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MY DEAR AND HONOURED MOTHER, 

10 you I dedicate this account 
of the late Campaign in Spain ; where your 
eldest Soil quitted life in the manner he had 
always aspired to. 

Being unahle to write what was worthy 
of him, I have collected the facts, and ar- 
ranged the materials, to enable Historians to 
do him justice. 

Should they enter into his private charac- 
ter, they ought to represent him as a man 
who felt for his Father and Mother filial 
piety ; and for his Sister and Brothers frater- 
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nal affection : who was faithful in friendship, 
and in his intercourse with the world was 
guided by honour. 

When they shall display those qualities 
and actions which properly belong to the 
province of History, if truth be observed, he 
must be described as exercising his genius in 
the profession of Arms for the service of his 
Country, to which he had devoted his life. 
Finally, he must be shewn leading on to vic- 
tory a British army, which he had preserved 
by his wisdom, and falling gloriously in the 
front of battle ! 

The contemplation of what he was, is your 
chief consolation ; and to assist in disclosing 
his achievements is the highest ambition of 
one of his Brothers, and 

Your affectionate Son, 

JAMES MOOBE. 



PREFACE 



Xhere is here presented to the Puhlic, perhaps, the 
most authentic fragment of History on record : for 
Sir John Moore kept a journal of his proceedings ; 
and, with an exactness unusual in a military man, 
preserved every official paper, or letter of importance, 
which he received, together with copies of those which 
he wrote. 

All these documents the author has in his possession ; 
and he has, besides, had the opportunity of acquiring 
foil information respecting the events. He could not 
misrepresent them, had he been so inclined, without 
being exposed to immediate detection ; but he is under 
no temptation either to disguise or to conceal any part 
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of the conduct of the person in whom he is most deeply 
interested. His only wish has been to make a full dis- 
closure ; and with this view he has, as much as possible, 
made every individual concerned explain himself by 
his own letters; which, together with other docu- 
ments, are selected and arranged in the order adapted 
to elucidate the facts. 

TTiere is also given a connecting narrative; and such 
reflections are added as naturally arose out of the 
transactions. 

The intermingling of a multitude of letters with the 
narration, though not the most concise, is certainly 
the most candid mode of describing the Campugn; 
for, if a false inference be dravm, the reader can imme- 
diately discover it. 

One disagreeable consequence, however, is likely 
to be produced by so open an explanation : it may 
irritate those whose conduct cannot bear investigation. 
The love of tranquillity, his professional avocations, and 
his private interest, would have hindered the Author 
from undertaking so laborious a work> and engaging 
in such vexatious hostility, had he not been urged 
forward by an impulse superiot to these combined 
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motives. He could not remain passive when his 
Brother's memory was assailed by ungenerous attacks 
^nd dark' insinuations. The sufferers from this pub- 
lication ought to bear in recollection, that the Author 
only acts defensively ; and they should point their 
indignation against the first assailants, who are the 
original cause of any mortification they may endure. 

Although the reason for composing this work is 
of a private nature, yet it cannot fail being of public 
utility both to Spain and Great Britain ; for success in 
future operations is more likely to be obtained, when 
there is a competent knowledge of the past. 

As many original documents are incorporated with 
the narrative, as were considered requisite to explain 
clearly the transactions, without embarrassing the 
reader with repetitions. 

The whole correspondence with Mr. Frere is given, 
except two useless letters from him, which were never 
received by the General, and which on that account 
were considered as improper to be published. 

All Sir John Moore's dispatches to the Secretary of 
State are placed in the Appendix ; the omissions, which 
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are very few, and quite immaterial to the. publick, are 
marked by blank spaces. 

The Spanish Documents in their own language, 
and Translations of the French letters, are also given 
in the Appendix. 



IX 



INDEX 



TO THE 



LETTEBS AND PAPERS. 



Sir John Moore to Lord William Bentinck, dated Salamanca^ 13th Nov. 1808, 21 
Sir John Moore to the Right Hon. J. H. Frere, Almeida, 10th November, 29 
Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, Aranjuez, 13th November, - - 31 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, Salamanca, 16th November, - - 33 

The same to the same, Salamanca, 19 th November, « • 38 

General Leith to Sir John Moore, Renedo, 1 5th November, - 40 

Sir David Baird to Sir John Moore, , 23rd November, - - 48 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, Aranjuez, 25th November, - - 5S 

Mr. Frere a S. E. Mr. de Garay, Aranjuez, 23rd November, - -^ 56 

Translation of Ditto, - - - - -310 

Mr. de Garay to Mr. Frere, Aranjuez, 24th November, - - 60 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, Salamanca, 27th November, • » 63 

Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart, Esq. Salamanca, 27th November, • 65 
Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird, Salamanca, 28th November, * •69 

Sir John Moore to Lieutenant-General Hope, Salamanca, 28th November, 70 
Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart, Esq. Salamanca, 29th November, - 73 
Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart, Esq. Salamanca, 1st December, - 74 

Charles Stuart, Esq. to Sir John Moore, Madrid, 30th November, - 77 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, Aranjuez, 30th November, - - 79 

The same to the same, Aranjuez, the same day, - - - 80 

Mr. de Garay to Sir John Moore, Aranjuez, 28tb November, - 85 

Prince of Castelfranco .and Don T. Morla to Sir John Moore, Madrid, 2nd Dec 87 

b 



Page. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, dated Talavera, 3rd December, * • 88 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird, Salamanca, 5th December, - - 91 

The same to tlie same, Salamanca, 6th December, - - •-92 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis la Romana, Salamanca, 6th December, - 93 
Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, 3rd December, - - ^95 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, Salamanca, 6th December, • - 97 

The same to the same, Salamanca, the same day, - - • 100 

Sir John Moore to the Duke of Castclfranco and Mr. de Morla, Salamanca, 

6th December, - - - - -101 

The Junta of Toledo to H. E. Sir John Moore, Toledo, 3th December, - 104 
Sir John Moore to their Excellencies the Junta of Toledo, Salamanca, 7th 

December, - - - - - 105 

Don Ventura Escalante to Sir John Moore, La Calzada de Bancs, 7th Dec. 109 
Sir John Moore a Le Marquis la Romana, Salamanca, 8th December, - HO 

Translation of Ditto - - - - -313 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird, Salamanca, 8 th December, - m 

Colonel Graham to Sir John Moore, Talavera de la Reina, 7th and 8th Dec. 112 
Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird^ Salamanca, 1 2th December, «> 116 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, Salamanca, 12th December, - - 1 18 

Marquis la Romana a Sir John Moore, Leon, 1 1th December, - 120 

Translation of Ditto, - - - - -314 

Le Prince de Neuchatel au Due de Dalmatie, Chamartin, 10th December, 121 

Translation of Ditto, - - - - -314 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Ba'rd, Head Quarters, Alacjos, I4th December 125 
Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, Toro, 1 a th December, - -. 127 

Lieutenant- Colonel Symes to Sir David Baird, Leon, 14th December, • 128 
Marquis la Romana ^ Sir John Moore, Leon, 14th December, - 132 

Translation of Ditto, - - - - - 316 

Don Martin de Garay to Mr. Frere, Truxillo, 8th December, - * 134 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, Truxillo, 8th December, - - 133 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis la Romana, Castro Nuevo, 18th December, 141 
Marquis la Romana ^ Sir John Moore, Leon, 19th December, - 144 

Translation of Ditto, - - - - -318 

Due de rinfantado a S. E. J. H. Frere, Cucnga, 13th December, - 147 

Translation of Ditto -----. 32o 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, Merida, 1 4th December, -> 149 

The same to the same. Las Santos, 16th December, « •« 154 



Page* 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis la Romana, dated Sahagun, 22nd December, 156 

Marquis la Romana ^ Sir John Moore, Leon, 21st December, - - 157 

Translation of Ditto - - - - - -321 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis la Romana, Sahagun, 23rd December, - 159 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere, Sahagun, 23rd December, - - 160 

Marquis la Romana a Sir John Moore, Leon, 22nd December, - 162 

Translation of Ditto - - - - - 323 

Marquis la Romana a Sir John Moore, Mansilla, 23rd December, - 163 

Translation of Ditto, ----.. 323 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis la Romana, Sahagun, 23rd December, - 163 

The same to the same, Sahagun, 24th December, - - 166 

The same to the same, Sahagun, the same day, - - - 1 70 

Colonel Symes to Sir John Moore, Mansilla, 25th December, - 171 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis la Romana, Benavente, 27th December, 176 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore, Seville, 28th December, - • • 200 

The same to the same, Seville, 2nd January, 1809, - , . 208 

General Orders by the Commander in Chief, - - - 225 
Sir David Baird to Lord Castlereagh, His Majesty^s Ship Ville de Paris, at 

Sea, 18th January, --.-«-• 227 
Lieutenant-General Hope to Sir David Baird, His Majesty's Ship Audacious, 

ofFCorunna, 18th January, •.-.-• 228 

APPENDIX. 

A. Lord Castlereagh to Sir John Moore, Downing Street, 25th Sept. 1808, 237 

B. Lord Castlereagh to Lord William Bentinck, London, 30th September^ 241 

C. Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, Lisbon, 9th October, - 243 

D. The same to the same, Lisbon, the same day, ... 245 

E. The same to the same, Lisbon, 18th October, ... 246 

F. The same to the same, Lisbon, the same day, - - . 248 

G. The same to the same, Lisbon, 27th October, - - - 250 
H. Resolution of a Council of War of the Spanish Generals, Tudela, 5th 

November, - - - - - -252 

I. Don Pedro Cevallos to Charles Stuart, Esq. Aranjuez, 6th No^vember, 253 

K. Lord Castlereagh to Sir John Moore, Downing Street, 14th November, 254 

L. Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, Salamanca, 24th November, - 257 

The same to the same, Salamanca, the same day, •« - 260 



• • 



Xll 

Page. 

M. Sir John Moore to Lord Casdereagh, dated Salamanca, 25 th November, 2 €4 

N. The same to the same, Salamanca, 25th November, - - - 265 

O. The same to the same, Salamanca, 26th November, • . 267 

P. The same to the same, Salamanca, 29th November, - • 268 

Q. Marquis la Romana to Sir John Moore, Leon, 30th November, - 269 

R. Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, Salamanca, 5th December, 270 

S. The same to the same, Salamanca, the same day, * • 27S 

T. Mr. de Garay to Sir John Moore, Aranjuez, 28th November, - 274 

V. El Principe de Castelfranco and Don Thomas Morla to Sir John Moore, 

Madrid, 2nd December, ----- 275 
U. Thirteenth Bulletin of the French Army in Spain, Madrid, 2nd and 4th 

December, - - - - - 276 

Fourteenth Ditto, Madrid, 5th December, ... 277 

W. Mr. de Garay to Mr. Frere, Truxillo, 8th December, - . 283 

X. Junta of Toledo to Sir John Moore, Toledo, 5th December, - 286 

Y. Number of Effective Soldiers who marched from Portugal under Sir John 

Moore, - - . • - - 287 

Number of Effective Soldiers who marched from Corunna under Sir 

David Baird, - -- - - 288 

Z. Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, Salamanca, 8th December • 289 

A A. The same to the same, Salamanca, 10th December, - - 291 

B B. The same to the same, Salamanca, 12th December, - - 293 

C C. Don Ventura Escalante to Sir John Moore, Calzada de Banos, 7th Dec. 296 

DD. Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, Toro, I6th December, - 297 

E E. The same to the same, Benavente, 28th December, - « 300 

The same to the same, Benavente, the same day, - - 303 

The same to the same, Astorga, 31st December, - - 303 

F F. The same to the same, Corunna, 13th January, 1809, - 306 

Translations of Letters in the French Language, - « - 310 



'•> 



AN ACCOUNT 



-OF 



THE LATE CAMPAIGN 



OF THE 



BRITISH ARMY IN SPAIN, 

COMMANDED BY 

I HIS EXCELLENCY 
LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR JOHN MOORE, K.B. 

Src. &c. &c. 



'I 



* - » 

Although The King and the British Nation have proclaimed 
their admiration of Sir John Moore as loudly as of any of die most dis;- 
tinguished military characters that preceded him : yet^ like the Grest 
and Good of every age^ he has not escaped the insinuations of Envy, 
even after terminating an illustrious career by a most glorious death. 
The e£fects of Calumny against so noble a dbaracter can be of no 
.long duration; but during that period the Relatives and Friends 
suffer, and the uninformed part of the Publick remaiA, in scmae 
degree^ in suspence. It is/ therefore, incumbent on a Brother by 
unfolding the truth to prove to all, that the pretended facts upon 
which the malignant representations were founded, are utterly 
xajse* 

This plain narrative, extracted from his own Journal, authentically 
by original documents, o£Gicial recai?ds^ and the reports of Staff Offi- 
cers, will give to his beloved countrymen some faint id^ pf the zMj}, 
valour, and skilL with which he served them. M , M 
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Few private men have risen to so conspicuous a station as that 
filled by Sir John Moore with fewer enemies. This was chiefly 
owing to his modest and unassuming manners, to firmness tempered 
with kindness towards those under his command, and to a conduct 
to all scrupulously just. He spent his life in the army; and his 
popularity, both among Officers and Soldiers, never was exceeded. 
But universal approbation never was attained by Man : and it must 
be. admitted that with Politicians he was not sufficiently pliant to 
be always equally approved of by them. 

The mystery in which the transactions in Sweden were involved, 
gave the lovers of detraction an opportunity too tempting to be 
neglected. 

Should it become necessary, the conduct of Sir John Moore at 
that Court can be most satisfactorily explained. But all that shall 
at present be communicated is, that, in the month of May 1808, 
he was entrusted \\7th the command of ten thousand men to assist 
Sweden against a combined attack from Russia, France, and 
Denmark. 

On the 17th of May thiis army reached Gottenburgh ; and it was 
soon intimated that the troops were not to be permitted to liand ; the 
soldiers and horses, consequently, remained tossing on board the 
crowded transports; Sir John Moore prudently suppressed the 
feelings excited by so inhospitable a reception, so opposite from 
what he had been led to expect : and he repaired to Stockholm to 
communicate his orders, and to concert measures for the security of 
Sweden. He there found to his surprise, that, although the Swedish 
army was quite inadequate even for defensive operations^ His 
Majesty^s thoughts were entirely bent on conquest. 

It was first proposed that the British should remain in their ships, 
iM some Swedish regiments were collected at Gottenburgh; and 
that the combined forces* should land and conquer Zealand.. 



upon an examination of this plan, it was acknowledged, that th« 
Island of Zealand, besides containing several strong fortresses, was 
filled with a far superior regular force to any that could be assembled^ 
And also that the Island of Funen was full of French and Spanish 
troops, which could not be hindered from crossing over in small 
bodies. Sir John Moore, in the mildest and most respectful manner,, 
represented, that these difficulties seemed too great to be surmounted 
by the bravest troops. 

It was next, proposed, that the British alone should land in Russian^ 
Finland ; storm a fortress, and take a position there. 

This notion was still more preposterous than the former: and 
Sir John Moore endeavoured to prove that ten thousand British were 
insufficient to encounter the principal force of the Russian Empire, 
%yhich could quickly be brought against them at a point so near 
Petersburgh. 

The objections which he waa obliged to make to these, and to 
another schemi^ cqiMifiy impracticable, drew upon him the resent^ 
mest of his Swedish Majesty, who arrested him in his Capital. He, 
hovi^ver, with considerable address, withdrew from the thraldom of 
Sweden without committing his Government : and, conformably to 
his instructions, brought back the army to England. 

At his return, he was honoured with the approbation of the^ 
Ministers and of his Sovereign: indeed, there is no doubt, that,, 
with a General possessed of less good sense and political firmness, ' 
the Army would have been exposed to inevitable destruction. 

After having acted botlx in the Mediterranean and in Sweden as 
Commander in Chief, Sir John Moore was now superseded by Sir 
Harry Burrard ; and he received the Secretary of Staters Orders to 
serve in Portugal, as Third m Command. 

There are few Generals in the British service who would not have i 
resigned upon such treatment. But, superior to modem military ^ 



etiquette, he possessed a large portion of the antient Roman spirit : 
for he has been heard to declare, that he would never refuse serving 
his Country while he was able ; and that if The King commanded 
him tO; act as an Ensign, he would obey. 

. In conformity to this patriotic principle, after resigning his com- 
mand at Portsmouth to Sir Harry Biirrard, he sailed in the fleet to 
Portugal on the 31st of May. 

Two Generals so circumstanced, seldom live very amicably toge- 
ther: but Sir John Moore, instead of behaving with dry reserve 
towards the person who was thus pliEiced' over him> evinced to Sir 
Harry the deference due to his Commanding- OfBcet ; and behaved 
with so much good humour^ that they livedr together in perfect 
harmony. 

- "Riis army did not arrive in Portugal till after the battle of Vimeira, 
and the subsequent armistice. These transactions, therefore, do- 
ifot come within the scope of. this narrative* Yet it is proper to 
lAention that SSr John Moore, upon learning the particulars of the 
action, bestowed warm praises upon Sir Arthur Wellesley. He 
declared to Sir Hew Dalrymple, the new Commander, that he wished 
t6 wave all pretensions- derived from his seniority ; that as^ Sir Arthur 
had done so much, it was fair he should take the lead in the opera- 
tions against Lisbon ; and, if the good of the service required it, he 
would execute any part that was allotted to him, without interfering 
with Sir Arthur. 

No opportumty, however, of this kind presented itself; as a Con- 
vention was agreed upon between the British and French- Com- 
manders, for the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops. 

While this was carryings into effect, Sir Arthur^ Wellesley applied' 
fpr leave of absence, and soon returned to Bngland; and several' 
General 'Officers followed his example. 
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Sir Hew Dalrymple was next recalled, and tlie Command devolved 
upon Sir Harry Burrard. But this General, from bad heaitfa and 
ctther oaines, requested Idanret to resij^ 

It was not t£EOught advisaUle by the Cabinet again to sttp^Mede' 
Sir John; Mooare : accordingly, on; the- 6th; of October^' dispatches 
mived^trorn London; confening uponrliim.die chief etmnnttid of Ui* 
aimy: to be oni^loyed in Spaki.. . : ' 

It appears, by various Government dispatches, tfaarl di^ design of 
sending an army into Gafheik. was communicated to Sir Ker^D^- 
rymple in August. But the necessity of transporting the army- of 
Junot tOiFranoe oeeasioned thisi nieaMu^ tp be di5ferri9d^ bwtanbw 
resolved that it should be carried; intoiexecaition. 

Sir Jofanr- was ordared to'send llieiCa^ and: it Was 

left' to his discretion to move the Infiuitry and ArtiUei^y eklMt hy 
sea4>r'landi' 'i 

It was also communicated to him,.thatififteen' thousand men^ wtet^' 
ordered to Cornnna^; and he w» difectsd/tp j^ve sxrch orden^ tb Sir 
!l^vid Baiid, their' Commander; ai^* ^mmld most speedy efSN^t- A' 
junction '^f therwbofeibros^ 

Fii3m»tl]»:moiBenttiliat Sip Jtditri Moore obtained this> ooMmatld^ 
he extrUd ths utmost actlvky tdiftdfiyi the instmetions; and re* 
oeived essential- aBsistimc^ ivom^^ Sir Hany^ Burrard, who forwarded 
the expedition with the greatest zeal. BdRdteitlns time nitthing Imd 
been begun for the equipment of the troops, or for their advance : 
alt'wiur to be- doiie^. and: aUwas^ accomplished wh celerity; for the 
0tub»t part' ofUhe trbopa' were in motion in eight days. 

£(€Ma^ after the ^GitntttB^ uponihis command, he publisKt^ 

the following Order to his troops. 

* Vide Appendix A. and B. 
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f ** General Orders^. Lisbon, 9th October, isos, , 

^* The Troops under Lieut-General Sir John Moore will hold 
^^ Ithemselves in readiness to move on the sliortesf. notice. . r 

..^f The Lieiit.-General trusts that the Greneral Officers will lose 
...no ti«. in «cert^,«. that the Regiment. »Bder U«ir comrn^d 
^^ are in good order and complete in every equipment to enable 
^ them to keep the field. 

" Lieut-General Sir John Moore will take an early opportunity of 
inspecting the several corps of the army. 

^' AU the htoyy baggage will be left in Lisbon^ and directions 

will be given hereafter respecting it * 

^^ The General Officers will conmiunicate with the Commanditig 

^^ Officers of corps^ upon the situation and fitiiess of the stores 

^* for their heavy baggage, and report thereupon for the information 

" of Lieut -Greneral Sir J. Moore. 

^^ Directions will be ^ven with respect to the sick. The Lieut.- 
General sees with much concern the great number of this descrip- 
tion, and that it daily increases. The General assures, the troops, 
that it is owing to their own intemperanee, that so many of them 
are rendered incapable of marching against the jBnemy : and having 

^ stated this^ he ii^ ^oclfident that he need say ho more to British 

« 

" soldiers to insure tibweir sobriety.*' 

This Order was understood to have been relished by the soldiers^ 
and had some effect upon them. And previous, to their setting 
0ff, another Order was issued to instruct them ^in their conduct 
towards the Spaniards. 
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^•^ ^* Lisbon, 1 5th October, 1808. 

^^ The Commander of the Forces trusts, that on the troops enter- 
^^ ing Spain, they will feel with him how much it is for their honour 
<< and advantage to maintain the high opinion, and cherish the good- 
^^ will, which that brave and high-spirited people entertain towards 
" the British Nation. 

*^ The troops will generally be received by the inhabitantsw The 
^^ Spaniards are a grave, orderly people, extremely sober ; but gene^ 
rous and warm in their temper, and easily offended by any insult 
or disrespect which is offered them; they ate grateful ta the 
English, and will receive the troops with kindness and cordiality. 
This the Greneral hopes will be returned with equal kindness 
<^ on the part of the sdbKers, and that they will endeavour to ao-» 
^^ commodate themselves to their manners, be orderly in their 
quarters, and not shock, by intemperance, a people worthy of 
their attachment, and whose efforts they are o<Hne to support 
in the most glorious of causes-^to free themselves from French 
bondage, and to establish their national liberty and independence. 
Upon entering Spain, in compliment to the Spanish natiop, 
<^ the Army will wear the Red Cockade in aiddition to their own.*^ 

It is proper to remark here, that Bri^h armies are little expe- 
rienced in the business of a long campaign on- shore. Our war&ije 
has usually been carried on by maritime expeditions: and we avp 
extremely defective in the organization of the departments whic)i 
are requisite for the field ; the Commissariat particularly is inferior 
to that of France. But no part of military affairs was unknown 
to the Greneral ; he was capable oi forming, in some degree, what 
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wa6 deficient ; and, though he complains of the inexperience of some 
of the departments, he WTites with approbation of Aheir «eal and 
exertions. The directions of Government were, that the Cavalry 
should be sent by land '*^,;^ but a didcretibnary p^fwef iras -gi^eii to 
the Commander to move *he Infantry, foy sea W lafid, a^ lie jiuiged 
best. Upon an exanunatiou of the subject, there ^^m found to bfe 
tio choioe; for, independently of the uncertainty and danger of a 
coasting voyage in winter, which, even when prosperous, unhinges 
*he whole machinery of an army, it wais ctscertained that, at Corunna, 
there were hardly "the means of >equippi«)g and forwarding the corp^ 
commanded by Sir David Baiird f . — ^The Spanish Government de- 
puted Colonel Lopez, a Spanish offioer, who was well acquaioted 
with the roads and resources of the country, to assist /the British army 
•on its marcb^ to establish mafgazines^ aad to make die necessary 
arrangements with Sir John Moore. He confirmed the former 
tnteUigenoe, and pressed him in 4iie name of the Junta, to march 
by land ; assuming him, that if he went by sea, MMe half of the army 
could never leave the coast for want of gnecessaries. 

The next question was, wfaedier they should proceed in a northerly 
directicm, through Portugal to Almeida ; or should take the great 
Easftem road to Elvas, and thence march through Estremadunu 
Necessity decided this question likewise ; for it was found that the 
whole could not be subsisted on the road by Elvas ; no magazines 
having been formed for such a body of troops. \^en the Spanish 
Oommissary Gieneral was consulted on tlus subject, and when the 
quantity of meat required by the British army was explained to 
^hikB, he computed, that were they to be supplied with the ratikms 
flpeeified, in three months all the oxen would be consumed, and 

-Tcry few hogs would be left in the country. 

» 

♦ Vide Appendix A. t Appendix C. D. E. F. 



Strict enquiry was then made respecting the roads through {Hm 
North of Portugal, where there was known to be abundance of 

food. 

He found the Portuguese at Lisbon incredibly ignorant of <he 
state of the roads of their own country ; but all agreed that cannon 
could not be transported over the mountains, which form the north- 
em boundary between Spain and Portugal. Even British Officers, 
who had been sent to examine the roads, confirmed the Portuguese 
intelligence. 

As equipments could not be procured at Corunna, iats food could 
not be supplied on the road by Elvas, and as the artiUrery could not 
be drawn over the Portuguese mountains, it became absolutely neces- 
sary to divide the Army. 

This distressing measure was not adopted but from necessity. In 
an absolute Government, like France, where the Ruler is skilled in 
military operations^ and possesses power to bring forth all the meatui 
and resources of the country, such difficulties vanish ; but in Spain 
and Portugal few obstructions can ever be removed by the Govern- 
ment ; they can only be evaded. 

It was then determined to send five brigades of artillery to accom- 
pany the cavalry through Spain ; and four regiments of infantry 
were added for their protection. 

This important corps of six thousand men were entrusted to 
laeut.-Greneral Hope, and directed to march by Elvas on the Madrid 
road, to Badajos and Espinar^ And two brigades mider General 
Paget moved by Elvas and Alcantara. 

The rest of the army moved through Portugal. 

Two brigades under General Beresford went by Coimbra and 
Almeida. 

Three brigades imder Greneral Eraser, by Abrantes and Almeida. 

Sir John Moore thinking it of very great importance that some 

c 



10 

artillery should aecompany these corps^ ordered one light brigade 
of six pounders, under Captain Wilmot, to proceed through Portugal ; 
and he trasted to this Officer's activity to transport the guns over 
the mountains by dint of labour. 

The different regiments of each . division followed each other in 
succession to facilitate the march ; Sir John Moore intending, that 
the whole of the troops coming from Portugal should unite at 
Salamanca; and that Sir David Baird and General Hope should 
either join them there, or at Valladolid. 

The several divisions having moved off, Sir John left Lisbon 
on the 27th of October*. And I shall here introduce some 
remarks on the state of Spain, and on the plan of the Campaign 
decided on by the British Government, 

Towards the end of summer, after the surrender of Dupont, the 
French Army retired from Madrid, and repassed the Ebro. Their 
force in this direction consisted of above 45,000 men con- 
centrated in Navarre and Biscay ; their right at Bilboa, and their 
left at Aybar. They had besides garrisons in Barcelona, Figueras, 
and other fortresses in Catalonia, amounting to ftdly 15,000 mto 
more. 

In these positions they quietly waited for reinforcements* And 
every foreign journal announced, that vast bodies of troops of 
every description were hastening through Germany and France to 
Bayonne. 

During this period the Spanish and English newspapers were 
reporting the enthusiastic patriotism of the Spaniards ; that all ranks, 
young and old, had taken up arms, were eager to rush upon their 
enemies, and determined to die rather than submit to a treacherous, 
cruel, and impious Invader. Such was the spirit of the proclamatibDS 

* Vide Append G* 
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oi the provincial Juntas, — all vying with each other in magna- 
nimous expressions. 

But the British Government, not trusting to such authorities, sent 
Officers and Agents into various parts of Spain, who rivalled each 
other in reporting the universal ardour of the country. Full credit 
appears to have been given to this description of the state of Spain ; 
and the British Army was dispatched into Leon to participate in 
the glory of expelling the French from the Peninsula. 

The Spanish Government recommended Burgos as the point of 
union for the British troops, and Madrid and Valladolid were the 
places appointed for magazines. And Government communicated 
to Sir John Moore, through Lord William Bentinck, that it was 
^expected he would find between sixty and seventy thousand men, 
assembled under Blake and^Romana, in the Asturias and Galicia^. 

These were independent of the armies on the front and left flank 
of the French position. The latter was conceived to be the most 
numeroiis of any, and placed under the command of tbe Marquis 
de Castanos. 

The conviction of the universal enthusiasm of the Spaniards was, 
at this time, so prevalent in the British Cabinet, that, in a memorial 
transmitted for the information of Sir John Moore by the Secretary 
of State, it is stated, that the French Armies could not enter the 
defiles of the Asturias without exposing themselves to be destroved, 
even by the armed peasants. 

But the strongest proof of the misinformation upon the state of 
Spanish afiairs is this, that in the month of September it was con- 
sidered most probable, that the Spaniards alone would soon drive 
the French out of the Peninsula. ITiis conviction was so strong, 
that enquiries were directed to be made by Lord William Bentinck 

♦ Vide Appendix B. 
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respecting the intentions of the Spanish Goverament upon the 
expulsion of the French. And directions were given, under particular 
circumstances, to urge the invasion of the South of France with a 
combined British and Spanish Army. 

Had these relations been well founded, and had the general fervour 
really existed, there could have been no objections to sending the 
British Army by the nearest roads to join such numerous and 
intrepid allies. For the most timid could entertain no apprehensions^ 
if the French were to be assaulted by such superior numbers. 

Such was the flattering picture of affairs that was presented to the 
view of Sir John Moore, before he commenced his march, and was 
enabled to judge for himself. 

In passing through the Portuguese territory the troops behaved 
with order and regularity, which formed a striking contrast to the 
cruelty and rapine that of late years disgrace the French armies. 
The people were civil ; but considerable difficulties occurred respecting 
provisioning the troops. Saltero, a contractor at Lisbon, had agreed 
to supply the divisions with rations on the march through PortugaL 
But this man failed in his contract; and the divisions of General 
Fraser and Beresford were obliged to be halted ; and, had it not been 
for the great exertions of the Generals, the troops would have been 
long delayed. 

There was also a great want of money, from which excessive 
inconveniences resulted. It had been supposed that Government 
bills would have been accepted. But promissary notes do not obtain 
credit in Spain and Portugal,, as in England. At Guarda, the Chief 
Ma^strate refused to proeure provisions without regular payments, 
and the peasantry had a dread of paper money. These difficulties 
were, however, surmounted, but not without great expence. 

The Commander of the Forces was usually entertained with 
politeness at the houses of the nobility* He saw little appearance of 
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a French party, but was surprised to observe the slight interest the 
Portuguese took in public affairs. They were generally well incUned, 
but luke-warm. 

As Sir John Moore was approaching the scene of action, he gra- 
dually acquired just notions of Spanish afiairs ; for he was in dose 
correspondence with men of candour and discernment, who resided on 
the spot. Little was written by them of Spanish ardour and enthu- 
siasm : their letters, on the contrary, were filled with details of the 
weakness and tardiness of the Central Junta. 

Thk assembly consisted of thirty-four persons with equal powers. 
So numerous an executive body was ill calculated for prompt decisions. 
Self-interest, mutual jealousy and discord, distracted their councils. 
There was no predominant leader to give uniformity to their acts, no 
animating passions to elevate their minds* By cold languor, and 
foggy dullness, they chilled and damped the spirits of the nation. 

The love of independence and hatred of a tyrant so instantaneously 
excite all the energies of Britons, that they can hardly credit the 
sluggish indifference that pervaded the Spanish nation, when menaced 
by the rapid approach of the victorious armies of Buonaparte. 

Judging what he could do, by what Spaniards were capable of, 
they thought it almost impossible for his army to traverse the Pyren- 
nees in winter. But should the French have the temerity to effect 
such a passage, it was believed they would soon be famished. These 
notions were applicable to the resources formerly possessed by France. 
But the magnitude of the military preparations of their present enemy, 
and the celerity of his movements, confounded all such calculations. 

Lord William Bentinck saw clearly the error committed by the 
Spaniards. In a dispatch about the beginning of October he observes, 
with a melancholy presage, ^^ I am every moment more and more 
" convinced, that a blind confidence in their own strength, and na- 
^' tural slowness, are the rocks upon which this good ship runs the 
** risk of being wrecked." 
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It was wondered at in England, why the bold patriots, who were 
believed to be swarming in Spain, did not charge the discomfited re- 
mains of the French armies lurking behind the Ebro : Why are they 
not exterminated before they are reinforced ? 

iThe Marquis de Castanos and General Blake could haive answered 
these enquiries very satisfactorily to all intelligent military men. 
For it is clear from existing documents, that the Spanish armies 
were so weak in numbers, and so wretchedly equipped, as to be inca- 
pable of encountering the French, even before their reinforcements 
arrived. This deplorable deficiency was carefully concealed, to pre- 
vent its sinking the nation into despair. 

Notwithstanding the extensive correspondence which Sir John 
Moore carried on, he could obtain no certain accounts of the numbers or 
condition of the Spanish forces, before the arrival of Buonaparte. 
But after that event, when they had assembled all their new levies, 
it was found that the Armies of the Centre and Right united, 
binder the Generals Castanos and Palafox, only formed a force of 
40,000 men. And the following extract from the Resolutions of a 
Council of War composed of the principal Spanish Generals, which 
was held at Tudela on the 5th of November, exposes part of the 
distresses of these armies. At this period General Blake's army, 
called the Army of the Left, was known to be in the .utmost danger ; 
yet the Council Came to this resolution : 

" Attention being had to the actual state of penury and vi^nt, 
** which the Army of the Centre, destitute of the most necessary 
** means, is suffering; considering also that this effective force is 
*^ much less than had been supposed ; it is agreed that in the present 
*^ moment it cannot be of assistance to the Army of the Left, not- 
^ withstanding the conviction of the urgency of such assistance," &c. * 

* Vide Appendix H. 
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To give a further view of the state of the principal Spanish Army^ 
I shall extract a short passage from the Marquis of Castanos's dis- 
patches to the Secretary of the Central Junta, Nov. 25, 1808. 

*^ I leave to your Excellency to conceive the critical situation of an 
*^ army immoveable from its few resources, and the greatest part 
** of which was composed of new levies, badly clothed, and badly 
^^ provisioned/* 

This was the language of the Spaniards. And I shall give an ex- 
tract of a Letter from Captain Whittingham to Lord William Ben- 
tinck, which will shew the impression that the appearance of part of 
their army made upon an English ofl&cen 

Head Quarters^ Cdahorray. 
2Bth Oct. ISOS. 

*^ On the 25th General Castanos left this place for Logrono. We 
*^ arrived about four in the evening. The army of Castile was drawn 
f' tip to receive the General. Its strength about 11,000 men. But 
" to form any idea of its composition, it is absolutely necessary to 
*^ have seen it. It is a complete mass of miserable peasantry, with- 
*^ out clothing, without" organization, and with few Oflficers that de- 
*^ serve the name. 

" The General and principal Officers have not the least confidence 
'^ in their troops ; and, what is yet worse, the men have no con- 
^* fidence in themselves. 

" This is not an exaggerated picture ; it is a true portrait," &c. &c; 

Such was the condition and amount of the troops under Castanos 
and Palafox towards November, after all were collected that could be 
raised. But in August and September they were, doubtless, much 
fewer. Castanos found it dangerous to approach the French posts. 
The Spaniai:ds sometimes engaged in skirmishes ; bul were aa much 
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worsted, that they found it prudent to l^eep at a distance^ and wait 
for reinforcements. 

A similar reason accounts for the inactivity of Greneral Blake during 
these important months. The disposition to exaggeration in Spain is 
such, that it is difficult even now to ascertsdn what was the number 
of this army. But it certainly could never have been considerable ; 
for after the arrival of Romana's corps, of upwards of 8000 men, and 
every exertion that was made, it appears from Captain CarroFs dis- 
patches that the actual number that fought the French did not amount 
to 17,000 men. And the want of Ofl&cers, of food, of clothing, 
and of every species of warlike equipment, was lamentable. Instead 
of General Blake being culpable for not attacking the French, his 
error undoubtedly was extreme rashness. 

Sir John Moore, by the close correspondence he carried on with 
Lord William Bentinck, Mr. Stuart» Colonel Graham and others^ 
gradually penetrated the disguises with which the Spanish Govern- 
ment enveloped their affairs. It is self-evident, that a judicious 
plan of a campaign can only be formed by reflecting upon the actual 
state of things : and must necessarily be ill-contrived, and probably 
unsuccessful, if drawn up on false intelligence. Yet the Spanish 
Juntas exerted all their finesse to deceive, not their enemy, but their 
ally ; and succeeded so perfectly, as to lead them to execute a plan 
adapted to a state of circumstances the reverse of their real condition. 
Their high-sounding proclamations, exaggerated numbers, invented 
victories, and vaunted enthusiasm, could not deceive him whom it 
was useful to deceive. Buonaparte possessed ample means of ob- 
,taining exact information. There were traitors, even among the 
loudest seeming patriots ; who enabled him to calculate, with perfect 
accuracy, the precise portion of patriotism scattered through Spain. 

Yet there are some facts that would lead one almost to suspect, 
that the Spanish Juntas^ from excess of presumption, ignorance, and 
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a heated imagination, were so blinded, as to have misled the British 
Cabinet unintentionally. For it is a well-known fact, that at first 
they considered Spain as more than a match for France. They ap- 
plied to us for arms and money, but said they wanted no men : be* 
lieving they could rsuse more soldiers, than they required. How long 
this infatuation continued, I cannot pretend to say ; but they appear 
to have acquiesced in the offer of British auxiliaries on the 26th of 
September. 

It happened that accounts were brought to the Junta at Aran- 
jue2, Oct. 4th, of ** a Letter having been intercepted, addressed by 
" the Governor of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan (the French Com- 
" mander in Chief) wherein it is stated, that between the 16th of 
** October and the 16th of November reinforcements to the amount of 
** 66,000 infantry and from 5 to 7^00 cavalry might be expected to 
" enter Spain. 

" Mr. Stuart will teH you that this news is credited.*' 

That this news was correct, I have no doubt. Buonaparte, though 
he constantly attempts to deceive the world by his public proclama- 
tions^ has too much political wisdom to deceive his own Generals* 
.Nor could he have thrown this letter purposely in the way of the 
Spaniards, as he could not wish to rouse them from their lethargy. 

This intelligence threw the Central Junta into great alarm ; they 
began to think the business was serious ; Castanos was ordered to his 
post, and such levies as they could collect were sent forward to th^ 
Ebro. 

Urgent and alarming as was the situation of affairs, the dilatorine^ 
of the Spanish Government could not be corrected. So that when 
Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna, Oct. 13th, the Junta of Galicia 
refused him permbsion to land the troops. Sir David was astonished^ 

Vide AppendiK, E, 
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and sent off expresses to Madrid and to Lisbon. He at last obtained 
leave to land, but his reception was so cold, and there was such a 
total want of all exertion to assist him in equipping the army for its 
advance, that he wrote to Sir John Moore to know if he had the 
sanction of the Supreme Junta for the admission of British troops 
into Spain. 

He was at last satisfied as to this point ; but he found, that what* 
ipver was necessary either for the sustenance or movement of the 
troops must be procured solely by his own exertions ; and by paying 
a high price to those whom he came to assist* 

Sir John Moore marched on rapidly, and reached Atalsua Nov. 5th. 
Here it was. discovered, contrary to the infcnrmation received at Lis- 
bon, that the roads though very bad were practicable for Artillery. 
But the ignorance of the Portuguese respecting their own country is 
such, that the road was only found out from stage to stage by the 
British officers. This wa^ now a sulgect of serious regret ; for had 
the road, bad as it was, been known at first, Greneral Hope's division 
could have marched with the rest of the army. 

Dispatches were now sent to meet him at Truxillo, to desire he 
would not trust to report, but send forward officers to examine if there 
were a nearer road practicable for the guns, without going round by 
Madrid. 

Letters were here received from Lord William Bentinck, acquaint- 
ing Sir John Moore that the French reinforcements were entering 
Biscay, and that Castanos was making some movements which might 
bring on an action : and also that the Central Junta referred Sir John 
to concert his movements with General Castanos. 

The General arrived at Almeida Nov. 8th : it rained incessantly ; the 
troops however moved on in spite of the weather, and behaved ex- 
tremely well : but it is painful to be obliged to make an exception of 
some soldiers who had ccunmitted many daring crimes. The Com- 
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maiider in Chief determined to put a stop to such disorders. One of 
the soldiers who was detected in marauding and robbing, was tii^ 
by a General Court Martial, found guilty, and sentenced to death. 
Sir John Moore then isswd the following order. 

*^ General Orders. ^' November nth, 1808. 

«< Nothing could be more pleasing to the Commander of the 
^^ Forces, than to shew mercy to a soldier of good character under his 
^^ command, who had been led inadvertently to commit a crime ; but 

he should consider himself neglectful of hid duty, if, from ill-judged 

lenity, he pardon^ deliberate villainy. 

The crime committed by the prisoner now under sentence, 

is of this nature, and there is nothing in his private character or 
^^ conduct which could give the least hope of his amendment, were 
^< he pardoned ; he must therefore suffer the awfol punishment to 
*^ which he haa been condenmed. 

^^ The Commander of the Forces trusts that the troops he conunands 
^ will seldom oUige him to resort to punishments of this kind : 
<< and such is his opinion of British soldiers, that he is convinced 
^^ they will not, if the Officers do tiieir duty, and pay them proper 
^ attention. 

^* He however takes this opportunity to declare to the Army, that 
<^ he la determined to shew no mercy to plunderers and marau,ders, 
^^ or, in other words, to thieves and villains. 

*^ The Army is sent by England to aid and support the SpanishL 
<< nation, not to plunder and rob its inhabitants. And soldiers who 

so fer forget what is due to their own honour, and the honour 

of their country, as to commit such acts, shall be delivered over to 
<^ justice : the military law must take its course, and the punishment 
^ it awards shall be inflicted.'' 
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On the 11th of November the advanced guard crossed a rivulet 
wliich divides Spain from Portugal, and marched to Cividad Roderigo. 
Tlie Governor of this town met Sir John two miles off; a salute 
was fired from the ramparts, and he was Conducted to the principal 
house of the town ; and hospitably entertained. 

The appearance of the country, and the manners of the people, 
change most remarkably, immediately on crossing the boundary 
between Spain and Portugal ; and the advantage is entirely in favour 
of Spain. We were received, on approaching Cividad Roderigo, with 
shouts of " Viva los Ingleses/' 

This agreeable reception was gratifying; and the General pro- 
ceeded next day to San Martin, a village seven leagues distant, where 
he lodged at the house of the Curate, a sensible, respectable man, 
who, in the course of conversation, told him, that on the same day 
the preceding year he had lodged the French Greneral Loison, on 
his march to Portugal ; and that Junot and the other French Generals 
had slept there in succession. 

On the 13th of November, Sir John arrived with his advanced 
^ard at Salamanca, where he halted, intending to assemble there 
all the troops which were coming from Portugal. But before he 
entered the town, he learnt the fate of what was called, the Army 
of Estramadura. 

This Spanish corps, consisting of about 12,000 raw recruits, com- 
manded by a very young man, the Count Belvedere, had advanced 
without support to Burgos, an open town, in the front of the French 
Army. So extraordinary a manoeuvre was followed by a natural 
result. They were attacked by a superior force, and completely 
routed. 

A few hours after Sir John arrived at Salamanca, he wrote to 
Lord William Bentinck at Madrid, who was acting as Minister from 
the British Court. 



21 



Sir John Moore to Lord fViUiam Bentifick. 

* t 

« 

** SiUafnanca, I3th Novc^nber, ISQB. 

r ^^ I AREi^EB here, f^rly ia the .aftejriiQon. ;I am uot 
^^ <Nily jaded by my Journey^ but also by the different people I have 
^^ been obliged to speak to;. and only that I am ^inxioi^ to send 
V a Courier to you as soon as possible, I shotild, t^ve d^ls^yed writing 
^ to you until morning. • ) I: received' upon th^ rdad yotur two lettero 
<^ of the 8thy and thatiof the 9th with the enclosui^s, some of which 
*^ shall be returned to you by the next courier. 

. ^< I am sorry to say^ from Sir David Baird^ I hear nothing but 
^^ complMnts-^^f the Junta' of Corunna, who, ; afford; him no as§bt* 
** ande.' They promise every thiijg, but giye nothings ;an4i^6i' 
" waiting day after day for carts, which they had promised : to p^t)** 
^' ciireifor thecarrkge of stoD&s, his Commissary was at last obliged 
f^ to contract : fcMf them^^at an exorbitant price, apd ii^en gpt tbpm. 
^^ Thia is really d sort of conduct quite intolerable to troops that 
^^ the Spanish Government have ! asked for, and for, whose ad- 
^< vance they are daily prf^ing. : . , 

<^ On my arrival hert^ andteUirtg Ccdone) 0'Loi|ifler that I wiahed 
^^ to have supjilies immediately pirovi4ed on the road i^m Astorga to 
^^ this place^' for the march of the troops from Corunna, he began 
^' by telling me that a fK)Wer which he shduld. have got, and which 
^* it was promised should be sent after him fi:om Madri^^ had not 
^^ beea sent;: that he had thus, hp auth<^ty, and had hitherto. J^en 
>^ acting upon hia own credit. . I^rt i^tt^is waisi an/bbh Mck-^Qi^ 
V^ sefaire vohi^t; it t^n^\ovlyi\^'V!^\9^j,^^ l^i'as 



if 

€4 



22 

** not the man who should have been selected for us ; but, if selected, 
*' he should have been furnished with every authority to make him 
'^ useful. I run over all this to you, though, perhaps, it should pro- 
" perly be addressed to Mr. Frere ; btit td'yoa I cJan stkte it with 
*< more ease, and I shall thank you to speak to Frere upon it ; when 
^^ I hope he will have some serious communication with <&e Spanish 
** Ministers, and plainly tell them, if they expect the advance of 
*^ the British Army, they must pay smnewhat more attention to ' 
its wants, proper' Officers must be sent to me, vested with ftitt 
powers to caH forth the resources of the country when they are 
wanted, and williout delay ; the same as is done, I premime, for 
the Spanifi^i Armies \ we shall pay, but they are not to allow us 
^^ to be imposed upon, but to tdl us what is paid by the Spanish 
** Government in such cases. We find no difficulty with the people ; 
** they receive us every where well. But the authorities are back- 
^^ ward, and not like those of a country who wish our assistance. 

^^ T^e Officer you m^dtion to have been sent to Sir David Baird, 
^^ tmvdiled by slow joumies, as if in profound peace, and consequently 
^'arrived too late, and when little wanted. Tlie head of Baird's 
^^ colimlm is diis day at Astorga; but had they waked for the said 
'^ Office, it wouid have been still at Corunna. The Spaniankr seem 
'^ to think that ever y body should fly but diemselves. Hie troops 
^^ from Lisbon begin to march in here to-morrow, and will continue 
** to arrive by corps daily until the 33d, when the whole will be 
^^ assembled. I have directed Baird also to continue the march of 
his troops on Benevente, as soon as supplies permit it; and by 
the time the head reaches Benevente, I shall probably direct it to 
proceed on to Zamora, and close the whole as near to me at this 
^^ place, as cover will admit ; probably by the 33d instant the rear 
^ of.Baird's will be about Zamora, but it will depend on the aid and 
^ activity of the Authorities of the country ; if they are slow, it is 
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^ i]tej[M(id6ib!e Idr me td be quick. All this, faowerer, is upon the sup- 
^^ position that the French do not disturb us ; and I suppose yoa 
*^ know they ure at Burgos. At Cividad Eodrigo, I received a letter 
^^ by cpcpress from El Conde de Belvedere, from Burgos, dated the 
9th, stating that he expected to be attacked by superior numbers, 
and begging diat I wouM hasten to his assastance. I witMe to him 
^^ that I had been marching for some time with all the haste I could ; 
^^ but if he was to be attacked so soon, it was impossible ibr me to 
^^ render hint any assistance ; and he should report lus situation to 
^^ Madrid. Upon my arrival here, I was inarmed by the Blarquis 
^^ de Cinalbo, that the Spanish troc^ had been forced to retitfb from 
Burgos, and the French were in possession of it. I hope the letter 
I wrote to General Castanos will draw from him scmie explanation 
of his views, by which I may regulate my motions. But his move- 
ments, and those of the army under General Blake^ require some 
explanation in order to be understood ; for, though they know that 
a British force is marching from different parts, in order to unite, 
** they have marched away from the point of assembly, and have 
^^ left tis exposed to be attacked and interrupted before our junction ; 
*^ but if we were united, he can hardly expect that, with my foree, 
^ I should march forward and place myself within reach of attack 
^^ from such superior numbers, whilst his and Blake's armies are 
^^ removed at such a distance as to be able to render me no assistance : 
^^ but all this I expect will be made plain, when I hear from General 
^^ Castanos. With respect to magazines, it is impossible for mo to 
^ say where they ought to be made, whilst I am so much in the 
^ dark as to the movements which are likely to occur ; but if thfe 
country is abundant, as is said, we cannot want. But I must hav6 
persons of an authority attached to me, who are acquainted wifh 
^^ the resources, and who, knowing the interior government, cnstomH, 
^< and manners of Spain, can call them fordi for me and the^ 
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^^{icoop^/inf:ihe same manner as they axe called fwth for those of 
#>$pAiQ.'v This 'regards not only provisions, but -c^rts^iiorses, quar^ 
i^ te^: dbidf in eho^rt^.aU die waiits. of troops. With the aid 4)f pprr 
^fl)»dni#fdf thi^ dcsicriptibn our own CdmitiissarieB can do ; but without 
.^ttUosB'we caa^do nothing. The foiluidation of all thisf jnust be an 
ir^ 'drd^r • Hx) ihe aathoniies throughout the Proyiijices, to giyp eyery 
f^. aid <td the Bridsh; as to thei Spanish troops; It is a nyoftter of indifr 
'^^ ferenc* who pays these Officers; — it would be more consistent 
^^ with the dignity of 3^>ain that they paid them ; though we should 
*^ reward them ^deeordmg to their deserts: 

»:.:^*^ With respect lo magazines at Madrid, it is very likely to be a 
^^ proper place for Spain to collect a considerable dep6t of various 
f^ kinds. It is their Capital, and they know best; but it does not 
^^ strike me a place where the British could be called upon to make 
^^ any oolleetion. We shall establish small magazines for consump- 
^^ tion in the neighbourhood where we are acting. These great 
^ reserves, ^which a country makes for general supply, should be made 
^' by Spain ; when we approach it, we may draw from it, and pay for 
^^ v^hat we get. But Spain should make it, and be at the expence 
^* and trouble of its conservation : as I believe we are giving money 
f ^ to Spain, part of it may be applied by them in this manner ; but 
'" it is they that should do it — not we. 

^^ I have no objection to you, or Mr. Frere, representing the neces- 
" sity of as many more British troops as you think proper. It is 
** certain, that the agents, which our Government have hitherto 
^*' employed, have deceived them. For affairs here are by no means 
" in the flourishing state they are represented and believed to be 
^^ in England; and the sooner the truth is known in England, the 
^* better. But you must observe, my Lord, that whatever is critical 
.**, must now be decided by the. troops which are here ; the French, 
•** I siispect, are ready, and will not wait^ I differ only with you 
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^^ in one point ; — whed you say, the chief and great obatade jfind 
^^ resisiiance to the French will be afforded by the English Armyi 
'^ If that be so, Spain is lost. The English Anny, I hope^ wiU do 
^^ all which can be expected from their nuin^bers ; but the safety of 
^^ Spain depends upon the union of its inhabitants, their enthusiasm 
^^ in their cause, and tn their firm and devoted determination to die^ 
^^ rather than submit to the French ; nothing short of this will 
^^ enable them to resist the formidable attack about to be made upoa 
^^ them. If they will adhere, our aid can b^ of the greatest use to 
^^ them; but, if not, we shall soon be out-numbered, were our foiee 
" quadrupled. 

^^ I am, therefore, much more anxious to see exertion and energy 
<^ in the Government, and enthusiasm in their Armies, than to faiave 
" my force augmented. — The moment is a critical one — ^^my owa 
" situation is particularly so — I have never seen it othcrtn8c;-^:lnit 
^^ I have pushed into Spain at all hazards ; — -^ this was the onler of my 
" Grovemment — and' it was the will of the people of England. I 
^ shall endeavour to do my best, hoping that all the bad that may 
happen, will not happen ; but that with a share of bad, we shall 
alsa have a portion of good fortune. . . / :i I 

^^ This ii a loitg let^ for one who began by ssiying thaft he was 
^^ jaded; but I have been gradually drawn oa by the intwest I tabs 
^^ in f he. subject. You will communicate to Mr. Frere such^parts' as 
<^ yoii think proper; and he will, I hope, act upon them. Be so good 
^^ as to excuse me to him, for not particularly addressing himAel£ 
^ Lord Paget was at Conmna the ^th^ with two regiments^* the 
*^ 7^h and the 10th Hussars ; the other three were following fasti ( i 

"I remain, &c. t' u\ •/*!. v ?* 

*^ John Moorb.'' 
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Two nights after writing the above, Sir John was awakened by an 
express from General I^gnatelli, the Governor of the Province, to 
inform him that the French army had advanced and taken possession of 
the city of ValladoHd, which is only twenty leagues from Salamanca. 

It should not be forgotten that the Greneral had been informed offi* 
cially ^, that his entry into Spain would be covered by sixty or seventy 
thousand men : and Burgos was the city intended for the point of 
union for the different divisions of the British army. But already, 
not only Burgos, but VaUadolid, were in possession of the Enemy: 
and he found himself with an advanced corps in an open town, three 
marches from the French army, without even a Spanish piquet to 
dsverfais front. 

He had at this time only three brigades of infantry without a gun 
at Salamanca. The remainder were moving up in succession, but the 
whole could not arrive in less than ten days. 

' This situatioh being extremely different from what he had been 
taught to expect, and that upon which the instructions of the Secre- 
tary of State were founded, called for very different measures. For 
if the French advanced in force, he had no option but to fall back on 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; the country round which, being poor, could not 
snbsist the troops long: and if he retreated to Portugal, he hardly 
ioilirovdft his situation. 

The General had long foreseen the possibility of the FreiK^h 
advancing, to prevent the junction of the British troops ; and was 
qmie at a loss to comprehend the motives for the separation of the 
Spanish armies ; one of which was posted in Biscay, and the other 
in Arragon, while the country in front was left open^ as if to suffer 
the French to advance upon the British before they were united. 

« Vide Appendix B. 
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It appeared also very singular, that the advance of the French so 
£eu* into the country had produced no sensation among the people. 
The fact was established by a letter from General Pignatelli, the 
captain-general of the province ; yet the news was brought by no 
other channel. The people were all tranquil, and employed in their 
ordinary occupations and amusements ; and seemed to know or care 
very little about public matters. 

The General assembled the Junta : he communicated to them the 
capture of the city of ValladoUd, and explained the reasons ^^ that 

might render it necessary for him to retire at present to Ciudad. 

Rodrigo; that this temporary retreat ought not to dbcourage them; 
^^ but that they should employ every means in their power to rouse the 
^ enthusiasm of the people, which seemed to be somewhat abated.'' 

He represented, ^^ that no nation had obtained independence with- 
^^ out making great sacrifices ; and though the English would be 
^^ useful auxiliaries, that success could only be gained by the union 
^^ and effort of the Spaniards themselves.'' 

He told them, ^^ he must have the use of aU the carts and moles 
^^ in the country to transport his nuigazines to Ciudad Rodrig|a^ 
^f should it become requisite ; and that the troops, vitb three days 
^^ provisions, should be kept in readiness. But," he added, ^^ that 
^^ he had not yet stopt the advance of the rest of the army fioqfi 
^^ Portugal ; he was desirous of assembUng it there, and would 
^^ not retire without an absolute necessity." 

All this was listened to with calin acquiescence. Indeed the pas- 
:nve disposition of the Spaniards was most remarkable; for they 
heard of the generous intentions of the British, and of the destrtic-* i 
tive ravages of the French, with ahnost equal indiffereni5Q, . The- 
apathy of the people proved the inactivity of their rulers; for on such 
an occasion, there should not only, have been numerous armies on 
foot, but every man in Spain should have been armed, and ready to 
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act when required. ^ Nor did iMs appear to be impracticable. For 
the supineneM was not owing to disaffection among die people : the 
peasantry and lower orders were all well disposedj. bat in ascending 
to the higher ranks, the spirit of independence ^vapomted. 

The General detached some intelligent ofl^cers, with strong 
patroks, to gain intelligence ; by whom he socm learnt^ that, a thou- 
sand French cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, had entered Vaila^ 
doUd on the 13th, and retired to PdLencia next moroing. But he 
undei*stood that no infantry had advanced beyond BuFgos« He then 
sent orders to Generals Baird and Hope to concentrate their divi- 
siMkiy to advance with all speed to Salamanca, but to be upon their 
guard on their march. 

It is necessary here to go back a very Htde, to mmition that 
Mr. Frere arrived at Aranjuez at the beginning of November, as 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain* He of course superseded 
Lord William Bentinck and Mr. Stuart ; who, from having resided 
some time in Spain, and from personal qualifications, had got ac- 
^uttifiled with many of the leading men, and had acquired a dear 
insight into the statei of afiairs. 

^eir communications with each other, and with Colonel Ghdham 
who was at the head-quarters of the principal Spanish army; as well 
as their 'correspondence with Sir John Moore, were all conducted 
with harmony, and utility to the common cyise. 

This change in the administration of the dvil department occurred 
at the period when events were hastening to a crisis. 

Mr. Frere unfortunately had acquired his notions of Spanish po* 
Htics in London ; and his prepossesmons were much too strong to 
be effaced by the observations of his predecessOTS, ijir even to be 
altered by the most opposing fects. His peculiar notions wem^toteUy 
unknown to Sir John Moore; who, -to inform him «f hia«tuation, 
and to promote the public service, wrote as follows, from Almeida. .' 
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1^0971 Sir John Moore to the Right Honourable J. HooJcham 

Fi'crc. 

^^ fitllt, :; ' Almeida^ 10 Hiw. ISOS. 

i >^A6 Mt. Stoaot mentioned in a late letfter tudiidi I 
Miubd 4lie lioQour ^ receive fttim him, ^at he was in kooily -expec- 
*^Miatibn of yoor amval at Madrid) I conclude tkotere thia yoa kata 
i^< leeched that capital. . : 

' ' ^^ J i^aU not trouble you with any detail of my movemen[t8> ' as 
^^ ^ will obtain e^tyu^c^ssaiy infoMiation respecting tlietn firoM 
'^ Mi^; Stuart and Lord William Bentindt^ wkh both of whom I 
^^ liave been in oorresponidence Cfer isince I was appointed to this 
^^ ecAnmand. ^ i ^ 

The Supreme Junta have fixed upon Geiaerid Castsnos, as the 
pemon with whcmn I am to eontisponicl^ and to combine whatever 
opemtions are to be nnderfeiJ&en by ihe troops ubder my oonnmand. 
'^ Ttris^efennoi but bis comid^red as a step towakds appoiniing him 
'^ the Chvef Cammakidep of the JSpani^ army; and having gone so 
^^'fta^ k'isapky lliey did not go a little £sirtliery' tlad at otfce give 
^ tnm the ^^inttnent. Tya^ decision of the Junita ^s only com- 
^ mtanHSiVed toiHe a few i|ays e^ by Lord William, in a letter 
'^ which I reCeited on biy Mad €o filis place* I have Written' to 
^^ General CagtanoB^ to give Hd^ every itifonhatiOn- with reispect to 
*' the British fotte; the pM>bable peiiod dP its junction ; and I have 
^ requested to 'knew ih)m him, his pkns^ and his instructions, with 
^^ f^^ipt^ to the ' eoH3peratknfit hb expects from ns. It is needless to 
^^ say what tfififerent mtamres I ih^t have pursued, had I b^en 
^^ sooner informed of the stl'^Mg^ and* condition of the diiferent 
** 9fktdAi ttimtes. As it is, the principal part of the infSEtntry from 
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^^ Portugal is now passing the frontier; and by the middle of this 
^f. month ^lU .h^^ .a>Ueqt^d at .Salama,i^cii. ^.nd . Giudad Rodijgo, 
** General Hope, with the artillery, -the cavalry, and 3000 infantry, 
^' \^ill be in the neighbourhood of Madrid on the 22d; and the head 
" of ; Sir'JDavid Baird's corps will reach Astorga on the 14th. If 
!.iidtimij^ll4^erselmppenSs,'^i^<8bi^ be united eaily in December, 
more, qr I^sb advanced, according to the situation and movements 
$^ <if the armies now upon the JEbra In the mean time 1 shall wait 
^< at Salamanca, with the troops assembling dbiere, until Baird and 
<^ Hope are more forward. Much is still to be done in the article 
of equipment and of commissariat arrangement. As I see i more 
myself, of the resources of the country, I shall .be able to decide the 
^^ mode to be followed, for sepuring to us our supplies ; for the 
^^ present we must depend upon the Spanish Government, and tiieir 
^* Chief Director, Don Vincenti. 

^^ I understand from Sir Davi4^Baird that you .were kind enou^ 
^^to spare hin^ 40,000^. from .th^ monies you brought with you 
^^ from England. I, have to thank j you for thia supi^y; for when 
<^ he applied to me, it M98 witb.gfoat difficulty I was able .to 9pare 
^^ him dOO(ih We are now uti the greatest distreiBa lor mmi6y, and 
^< if a quantity does, not speedily anirn fromJSnglaiidy we must 
^^ depend upon the generosity of the. SpanitnU for/ ow /supplies. I 
<^ doubt at present if there ia wben^withal^ after the 34th of this 
f^ month, to pay the troops their, subsistence^ I Um tiiat in film- 
land, until very lately, they were not aware of the impossibility 
of procuring money either in Portugal^ or. Spain..; "I leave this ito- 
morrow, and shall proceed by Ciu4sd, Rodrigo to Salaipatnca ; 
'^ where I shall hope to have the honour to hear from you. 

^^ I have the honour tp be, .. 
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I trust you will have the goodness to excuse whatever is in* 
formal in this letter ; you may believe it proceeds from no dis- 
respect to you, but I have not been informed, and am quite ignorant 
of your appointment, whether Ambassador or Minister Plenipo- 

^^ tentiary ; and thought it better to ^ve you no titles^ rather than 

*^ the wrong one/' 

* To this letter the following answer was sent« 

From the Honourable J. H. Frere to His Excellency Sir John 

] Moore, KmB. 

" SIB, Aranjuezj Nw. 13, 1808. 

^^ I HAVE this evening received the letter which you 
^' did me the honour to dire<H io me from Almeida, and which was 
^^ delivered to me by Lord Wi^anl Bentinck. His messenger, who 
^^ sets off with the account, which I received only this morning, of 
^^ the unlucky afiair of the 10th near Burgos, enables me to thank 
you for the view which you, have given me of your intended move- 
ments, and to mitigate ^e bad news, by the assurance which I 
'^ think I can venture to give, that it has not created any visible 
'^ d^ree of uneasiness or discouragement in the minds of the leading 
^^ persons here. The'p66pie, liiough much irritated, as it is said> 
^^ are still frurther frtim being dejected thail their leaders. 5000 men 
^^ mUrched forward to-day frtnn Madrid, and two regiments from 
^< Toledo. The fixed iipirit of resistdnce tehich, without calculation 
of danger or of means, seems to have rooted itself in the minds 
of the people, appears superior to any reverses. 
** You will have heard of overtures of negotiation : it seems doubtful 
^^ whether Buonaparte meant to include Spain in the number of our 
with whom he proposes to treat ; and still more, whether he 
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^' would cffev >term8 which it wo(^ be possible lb accept. I should 
'^ incMiie to tliinic, therefore, that he had no other obfect dian that of 
'^ cajoluig the Bmperor of Russia, ahd facili<aii^ the conscription. 
'^ Heiiall not disunite Spain* and England^ aod I feel confident dmt 
^^-he will- not succeed in lowering tbeikme, or relaxing the spirit, of 
" this country. 

" You probably are already acquainted with the appointment of 
'^ the Marquis Romana to the command of Castaho^s and Blake's 
^^ army. His nomination is, I understand, a popular one at Madrid ; 
^^ and his long absence has^giTcn him ait> advantage which » pecti* 
'^ liar to him, that of being wliolly unmiked in the political intrigues 
" of the day. 

^^ I shall be obliged to Mr. Stuart for his assistance in the 
^^ military as well ae other parts of my conre^xftidence ; a circum- 
^^ stance* which L trus<* will ii66 be unsatisfhctoify to^ you, as it will, I 
'^ am persua^fedy be eondueive'to^llie farthering of the pnbtie service. 

^ • "** 1 have'ttie honour to be, 

Yoigr ol)edient humbly servant. 



^ '>► .'■•1 S ' *« •* 



'' J. H. l?KBa»'' 
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The piieconceiyed notions of Mr, Freije. ^ye^e cn^ ^^,^t 

itw% by calling the defeat, of the £at]:f;iaadiu:a,.AriAy^ 

of the 10th ; and by the wacm^^bscripidoa of the vpjri^t; of ier> 
Stance of a people, whom he had just, .conqie .amgpg. ,iK»|.>? '• 

The cowespquiknce continuea , ^ . ,, .^ 4.^ v> .y>»--!> i^ '• 

f - • 

♦ . * - . ..;.-. - ' : -^^i^Y ihh' ?••?'!. •• 
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I^om Sir John Moore to the Right Honourable 

♦7. Hookham Frei^e. 
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*^ SIB, Salamanca^ Nov. 16, 1808. 

^^ I HAD last night the honour to receive your letter 
?' of the 13th, together with letters of the 14th from Mr. Stuart and 
^* Lord William Bentinck. 

" It does pot appe^ certain whether the French have advanced in 
any force to Valladolid ; and there is po reason to think, from the 
informfsitiQn which reached n\e last night, that they have passed it. 

" In the course of this day all this wiU be ascertained, from the 

.,-•■■ 

'^ reports of the officers and other persons I have sent out. 

^' General Pignatelli's conduct was certainly not such as became 
^^ a person hplding a situation of such trust. He seems to have 
** run off upop the first alarm. It was right for him to retire^ 
" and put his person in safety, but no farther; there he should have 
*^ stopped, and not have left the people without a head. It was his 

duty, I conceive, to have collected information, in order to com- 

...... ^ • , 

municate it to me, and to those who, like me, were ' materially 
** interested. I did pot kpow, until I received Mr. Stuart's letter^- 
that tlie defeat of the Esti:emadura army had.be^n so complete. 
It was however nothing more than was to be expected, when 
^^ so small a corps was committed so near to the strength of the 
"Enemy. \ 

^^ I have been unable hitherto to understand the movements ^nd 
*^ positions of the Spanish armies ; but I have taken it for granted 
that they were formed from local circumstances, and a knowledge 
of the country, of which I was ignorant. I should otherwise have 
said they were upon a scale much too great for the strength of 
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" their armies. I be^n to fear that this is the case, and that, if 
their system be not changed, we shall all of us very soon be beaten 
in detail. To cover and protect the British army, whilst upon its 
march from such distant points in order to unite, never seems to 
have been in the contemplation of the Spanish generals; and 
now, from the position the French have taken, the accomplish- 
ment of it is become exceedingly precarious. My position here is a 
*^ bad one, in as much as my movements in it are confined, and 
*' leave nothing- but a barren country to retire upon. I should un- 
doubtedly be . better at Valladolid ; but it is impossible for me to 
go there, whilst the French in force are so near it, and the Spanish 
" armies are at such a distance. Until my force is united, I must 
'^ be covered and protected. As the corps come to me from such 
^* opposite directions, Corunna and Madrid, I cannot move toTi'ards 
" one, without increasing my distance, and forsaking the other; 
^^ and whilst they are each marching towards me, if I am forced 
" to fall back, they will both risk to be destroyed. The difference 
^^ hitherto between the position of the Spanish and French armies, 
as they have struck me, is this — the French, in order to con- 
centrate, or to strengthen either flank, move upon the chord, the 
Spaniards upon the circumference ; the movements of the one are 
short, and can be easily concealed, those of the other extended, 
and exposed to be interrupted. I shall write to Greneral Hope to 
consider it as his object to join me at this place with all expedi- 
tion ; but to be guided by the information he receives of the move- 
ments of the Enemy^ and to use his discretion. I shall direct 
^^ General Baird to collect the whole of his corps at and aboi^ 
\ Astorga, whence his retreat to Corunna is safe ; but not to come 
towards me, until I give him notice ; and in this I shall be guided 
by what I perceive of the Enemy on this side of the Ebro, and 
^' from the information I expect to receive from the Marquis de 
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^^ la Romana, of his designs, and the direction he means to give to the 
^' Spanish armies. I know not where to address the Marquis ; I 
^' have therefore written this military letter to you, and request 
^^ you will communicate its contents to him. 

" The contents of the two letters I addressed lately to General 
^^ Castanos, and which were sent under cover to Lord William Ben- 
*' tinck, will of course be given to him ; — the tone of conciliation 
^^ which I have adopted in my letters to General Castanos, and which 
I shall continue to the Marquis Romana, I trust you will approve. 
I wish to impress upon whoever commands the Spanish armiea, 
that I consider myself as having but one interest with him, and 
that he will find me as ready as any of his own Generals to follow 
and support his plans. The power and controul over the direction 
of my own army, which, as commanding an auxiliary force, I have ; 
^^ I shall keep out of sight, and hope never to be obliged to exert. 
You already know how much we are distressed for mopey. Mr. 
Stuart and Lord William both say that it is to be got by loaOf or 
^' for bills, at Madrid. This differs from the information gtvei]L to 
me by Mr. Kennedy ; but I shall be happy to find that they are 
right, and that Mr. Kennedy has been misinformed.! If Mir. 
^^ Erskine were here, I should send him to Madrid for that purpose; 
^^ for if money is to be foipid, (such are our necessities) that we musl 
get it upon any terms ; but, as Mr. Erskine has not joined me,, and 
as, in his absence, I cannot spare Mr. Kennedy, I shall take it as 
a very particular fisivour if you will be kind enough to ^ye me your 
^^ assistance in this matter : — I have desired Mr. Kennedy to write 
^^ to you upon it. 

^^ With respect to our supplies, I do not apprehend want. If they 
^^ exist in the country, and we have money, our Commissariat will 
^^ procure them. What we want is, some persons conversant in the 
mode, and furnished with authority to call forth the aid of the 
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^^ country, and of the Magistrates atfd ci\^ atithorities ; if lioti 
*^ Vihcepti be the person entrusted hy ttie SpafmsK GovCThment 
" fdr the supjdy of their army, some per^mi Croih hiiA> io i^hom 
*^ he has delegated his information aiid hfs correspondence mth his 
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" knowledge and with Tils aiith&fity dur Comnii^arrat^ — I should 
" ramerthis plerson, were a ihah of chiaracter,*6ot looking solely t6 
"malting a prbperty'of us, butihat ctfuld be trusted, and Kkely to 
^^ TC sausiS'ed with having discharged an important duty, and \Viih 
" such pecuhiafv reward as would necessarily ilttend it. ♦ * 
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** I'bave'But' ohemoi'e '^liject to'^^ up6n: — were die Ofliiers 
'''' employed wi^K %e ^cBifftreiit drtdi^s to bdr^Jiortd, diey might 
^<^^ bebh 'useful %efbfeeifh^ ^^ Br I ^ere s^ht to Spain, >aM 
'<' w'fien it was nece^sa^ rdr'mV^h^eKt'at Home'^o^<nv wHat w^ 
^«*'pM8mg ; b\it 1 bwtf Mt rdiMfpprave Bf siriy'^on Mi^ att<iib- 
'" n'ie'a tb ' correspond ^Aiciifly'^*' GbVenfiiKfnt feut you and — 
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me. 
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^' if I'want' ah* English Offifcer^feit^any 




" many pai^cmars^o ^ihe, which if is urih'^cfesid^ arid Inghly kii^ro- 
^* per fbr'him to cbmmiim^te <o' ^^ 
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^* to them. My wish b, to overset the whole system ; to send them 
i^ with their Spanish rank to England ; and to send, as they m^^y 
" occasionally be wanted either by yourself or me, Officers, or others, 
^^ who will look to no rank or emolument but from their own country, 
>^ in whose duty alone they should consider themselves employed, and 
^^ who, when no longer wanted, return to their former occupations. 

" I have the honour to remain, 

** John Moore." 

Some of the predictions contained in the above letter were but too 
sdon verified; for next day a letter was received fr6m Mr. Stuart at 
iMbdrid, of which dve fc^owifig is an extract : 

" Madrid^ nth November^ 1808. 

" Thb defeat experienced by Blake on the 11th of 
*^*this month, the oecupation of Valladolid by the French, and the 
" distance between the different divisions of your curmy, give room 
** for the most melancholy reflections. The Orders which have 
"^ been 'transmitted by -the Junta, in consequence of this state of 
'* things, » will, I fMo*, be very inadequate- to meet the evil. 

** The advance of ^ few regiments in Andalusia, the concentration 
** of 'the imnaways from OBurgoa, -fee. at Segovia, and the attempt 

' " 'to render the passes of the' Somasiera and the Guardarama defensible, 

^^^11 not save Medrid or Spain. And unless Blake effects his 
*^ union with you, and-Gastanos brings together the whole of Arragoh, 

'^^iGa*aloma,'Reding's' division, &c. so 'as to form a force superior to 
^''oppcmente, *v^ho are increasing daily, I cannot flatter myself wifli 

^ * • any Prions hope of a good result.' ' 

- * Other *«ccoants were received - of the defeat of General ;Blake''s 
army, which softened the misfortune. But letters were received 
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from Colonel Graliaiii^ who was stationed with flie Central Army, and 
w ho gave a sad detail of cabals and divisions between the Generals, 
with the injudicious interferences of the Junta. 

But neither reason, nor the experience of all ages, nor their own 
misfortunes, could prevail upon the Junta to appoint a Commander 
in Chief. Sir John Moore's ideas are best explained by himself. 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^^ SIR, Salamanca^ I9th November^ 1808. 

^^ A CouRiBR from Madrid brought me this morning 
" letters from Mr. Stuart and Lord William Bentinck of the 17th : 
^^ the former inclosed an order from the Supreme Junta of Ciudad 
^^ Rodrigo, to place 20,000 dollars at my disposition, to be repaid 
^^ hereafter. The Junta of this town are endeavouring to get money 
** for us. Nothing can exceed the attention of the Marquis Cinalbo, 
'* the President ; the Clergy, with Dr. Curtis at their head, exert 
'^ themselves ; and even a Convent of Nuns have promised five thou- 
*^ sand pounds; — aU this shews great good- will. The funds, how- 
ever, which it can raise, are small, and very inadequate to our 
wants. I trust that you will be able to supply us more amply 
^' from Madrid, until those from England arrive. A King's messen- 
ger brought me, on the night of the 17th, a Letter from Lord 
Castlereagh of the 2nd, in which he informs me, that two millions 
of dollars are upon their passage to Corunna ; but his Lordship 
adds, that the difficulty of procuring silver is such, in England, 
that I must not look for a further supply for some months, and 
he impresses the necessity of taking every means of obtaining 
money upon the spot. The expected arrival of the above sum frx>m 
'^ England, must not, therefore, lessen your endeavours to get what 
'' you can for us at Madrid. 



€4 
U 



U 
44 
€4 
4i 
« 
44 
4i 



39 

*^The French, who entered Valladolid upon the afternoon of the 
15th, left it the following morning ; they were a thousand cavalry 
and two pieces of cannon ; they returned to Placentia, and have 
not since advanced ft*om it. I have written to Sir David Baird to 
advance a part of his corps to Benavente, and to close up the 
rest to Astorga; when this is done, he will forward that from 
Zamora, and follow with the rest ; but as the propriety of these 
movements depends upon those of the Enemy, the execution of 
them is left entirely to Sir David's discretion, who must be guided 
by the information he receives; — his rear vrill not reach Astorga 
before the 4th of December. 

^'. I heard of General Blake's defeat and retreat to Reynosa; but 
I knew no particulars, until I received this morning Mr. Stuart's 
letter. General Leith, who is employed with that army to cor- 
respond, has never written a line to me since I was in conamand. 
I want General Officers ; — I have, therefore, written to him to 
leave any of the Officers with him, to carry on the correspondence, 
and to join Sir David Baird at Astorga. 

*^ The scenes which Colonel Graham describes, in his letters,- 
as passing at the Head Quarters of the Central Army, are deplor- 
able. The imbecility of the Spanish Government exceeds belief. 
The good-will of the inhabitants, whatever it may be, is of little 
use whilst there exists no ability to bring it into action. 
" I am in communication with no one Spanish army ; nor am I 
acquainted with the intentions of the Spanish Government, or of 
any of its Generals. Castanos, with whom I was put in correspon- 
dence, is deprived of his command at the moment I might have 
expected to hear from him ; and La Romana, with whom I suppose 
I am now to correspond (for it has not been officially communi- 
cated to me) is absent — God knows where. In the mean time 
the French are within four marches of me, whilst my army is only 
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'r,'taseinblmg : in Avhat numbers they are, I cannot learn. No 
^^ channels of intelligence have been opened to me ; and I have not 
** been long enough in the country to procure them myself. I state 
** "these particulars to you, I wish it were in my power to go myself 
^^ to Aranjuez, or Madrid, to represent them ; for reaUy if dungs are 
^^ to continue in this state, the ruin of the Spanish cause, and the 
defeat of their armies, is inevitable ; and it will become my duty 
to consider alone the safety of the British army, and to take steps 
" to witlidraw it from a situation, where, without the possibility of 
^' doing good, it is exposed to certain defeat. 

^^ I shall detain the King's messenger until I hear ftorxt you ; lest 
'^ you should wish to send by him any dispatches to England. I 
" shall beg of Lord William Bentinck io join the army, where, I 
^^ tiiink, his services will now be most usefuL 

" 1 have the honour to be, 

*^ John Moore/^ 

In this letter Sir John Moore complains of not having heard from 
General Leith ; which was owing probably to the dilatoriness of the 
messenger, who at last reached Salamanca with the following 
tidings. 

From General Leith to Sir John Moore. 

JRenede Valley/ of Caqueringa, Province 
^^ SIR, of Las Montanos de SarUander^ 1 5th Nov. 1 808. 

*^ I REGRET to inform you that the army of General 
" Blake, in which was lately incorporated the infantry of the Marquis 
^^ de la Romana's division, has been defeated in several attacks since 
^' the 5th instant, and is entirely dispersed ; I have not time to enter 
^^ into detail of this unfortunate reverse, carrying with it such 
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^^ serious censequences, for fear of delaying the intimation of iliat 
*^ which is ^so essential to make known in general terms to the Com- 
^ mander of the British army advandng from Portugal to Galicia. 
^^ The Estremadciran army has also experienced a reverse at Buigos. 
^ Ih short, the British army has nothing to depend upon in Las 
^' Montanos de Santander. In Asturias there are but a few battalions, 
*^ totally undisciplined ; and, by the last accounts, the French occupy 
from Reynosa. to Burgos. Except what remains of the Estremaduran 
army, (the portion of which I am ignorant) 4and the British army, 
*^ there is nothing to prevent the Enemy from advancing towards 
Leon and Vailadolid that I know of. I very much suspect that he 
( will avail himself of this movement, to attack in detail the army 
'^^ of Palafbx and Castanos, united nominally ; and all of which ar^ 
placed under the command of the M arqtiis do la Romana« The 
army has suflFered principally from famine ; and I do not think 
that it is possible to re-unite those who are flying in all directions, 
nearer than Astorga and Oviedo. It does not appear* that^ there 
"has been uny want of spirit in the men; and in many- instances, 
** especially of the divisions of the North, distinguished condtkit. 
** Some of the new Officers have not behaved so well.- 'Captain 
'** Pasly, Royal Engineers, who was sent to Head Quarters to obtain 
>^ information, and to comtnimicate with the British army, I hope may 
have given early intelligence of the state of things. Captain 
Lefebren, R. E. is Ae bearer of this letter, and will be able to give 
** such information as may be required. I regret to state that Captain 
^^ Rich, R. E. was wounded, but I hope he is doing well : I 
" caused him to be embarked on board the Cossack frigate at Sant- 
•^^ ander, from wh*cnce I saw seventeen sail of transports, with' war- 
•** like stores and provisions, when there appeared no chance ot this 
•** Province remaining covered from the Enemy, tirho, no doujbt, will 
^^ occupy a point so'usefrd to the SpMifards*, and eventually -to* the 
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^ British. i^Mditander was in die power of the Enemy^ after possessing 
the roads of Esciido and Be3rnosa. Hie accounts of thc^r hiBtving 
entered that town are not yet rei^ived, however. The di£ferent 
attacks have been at Zorosa (between Durango and Bilboa) 
Valmaseda^ Arantia ; and the total deroute^ after a defeat at Bspi- 
nosa de las Montanax. About 7000 re*assembled at Reynosa on 
^^ the 13th instant^ but without any order ; from thence they retreated 
'^ after dark, and have arrived in this valley, as a half-starved and 
^^ straggling mob, without officers, and all mixed in utter coqftision. 
^^ Never has there been so injudicious and ruinous a system begun and 
'^ persisted in^ as that which has led to the serious disasters of the 
^^ present moment. The Marquis de la Romana, who is here, is 
^^ quite of that opinion ; and if the army on the other side, and near 
^^ the Bbro, has not, or shall not have suffered before he can take 
** this direction, I hope affairs may resume a more favourable 
^^ aspect. I had prepared copies of reports on the different a£bir8, 
<< addressed by different Officers to Lord Castlereagh ; but, unfortu- 
'^ nately, all my papers are on board the Cossack man of war. Mr. 
^' Amiotte, the Deputy Commissary-General, has been in such bad 
^^ health since his arrivaji, that it was difficult enough to get the stores, 
'^ &c. embaiked. I apprehend the convoy, chiefly consisting of 
^^ warlike stores iot the Marquis of Romana's division, and arms and 
'^ provisions, under my orders, for the aid of the armies of Spain, has 
^^ gone to Corunna ; as they could not at this season keep the sea, 
^^ and there is no good port nearer than the last-mentioned, from 
^^ whence the roads towards Leon are not so good. I should hope 
^^ soon to get near the British army. Under the present circumstances, 
^^ I feel an awkwardness at leaving the Marquis de la Romana, with 
** whom I have received particular instructions to communicate on 
^^ any point still unsettled. I hope, however, he will soon be able to^ 
^' disengage lumself from this part of the army (if such it can be 
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called) ; and -he may probably be obliged to go near the British 
army before he can communicate with the rest of his own troops, * 

^^ I have the honour-to be^ 

" Janus Leith, 
M. GreneraL 

*^ I inclose a rough idea of the nituation of this valley, relatively 
<^ to the great route from Reynosa to Santander/' 

Nothing certainly could be worse judged, than ihe orders sent 
by the Junta, to General Blake to fight the French army alone ; 
instead of directing him to fall back, and unite with General Baird 
at Astorga ; for this Spanish army was in no condition to contend 
with regular troops. There were, it is true, between eight and 
nine thousand regular soldiers, which had escaped from Denmark 
with the Marquis of Romana, and who fought well ; but they were 
overpowered by auperior numbers. The rest of this army consisted 
of unfortunate peasants, who had suffer^ with constancy for four 
months privations which would have annihilated a British aimy. 

They had endured excessive fatigue, were without shoes, almost 
without clothes, exposed to the cold on snowy mountains, obliged 
frequently to depend for subsistence on such animals as they caught 
t>y accident ; on meat without salt, a food totally repugnant to the 
habits of Spaniards. Tliey passed many days without bread. Their 
condition was so wretched, that it is not to be wondered at that they 
were easily dispersed, and had no inclination to rally. 

Some of the frigitives even passed Salamanca. 

The M arqids Romana did not consider it prudent to remain at 
Reynosa ; he retired to Leon, to re-assemble as many as he' could 
collect 
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It was now in ^the choice of Buonaparte eidker td turn his anns 
against Castanos, who was posted in Aragou, or to march against 
the British, prevent their juuction,^ a^rvd cgmpel them to retire to 
Portugal and to their ships. 

Sir John Moore could do nothing to hinder this ; for, being placed 
nearly in the centre between two divisions of his army which were 
approaching from different points^ he was constrained to- wait at 
Salamanca, in expectation that th^y should be permitted to join him. 
The following extract of a letter to one of his brothers marks his 
view of the state of afi^rs. It is dated Salamanca. November 26, 
1808. 

" Upon entering Spain I have found aflairs in a very dif- 
*^ ferent state from what I expected, or from what they are thought 
" to be in England. 

^^ I am in a scrape from which Cod knows how I am to extricate 
" myself. But, instead of Salanftinca, this army shoidd have been 
" assembled at Seville. The poor Spaniards deserve a better fate, 
i" for they seem a fine people ; but have &dlen into hands who have 
" lost them by their apathy and ******. 

" The Junta, jealous of their Generals, gave them no power ; but 
'^ kept them at the head of separate armies, each independent of the 
" other. Thus they have prevented any union of action. 

" They took no pains to recruit the armies, or to fiurnish them 
" with arms and clothing. In short, during the interval that the 
" French were weak, they did nothing either to overpower them 
** before their reinforcements arrived, or to meet them with superior 
•^ numbers when reinforced. 

** When I marched into this country, in three divisions, from 
^^ Corunna, Xiisbon, and roimd by Madrid, instead of finding any 

army to cover the junction of the three corps, until our supplies 

and stores came up, which were necessary to enable us to act; 
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^ I found that the Spanish armies were placed on each flank of i^e 
^ French; one in Biscay, and the other on the river Alagon ; at 
^ such a distance as to be able to give no sort of support to each 

* other, or to combine their movements ; and leaving it also in the 
^ power of the Frenck to attack either army with their whole force,. 
^ as soon as they were ready. 

^' They accordingly attacked Blake, and have completely dispersed 

* his army. Officcrs^ and men are 'flying in every direction. Many 
^ of them have' |mss4d this. • i 

^^ They abo got a coips^ called the Estnemadura army, beat at 
^. Burgos ;> where ijtfaey sent/it, without any' motive, close to the 

* strength of the French. 

^' I was desired ta ^correspond with; Qauakanoky and combine my 
^ movenfents *with him ; butaa;I began Juy^ correspondence, he was 
^ susjpended, and the Marquisf of Romana msied to the. chief com^-' 
^ inand: but whawhenl lastiheard^vasat Santandeiao.. 

" I am in no correspondence'with any of their generals or armies.^ 
^ I know not their plans, (Hr^ihoseof the Spanish government. No 
^ channels of information have been opened'tom^; and, as yet st 
^^ stranger, I have been^ able to establish no certain ones for myself. ' 
^Che Enemy are at Valladolid, in^ what force I cannot make out; 

and I have my junction, to make with Baird, whose whole forcef 
*^ will not be at Astorga until the; >^th, of December, and with Hope, 
*^ who Will be. at Arevola about the same time. 

^^ Castanos and Palafox have about 40,000 men, mostly undisci- 
^^ plined peasants, upon the Ebro and Alagon. And this is all the 
'* Spaniahls have to oppose 100,000 French troops. The provinces 
'^ aire not armed,' and as to enthusiasm I have seen no marks of itl 

" That the Spaniards miist be driven from Madrid is inevitably j 

they have no force to resist. When they will bring up, or if they 

vnU bring up at all, * I cannot giiess. In this province, and 
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'^ throughout Old .Cafitilc^ there is no iQark of any intention to 
"make any effort. , The French cavalry are overrunning the plains^ 
^^ raising contributions^ to which the people submit without re- 
^^ sistance. 

" There may be more character in other parts. Enthusiasm^ and 
" an obstinate determination not to submit to^ the French yoke^ may 
^ do much. .But.eveii.ia this case the Government has been impro* 
'^ vid^nt: arms, ammunition, and other means, are wanting. 

^' The probability therefore is that the.Fceneh will succeed ; and 
f^ if they, do, it .will.be firiom no talent haying sprung up, after the 
^ first, effort^ to take advantage of the inipnlsef,aild of the enthusiasm 
" which then existed. .j:'.. 

^^ I undisrstand all is fear and. codfiisicm at Madnd. 

^^ TW Jamsea ^18 diffioihto. juc^atadist^^ . Hie Spaniards 
* ^ hxve not shewa tibemselvjM A.^wse. or. . a . provident people. Their 
^^ wisdom is. not.. a.. vrisdom .i»f faction; but still they are a fine 
V people;; a character of their own,' quite distinct &€an other nations; 
^^ and. much might have been done with them. Perhaps they may 
^^ rouse agaiu^ Pniy for me that I! may make right decisions: if I 
^^ make bad ones, it will not be for waCnt of consideraticm. 

^^ I sleep little, it is now only five in the morning ; and I have 
f^ concluded, since I got up, this long letter. 

** Your affectionate brother, 

" John Moorb.'" 

• 

One of the qualities of the mind with which Sir John Moore was 
gifted in a most extraordinary degree, was that of prescience. The 
letters he wrote during the campaign to two military friends, as 
well as those to his own £unily, prove that he foresaw very early 
leverv event which afterwards took place. No movement was madt 
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by Buonaparte, however artfully concealed, that was unexpected by 
him. Therefore, though the intelligence he received was always 
defective, and generally false, he was often able to supply the defi- 
ciency by a most extraordinary sagacity. 

A circumstance obcuiredat this time, to the honour of the Spaniards, 
which is thus related in his Journal : 

^^ Lord Proby was. at Tordesillas reconnoitring, when a patrole of 
^^ French cavalry came into the town. They stayed some time. 
(^ Every man in the town knew that Proby was there, for he had 
'^ been two days among them ; yet not a man betrayed him. And 
<^ when the cavalry left the place, and his Lordship came into the 
<^ street^ they all testified their satis&ction, and declared that, though 
'^ they had no arms, they would have died rather than have alloii^d 
*♦ him to be taken.'* 

Sir David Baird in his march from Corunna had to straggle with 
difficullies of a kind totally new to him^ 

His General had distinguished himself in many campaigns in 
India, where the British iarmy are always accompanied with so nu- 
merous a train of slaves, servants, and sutlers, hones, bullocks, and 
elephants, that the troops are ndt only abundantly supplied with 
necessaries, but even furnished with many luxuries. 

But here Sir David had to encounter a thousand deficiencies ; he 
met with a variety of obstacles to his progress, and received little 
aid from the Spaniards to overcome them. In order to procure 
sufficient supplies for the troops, and to be able to carry forward 
the baggage, he was obliged to divide his small corps into smaller 
dbtachments; each following the other at considerable distances. 
He arrived at Astorga November 19 with a part of his infantry ; but 
.the following extract of a letter which he wrote from that place, will 
explain his situation* 



48 



Sir David JBaird to Sir John Moore. 

• a . ■ 
" MY DEAR SIR JOHN, : .:. u , N(wember 2ZdL 

^' The more I consider dtir ^ituajdon, the more I am 
'^ convinced of the danger that would attend my making, at the 
^ present moment, ^ny movement in advance, or attempt to join 
^^ you, until my force is • hiore collected. We .have ^-nb kind of sup- 
" port to expect from the Spaniards, : who are completely dispersed 
f? and driven from the field. And if I were to move forward die 
^^ infantry I have at present here, I should necessarily expoee iny^ 
^^ self to be heateh in .detail, wilihont a <^nce of being able to. op- 
^ pose any effectual resistaHoe. 

" The Enemy are certainly at Majorga, and th^r parties have 
^ pushed forward 'almost close, to Benavente. Prom inypieseijat wknt 
" of cavalry I have not been able t0 ascertain how forward their infantr^ 
^' may be; But- aa they. ha^< had the army which ! de&atdd Blake 
^^ unoccupied since; the 13tK, and that which routed the DEstrema- 
*f durans sioce.thelOtlv .1 cannot beKeve- that they are very remote, 

?^ On my Jeft they have gushed forward as far. as St. Vinceoio de 
^^ la Burena and Colombasy * both of which places were attacked on 
^^ the 19th instant Of their being carried there can hie little doubt ; 
" as there does not appear to.be any force in ; the Asturias sufficient 
" to resist them. And should they have been successful, my.cotxt- 
V municatiojft with my rear may be endangered^ by their advance 
^^ on the road through Monderedo or Lugo. 

" Under these circumstances I have felt it my duty- to consult 
** with the General Officers here, as to the measures it would be 
^* proper to adopt ; and their sentiments are perfectly in unison with 
*^ my own ; that unless you should judge it absohitely requi^te, it 
'^^ would not be advisable to attempt to advance, without I should 
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be able to assemble my whole force at this place, previous to be- 
*^ ginning to move. Should however the Enemy advance in force 
^^ before that time, which >vill not be previous to December 4, from 
*> the general tenor of your letters to me, and particularly from the' 
" intention you express in that of the 15th of falling back on Ciu* 
^^ dad Rodrigo, if the Enemy approach nearer than Valladolid, I 
>^ shall instantly commence my retreat, taking care if possible to 
^^ move by the time they are within three days' march of me, to 
^^ prevent the confusion and loss necessarily attendant on a close 
** pursuit, 

** I had ^\^ltten thus far when I had the satisfaction to receive 
** your two letters of the I9th instant ; and it is particularly grati- 
^/ iying to me to have your sanction to the measures I proposed to 
adopt. It is very extraordinary that I have been unable to ob- 
tain any omt of information respecting die position of £he Enemy^s 
infantry, although I have used every endeavour to get intel* 
ligence. 

" I inclose a copy of some intelligence communicated by a person 
who was sent from L<eon to obtain information respecting the 
movements of the French, and of a letter written by Colonel 
^* Graham from the head-quarters of Castanos' army. 

From the latter it is clearly apparent how very much exaggerated 
the accounts generally circulated c/f tlie strength of the Spanish 
armies have been. In all probability Castanos and Palafox may 
^^ by this time have met with the same reverse as Blake ; in which 
case the Spaniards could have no force deserving the denomina* 
tion of an army in the field. 

" As it could never be intended by the British Government that 
** our army should engage in the defence of this Country unaided 
** and unsupported by any Spanish force, I confess, my dear Sir 
^' John, I begin to be at a loss to discover an object at this mo- 
ment in Spain : it being very evident that ^ Spaniards are 
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'* not at this moment In a situation to be capable of assembling a 
^^ force competent to offer any serioitis resistance to the progress of 
^^ the French arms. 

^* It is very remarkable that I have not procured the least ititel- 
<^ ligence^ or received any sort of communication^ from any of the 
^^ official Authorities at Madrid, or either of the Spanish Genemls. 
" Neither Mr. Frere nor Lord Williaxn Bentinck have written to 
" me for a considerable time, 

" I remain, my dear Sir John, &c. 

^^D. Baied/' 

This excellent letter shews how very just a notion Sir David Baird 
entertained of the Spanish affairs ; and it appears that botihi himself, 
and the Generals in his army^ saw the pro^ct of events in bven 
a more desponding light than Sir John Moore, who indeed states at 
this period in his Journal — 

'^ I see my situation as clearly as any one, that nothing can be 
worse ; for I have no Spanish anny to give me the kast assistance, 
only the Marquis Romana is endeavouring to assemble the fu- 
gitives from Blake^s army at Leon. 
^^ Yet I am determined to form the juncdon of this army, and to 
** try our fortune. We have no business here as things are ; but, 
*^ being here, it would never do to abandon the Spaniards -without a 
" struggle/* 

The difficulty of obtaining intelligence was one of the great em- 
barrassments which the English had to contend with ; and, what 
was quite unexpected, the Spanish generals complained as much of 
this as the En^ish. 

It was excessively £fficalt to learn th^ truth by private means,, 
and the public official reports wiere uniformly false. Many other 
examples ^i^ oeeur in the yragvens of this narrative* On the 
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23d qf November Greneral Blake ivrote from Leon, that the French 
bpd advsoiced from Sahagune, and were collecting a force at Ampudla 
and Rio Seco. And the Marquis Romana transmitted additional 
infonnatAOflt^ wluch waer repeated through other channels, ^^ tl^at 
"■ d^ £nemy had^ on the 24th instant, collected a corps of 14,000 , 
^^ in&nti!}t at Rio Seco^ and that they had in addition 4000 cavalry 
" iu. tliidb neighbourhood/* Sir David' Baird naturally believed this 
inlbrmatiim';. and concluded that this corps was intended to fall upon 
him. befoue his troops- were collected in a body. He therefore pre- 
pared tcti retreat, and applied to Sir John Moore for directions^ 
whetbei: the; cavalry should retire through Portugal, or be embarked^ 
and go by sea. 

Sir John however discovered, that Blake and Romana had been 
deeeived by reports spread in consequence of a strong coips of 
French cavalry scouring the country. They had difiused a wide 
alarm ; but the General learnt that the principal part of the French 
army was marching ag^nst Castanos. He thereSnre sent orders to 
Sir Dkvid Baird to advance and join hinL The. efieot of these false 
account^' was, however, ta retard the junction. 

The situation of affairs in. Spain waa becoming more and more 
critical; and' every account sent to Sir John Moore by men of smmd' 
judgment was filled with convincing proofs that the Spanish GovenH 
ment had most unwisely concealed their very desperate state from 
their ally. 

Lieut;-General Hope, who always fulfilled the wishes of his Com- ^ 
mander^ had persevered in a toilsome march ; and, by indefatigable' ' 
exertions, and good arrangements, had provided for the .subsistence 
. of the corps placed under his command, and brought thtta forward ' 
to the neighbourhood of Madrid. 

The accounts he wrote from that CSty, November 20, were just 
and discouraging. He there found Lord William Bentinck, who 
had transmitted so much useful and accurate information. 
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They both had a conference with the artfiil^ subtle^ and unprincipled 
Morla — a political hypocrite acting the part of a patriot, a Spanish 
nobleman despising honour. 

This base man, foreseeing the probable superiority of Buonaparte, 
secretly combined with him ; and was now cunningly retarding 
every useful measure, and suggesting every mischievous one which 
he durst, without exciting suspicion of his designs. As Sir John 
Moore * perceived there was no Spanish force in the North capable 
of opposing the French armies, he was considering of the expe- 
diency of carrying the English army to the South, and there mak- 
ing a stand, where ther^ might be a probability of giving eflFec- 
tual aid. '' 

In the above conference, Morla,. aware of this judicious plan, did 
his utmost to prevent its being adopted, and endeavoured ta entrap 
a part at least of the British army. 

The words of General Hope's letter are, 

*^ MY DEAR MOORE, Madrid^ 20th Nwembcr, 1S08. 

*^ In consequence of a pressing letter from Lord 
^* William Bentinck, I yesterday came to Madrid. 

^^ This mormhg Lord William and I have had a long conversa- 
^* tion with DonT. Morla, authoriised by the Junta to converse with 
*^ us upon the state of afiairs. 

^^ Much desultory reasoning passed at this conference ; and it is 
^^ perfectly evident that they are altogether without a plan, as to 
'^ their future military operations, either in the case of success on 
^^ misfortune. 

" Every branch is affected by the disjointed and mefiicient con*- 
*^ stmction of their Government. 

*L.O. 
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The only result of this conference that can be worth communi- 
cating to you is, that it is the decided opinion of Morla, and stated 
by him as what the Grovernment also wish, that in case of the 
" British force being now prevented from forming a junction, for the 
^^ purpose of advancing to undertake active o£fensive operations, a 
" junction of whatever part of that force it may be practicable to 
^^ brings together should take place in the centre of Spain/' 



Men or strict honour and integrity, like. Lord William Bentinck 
and Greneral Hope, are never prone to suspicion.. It is from subse* 
quent facts that it becomes clear, that this advice was insidiously, 
given. Had it been followed, the British army, which was too 
small to cope with the French even when combined, must have 
been separated; and that portion which should approach the centre, 
of Spain would have become an easy prey to Buonaparte ; while the. 
remainder would have been too weak to have been efficacious. 

On the 27th of November this letter arrived,: 

Mr. Frere to. Sir John Moore. 

SIRi Jranjuezy 25 Nov. 1808.. 

" I SEND inclosed the copy of a Note which I addressed 
*^ to M. Garay, secretary of the Junta, and which contains the re- 
" capitulation of a conference which I had with him (on the subject 
*^ of your letters addressed to me and to Lord William Bentinck) in 
" the presence of Mr. Stuart. I have likewise inclosed his answer, 
" which I have just received. It is difficult to account entirely for 
•* the want of information of which we have to complain, ft is 
^** owing certainly in part to the mistaken notipns of secrecy and 
"mystery which are attached to the concerns of Government, which 
" is incidental to people who are unexpectedly called to the manage* 
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" ment of public affairs. Something, I am afraid, is likewise tp be 
*^ imputed to a jealousy of Qreat Britain ; as if we presumed upo^ 
** the obligations under which this Country is placed. But most of 
" all, the confusion of their own system of intellig^ence j^ or^ mor^ 

properly speaking, the want of system is the cause of the uj^gerr 

tainty in which we are left upon points of the greatest con* 

sequence. 

^' The accounts, however, which have been received to-day have 
^^ been personally too alarming for c(Hicea]ineat. ^ A courier has 
*^ arrived who. left the advanced posts of the Frenc;h.at,Medioa c^i 
^^ and an express has since come in from Tonig^ ^i^ sui ^CQpunt 

of firing having been heard at Siguei^fa^ As the French ^re 

supenor in cavalry, and there is nothing to stc^.the^ between 
^^ that ]^>lace and this, th^ Junta are in ipaq^ediAte eX[y^tatioQ of 
*^ their approach, and had determined this ev^ping on retipng uppn> 
*^ Cordova. I am in hopes that they hfive be^^ pri^y^vU^^. ujKjftj^tO: 
^^ relinquish this plan, and to cqntent then^s^^Jlifea^ a^ |^ 
<< retreating to Toledo. The following is the statement of the 
" niimbers of their troops in New Castile ; 

AtBuitragD- - 5000 
Segovia - - 4/00 
Somosierra - 6400 
Madrid - - 5300 

^^ The force of the Enemy is reckoned at about eleven tbo4Sf^d> 
*^ men, of which six thousand cayaby unde^ Gene^ Bemard. 

" I inclose a report which has just been sent, me relative to Bla^e^'ai 
^^ army. I find upon enquiry, that the date of the attack is th^. X9th>. 
^' at night. Columbres is not above two or three leaguesfrom the j^^tt 
^^ village of Asturias. I learn at the sanie time, that one of the Astuiia^ * 
^^ Deputies to whom I had directed my enquiries has' already left the: • 
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^^ Sitlo. ^e Marquis Romana on the 17th was attempting to make a 
^ * stand at IC^orra de la Vega, General Leith had given orders, which 
** had been properly executed, for evacuating the post of St. Ander. 
'^ No courier has been received from Castanos; and it is clear, from 
^* the situation (rf the French, that the direct communication is cut 
" ofiF. Great discontent and perplexity are known to be prevalent at 
" head-quarters. ^ . 

" Mr, Stuart will be able to give you better accounts of the military 

- . '_f_f mm 

^^ condition of Madrid. , Th^j*^ are about 8 or 10,000 musqutets, and 
^^ ammunition has been distributed. 

^^ trhe Junta ajjppear at present more anxious for your union with 
*^ Islake than for covering Madrid* What they most deprecate, and 
^^ 1 think with most reason, • is a. retreat upon Portugal, It would 
^* sink the hearts of the whole country, and would give the impres- 
" sion <Jf pur having, after an inefiectual eflfort, relapsed into the old 
" limited system of protecting Portugal. 

" I must apologise for the apparent formality of this letter, which 
^^ does not proceed from any inclination to commence a less confi- 
^^ dential mode of communication between us ; but is owing to the 
^' hurry which the circumstances I have mentioned will aci^ount for. 

" Believe me, &c. 

'' J. H. Frebe/' 

There are two singular passages in this letter. The first is, it is 
stated that the force of the Enemy is about eleven thousand men. 
where this torce was, is not mentioned ; but the Junta ought to have 
known tnat at this period Buonapkrte was advancing rapidly with 
nearly lB0',t)O6 ; which information ought to have been communi- 
cated to Sir John Moore. The second is, that Mr. Frere strongly 
deprecates a retreat on Portugal. This probably was not an ori- 
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ginal error of Mr. Frere's, but instilled into his miqd by Morla ; 
for otherwise a person totally ignorant of military affairs would 
hardly have ventured to express so decidedly his opinion of a military 
movement to an experienced General. 

Morla was now become the chief ruler of the Junta ; and was con- 
sidered a man of the first abilities in Spain. He had been appointed 
President of the Board charged with military a^Bstirs, and was with 
great success effecting the destruction of the Spanish armies. Pre- 
vious to his interference^ the Generals Castanos and Blake had most 
judiciously acted upon the defensive : that system was now repro- 
bated ; and the Generals were impelled forward, contrary to their 
judgment. Morla was, however, not content wiA the destruction 
of the Spanish armies in succession : but, in order to complete the 
subjugation of Spain, he got himself appointed by die Junta * 
to treat with the English Generals; and empowered to. proceed 
to the execution of such measures as were urgent and peremptory. 

Being invested with this authority, he did not fail to exert it; 
and had his advice or requisitions been literally obeyed, not a 
man of the British army would have escaped. 

The following is the requisition made by Mr. Freje to the 
SufU'eme Junta, in consequence of Sir John Moore's letter to him. 

Du Mr. Frere it son Excellence Mr. de Garay. 

^^ MONSIEUB, « Aranjuez^ 23 Ncvcfnbrf, 1.808. 

^^ J'ai crii devoir adresser k votre Excellence, comme 
^* Membre et S&r^taire de la Supreme Junta Centrale, une r^pr^- 
^ sentation qui m' a par& trop importante pour ne pas £tre communi* 

* Vide Mr. De Garay to Mr. Frere, which soon follows. 
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^^qu^ k cette assemble par un de ses individus distingud par 9a 
oonfiance et charg^ de ses plus importantes fonctions. 

Des lettres qui me sont parvenues de la part de Sir J. M oora 
^^ m' ont donn^ occasion de yous r^o^ituler les plaintes qu' il m' adres- 
^ soity et qu' il regrettoit (me disoit il) ne pas ppuvoir adresser ea 
^^ peraomie k Aranjuez. 

^^ II se plaint d'abord de V ^tat d'incertitude dans lequel ilse trouve, 
^^ r^ativement au nombre et aux positions de V Ennemi, et mime 
aux pro|ets et ^v^nemens de la campagne, au point (me dit-il) 
que, lors de V Evacuation peu militaire de Valladolid par le Gr^n^ral 
Pignatelli, cet Officier n' a pas cr(i devoir lui en envoyer V avis. 
^ Les details de la route et de TEtat e£fectif de V Arm^ d'Estremadiu^e 
^^ lui ont iifi ^alement long terns inconnib ; la retraite du Gr^n^l 
^^ Blake, et sa retraite sur Reynosa, lui ont it& ^alement inconnuea 
" jusqu' k ce qu' il en re9ut enfin la nouvelle par la voye de Madrid. 

^^ II poursuit en ces termes : ^ Je ne suis en communication aveo 
^ aucune des Arm^, ni au fait des intentions du Grouvemement 
"^ Espagnol, ni d' aucun de ses G^neraux. 

^ Castanos, avec qui on m' avoit mis en corr&pondance, est d^mis 
^ de son commandement au moment oil j' aurois pii attendre de ses 
^ nouvelles ; et Romana, avec qui je dois maintenant, je suppose, entrer 
f en corr&pondance, est absent. En attendant, les Fran9ois ne sont 
^ qu' k quatre jours de marche de mon arm^ qui ne £Eiit que s' asseoH 
^ bier ; mais je ne peux encore apprendre 1' Etat de leur force. Aucun 
^ canal d' information ne m' a iti ouvert, et je ne sius pas assez long 
^ tems dans le pays pour me les procurer moi-mSme. Je vous fais 
^ part de ces particularit&i. Je voudrois pouvoir aller moi-m^e ii 
^ Aranjuezj ou Madrid, en faire la r^r^ntation ; car, vraiment, si 
^ Jes choses doivent rester dans cet Etat, la mine de la cause d'Bs-« 
* pagne, et la d^faite de ses Arm^s, ne peut pas manquer; et il 
^ deviendra de mon devoir de ne regarder que la s&c\xni6 de TArqi^ 
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^ Britannique^ et de prendre des m^sored pour la tirer d^une sitoation 
^ ou^ sans la possibility d' 6tre Utile^ die est expck^ k xme d^faite 
* certaine/ 

^^ En r^ponse St ces observations relatives au G^irfral Castanos 
^^ et au Marquis de. la Romana^ V. E. in' apprit, k ina tr^ grande 
>* surprise^ qu' il y avoit dix jours k peu pres q[ae desOrdnes avoient 
^^ 6t6 expedi^ au Marquis de la Romana pour venir '|tt«ndre le com- 
^^ ttatodement de FArm^e du Gentcp^ cfn laistent oelle'du Nord et des 
<^ Asturies aux ordres de M. Blake; 

^^ X/e secr^ comnmn k utie assemble de 32 personnes auroit pft, 
^^ ce me semble/6tre coniB^ au Ministre de S.M. B.sans augmenter 
^^ beaucouple risque de sa divulgation, qband 'indme 11 n^ auroit pas 
^^ ^t^ question d' un fait int^ressant, etidont la connoissanoe ^toit 
^^ n^cessaire pour la corr^ondance dont pouvoit d^endre la surety 
^* de TArmfe Angloise. II xn' a par& que V. E, ne se xnontreroit pas 
^^ insensible k la justice de cette i^ec<ion; k laquelle j' aurois pu 
^^'ajouter que la nouvelle de V entree des Fisan9ois k Valladolid m' a 6t4 
^^ cach^e ; qui, lors m^me que je deniandois si le bruit public qui V 
^^ annoncoit avoit quelque fondement, on m^ a r^pondu, qu' il nV^toit 
^^ arriv^ ce jour Ik aixcune nouvelle offieielle except^ sur le. transport 
^^ de quelques pieces d' artiUerie, je crob, k Segovie. II m' etoit done 
^^ impossible de croire, d' apr^ une pareille r^pcmse, que des nouvelles 
^^ authentiques avoient apport^ la certitude de I'^v^nement sur lequel 
^^ je dematidois une explication, et qu'cm avoit crCl pouvoir la dissi*^ 
*f muler par une Equivoque fond^ sur'ia non*arriv^ du rapport 
*^ officiel du Commandant. La nouvdle de la d^^te du G^n^ral 
^^ Blake, nouvelle qui aurcnt pCk causer la perte totale des deux 
^^ divisions qui commen9oient k se former sous les G^n^raux Moore 
^^ tt Baird, m' a it^ efiectivement eommuniqude, mais^ le soir du 
^^ lekidemain de V arriv^ du Courier. 
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^^ Je suis bien loin d' ^prouyer le moindre sentiment d' aigreur 
personelle contra des personnes infiniment respectables^ qui n' ont 
i^it que suivie un ayjit^ipie qui leur aura 6ti pr&Kait, tant pour 
lea n^ponses que pour le silence ; mais il est de mon devoir de 
r^damer hautement contre la continuation d' un syst^tne, qui sans 
^^ assurer le secret vis^k-vis des Ennemis, i^tablit la defiance et le 
^^ xnyst^re ^ la place de cette coniiance qui devoit servir de base aux 
^^ combinaisons desqueUes doit d^pendre le sort de la guerre actuelli. 

^^ J' ai appris avec beaucoup de plaisir la nouvelle du rappel de la 
" Commission d^tganatrice envoy^e k 1- Arm& du Ceqtre, ainsi que 
^^ celle de la nomination de. M. de Morla. avec de pleins pouvoirs 
^* pour conflfrer et conclure avec nos Officiers sur tous lies objets 
^^ r^tifs k uQ aystdme de cq-op^ration efficace ; j' &p^re que ces 
" pouvoirs seiont encore augment^, tant jpour la partie executive, 
^ ^ que pour la d^b6rati ve. 

^^ L' expedition d' un Courier pour 1q Marquis de la Romana lui 
^^ aura^ sans doute, apport^^ selon les instructions de V. £. lin ordre 
" de s* aboucher avec le G^n^ral Sir JT. Moore. 

^^ Je ne puis fink* sans remercier V. JE. ,de F attention. avec laquelle 
^^ elle a dcout^^ dans ime pr^diiene coqf^reQce^ les details d'une r^r^- 
^ sentation n^cessiairement fsurheuse. 

!" Je laprfe, &c. 

« J. H. FltfiRB/' 

I 

, . This letter is certainly not written in very respectful terms j es- 
pecially as the persons so harshly complained of were exercising 
sovereign powers. The following nuld answer was however returned t 
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Translation. 
'< To the Right Hm. J. Hoohham Fhre, 

^^ MOST EXCELLENT SIR, Aranjuez, Niw. 24, 1808. 

" I HAVE laid before the Supreme ruling Junta of the 
^^ Kingdom the note your Excellency was pleased to address to me 
*^ yesterday, relative to the complaint made to you by Sir John Moore, 
^* with regard to the state of ignorance in which he was kept with re- 
" spect to the number and positions of the Enemy, and to the events 
^ and operations of our Armies. 

" Of the evacuation of Valladolid, which was not a military move- 
^^ ment, the Supreme Junta knows nothing ; neither of the partlcu* 
^^ lars of an action in which one of the divisions of the Army of Es- 
^^ tremadura was concerned. The same is the case with regard to the 
'^ details of the operations of General Blalie ; who states that he has^ 
^^ had twa engagements — the one of which was in favour of our arms, 
^^ and the other, though of no great advantage to the Enemy, obliged 

him to retreat to Reynosa^ 

Each, of the Generals had received positTve orders £rom the Junta, 
^' which are now reiterated to them by /extraordinary couriers, to coin- 
" municate with the English General, and to act in concert with 

him. His Majesty would receive the highest satisfaction if Sir 

John Moore could appear personally at Aranjuez or at Madrid, 
*J to nis^e such observations,, and to adjust those points which he 
" thinks might conduce to the removal of those cimimstances which 
'^ appear contrary, to the good understanding, and which might -pro*- 
*^ duce all the eflFect that may be expected^ from our union with the 
*^ great power which with such generosity a£Pords us assistance,. 
" and which the Junta could. not see disappointed or weakened with-- 
•^ out the greatest regret This, however, could not happen, if, acting.; 
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^ m concert, and with a perfect harmony, we avail ourselves of a 
*^ speedy union of the forces, to complete the destruction of the Enemy ^ 
^ and of his plans ; if, the English troops forming a junction with 
the left of our army, we compose a formidable body of 70,000 infan- 
try and 6000 cavalry, a force with which we should be certain of 
the blow, and which we never could be by any diflFerent conduct* 
" Then the generous efforts of our ally, England, would complete 
^^ the work ; under whose happy and auspicious commencement the 
^ eternal friendship and alliance by which the two nations are for 
ever to be united began ; so that neither interest nor policy will 
ever be sufficient to break the bonds by which they are united. 

When I spoke to your Excellency with regard to General Castas 
nos, I had the honour to explain to you the strong and political 
motives that existed for acting as we had done. Your Excellency 
^' was convinced,, and it was then determined, that he should not quit 
^ the command until the arrival of the Marquis de la Romana. In 
^^this there has been no secret, nor. should there be any, however im* 
^ portant it may be, with reg^u:^ ta the Minister of a friendly nation, 
^^ towards whom the Junta feels the greatest personal esteem and con^ 
sideration, independent. of his official character. . 

The Junta knew of the Enemy's entry into Valladolid, and, after« 
wards^ of the evacuation of that city by the French troops, who 
made but a very short stay there. General Morla is appointed to 
<< treat with the Eng^slL Generals, to iEigree upon the necessary plans 
^^ and operations, , and to g^ve information of them to the Supreme 
^ Junta; proceeding immediately to -the execution of those measures 
" which are urgent and peremptory. 

" I have now only to assure your Excellency of the particular satis- 
^^ faction and pleasure I derived from hearing your remarks on these 
" matters, which led to this our first conference. I shall be ready to 
'* -repeat it, with pleasure, as often as your Excellency may think 



a 
a 



6^ 

^ proper ; either at your house, or \^herever els6 you may choode \o 
'^ appoint. In the mean time, 

" I am, &c. 

^^ Martin db Garay/' 

Sir John Moore did not think it expedient to accept of the invita- 
tion given in this letter to go to Aranjuez or Madrid, and leave the 
troops at Salamanca, in the present threatening posture of afiairs. 

His occupations were too important to admit of such an interrup- 
tion ; and the quantity of business he transacted ttay be conceived 
from the manner in which his time wa6 daily employed. 

He always rose between three and Ibur in the monling, lighted 
his fire and candle by a lamp which was placed in his room, and em- 
ployed himself in writing till eight o'clbdc, when the officers of the 
family were assembled for bresdcfast. 

After breakfast he received the Gfeheral Officers, and all jp(srsons 
with whom he had business ; and the necessary drdert were issuied. 
Hii pen was frequently in his hand in the forenoon also ; for he 
wrote all his letters himself. He always todb b^forfe ^nner for an 
hour or two, either to vie# the troops, or to reconnoitre the cfbuntry. 

His table was plentiful ; and the company varied from fburti^en f 6 
twenty officers. He was a vei^ pla:in and moderate eater, and seldom 
drank more than three or four glasses of wine, conversing with 
his officers with great frankness and cheerfrdness. Hid poiW>lio 
was usually opened again before he went to bed ; but, unless kept 
up by business, he never sat up later tiian ten o'clock. 

By this regularity and assiduity all his affiurs were transacted with 
order, and without procrastination. 

The information conveyed by Mr. Garay^s letter was by no means 
satisfactory. It contained no foundation upon which a decision could 
be built. 
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Sir John Moore to his Ecocellency J. H. Frere. 

^^ SIR, Salamanca^ 21 Nov. 1808. 

'^ I HAB the honour to receive last night a letter from 
^^ Mr. Stji^art, of the 34th inst. in answer to that which I addressed 
^^ to you on the 19th. 

" The conversation which Mr. Stuart states you to have had with 
^^ the Secretary of the Supreme Junta, and the remonstrances with 
^^ which you have followed it, are, p^h^ps, as much as can be done 
^^ by youia your situation. The e^ect produced upon the Secretary, 
^^ and the measures he said wer^ determined, are very good, if we 
^Vwere looking to events six months hei^ce; but the situation in 
^^ which we are, c^s £or something mpr^ efficient and energetic. 

^^ Madrid is threatened — ^the French have destroyed one army,. have 
^^ passed the Ebro, and are advancing in superior numbers against 
^^ another : which,. &pm its composition and strength, promises no re- 
^^ sistaoce, but must either ^retire, or be overwhelmed. No other 
^^ armed force exists in this country. I perceive no enthusiasm,, or any 
^^ deterqpped ^irit amcmgst the people. 

" The French Cavalry, even in parties so weak as eleven or twelve 
*^ men^ enter the villages in Leon, and the neighbouring provinces^ 
^f and' raise contributions without opposition.. 

" This ia a i^tate of things quite different from that conceived by 
^ the British Government, when they determined to send troops to 
«< the assktance of Spain. It was not expected that these were to 
" cope alone with the whole force of France ; but as auxiharies, to aid 
^^ a pec^e who were believed to be enthusiastic, determined, and 
^. gi|(fiarodt&>r; lesist^ce. 
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^^ It becomes, therefore^ a question^ whether the British Army 
^^ should remain to be attacked in its tum^ or retire from a country' 
<^ where the contest, from whatever circumstances, has become un- 
^^ equal. 

^^ I wish to throw no responsibility oflF myself, which properly be- 
*' longs to me. 

^^ The question is not purely a military one. It belongs at least 
^^ as much to you, as to me, to decide upon it. Your communications 
^^ with the Spanish Government, and the opportunities you have had 
** of judging of the general state of the Country, enable you to form 
as just an estimate of the resistance that is Hkely to be o£fered. 
You are, perhaps, better acquainted with the views of the British 
^^ Cabinet; and the question is. What would that Cabinet direct, were 
^^ they upon the spot to determine ? It is of much importance that 
^^ this should be thoroughly considered ; it is comparatively of very 
'* little, on whom shall rest the greatest share of responsibility. I am 
^^ wiUing to take the whole, or a part; but 1 am very anxious to 
^^ know your opinion. 

^^ The movements of the French give us little time for discussion. 
*^ As soon as the British Army has formed a junction, I must, upon 
^^ the supposition that Castanos is either beaten or retreated, march 
^^ upon Madrid, and throw myself into the heart of Spain, and thus 
^^ run all risks, and share the fortunes of the Spanish Nation ; or I 
^^ must fall back upon Portugal. 

^^ In the latter case, I fall back upon my resources, upon Lisbon : 
^^ cover a country where there is a British interest ; act as a diversion 
^^ in favolu* of Spain, if the French detach a force against me ; and 
^^ am ready to return to the assistance of the Spaniards, should cir- 
^^ cumstances again render it eligible. 

^^ By marching into Spain, I detach myself from my resources, 
<^ and should, probably, be able to take with me but a small portion 
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^* of themiHiary stores I have brought forwanl. In which case I 
^* ftkoold not be able, for a time, for much contest. But every thing 
^^ could be sent from Lisbon to Cadiz, and thence join me. 

^^ The movement into Spain i» one of greater hazard, as my retreat 
*^ to Cadi2 or Gibraltar must be very uncertain. I shall be entirely 
^^ in the power of the Spaniards ; but perhaps this is worthy of risk,* 
^^ if the Government and People of Spain are thought to have still 
^^ sufficient energy and the means to recover from their defeats ; and^ 
^ by oolleoting in die South, be able, with the aid of the British 
^ Army^ to resist, and finally repd^ the formidable attack which is 

prepared agaimt them. 

It is impossible not to wish, and then it is more difficult not to 
^^ hope, tioMt the Spaniards may be at last successful in a struggle 
^^ whichr does them so much honour. They are a fine people^ and had 

they fatten into more able hands would Imve proved diemselves 

fully equal to the contest. But I much fear the opportunity is now 
^^ past ; and that no efforts lihey are likely to make veill be sufficient, 
^ or in time, to stand the armies they must engage. Upon this svh^ 
^ ject, however, I cannot be very decided, and shall be most happy 
^^ to find mryself miistaken. 

^^ I am, &c. &C. 

*^ John Moore/' 

On the mxAe day Sir John Moore wrote the following private letter 
to Mr. Stuart, to whom he confided his thoughts most openly. 

Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart y Esq. 

m 

t 

^^MY J}J&AB, SIB, Salaniancaj 27 Nao. 180S. 

"I THANK you for your letter. You will see what 
" I have written to Mr. Frere, and will, I hope, think with me on 
*^ the necessity of deciding a question, which, surely alone, he being 

K 
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^ in the tJonntry, 1 could not with propriety decide for myself* 
^^ Whatever be the decision^ I shall be guided by events in the exe- 
^* cution of it 

^^ I have every inclination to think well of the Spanish cause : that 
\^ I wish it well is most certain ; and that I shall be most proud to 
f^ give it every aid in my power. But) really , so little ability has 
^^ been displayed by the Government, or by those employed to direct 
^^ their armies ; there appears so much apathy in the people, and so 
little means prepared for resistance, that I do not see how they can 
stand against the Enemy. The French will have troublesome sub- 
^^ jects ; but, in the first instance, they will have Utde more than ft 
** march to subdue the country. 

^^ I have not a shilling. The Spaniards, I *find, pnnnise much 
^^ more than thiey perform ; and here we have not been able to get 
^^ five thousand pounds. The house you mention in a former letter 
** have money, but will not ^ve it. 

^^ Sir D. Baird, upon some false intelligence that the French had 
collected a large force at Rio Seco and Ampudia, has taken mea-* 
sures to retreat, but I shall be able to stop him ; and I hope by the 
'^ 7t)i or 8th of December, we shall be able to mak^ our junction. 

^^ I hope to meet Romana on his passage to the army, — ^the intelli- 
*^ gence was sent to Baird by Greneral Blake. The French have 
many friends in this country; it is from them that a thousand 
report? are daily spread to the disadvantage of the good cause. 

" I remain, &c. 

" Jo^N MooRE* 

" P. S. There was a Colonel Charmilly here from England. He 
^^ i^ gone on to Madrid, to o£fer to raise a regiment of cavahy. He 
'^ is married in England : but I cannot help always having some dis^ 
*^ like to people of this description/' 
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That no time might be lost, Sir John Moore wrote a letter the fol- 
lowing day to Sir David Baird, to ^ve him information of the move- 
ments of the French army, and to direct him to advance. 

It is now requisite to state the catastrophe of the Spanish Armies of 
the Centre and Right 

On the 21st of November Greneral Castanos' Head Quarters were 
\b± Cintmenigo, when the advanced guard of the French army ap- 
peared in sight. Castanos retreated in the night towards Tudela, 
and the French oolmnns advanced by Soria and Lerona. 

Bdund Tudela there is a small ridge of hills ; thia was thought 
by the Representative of the Junta, and the Captain Greneral of Ar.- 
ragon, a good position. Castanos did not approve of it, and wished 
to retire ; but unfortunately he was overruled. He then drew up his 
main body near the centre of the ridge, concealing it from the Enemy ; 
uid advanced his two flanks on the small hills near Tudela. 

The French attacked these points, and Castanos supported them 
£rom his centre. The Enemy were driven back on the left ; but a 
strong corps of French pushed forward from Tudela, and made a fresh 
attack upon the left, and threw the Spaniards into confosion. They 
were a species of troops who could never rally ; so all was disorder in 
a moment. Part dispersed themselves in the direction of Saragossa, 
and the rest towards Calatayud. 

The only corps which preserved any kind of order was that of 
General La Pena, stationed at Coscante. 

The news of this fresh disaster arrived at Madrid on the 27th of 
November. Mr. Stuart lost no time in transmitting the relation he 
had received to Sir John Moore^ which he accompanied with a short 
and dismal note ; in which are these words : — ^^ I, therefore, lose 
^^ not a moment in dispatching this to you, that you may be enabled 
^^ to take such measures as, in this state of affairs, become absolutely 
^^ necessary for the security of our Anny.'* 
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This dispatch reached Salamanca Nov. 28^ which totally darkened 
the aspect of afiairsi 

While Castanos's army remained, there appeared to Sir John 
Moore ar hope of resisting in the North 06 Spain ; > buA now: he 
thought there was none. It was also evidenjby .ibBt ! if BuoQa|>arte 
chose, as might be expected, to pualL forward hi&advanced corps upon 
him, his junctioln with 'GeneiBl^' Hope wodld be very ^vkitiaL, and 
.that with Sir David Baird 'hnpbssible *. y . : i I u j - 1 / • » 

For these reasons he at once took the resolutibn of withdrtiwing 
the army from Galicia and Leon, and assembling it upon the; batiks 
of the iVigus. .; I i . i » . » t 

The advantages of this measfure were, ttbat ibe whole British force 
would be collected and united with upwards of 10,000 men more^ 
who were left in Portugal. 

In the mean time, all the scattered corps of the Spanish army 
might fall back, to join such new levie? as were raised in the Southern 
Provinces ; which, when asssmbled, might still form an army capable 
of making a stand: and the British could then mote to their aid 
in a formidable body. It appears from the previous coirespondence, 
diat it had always been tlie fkvouribe plan of Sir John Mciore to eanj 
on the military operations from the South ; and now that the three 
Spanish armies were beaten, the reasons for adopting it had acquired 
great additional weight. 

If the Spaniards had constancy to hold out, and fortitude to con- 
tinue the contest, an opportunity would still be a£Forded themt. In 
the South all their energies might be put forth, and e£Fectual assis- 
tance would be given them by the British army. And bhmld thi^y 
also be repelled ^ in this effort ; Cadiz and Gibraltar afforded them 
secure retreats. -^ • "-'^ m: :..;■.■•...-'. . 

• * 

^ Vide AppendsX'P. 
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^ J>j*qm these fortresses the war might be r(enewed^ if circumstances 
favoured it; or if the contest was given up, the armies would still be 
in safety. 

The following letters to Sir David Baird and Gener^ Hope were 
;Sent off the same evening. 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

m 

^^ MY DEAR SIR DAVID, Salamanca^ 28/A N(W. 1808. 

^^ I HAVE received this evening dispatches from Mr. 
^^ Stuart at Madrid, announcing the defeat and dispersion of Cas- 
f^ tanos's army. The French in Spain are estimated at 80,000 men, 
^^^and 30,000 are expected in the course of a week. It certainly was 
^^ much my wish to have run great risks in aid of the people of Spain ; 
but, after this second proof of how Httle they are able to do for 
themselves, the only two armies they had having made so littl^ 
$tand, I see no right to expect from them much greater exertions; 
at any rate we should be overwhelmed before they could be pre- 
pared. I see no chance of our being able to form a junction ; as 
*^ certainly at Burgos the French have a corps which will now move 
^* forward. 

** I have, therefore, determined to retreat upon Portugal with the 
f^ corps 1 have here ; and, if possible, with Hope's corps, if by forced 
marches he can join me. I wish you to iaXL back on CWonna^ 
send bade immediately your stores, under such part of your force 
as you judge proper. You may then stay with the rest a little 
^^ longer ; if you can depend upon knowing the movements of the 
^^ 'Skoemy. I propose this, as were you at once to retire, it would 
^^ encourage the Enemy to push at once on Hope and me, and pre- 
^^ vent our junction ; which is the more necessary, as I must stop 
*^ upon the- i&'ontier of Portugal^ and cover Lisbon as long as pos- 
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^ sible. On your arrival at Corunna^ you will of course embark, 
** and sail for the Tagus, where orders shall be waiting for you. 
^^ Write immediately to England, and give notice of what we are 
^^ doing ; and beg that transports may be sent to Lisbon ; they wiU 
^^ be wanted : for when the French have Spain, Portugal cannot be 
** defended. 

*^ I remain sincerely, 

** John Moore/* 

*^ This letter, though of the same date, is written on the evening 

of the day on which I wrote by Baron Tuyle. 

You will use your discretion as to sending the cavalry by sea 
^^ or through Portugal. I shall not want them here, if I can get the 
^' two Regiments with Hope. J. M. 






" You will go to Lisbon with the whole of your force j the two 
*^ regiments of cavalry included, not yet disembarked ; unless you 
^^ should receive orders from England to the contrary. J. M.** 

Sir John Moore to Lieut.- General* Hope. 

*^ MY DEAB HOPE, Salamanca, 2SthNbv. 1808. 

** I have received, by Mr. Vaughan, the letters from 
<< Madrid, which you had very properly opened. 

^^ After due consideration, I have determined to give the thing up, 
'^ and to retire. It was my wish to have run great risks to fulfil 
^^ what I conceive to be the wishes of the people of England, and to 
^\ give every aid to the Spanish cause ; but they have shewn them"" 
selves equal to do so little for themselves — ^their two principal armies 
having allowed themselves to be thus beaten and diispersed with* 
out almost an effort^t would only be sacrificing the Anny without 
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^^ doing any good to Spain/ to oppose it to such numbers as must now 
be brought against us : besides^ I take for granted, a junction with 
Baird is out of the question ; and, perhaps, with you, problematical ; 
^.^ as there must be troops at Burgos, which must now push on to 
^* intercept us. I shall write this night to Baird to £adl back on 
^^ Corunna. I wish you, if possible, by forced marches, and in larger 
^^ bodies, to push by Penaranda or Alba de Tormes ; whence, according 
to circumstances, you may join me here, or march at once on Ciudad 
Rodngo; should you, however, from any thing which^ comes to 
yolu* own knowledge, deem it unsafe to push on to me, you are at 
liberty to use your discretion, and Ml back on Guardarama and 
^< Madrid. It must, however, be my wish, that, if possible, you 
^^ should join me; for, as I must stop on the frontier of Portugal, 
^^ I shall be in much want of your aid, and that of your corps ; but 
'^ I leave ypu a discretion that you may use, should you see, which 
^^ I do not at present see, a great probability of your being inter- 
*' cepted. This is a cruel determination for me to make ; — I meaiL 
^^ to retreat ; but I hope you will think the circumstances such as 
^^ demand it I shall take measures for Mling back ; but I shall stay 
^^ at this place as long as I can. Provisions we shall want in Portu- 
gal ; and if you could get carts and send the provisions collected 
at Penaranda to Ciudad Rodrigo, it would be an object. It is 
^.^unnecessary that it should be ki^own, the determination we are come 
^^ to ; other reasons may be given for your changing your march*'' 

*^ Sincerely, &c. 

'^ John Moore. 

** P. S. Napier arrived as I had finished my letter to you, which 
^^ is enclosed. You seem to have foreseen my wishes ; I have, 
•* therefore, nothing to add at present. I shall write to you by Na- 
<^ nier in the mominfir : and shall think of a movement towarda 
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^^ you, should it appear necessary. The French have oidy a Corps of 
" cavalry at Valladolid/' 

It thus appears that Sir John Moore took the resolution of retreiit- 
ing, without waiting for Mr. Frere's answer to His letter of the 27th. 
The defeat of Castanos totaUy altered the question ; and the situa- 
tion of the Army admitted of no delay. For, if Buonaparte should 
detach his most advanced corps against the British, Greneral Hope 
Alight possihly be intercepted, and Sir David Baird might be hotly 
pursued, and suflfer loss ita the embarkation. 

He then assembled the General Officers, and shewed ihem tJie 
intelligence he had received, and the plan he had adopted. He told 
the Generals, " that he had not called them together to request their 
^^ counsel, or to induce iiiem to commit themselves by giving any 
" opinion upon the subject. He took the responsibility entirely upoti 
^ himself; and he only required that they would immediately prepare 
** for carrying it into effect.'' 

It ought to be mentionedj that the idea of retreating was very 
generally disapproved of at Salamanca by the Army. The mufmui^ 
against it from Officers of rank were heard in every quarter. Even 
the Staff Officers of Sir John Moore's family lamented * it ; and, for 
the first time, doubted the wisdom of his decisibn. He, however, 
afterwards learnt, that General Hope agreed with him completely on 
this, as on all other points. 

The following letter signified his intentions to Mr. Frere and 
Mr. Stuart. 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Stuart. 

^^ MT DEAR SIR, Salamanca^ 29th Nov. 1808. 

^* I HAD determined to unite this Army, if possible, and 
" to try what could be done for the Spaniards ; though, I own, I saw 
" but little chance of being able to do much good, I had ordered 
" Baird, though all his corps could not be at Astorga until the 4th, 
^^ to march with such part as already are there to Benavente, on the 
^^ 1st of December; and, on that day, I was to march myself with a corps 
" from this to Toro, and to send others to Zamora. Hope was to have 
^^ marched to Tordesillas, and we should have taken up a line upon the 
*' Duero, to cover the arrival of our stores, and then to have acted ac- 
cording to circumstances : but the destruction of Castanos's army^ 
announced by your letter which Mr. Vaughan brought to me yester- 
** day afternoon, changes the case. My junction with Baird is no 
longer practicable ; but, if it was, the little resistance made by the 
Spanish armies gives no hope of om^ doing any good. We should 
now have the greatest force of the Enemy to encounter singler 
^* handed^ and this we are not equal to. I have, therefore, come to 
" the determination to retire. I have ordered Baird to fall back upon 
** Corunna. I shall endeavour to unite with Hope, and retire upon 
*^ the frontier of Portugal. I shall be at hand to return, if afiairs 
^^ take a more favourable turn ; or the Army may be transported by 
" me to some other point, where they may still be useful ; if this 
*^ Government be overset, and another rises up, directed by men of 
^^ more ability. 

" Mr. Vaughan sets off to-day for Corunna. 

" If you can possibly send me any money to Almeida, do it. 
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. " I send this by Colonel Lopez, who, as yet, knows not the mis- 
*' fortune which has befallen Castanos, nor of my resolution. 

" Believe me always, &c. 

*^ John Moore. 

^^ I address this to you ; you will, of course, make a communication 
" to Mr. Frere.'' 

Tvs'^o days afterwards, when Sir John Moore was wa^iting for the 
arrival of Grcneral Hope's Corps, at Salamanca, he wrote to Mr. Stuart 
a more full explanation of his motives. 

Sir John Moore to Charles Sttiartj Esq. 

•* MY DEAR SIR, ^^ Salamanca, 1st December, 1808. 

" General Hope forwarded to me your letter of the 29th, 
'** and I received it last night. 

*^ My letter to you of the 29th, after I had seen Mr. Vaughan, 
would inform you of the resolution I had come to. It was with 
reluctance, you may believe, that I formed such a determination ; 
*^ but I had no alternative ; and reflection since has confirmed me In 
the opinion, that I have done right. There is nothing so easy, 
as for the Junta, with their pens, to form armies; and they have, 
** I see, in this manner, collected one of eighty thousand men in Leon. 
" But Romana, whom they have put down at twenty thousand, has 
" only five thousand fugitives from Blake, \iithout arms, clothing, 
" stores, or ammunition ; without organization, or officers to make 
** any ; the soldiers neither disciplined, nor (Romana complains]) 
*^ susceptible of taking any ; when checked, they go off. The Junta 
** neglected the opportunity to form armies, and to prepare the Pro- 
" vinces, before the arrival of the French reinforcements; — it is 
** now too late under the beards of a victorious Enemy ; and Spain 
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^^ has no chance now but from a force, if collected in the South, and 
" at a distance. I consider this letter, and that which I wrote to you 
*^ on the 29th, as if written to Mr. Frere, and, as such, I beg you 
will have the goodness to communicate them to him. I continue 
-in the same determination I was in then, with respect to my own 
*^ movement, which will take place the moment that General Hope 
^* is out of danger ; but he has found it necessary to go round by 
" Avilla, whence I hope he will be able to join me. I haVe not heard 
***from Sir David Baird since my letter to him by Mr. Vaughan; 
^^ but, as he was prepared, I take for granted he has commenced 
^^ his movements on Corunna. The communication with Madpd is 
" become less secure from the incursions of the Enemy *8 cavalry ; I 
^^ cannot, therefore, enter into more particulars ; but if the Spaniards 
^* ipake head, I conceive the British force can still, in one way or 
^^ another, be taken to their assistance. I am sorry when Hope 
" sent Mr. Smith to Madrid, *********** 
^^ that he did not give him special instructions : Mr. Kennedy writes 
^* to him by this opportunity. But such is our want of money, that 
" if it can be got at a hundred per cerU. we must have it ; do there- 
^^ fore, if possible, send me some at any rate; but it must make a 
" circuit by Avilla, at least; and, if Smith is still at Madrid, I wish 
^* you would tell him from me, that he cannot render such service as 
" by bringing money at any discount. 

** The Enemy do not, at present, seem to have any thing but 
^^ cavalry on this side of ValladoHd ; they certainly have a division at 
^* Burgos, and the thirty thousand from France will be there shortly; 
** and they will detach from the army which has defeated Castanos; 
*^ and may have done so already, unless they first choose to enter 
" Madrid. It is from the Centre and South, that an eflPort should be 
** looked for : in this quarter the business is up, and the people 
*^ without enthusiasm think they have nothing left for it, but to 
^^ submit 
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^ ** Tfiie armies you see are also without enthusiasm, or even com- 
mon obstinacy — ^they do not stand — and the individuals we see 
passing as fugitives aire not ashamed, nor are they thought ill of 
by the people, nor indignation excited. In this province, and it 
" is probably the same in others, there is no head to direct — ^the 
" Captain-general Pignatelli is a weak old man. A man of a firm 
" and active mind could, by taking the means which exist, have done 
^^ much. At Zamora there are three or four thousand stand of arms, 
*^in other places there maybe more. If they remain collected in 
^^ towns they will be taken by the Enemy, for the towns will make 
^^ no defence ; but if put into the hands of the peasants, with ammu- 
^^ nition, they would protect their property, kill small parties and 
^^ stragglers, and harass the EQemy ; and,' when assembled at any 
** time in bodies, they would form the best materials for an army. 

*^ This and a thousand measures coidd be adopted, if the Junta had 
" selected men to employ; but they have acted with all the imbecility 
'* of an old established weak govemtnent of the old regime. Lord 
** WiUiam is thisr moment arrived, having nanx)wly escaped being 
'• taken at Arevalo. 

*^ I shall be glad to hear firom you and Mr. Frere ; but your ined- 
^^ senger must be cautious, and advance on information of the 
^* Enemy. 

" I have the honour. Sec. 

^^ John Moore.'^ 

On the 2d of December Sir John Moore received ample disr 
patches ; all softening the losses of the Spaniards, and giving more 
favourable accounts of their remaining resources. Mr. Stuart was 
in regular communication with Morla, as is mentioned formerly. 
The principal part of the intelligence contained in the following 
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letter was from him. Mr. Stuart narrates all he has heard, but with 
great good sense does not venture to give an opinion upon the mili- 
tary movements. 

Charles Stuart Esq. to Sir John Moore. 

^^ MY DEAR GEKERAI., Madnd, 30 Nov. 1808. 

^^ I HAVE this moment received your's, dated the 29ihy 
announcing a determination to retire on the frontier of Portugal, 
in consequence of the intelligence conveyed through Mr. Vaughan 
respecting the army of Castanos. I have to inform you that two 
other Officers have arrived from Arragon, by whom the Govem- 
*^ ment have received accounts somewhat more favourable. Having 
however received nothing from Graham, Whittingham, and Doyle, 
and being equally deprived of letters from the Sitio since they came, 
*^ I cannot say to what extent matters are retrieved. I know, how- 
ever, that the Enemy have made three attacks on San Juan near 
Sepulveda, and have been as often repulsed. And, from the large 
^^ force, particularly of cavalry, which were engaged in the late 
*^ afiair at Borja and Tudela, it is impossible they can have any 
** thing so considerable as General Hope represents in the ileigh- 
*^ bourhood of Valladolid and Olmedo. They have 10,000 cavalry 
*^ in Spain : 1500 are at Sepulveda. If, therefore, 4500 were in 
^^ Valladolid, there would remain but few on the other points they 
^^ have so lately attacked. Every report brought in here states,. 
^^ that several small parties are scattered in Castile, for the purpose 
" of obtaining provisions, gaining intelligence, and inspiring terror 
^^ throughout the province. And this accords so well with all the 
** positive intelligence which has reached us^ tha^ I really believe it 
" to be true. 
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^^ You must, however, certainly know best the chances of effecting 
^^ a junction between your different divisions ; and it does not become 
^^ me to hazard an opinion on the subject. With respect, however, 
^^ to the consequences of their distinct retrograde movements, I can 
^^ tell you, that they are very likely to produce an effect here, not 
" less serious than the most decisive victory on the part of the Enemy; 
*^ and I shall, I own, be surprised if a change of government is not 
'^ the immediate consequence, when the reasons for your retreat 
^' are known." 

A part is here omitted, which chiefly consists of observations on 
the Paymaster's department. He then goes on — 

" I had written thus far, when I saw Morla, who informs me, 
*' that Castanos is bringing the greater part of his force, though he 
*^ did not say what, from Calatayud to Siguenza, for the purpose of 
" effecting a junction with San Juan. Reports from the latter add, 
^^ that the French have reinforced their corps at Sepulveda, and 
*^ that he expected to be attacked yesterday or to-day. 

*^ He has received an addition of four new regiments ; and on 
^* the result of the affair about to take place, it is thought his 
union with Castanos will depend. He likewise tells me again, 
that he believes the Enemy have merely small parties throughout 
*^ Castile, not sufficient to impede the union of your divisions. He 
^^ declares that his report from Olmedo merely mentioned the arri- 
" val of thirty dragoons in that village, which were detached from 
^^ Valladolid ; where he insists that their present force is not suffi- 
ciently considerable to impede your movements. He added, that 
according to the declarations of prisoners Buonaparte is at Bwrgos. 
^^ You will take all this as it is given. He declares he speaks pn 
^^ official reports, and your own accounts will enable you to ascertain 
*^ how far it is worthy of credit. This much is certain, that the 
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accounts of the Enemy are magnified^ both by their own details 
and by the fear inspired in the country. J£ it be true that 
Buonaparte is at Burgos, it certainly looks like a great effort 
^^ either on the side of Somosierra or Valladolid. Though Segovia 
^* would appear to be his object, if his cavalry are pushed beyond 
" the latter town. 

" Truly yours, 

" Charles Stuart.'^ 

After perusing these alleviating details, on the authority of Morla^ 
the following dispatch was opened. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, Arajijuezy Nov. 30, 1808. 

*^ I HAD Just written my other letter of this date when 
I received a messenger from Mr. Stuart with the communication 
of a note addressed to him, but intended equally for myself. I do 
^^ not know that I can in any way express with less offence the en- 
*' tire difference of our opinions on the subject of it, than by forward- 
ing what I had already vmtten in the ignorance of the determi- 
nation which you had already taken. 

" I have the honour, &c. 

'' J. H. Frere.'" 

As Sir John Moore's letter to Mr. Frere previous to his knowing 
the defeat of Castanos, solicited his political opinion ; and as all his 
letters were written in most respectful terms, it was impossible fw: 
him to expect such an answer. Mr. Frere appears not to be at 
all aware of how much importance it is for a Minister to restrain the 
ebuUidons of temper. The reasons contained in that which follows 
Would certainly be as likely to produce conviction in the mind of his 
Correspondent^ had the above letter been omitted. 
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Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" sm, Aranjuezj Ncto. 30, 1808. 

^^ You will find inclosed a letter, of which I think it 
^^ right to say, that if there appears any thing in the form or mode 
" of transmitting it which may appear deficient m respect, it is, I 
^^ am persuaded, wholly unintentional^ ; and, trusting to your candour 
^^ for seeing it in that light, I have not thought it worth while to 
^^ make any remark to Mr. Graray on the apparent dryness of his 
^^ communication. 

" Respecting Mr. Escalante, it may be proper that you should 
^^ know, that he is understood to have behaved very unfairly towards 
^^ General Castanos. I mention this only as it may lead you to 
^^ admit his opinion on subjects connected with that General's con- 
*^ duct with some degree of caution. 

^^ In what I said respecting a retreat upon Portugal, I wished to 
^^ confine myself to a simple political opinion ; which, supposing 
^^ other considerations not to be decidedly adverse, might, I thought, 

determine for a retreat upon Galicia, or the strong country about 

Astorga, in preference to Portugal, supposing of course a retreat 
'^ to have been determined upon as absolutely necessary. 

^^ If, however, you do me the honour to consult me reispecting 
^^ the general state of the country, and the means of resistaiice to 
^^ be expteted from it, I should say that the provinces which yod 
^^ have hitherto seen are of all Spain the least distinguished for a 

9 

* This apology is curious, and shews that Mr. Frere thought the most delicate 
expressions ought alone to be employed to the Commander of the Forces. Though 
Mr. Garay's letter which follows does not appear to require any apology. 
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** military, patriotic, or provincial spirit. No man ever calls himself 
** a Leonese. The Junta of that province (at the time when Gralicia 
^^ and Astnria were sending deputies, and seemed to be almost put- 
ting themselves on the footing of independent states) quietly gave 
their foil powers to the Asturians, and acquiesced in what they 
determined and obtained for them. With the exception of La 
Mancha and the city of Madrid, the same description will apply to 
^* nearly the whole of Old and New Castile. 

In the course of the late events they have been wholly passive, 
and have seen their country successively occupied by the stronger 
party. And indeed it is difficult to blame them : living in open 
villages, in vast plains, Mithout arms, and without horses, they 
^^ have neither the means of defence or escape. 

^^ Yet even here we have seen that the towns are abandoned at the 
^^ approach of the French; that no ma^strate has been brought over 
^^ to take an oath of allegiance to the Pretender ; nor have the French 
*' been able to enlist a single soldier. 

<< The whole of this country has in aU times belonged to the party 
*^ which was superior in eavalry ; while, in the extremities of the 
^^ kingdom, powers in every respect inferior have been able to pro* 
^^ tract their independenoe for ages. 

^^ From every thing that I can learn of the disposition of the other 
^^ provinces, they seem to be possessed by the most ardent and deter* 
^^ mined spirit ; which, even in the ev^ait of the defeat of the levies 
^^ which they are raising for the general defence of the kingdom, 
^^ would leiid them individually to continue a desperate resistance, 
^^ under the direction of their separate Juntas, with such assistance 
-^^ as England could afibrd them, by flotillas, disembarkations, &c. 
f * But it must, I apprehend, be the wish of Government, on every 
^^ account, to prevent things from being brought to this extremity. 
^^ There seem to be two modes of acting with this view : one which 
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^^ yon jusdy state to be of greater hazard, inasmuch as we effectively 
^^ place ourselves in the power of the Spaniards ; but, as you observe 
^ at the same time, with great truth, this may be worthy of i^k, if 
^^ the people of Spain and their Government have aqfficieDft en^rgjr 
^^ to recover from their late defeats. Of the peoj^ I have no doubt': 
^^ the Government are new, and hav« been hitherto too numerous 
^^ to be very active ; but I trust that this inconvenience will sodif be 
^^ remedied. They are resolute, and, I beEeve, every man of them 
^ determined to perish with the country. They will not at least set 
the example (which the ruling powers and hi^er orders of other 
countries have exhibited) of weakness and timidity. 

The military system is certainly defective in its two main pcnnts,. 
^^ reward and punishment ; hut the circumstances of the times must 
^^ prove the necessity of varying from the old system in this re* 
^^ spect; and 1 am persuaded that your rej^esentaticm on tltts> ae 
'^ on all other points, would be listened to with the greatest de- 
^^ ference. 

^^ If you should determine upon marching into Spain, exclusive 
^^ of the importance of covering the capital, theare are, I ^nk^ ^v^^ 
^^ advantages which would result firom hastening the measure. We 
have now in New Castile an anny of 20,000 men, upon wfaick 
Castanos (as you will see) is fiedling bade. Reinforcraoents are 
^* passing through here every day from the provinces, and the 
addition of the BritisAi would ^ve a force very much, I should 
a{^rehend, superior to any thing which the French would be aUe 
to assemble by that time ; especially having a strong trountry in 
arms against them to their left the whole way firom the Pyrennoes; 
There is besides at present a great delay in the arrival of the 
^ reinforcements which were promised them ; and which, if they 
*^ had been sent, would by this tune have composed an enormous 
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^^ There are reports that the resistance to the conscription has 
^* been much more obstinate than usual ; and the pastoral letter of 
^^ the Bishop of Carcapone seems to imply that such reports cannot 
^^ be wholly groundless^ 

^^ Every great effdrt on the part of France has been preceded by 
^^ a similar interval of weakness and internal disturbance; an ad- 
vantage, therefore, which should be obtained at the present moment 
would be doubly valuable, inasmuch as it would render a conscrip- 
tion for a third attempt infinitely difficult, if not impracticable. 
*^ But if, on* the other hand, the French are allowed with their pre- 
^ sent forces to retiun their present advantages, and to wait the 
^^ completion of their conscription, they woidd pour into Spain with 
^^ a number of troops which would give them immediate possesion of 
^* iJie capksd aikl the central provinces. 

^^ The war woul^ dien be reduced to an absolute competition 
^^ between the two countries which would stand out longest against 
^^ tlie waste of population, enormous as it must be on both sides. 

^* I cannot but think, therefore, that considerations both of policy 
^^ .and generosity call upon us for an immediate effort. 

^^ If, however, this view of the subject should not appear to you 
**.sufl&ciently clear or conclusive to induce you to take a step which 
" would, f am well convinced (since you do me the honour to refer 
^^ to me on that subject) meet with the approbation of His Majesty's 
^^ Government, I would venture to recommend retaining the posi- 
^> tion of Astorga. A retreat from that place to Corunna would (as 
"^^ fistr as an unmilitary man may be allowed to judge of a country 
** which he has travelled over) be less difficult than through Portugal 
to Lisbon; and we ought in that position to wait for the rein- 
forcements of cavalry from England; which would enable the 
army to act in the flat country, which opens immediately from 
^^ that point, and extends through the whole of Leon and Old Cas- 
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'^ tile. My poHtical reasons on this head I have already troubled you 
^^ with. 

^ I mention this, however, merely as, in my humble opinion, the 
" least objectionable of the two modes of retreat. Our first object, 
^^ as it appears to me, ought to be, to collect a force capable of re- 
^^ pulsing the French before they receive their reinforcements. 

" The covering and protecting Madrid is surely a point of great 
*^ moment, for effect in Spain, and still more in France, and in tlie 
" West of Europe. It would be a point of the utmost importance 
^^ for Buonaparte to be able to publish a decree, or to date a letter, 
" from Madrid. The people of the town are full of resolution, and 
^^ determined to defend it, in spite of its situation, which is judged 
^^ to be an unfavourable one. This determination ought surely to 
^^ be encouraged by some shew of support. The siege of Madrid 
^ by a Pretender to the throne would be a circumstance decisive 

against the claim, even if in other respects it were a legitimate onev 
I enclose a copy of two official reports from Castanos^ 

^ Believe me, &c*. 






" J. H. Fbere. 



>f 



The official reports from Castanos were such descriptions of the 
actions at Tudela as it was thought good policy to present to the 
public, and were printed in the Spanish newspapers. 

A translation of the letter from* Mr. Garay announcing the 
arrival of two Spanish Generals, and communicating their powers.^ 
is here subjoined. 

* Vide Appendix, T. 
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They corroborated the statement made by Mr. Frere of the 
strength of the Spanish armies ; asserted that they were undismayed 
and augmenting every hour ; and that General San Juan, with 
20,000 brave Spaniards, was in possession of the pass of Somosierra ; 
which he had fortified so strongly as to render the approach to Ma- 
drid impracticable. 

After listening to this flattering statement, Sir John Moore ex- 
ceedingly surprised these Spanish Generals by introducing to them 
Colonel Graham, who had just brought certain accounts that San 
Juan's corps had been charged by a body of French cavalry, and 
were completely routed ; and that there was no doubt that the 
French army was in full maarch for Madrid. 

As Colonel Graham had supped the night before with San Juan, 
in his way from Madrid, his intelligence could not be questioned. 

Sir John by his interrogations seems to have completely sounded 
the depths of these Grenerals* capacities ; and, finding them very 
ignorant of &cts, was little af&cted by their requisitioa to move to 
Madrid. Nor was he altered by Mr. Fvere's letters ; one of which 
was written previous to hisi knowledge of Castanos' defeat; and the 
fAkort one, which was written after* that events contained no fresh 
information. He was not even shaken by Mr. Stuart's intelligence, 
but persisted in his resolatioa to retire, and waited only for the 
arrival of General Hope *. 

But Don Morla, no doubt instigated by Buonaparte, tried other 
means, besides his influence with Mr. Frere, to stop the retreat of 
the British army, and to bring them to the neighbourhood of Madrid. 

With this view, on the 2d of December, when Morla was induc- 
ing the inhabitants to submit to the Conqueror, who was at the 
gates of Madrid f ; the following dispatch was sent off, by a Go- 
vernment Messenger. 

* Vide Appendix, P. R. t Vide Appendix, U. 
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This letter was brought to Salamanca by a messenger of the Junta, 
December 5, 1808. The Prince of Castelfranco an^ Dcm Thomas 
Morla were Deputies of the Supreme Junta entrusted with the 
government of Madrid ; and the latter was the person appointed to 
concert all Military movements with the English Geoeral^.ashas been 
mentioned. While Sir John was taking this paper into consideration, 
Colonel Charmilly arrived with the following dispatches from Mr.Frere, 

jMr. Frere to Sir John Moore. # 

^^ SIR, > Dee. 3, Taiavera. 

^^ Though I have little to add of the general represen- 
^ tation respecting the means of resistance at present existing in 
^^ Spain, whidi I had the iKmour of «tating in my letter of the 30th 
^^ of last month ; yet the report which is just brought me by Colonel 
^^ Charmilly of the state in which he left Madrid, is so strong a con- 
^^ firmation, or more properly speaking, so.mueh exceeds every thing 
^^ which I had ventured to say of the spirit and res6lution of the peo- 
ple, that I cannot forbear representing to youf in the strongest 
manner the propriety, not to say the necessity, of suplparting the 
^^ determination c^ the Spanish people^ by all the means which have 
^^ been entrusted to you for that purpose. 

^^ I have no hesitation in taking upon myself any degree 6f re- 
^^ sppnsibility which may attach itself to this advice. As I consider 
^ the fate of Spain as depending absolutely ' for the present upon the 
" decision which you may adopt. I say jTor the present, for such is 
^^ the spirit and character of the country, that, even if abandoned by 
^^ the British, I should by no means despair of their ultimate success. 
" You will see by the date of this that the Junta are removed 
" from a situation in which they were exposed to be 'made prisoners. 
^ They have determined to retire to Badajoz; where I shall hope to 
*^ be honoured by your answer. 

" I have, &c. &c. "J. H. Febee.'' 
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This letter was sent in to the General, and Colonel Charmilly the 
hearer pressed vehemently to see him ; asserting that he had impor- 
t^t communications to make. Sir John at length came out from an 
inner apartment, and questioned him upon the intelligence he 
brought. The Colonel described in lofty terms the patriotic zeal 
with which all ranks of persons at Madrid were animated. The 
whole inhabitants of the city, he said, were in arms, and had united 
with the troops. The streets were barricaded ; batteries were erecting 
all round ; the peasants were flocking to the capital ; and, in fine, 
the enthusiasm was unexampled. 

He added, that there were most favourable accounts of the rising 
ardour of the South of Spain. 

Sir John Moore listened to all this without uttering a word which 
could indicate his thoughts. But, when alone, he reflected seriously 
upon the extraordinary demands which were transmitted to him, not 
only by the Spanish Government, but also by the British Minister : 
and he called to mind, that he had been commanded to receive * the 
requisitions and representations of both with the utmost deference 
and attention. 

But, independent of these positive requisitions, the intelligence 
brought was of the most favourable kind ; and from so authentic a 
source that it could not be doubted. The letters were official, and 
from the highest authorities : and Mr. Charmilly, who was deputed 
by the British Minister, had been an eye-witness of the effervescence ' 
of Madrid. 

The General was thus persuaded that a great and unexpected 
improvement in the public affairs had taken place ; and he judged, 
that he ought not to pursue the plan which he had devised previous 
to these events. Was it becoming him to fly when the common 

* Vide Appendix K. 
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Enemy was threatening the rum . of Madrid, and when the inhabi- 
tants of that city had bravely determined to perish, rather than yield ? 
This was impossible ; and, having the strongest reasons to believe that 
the causes for retreating had altered, he abandoned his intention, and 
resolved to support the Capital to the utmost of his power. In short 
he embraced upon this, as upon all occasions, the determination which 
he thought would be most useful to his Country, and which was 
most congenial to a noble mind. 

It is now, however, completely ascertained, that, notwithstanding 
the apparent correctness of the intelligence, all was false. For th* 
Prince of Castelfranco and Don Thomas Morla wrote their perfidious 
statement on the very day they had begun to capitulate : and they 
pressed Sir John Moore to hasten to their assistance, though they 
knew that Madrid must belong to Buonaparte, before the letter could 
reach its destination *. 

But it could never enter into the conception of Sir John Moore, 
that the two Chiefs of the Junta had conspired to betray the capital 
of their own country, and to entice the army of their ally into the 
power of the Enemy. Nor could he suspect, when the confiden- 
tial agent of Mr. Frere was representing Madrid as in little danger, 
that, in feet, it had already submitted at the very sight of the French 
army ; that the Spanish Chiefs were crouching at the feet of Buona- 
parte ; and that the people were overwhelmed with terror and de- 
spair. Nor was it imaginable, that the British Minister should be so 
grossly deceived, as to send, for his instruction, intelligence the re- 
verse of truth ; and to require of him, in so positive a manner, to 
succour a city which had actually surrendered. 

As no human penetration could discover the real state of affairs 
under such representations^ the General would have been highly 

* Vide Appendix U. 
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reprehensible^ had he persisted in his design of retiring to the South. 
So, to stop Sir David Baird as soon as possible, he wrote to him that 
night, as follows ; 

Sir John Moore to Sir David JBaird. 

^' MY D£AR SIR DAVID, Salamanca, 5 December, 1808. 

^^ The City of Madrid have taken up arms, have 
'/' refused to capitulate to the French, are barricading their streets, 
^^ and say they are determined to suffer every thing rather than sub- 
^^ mit. This arrests the French ; and people who are sanguine enter- 
" tain great hopes from it. — I own, myself, I fear this spirit has 
" arisen too late ; and the French are now too strong to be resisted in 
" this manner. There is, however, no saying; and I feel myself the 
" more obliged to give it a trial that Mr. Frere has made a formal 
" representation, which I received this evening. I must beg, there- 
fore, you will suspend your march until you hear from me again, 
and make arrangements for your return to Astorga, should it be 
necessary. — All this appears very strange and unsteady ; but, if the 
^ spirit of enthusiasm does arise in Spain, and the people will be 
martyrs, there is no saying in that case, what our force may do. 
I hope in the mean time the regiment of cavalry is coming to me^ 
^* which I asked you for. 

^^ Believe me, &c. 

" John Moore.'^ 

After more full dehberation he wrote again next morning. 
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Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 



MY DEAR SIR DAVID, Salamanca, 6 Decetnber, 1808. 



" I WROTE to you last hight to suspend your retro- 
^^ grade movements. I now write to you to beg that you will put to 
*^ the right about, and return bag and baggage to Aistorga. 

" The people of Madrid, it is said, are enthusiastic and desperate ; 

^^ and certainly at this moment do resist the French — the good which 

^^ may result from this it is impossible to say ; I can neither trust to 

^f it, nor can I altogether despise it. If the flame catches elsewhere, 

^^ and becomes at all general, the best results may be expected ; if 

^^ confined to Madrid, that town will be sacrificed, and all will be as 

*^ bad, or worse than ever. In short, what is passing at Madrid 

^y may be decisive of the fate of Spain ; and we must be at hand to aid 

". and to take advantage of whatever happens. The wishes of our 

". Country, and our duty, demand this of us, with whatever risk it 

*^ may be attended. I mean to proceed bridle in hand; for if the 

^^ bubble bursts, and Madrid Mis, we shall have a run for it. Let all 

^^ your preparations, as far as provisions, &c. go, continue to be 

''^ made for a retreat, in case that should again become necessary. 

" Establish one magazine at Villa Franca, and one or two further 

" back ; to which let salt meat, biscuit, rum or wines, forage, &c. 

" be brought up from Corunna. Send to me to Zamora two regiments 

*^ of Cavalry, and one brigade of Horse Artillery ; keeping one regi- 

*^ ment of Cavalry and one brigade of Horse Artillery with yourself; 

** and send on your troops by brigades to Benavente. The Enemy 

'^ have nothing at present in that direction ; we must take advantage 

^^ of it, and by working double tides make up for lost time. By 



9S 









means of the Cavalry patroles, you will discover any movements 
immediately near you ; and I take for granted you have got other 
" channels of information ; and hoth you and me, although we may 
** look hig, and determine to get every thing forward, yet we must 
" never lose sight of this, that at any moment affairs may take that 
^^ turn, that will render it necessary to retreat. 

" I shall write by this opportunity to the Marquis of Romana ; and 
it would be satisfactory if you kept an officer constantly, or sent 
one occasionally to him, to judge his force, and its state of prepa^ 
** ration for service, to let us know how far we can depend upon its 
" action. I wish you would forward the money to me.. 

" I remain, my dear Sir David, &c. 

^^ John Moore/'^ 

It luckily happened that Sir David Baird had proceeded no farther 
than Villa Franca, so that little time was lost ; and General Hope by 
rapid marches had brought his division close to Salamanca* The 
position of the British Army had therefore become much more secure. 
Sir John had now a complete though small corps, with Cavalry and 
Artillery ; and, by a movement to the left, his junction with Sir 
David Baird was certain. 

Being desirous of obtaining the co-operation of the only Spanish 
Corps within reach, he wrote immediately to the Marquis of Romana^ 
who was at Leon. 



Sir John Moore to the Marquis de la JRomanct^ 



• t 
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SIR, Salcmtanca, 6 Dec. 180a. 



^* I HAD the honour ta receive your Excellency's letter 
** of the 30th November. I shall in general write to you in French, 
^^ as you desire it ; but I hope you will excuse me, if I address this 
^^ to you in English, as I am at this moment a good deal hurried*. 
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*^ Since my arrival in Spain, I have been put in no communication 
^^ with any of the Spanish Armies, and have been kept perfectly in 
" the dark with respect to their movements, the plans of their Gene- 
" rals, or their Government — and during the time my army was on 
^^ its march to assemble and unite itself, I have been left exposed 
*^ without the least support. 

" My wish lias always been to co-operate with the Spanish Armies 
" for the good of the common cause : but at last, finding that I was 
" left to myself, it became necessary for me to think of myself alone J 
" and to consider, after the two armies of Generals Blake and Casta- 
" nos were beaten, what steps I could take for the British Army, 
^^ which was then collecting at Astorga, and this place ; thus the 
^^ more helpless from its separation, but even, if united, not sufficiently 
*^ strong to encounter the whole force of the Enemy, which I saw 
^^ would immediately be turned against us. I therefore felt myself 
^^ obliged, however reluctantly, to order the corps at Astorga to fall 
^^ back on Corunna ; and I meant myself, with the corps 1 had here^ 
" to retire upon Portugal, from whence I should be ready to return 
" to the assistance of Spain, whenever their afikirs were better ma- 
naged, and an opportunity offered of doing them any good. Per- 
haps this opportunity has already occurred. The French have turned 
" a great part of their force against Madrid. The people there have 
*^ armed themselves, and say they are determined to resist. If this 
^^ enthusiasm which actuates the people of Madrid last, and they 
^^ continue resolute, and, above all, if the example of the capital is 
^^ followed, and the enthusiasm becomes at all general throughout 
<^ Spain, and induces large armies to come forward to the assistance 
** of Madrid — Spain may still hope to recover from her misfortunes, 
** repel the French, and re-establish her independence. As my re- 
^^ treat was forced^ and made with reluctance, so it is stopped the 
'^ moment I see a chance of acting for the advantage of this country. 
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** I have ordered Sir David Baird to return with his corps to Astorga, 
" and from thence to Benavente. My wish is to unite ^vith you ; 
^* and to undertake with you such operations as we may judge best 
** for the support of Madrid^ and the defeat of the Enemy, The 
" French have driven General St. Juan from the Somosierra ; and are 
^^ in possession of that and the pass of the Guardarama* General 
^^ Castanos is said to be at Siguenza. The Supreme Junta have re- 
" tired to Bads^os. Tlie Duke of Castelfranco and Mr. Morla are at 
** the head of the Junta, Civil and Military, at Madrid. 

" I have written to you ^vith that frankness which becomes a Mili- 
tary Man ; 1 shall act with you in the same manner. I have the 
greatest respect for your character ; and you will find me always 
ready to undertake whatever is practicable for the advantage of the 
Spanish Nation. 

*^ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Your Excellency '^s, &c. 

" John Moore}^' 

In the morning of December 6, G>1. CharmiUy again appeared at 
Head Quarters, and presented the following letter, which he bad 
been desired not to deliver unless it was necessary. 






Mr. Frere to Sir John Mo'ore^ 



a 



SIR^ Dec. 3, 1808, 



" In the event which I did not wish to presuppose of 
^* your continuing the determination already announced to me of re- 
tiring with the army under your command, I have to request that 
Colonel Charmilly, who is the bearer of this, and whose intelligence 






^^ has been already referred to> may be previously examined before a 
^* Council of War, 

^^ I have, &c. 

" J. H. Frerb.^' 

Mr. Frere's mind must have been strongly wrought upon to view 
the retreat of the British Army to the Tagus, as so injurious a mea- 
sure. For, not content with sending intelligence of the brilliant state 
of Spanish affairs, and employing arguments, requisitions, and depu* 
tations : he here attempts to controiJ the Commander of the Forces ; 
and seems to have expected to compel him by a Council of War to 
obey, even against his will. 

It may easily be conceived, that a high-spirited officer could not 
read such a proposition without expressing great indignation at the 
writer. And he was astonished to find, that Mr. Frere had had the 
imprudence to entrust Colonel Charmilly with the secrets contained 
in the important dispatches he brought. 

The Greneral however, not choosing to repose any confidence in 
this Frenchman, did not utter a syllable which could give him the 
slightest indication of his plan ; and, not even approving of his pre- 
sence with the army, directed the Adjutant-Greneral to write an 
order for him to retire. 

The Colonel was thus dismissed, with the conviction that Sir John 
Moore was still determined to retreat, and he returned to Mr. Frere 
to communicate the bad success of hi^ mission. 

But, notwithstanding this conduct of Mr. Frere, Sir John wrote 
to him an answer so calm and dignified, as to form a striking 
contrast with the style of the other. For, as Mr. Frere was the 
Bang's Minister, he was desirous, if possible, of preserving a corre- 
spondence which was necessary for the public service. 



^ 
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5iV John Moore to Mr. Frere. 



SIR, Salamancay 6 Dec. 180&. 



^^ I HAD the honour to receive on the 2nd inst. your 
** letter of the 30th, in answer to that which I addressed to you on 
" the 27th November. Had this army been united and ready to act 
'^ at the titne of General Castanos' defeat, much as I think |t would 
*^ have been risking it, yet it was my intention to have marched on 
^^. Madrid, and to have shared the fortunes of the Spanish nation. If 
^* I could not have sustained myself there, I thought, by placing my- 
^^ self behind the Tagus, I might give the broken armies, and the 
^* people of Spain, if they had patriotism left, an opportunity to as- 
^* semble round me, and to march to the relief of the capital. That 

^^ this was my intention is known to the Officers with me, who are in 

• • • 

** my confidence ; it is known also to Lord Castlereagh, to whom I 
** had imparted it in one of my late letters. I wished to have my 
^* opinion confirmed by yours ; which was the reason of my address- 
** ing you on the 27th. Had you seen the affairs of Spain in a different 
'* li^t, and had you been adverse to the army being committed in the 
*^ heart of Spain, your opinion upon such a subject would, I may 
*^ say, certainly have decided me to have altered my intention. 

ii With respect to the determination I made on the evening of the 
^* 28th, upon receiving from Mr. Stuart the account of Castanos' de- 
^^ feat, I should, had you been with me, have communicated it to you ; 
** but should never have thought of asking your advice or opinion, 
^^ as that determination was founded on circumstances with which you 
^ could not be acquainted : and was, besides, a question merely Mi- 
^litary, of which I thought myself the best judge. At that tim^ 
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^^ the army was divided into three different corps, and could not poesi- 
*' bly be united before the 13th or 14th of this month ; before which 
" period there was every reason to be^ve that it would be attacked 
^^ by all the force of the Enemy : as, after General Castanos' defeat, 
I know of no Spanish army from which it could receive the small* 
est assistance. The army I commanded was weak irom separation ; 
<< aod w^n united amounts to only 26,0100 men fit fi>r4luty. I had 
^^ boeo left without any communication with any of the Spaniak |ur« 
xx^^ y I expected no assistance from any, and it beh^v^d me to €ion« 
SA^Uir t}ie safety of the British tppops. I tH^oipre dicected Sir David 
'^ 3aMd, whose corps would not have iKpn x^llactect at Astor^ until 
^* the 4th of this iiionth, to fa^U back on Conwrna. I directed General 
^^ Qq^ by forced marches to join me bere^ where I intended^ if I 
^^ wa^ permitted^ to wait his arrival ; and I todk measures for letir- 
^^ ing, with him, into Portugal ; v^th q. \4ew either to defend that 
« Irontier, and, ultimately, to return to Lbbon, or to return to Spain 
^^ should any change of affairs diere render it eligible. 

^^ The resistance made by the people of Madrid has occupied the 
^^ French, and has prevented any corps from being detached against 
^^ me. This example of enthusiastic patriotism in the capital, if it 
^^ holds, may be followed by the mo^ happy effects^ if the flame com^ 
<^ mumqates, and the example is fpUowcd by the Provinces. Them 
^^ has. been no example of any such resistcmoe in any ether part of 
^^ Spain;} and, though I hope this w^l pr^uce it, I have neither seen 
^^ Bor heard pf much enthusiasm elsewhere. Their armies are devoid 
^^ qf both ; 9^d, though I truat it wUl pfpve otherwise^ I cannot but 
^' eoni;ider it as doubtful^ wheth^ the p^qple of Madrid will qontinut 
'^ Ibn when they eooke to be pressed* Jf th^y yield, the whole' is 
<^ gone. I received yestfffd^y a kt^iiiooo the Junta of Madrid. I 
^^ have Qfdered Sir XHtvid 3aird tp fpanrqb h^ak to cAAtorga; and lu^vo 

^' 84o]qpcd my pviS^ac^tWiis f w a r^x«^ I hai^ put my-- 
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^^ self in commuiucalion with the Marquis Romana, at Leon ; andT 
^^ without heing able exactly to say in what manner, every thing shall 
^< be done for the assistance of Madrid, and the Spanish cause, that 
^^ can be expected from an army such as I command. I cantiot make a 
^^ diMGt movemenA on Madhrid, because the passage of "Ate Guardarama 
^^ -and SomalMita tte in the hands of the Frenck Besides, imtil jomed 
<^ 'by Sir 'jDavtd BaiA I am much too weak. I have thougkt it my 
^< ffcity ^us 'calndy to explain to you the reasons which have asd do 
^^ aM^ate my "conduct ; and I wish anxiouBly, as the Kmg 6 Minister, 
^^ to ctonftitiue tqpon the most confidential footing with you : aiid I hope, 
as we 'have . btft one interest, the piiblic welfare, though we may 
occasionally see it in different aspects, that this will not distafb ihe 
hiEurmony that should subsist between us. 
^^ Fully impressed as I am with these sentiments, I shall abstain 
^^ from mny remark upon the two letters from you, delivered to 
^^ 'me last nigirt and this morning by CoL Charmilly, or on "die mes- 
^^ sage which accompanied them. I certainly at first did feel and ex- 
pressed much indignation at a person like him being made the 
channel ef a communication of that sort from yeu to me. ^Hiose 
feelings are at an *end ; and I dare say they never will be excited 
« towards y<m again. 

^' If Mr. Charmilly is your friend, it was, perhaps, natural for you 
^ to em^y htm : but I have pr^udices against «dl that elass ; and 
it is impossible for me to put any trust in^hitt. 1 tsbaU, liheiefOTe, 
thatdi you tiot to employ him any more in any ccnaamaaiikmi with 
^^ tne. It is impossible not to remark, 4Awt, whatever ^iMirosiasm 
^^^eists in the ^^mtitry, a smaU portion of i*it ibelm^ to liie Junta ; 
^^ who Would 'cffherwise, I think, have fo««di&ome place more centval 
^^ and less remote than Badajos for their residence. 

^' I have the honour to be, &c. 

^^ John Moobe.*' 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^^^9 Salamanca^ 6th Dec. 1808» 

^^ I NEGLECTED to mention to you in my letter of 
^^ this date^ that the General Officers Escalante and Bueno had been 
^^ with me ; who are mentioned in that extraordinary paper which 
^* you sent me with your letters of the 30th Nov. signed by Martin 
^^de Garay, Secretary of the Junta. The two Generals seemed to 
^^ me to be two weak old men, or rather women, with whom it was 
*^ impossible for me to concert any military operation^, had I been so 
" inclined. 

^^ The persons with whom such operations can be concerted at 
^^ present are the Generals who command the armies, not men like 
^* these two, who have no information upon which such plans can 
" be formed, except the official papers, always incorrect, which have 
^^ been given to them from public offices. Their conference with 
^^ me consisted in questions and in assertions with respect to the 
^* strength of different Spanish corps, all of which I knew to be 

erroneous; and they neither knew that Segovia nor Somosierra 

were in possession of the Enemy. I shall be obliged to you to 
<< -save me from such visits-, which are very painful. 

^^ I mentioned to you in my letter of this day that I had had a 
'^ letter from the Junta at Madrid. Mv instructions direct me, that 
^^ all my communications with the Spanish Government should go- 
^^ through you ; and I should be very happy, on every account, to* 
" comply with them : but I do not see how this can be, if you con- 
*^ tinue at Badajos. I shall, however^ send you copies of them, if 
*^ you wish it. 

*^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

" JoHIi MOOEE.'^ 
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' The following short passage^ in the Generars Journal shews tlwt 
ideas at this time revolving in his mind^ while waiting for the junc- 
tion of Sir David Baird. 

. .^^ After Castanos' defeat the French inarched to Madrid. The 
f^ inhabitants flew to arms, barricadoed their streets, and swore to 
" die, rather than submits 

*< This has arrested the progress of the French, and Madrid still 
^* holds out. This is the first instance of enthusiasm shewn. There 
^^ is a chance that the example may be followed, and the people be 
*^saved. I have stopped Baird's retreat, and am taking measures to 
^^ form our junction, whilst the French are wholly occupied with 
^* Madrid. 

<< y^e are bound pot to abandon th^ cause as long as there is hope. 
". Put, Ae courage of the populace of Madrid may fail; or at any 
ii rate they may not be able to resist. In short, in a moment things 
f^jAay be as bad as ever, unless the whole country is ^imated, and 
|Vfl.ocks to the aid of the capital. 

; *^ In this part the people are passive. I have sent Colonel Gra- 
^^ ham to Madrid, to let me know exactly what is passing; for we 
^^ find the greatest difficulty to get people to bring us information." 

The following is the letter entrusted to Colonel Graham. 

Sir John Moore to the Duke of Castelfranco and M. de Morla. 

** Salamanca, 6 Dec. 1 SOS. 

. *^ I HAD the honouj? to receive, last night, a letter 
*^ signed by the Duke of Castelfranco and M. de Morla, in the 
" name of the Junta Military and Civil established at Madrid. 
^^ Hitjierto I have been left without communication or support from 
^' any of the 3panish armies ; and as the army I command was sepa- 
^^ rated at Astorga and Salamanca, at which place it had been 
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^^ ordered to collect, at the time when the army tinder Greneral 
^^ Castanos was defeated, it became necessary for in6 to consider 
what steps were necessary for the security of the British army, 
which was helpless from its separation, and when miited not 
stifficiently strong to encounter the whole French force, which 
was about to be turned against it. I had liierefore ordered ^e 
corps at Astorga to fall back on Cormhia, and was ^bdut to 
retire ^th the corps from this to some ^lace of greater secu- 
rity, from whence I might return to iHtit assistance of Spaito, when 
^* a more fisLVourable opportunity offenid. Those measures I have 
^^ now stopped. The corps under Sir David Baird shall retton to 
^^ Astorga. I have put myself in communication with the Marquis 
^^ de la Romana, at Leon ; and I shall, in concert with him, under- 
^^ take stich operations as are deetned best for the inter^bts of Spain, 
^^ ktiA for the relief and assistance of Madrid. 1 sliotdd hope ^hat 
" HShe ekaittple of patriotism given by the capital wiA be fbHbwed by 
<^ the provinces, and that the people ^ill flock u!p €o its attsistanee ; 
** ^hete, headed by ilhe armies, thfe beSt r^stdts may be ex^pected. 
^* The Junta toay rest assured thait every thing Bhafi Ibe Adiie %y me 
^^ tfaiit *c*!ib be expected by such a coips as I coibmand. Tbk \it4ll be 
<^ delivered by Colonel Graham, whom I send to the Junta thi^ he 
" may explain the particulars of my situation, and communicate to 
^' me the wishes of the Junta, and the relative positions and strength 
" of the people of Madrid, and the French opposed to them. 

" 1 have the honour to be, 

" Your Exc€91ency\ &c. 

^^ John 'Mbojofe.'^ 

This letter was written in consequence of ^e intettigehlfe sdnt 
by Mr. ^rere, who imagined 'that both Castelfrandb and']^6rla liad 
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r»9plve4 to fight to ti|i^ last ^tremity^ and^ tather thao suSex tbeir 
4fiuiitry to be enfilav^, ; tfi perbh in its ruins. 

33ut it . is no(W Mly ascertained lixat Madrid was basely betrayed* 
The Cl^^fs wbo signed the c^itulation aband^ed every principle which 
thay had sworn tp maintain, and stipulated for advantag^eous condi- 
tions for themselyes : while jd^e inhabitants at first resisted with 
noisy vociferation, and then quietly surrendered their arms. 

Castelfranco and Morla when they wrote to Sir John Moore knew 
that Castanos* troops were cut off from Madrid by Marshal Bessieres^ 
and were flying towards Cuenca. 

-They themselves had ordered the gates of Madrid to be shut against 
the corps of San Juan; who, from mistaken fury, murdered their 
General, one of the ablest of the Spanish (^cers; and afiter this 
horrid deed fled in confusion to Almares. 

Sb(^ W9^ the conduct of the misguided troops ; and the two fai^- 
bom Spanish Chiefs sheathed their swords at the sight of the Bnemy 
of their country, and by his order employed iiieir perfidious pans to 
betray the British army* In the letter to Sir John Moore the s^na«» 
ture il Principe de Castelfranco is written with a steady hand ; but 
Thomas Morla^s appears to h^ve trembled in signing his infruny. 

Buonaparte, with affected grandeur, pretended to extend his 
clemency to these degraded Spaniards. To conceal their concert 
with him, and to gratify his spleen, he cunningly taunted Morla 
for his former perfidy in breaking the Capitulation with Du Pont 
But so fihaDow a device is easily comprehended. 

Morla made good terms for himself and h» base associates. His 
fortune and military rank were preserved to him, and he stoops to 
exist under the protection of the Usurper of his country. 

^^ Vendidit hie auro patrtam, dominumque potentem 
^^ Inposuit, fixit leges pretio atque tefixitJ 
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But these dismal truths were all unknown to Sir John Moore. He 
never saw the men, and had no meatis of judging of the sincerity of 
their professions. He perceived very clearly the folly which pre- 
dominated in the Spanish councils, but conjectured nothing worfe. 

On the 7th of December he had the pleasure of receiving the 
following patriotic address from the City of Toledo *. 



The Junta of Toledo to his JExcellency Sir John MoorCy 8fc. Sfc. 

'^ EXCELLENT SIR, ToUdo, 5tA December, 1808. 

" The Junta of Toledo, most anxiously wishing to 
*^ save their country, have signified to General Eredia, the Comman* 
'^ dant of this Capital, that it is their intention to reunite here the 
^^ dispersed armies ; and to take the proper measures to enable him 



^J to defend this City to the last extremity. 

^^ The Junta is besides in communication with Aranjuez, and other 
^' points of union; and have the satis&ction to assure your Excellency 
*^ that they are resolved to die in defence of their country. They 
^^ transmit this information for the guidance of your Excellency, 
*^ wisfiing you many years." 

(Signed by the Members of Junta.) 

Sir John Moore rejoiced at this new proof of rising spirit in Spain^ 
Mid immediately returned the following answer. 

♦ Vide Appendix X. 
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Sir John Moore to their Excellencies iJie Junta of Toledo. 

'^^ GENTLEMEN, Salamanca, 7 Dec. 180$. 

*^ I HAVE received this morning the lettet which you 
^' have done me the honour to address to me. 

^^ The sentiments it contains, and the determination you express 
to die for your country, do you and the City of Toledo the greatest 
honour. If similar sentiments animate the rest of Spain, and ^ 
Spaniards will adhere faithfully to each other, there can be no 
doubt of your ultimate success, .whatever temporary advantages the 
French may perhaps gain* /fhe example given by Madrid is 
worthy of a great nation : it wUl, I hope, excite the enthusiasm 
of all good Spaniards; make them collect, and march to the 
assistance of a town which ought not to be sacrificed. 
^^ The British army, like the British nation, is desirous of render- 
ing every assistance to the Spanish cause, and you may depend 
upon its best exertions. 1 am uniting the different corps of the 
army, and preparing to act 

^^ The Marquis of Romana is at Leon, collecting the army th^t 
was with General Blake in Biscay ; and, in concert with him, 
whatever is possiUe on this side shall be done. 
^^ I shall hope to continue in correspondence with you, and that 
you will inform me with the progress you make ; and with what- 
ever movements are made, either by the Enemy or by the armed 
force assembling ^t Toledo. You shall be equally informed by me 
of every thing on this side. In order to facilitate this correspondence, 
I shall send a British ofiicer. to reside at Toledo, which I trust will 
meet your approbation. 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore/- • 



An officer was accordingly sent to concert measures for the defence 
of T(dedo ; but the Junta at th^ approach df a Fi^en^* coi^ suddenly 
changed their resolution, and, instead of dying, or even fighting 
for their country, very prudently retired : and the Duke of^ BeUune 
took possession of this peaceful City. This \^s one of the usual 
disappointments Sir John M6ore met \^th from liis aUy ; who was 
constantly proclaiming the mbst daring intigntioias ; and when e^icpec- 
tation was^ wound up to its height, dnd the most strenuous deejls 
were looked for, in a moment exertion relaxed, and every resolution 
yielded. 

Indeed' few Generals havfe bfeen entstngfed with so mapy em- 
barrassments ^ Sir John Moore J ^ who not ohlV had to contiehd 
^i*kil*the disiru^t of Ae Spanish Govfekniiifeiiti always exaggj^ting 
t^ir resources, and concesding 6r glbssinjg^ over their disasters ; but 
also to guard against the secret plote ' 6f ulisildpected t^ lud 

in thebmom of iiie Juifta. ' While the British 'Minister, instead of 
assisting him with correct infbrmatibn, pe^leked him with false 
intiell^nce, harassed him mth vexatious missions, and thwarted 
him with pertinacious requisitions. And, lastly^ he had to encQunter 
tk^ '^wer and geoitrs dl Budnaparte. ; ^ 

Ma^d had now fallen, and the indefatigable Empef or was resolved 
to give the discomfited Spaniardis no time to rally; but to disperse 
th«M* (Sspiri«cd ttoops, and penetrate with celerity to tfie South. 

Mbrshal B^ssieres was chasing the dentrid Army on the road to 
Valencia ; the DuHe of JBelltme Had entered' Toledo : and the Duke 
of Duntnc, with a^ strong division, was marching to Badajoz, with 
the design of eithfer seizing;' upon Lisbon' or Cadi:z ; - the Duke of 
Trfeville was proceeding ajgainst Saragossa; the Duke of Dalmatia 
was preparing to enter Leon ; and BuonapsLrte, fi^om^Madrid, was 
ready to support all these movements; and complete the subjugation of 
Spauii * 
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There ar? po o^ain dociunents to asoertaia* what were tiib actMl 
qifmbers of the French army who invaded Spain. ' 

BuoIlaparte'€UGa)0^nc«d thai hia intention was to carry there 205,000 
ineni aqd th^ jFi^och OQ&cers who were taken prisoners believed Aat 
their army: copaisted of fully that number; . » , ' ^ • ' * ;' 

.The fo^owing statement skews that in thi» there was probably litde 
or no es;;aggei:atk>nr, ' i ' . -} '» • 

Various accounts agree in calculating the French force ill 
; Sp^isi^ inautnmti 1808, "^ich was stationed behind the 

Ebfo,At' . - . ... . ^. . . .•- . 45,000 
There were at the tame thne, in the Town of Barcelona, 

igid in the Province of Catalonia, • ^ - - . - 15,000 
; ' Aocprding^ to the intercepted letter from the Governor of 
Baycmne tb iMai^hal Jourdan> there would enter Spain 
by BajfNtoe^ between 16th October and 16th November*, 7^,000 
: An armyr chiefly from Italy, entered Catalonia about the 

, saml^ pieriod r . . - 15,000 

. jJuuQt'siUvision 'entered, in the lieginning of December 30,000 
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>!; From rifartsilh*re is'reiAoii'^6 "beHeve'th&t lh6re were 0fh6r 
Fre.aolk Q^rpa'besi^ the abpv^^' Which wouM make the numbers 
Utiajrly accord * with Bodiwparte'^s d^diaralion. 

' \tfW not hdwerer to be imagined, that mere ever wisis stt '6ne period 
4io gfeatiaa dffefature French fettle as the itbove ; £or dieaths aiid casualties 
always occasion ;a ^rkit redaction of <9ie' lumbers of at^ army. 
; . > rOnsidide^ble pains have been takctn'to ^cer^ain what was the real 
British force which entered l^min ; for a very false estimate may be 

* Vide Appelidir, E. 
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made by examiniiig only the total numbers cf official reports. After 
an accurate* examination it is found, that the whole efiective force 
of the corps which marched from Corunria under Sir David Baird 
• consisted of 9550 men ; and of those which proceeded firom Portu- 
gal was 18,416; making altogether an army of 25,631 infantry 
and 2450 cavalry. The artillery was numerous, but of too small a 
calibre ; including a brigade of iiseless three-pouiidlers, it amounted 
to fifty guns. 

Sir John Moore was now joined by Geitieral Hope's divisicm, and wa» 

desirous of uniting himself with Sir David Baird's ; having resolved 

to prosecute the war in the North of Spain. . But neither the arts of 

, Morla, the news of Charmilly^ upr the argumetits and requisitions of 

the Junta and Mr. Frere could induce the General to adraoce to Madrid. 

ft 

He knew that the passes of Somosierra aiid Guardarama were pos- 
sessed by the French, and that an attempt to force them would be 
destructive ; yet, if he continued where he was, or only guarded the 
frontiers of Galicia, eyery thing valuable in Spain would be quickly 
, subdued. The first of these plans was rejected as rash, and the 
others as futile ; but he formed and executed a plaA for stopping 
the progress of the French, and relieving Spain, which has been 
highly admired by masters in the art of war. This will be gradually 
developed. But, as he found that tbe.Spamsh Generals who had 
been deputed to him were quite incapable of d&eussing a plan, or 
giving him any advice, he thought it would be in^madent to confidis 
his intentions to them. He considered it most advisable to trust no 
one with his de3igns, except the Govermnent, aod the Generah 
commanding armies who were to coKipemke with him. 

This appears to have given great offence to. one of the Diluted 
QeQ^rals, who wrote the following letter. 

* Vide Appendix Y. 
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J}on Ventura Bscala^ite to His JExcellency the Gmmander of the 

threes of His Sritannie Majesty *• 

« 

** MOST EXCELI^ENT SIR, La Calzada dc Banos, Dec. 7, 1808. 

** I IN vain exhaysted every means, military as well as 
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political, to induce your Excellency to give up the project of retir- 
ing with your troops to Ciudad Rodrigo and Portugal, and of 
withdrawing that part of the British army which is at Astorga to 
Galioia. And your Excellency having observed, that the Marquis 
** of Romana was only able to collect five thousand men, I left Sala- 
tnanca yesterday morning to meet the Supreme Junta, considering 
my mission at an end. But to*day I have received a courier with 
^^ a letter from the Marquis of Romana ; of which I transmit a 
** copy to your Excellency, in hopes that it will have more influence 
^^ than my observations, and induce you to 61iange your pktn. For 
** if, instead of uniting the two divinons of your army with the army 
^^ of the Marquis of Romana at Zamora, or some other point that 
^^ may impose upon the Enemy, you persist in puttnig your design 
'^ iti execution, you wiH imj»ediately occasion the destructionf of 
^^ Spain, and perhaps your Excellency will be under the necessity 
** of embarking for England. But if your Excellency will accede 
^^ to the said junction, it is very probable that the Enemy vnll aban- 
^^ don his intention of attacking Madrid, and will retire. This would 
^ ^ve time to the army of the Centre to concentrate, and take other 
^^ positions. 

' ^^ I request your Bxcelfency to give an answer to the bearer/ that he 
^^ may send it to me; And it vt^uM be important if your Excellency 
^^ would be so good as to write to the Marquis of Romana your final 

^^ determination. 

" Ventuka Escalante/' 

* Vide the original Spanish^ C. C. 
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The answer that was sent to this letter was one of pure civUity, 
Sir John choosing only tp \yrite confidentially to the acting Generals. 



De Sir John Moore d son Excellence le Marquis de ta jRomana. 

" DIONSIEUR LB MABQUIS, Solomanc^ ce 8 Decemkre. 

" Un Officier que j' expire au Q(^n^nil Sir Piivid 
Baird^ m' ofire V occasion de yous ^prire. Je n' ai paa encore re^ 
di^s information^si si^es, k 1' ^ard de Madrid ; j' ai lieu dq qroire que 
le people tient encore. Une lettre du Juntd de Toledo m' « ft^m- 
muhiqu^ V intention de rassembler un corp^ d' anti^ Ik ; et que le 
peuple est ddtermin^ de inourir^ les armes k )a main. 
^^ Ijq General Castanos a re9U ordre de 9» r^t&rer i^ Carolina^ de 
r autre c6t^ du Sierra Morena. 

^^ Dan4 oette psulde de V Espagne les habitans iymt tr0p traiifa^es : 
ils disent qu' ila n' ont point d' annes; iU ont liewin dSme i^ [Kmr 
les reni^uer kt pour les r^unir, et pour les c^iptimanikri if e ^ppse, 
le IQ cour§nt, d^ faire un mouvememt wr iSwiQire (^t Twt^ pour 
v» rapprocher du Corps du G^h^ral Bafrd et du vptr0> Quand je 
sais quel progr^ vous avez fait daJKui I'lEvgaiusa^n djs Yptrt^tg^^a^, 
nous pourrons combiner quelque choae j et j^ i^tteond^ :A.T0<^ iftipa- 
tience de recevoir une r^ponse k la lettre qu? j' eu» X \^viiigxxt de i^ous 
ecrire le six. Deux Officier9 G^&^lu)il €^t(Hent idi^ U y a 4u^ue8 
Jours, envoy^ de la part du Junjta Sujir^me. Us ne m^ ont' paa '||ani 
d' avoir ni les pouvoirs ni les informations n^ssaries pour ocHXibiner 
une operation. J' ai cm pouyoir w! appliqu^r |^ua clairaaMOt avec 
vous. Monsieur k G/k^&c^ly et j' ai refiis^ d' entrer avec ew en 
matiere : ik otoient k G^ii^ral Escaknte et le B« G^i^rBl Bttmo« 

*' J' ai V honneur 



'' d'6tre, &c. 



^^ John Moorb, 



Ill 

' 'Rie following hi9tnictiotad tyere thcjfi dispatched to Sir David 
Baird. 

i /Sin ^ohn Moor^ to Sir David JBaird. 



I V* 



fti 



/•> *♦ 



\y VY DEAR GENERAL, ^a^manca, StA Dec. 1808. 

^f JVLldiiid :8till holds out, apd t l^iave some reason to 
helieve that some efforts are making to collect a force at Toledo, 
|kQ4 ,^i^^ )^S^Vi ^^^ Q^ ^h^ other /side of the Sierra Morena. As 
long as there is a chance, we must not, ahandoai f!^ ^pudtry. The 
conduct of Madrid ha» givei^ us a httle time, and we must en- 
deavour to profit by it. My first object must be to unite with 
you, and thus connect myself with the Marquis Romana. I shall 
move a corps from this on the 10th,r to Zamora and Toro. - To 
whic)vlast place I shall move Head Quarters, 
^^I should, wish you to push on your people by brigades to Be- 
naj^ente, . I h^ye desired General Clinton to send you, for your 
jprit;a/;e information, the manner I propose dividing the army. 
i think you will prefer commanding a division to being second in 
command without any. I send you this private, that you may 
consider it, and let me know if you would wish it altered in any 
particular. But I should not wish it to be shewn to any of the 
Generals, which , might dxaw* upon me applications which I could 
not grant. You will have the goodness to point out to me any 
alterations, respecting the corps with you^^ which migljit iipprove 
the arrUigdment. 

^i-^on nevBt tt^*fed'th*i likter I enclosed td you, long since, for 
Gen^rsd Lei^,' oird(sritl^- him to jcntt yOU; iam^, therefore, ig- 
tiortiH^ Wh«thbi« he' is With' yon. H^ i^-]^Mtfj^ like all the cor- 
i«sj^dkig yfoMsT, Mdbi^ my comma^ndi hoftHie hm ncfver written 
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^^ me a line. I shall thank yon to tell me where he is, as alto 
*' the Officers who were employed in the mission under him. 

'^ In the mean tin^e I am anxious to know the real strength and 
'^ condition of the troops Romana and Blake are assembling; and 
^^ I shall thank you to send an intelligent officer to Leon to see 
^^ them ; and who is capable of judging without allowing him- 
" self to be humbu^ed. > You will of course order whatever 
^^ troops arrive at Corunna to be immediately kmded and moved 
'* forward. 

^^ I have sent Colonel Graham (90 Reg.) to Madrid^ and expect 
^^ to hear from him this evening. 

" I remain, &c. 

" John Moore.*' 

« 

Colonel Graham, who had been deputed with the answer to 
Castelfranco and Morla, instead of travelling directly to Madrid, 
thought it most prudent to go first to Talavent, to obtain infelli* 
gence. He arriyed there late at night on the ^ih of Pecemben 
The following letter explains his proceedings ; but, as the Spanish 
niessenger was slow, and the Colonel was indefatigably active, he 
returned to Salamanca on the 9th, before the letter arrived. 



Colonel Crraham to Sir John Moore. 

Talavcira dt la Jtcma^ 

" MY DEAR GENERAL, nr j j %r' l* i , ^ o n-. i q/^# 

. ' Wednesday Night hUc^ 1-% Dec. 180S, 

^ ^ Owing to the extreme difficulty in getting horses, I did 
^< ^ot get here till past eleven to-night : and hearing there Was a part 
<<x^ the Junta Central still in this place, I immediately waited, on 
<^ them to. obtain infannation: the amouptc^ whi^ I send by an 
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^^ extraordinary courier^ as tlie mbst likely means of its reaching you 
^^ soon ; as he will get on nnich fiauster than I could, requiring fewer 
f^ horses. 

^^ It seems on the 3d, Castelfranco an^ Moria made some sort of 
^^ agreement with the French, who on the day before got poases- 
^^ sion of the Retiro and Prado of Madrid. They are suspected of 
^< treason in this proceeding ; having refused to admit the troops 
^^ under St. Juan and Hereida who were at the gates on this side ; 
*^ and whose presence, it is asserted, would have enabled the dtizens 
^^ to have defended the town. Castellar, the Cs^tain -General, and 
^^ all the Military Officers of rank, refused to ratify the agreement, 
left the town, and brought away 16 guns ; and the inhabitants re- 
fuse to deliver up their arms. In this state of things the Enemy 
^^ remain in the Retiro, without having taken possession of the dif- 
^* fierent posts within : and they (the two Deputies here) do not think 
^^ there is any chance of any part of the French force (between 20 
*^ and 30,000 men) being detached from Madrid. 

^^ Castanos' army, meanwhile, commanded by General La P^a^ 
f^ seoond ia command, is at Guadakouuu ; and they say amounts to 
'' about 30,000 men. There are about 12,000 of the remains of St. 
^^ Juan and Hereida's army here, gcmig to occupy the Widge of Al- 
^^ maraz ; where great exertions are making by the Junta to assemble 
'' a large force. Meanwhile St. Juan has been sacrificed to the popu- 
" lar fury for retreating from Madrid ; and was this morning mur- 
*^ dered here. One of the members now here is to proceed imme* 
^* diartely to Leon, to concert measures wkh die M. de la Romana ; 
'^ whose force they state, by the accounts received this day, to ex- 
ceed 30,000 men ; and every where, where the country is not occu- 
pied by the Enemy, they say the most active measures are taking 
to increase the military force of. the country. They state the whole 
•* of the French force in Spain not to exceed from 70 to 80,000 men ; 

Q 






114 

^' a part of which is before Saragossa. Tliey deiiy any reinforcementel 
^^ more being* on their way to join the Enemy. They are most anx^ 
'^ ious that you should join Romana. I shortly Explained .to them, 
^^ the divided state of your army, and the necessity you was under to 
^^ begin a retreat, instead of completing the junction, on hearing of 
^^ Castanos' defeat. I assured them, that, whatever nught be your 
^^ determination from circumstances, you have nothing more at heart 
^^ than to ser\'e effectually the cause of Spain ; but that the British 
'^ auxiliary army could do little in that by itself, and that every thing 
^^ depended on their being able to bring forward a powerful Spanish 
'^ army, that could unite with it. I mean to return by the Placebtia 
^^ road. . I am afraid I shall not be aUe to get the Courier to send tfiis 
'' till to-morrow morning. 

" I remain ever most truly yours, 

^^ Thomas Gbaham. 
^^ P. S. I think they mean that La P&ia should retire on Anda- 
^^ lusia : though they do not seem to have quite given up hopes of the 
^^ people of Madrid resisting, should they be able to introduce a few 
^^ thousand men. The Junta is at Truxillo. You see that all that I 
'^ can do is to repeat what I have heard ; for I have no means at dus 
^* moment of judging for myself." 



(^Paper iachsed.) 



<< In the fioming of the Ztk 



^^ I HAVE just heard, from good authority, that the Enemy 
^^ have gone towards Saragossa with a large force ; and that that and 
*^ Madrid are their objects. 

^^ P. S. Official accounts are just come that they attacked Sara- 
^* gossa on the first, and were repulsed with great loss.'^ 
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This letter exemplifies the manner in which the Spanish Junta 
cloaked their calamities from the sight of their ally. Not being able 
absolutely to deny the capitulation^ they softened it into a kind of 
agreement; adding, that the indignant inhabitants had refused to 
deliver up their arms, and that the French had not ventured to enter 
the city. They also sunk down the numbers of Buonaparte's army, 
and exaggerated their own in the same proportion : completely dis- 
guising from the British General the relative strength of both. 

He was thus misled by the persons w]io ought to have instructed 
him ; and taught to believe that Madrid, instead of surrendering, had 
only formed a species of armistice with the Enemy. That Spanish 
corps were preparing to advance to its relief; and that the chief por- 
tion of Buonaparte's force must be occupied in controuling it. 

It appears frt>m Sir John Moore's letters, that he neither credu- 
lously trusted^ nor tptally disbelieved this authenticated account; 
diough it was likewise confimyed by many private reports : particur 
larly by the testimony of a Friar^ who had come from Madrid. Not<* 
withstanding his doubts, he considered himself compelled to make 
every effort in his power for the relief of the capital, and accordingly 
advanced from Salamanca. 

The movement was made frofm the left flank, by brigades, towards 
the Duero. , i , 

The reserve and General Beresford's brigade were marched to 
Toro ; there to unite with the cavalry under Lord Paget, who had 
reached that place from Astorga. He moved with the remainr 
ing divisions towards Alaejos and Tordesillas. At this last place the 
whole were intended to unite, whence he proposed to proceed to Val- 
ladolid. Sir David Baird's corps were not yet all collected ; but he 
was directed to push on his brigades to Benaveiite, to support or join 
him. 



The intention of this movement was to threaten the communica- 
tion between Madrid and France : but the design is expressed in the 
following letters. 



Sir John Moore to Sir David JBcdrd. 

** MY DEAR SIR DAVIB, Sttlarrmnca, \2th Dece^nhtr^ IB08. 

** I HAVE received both your letters of the 8th, in answer 
** to mine of the 5th and 6th. 
*^ Lord Paget is at Toro, to which place I have sent the reserve, 
and General Beresford's brigade ; the rest of the troops from tins 
are moving to the Duero. My quarters to-morrow will be at 
Alaejos ; Hope's at Tordesillas ; Fraser will be with me with his 
division on the 14th ; on which day Lord Paget, with the Cavahy 
and Infantry from Toro, will move along to Duero, towards us, 
so as to enable the whole to reach Tordesillas and its neighbour- 
hood the 15th, and Valladolid on. the 16th. I have no answer 
from the Marquis de la Romana, to whom I wrote upon the 6dl, 
and with whom it is my wish to form a junction, and to co-opemte. 
But, although I am disappointed in not hearing finm him, and must 
forego any assistance from him ; and although your corps will not 
be up in time, yet I think it an object with the troops I have 
to march to Valladolid ; from whence, according to the information 
I receive, I may move on to P^encia and Burgos ; and thus threa<* 
ten the Enemy's communications, and cause a diversion in favour of 
Madrid or Saragossa, or any movement which may be in contemj>]a- 
tion from the South of the Tagus. I shall, at all events, cover you 
whilst assembling at Astorga and Benavente, and may bring you 
on to me, or fall back upon you, as occasion require ; and, in the 
mean time, I shall be just as safe as at Salamanca or Zamora. I 
think I shall call on to me Colonel Crawford with his corps, either 
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** by Toro or Medina de Rio Seco, of which I shall give y&ii notice 
*^ from Ala£Jos. 1 have attached one brigade of artillery to eteh 
*^ division of the army ; whatever is over, is considered as reserve* 
^^ To each division also there is attached ten rounds of musket car- 
'^ tridges per man carried in carts, and four mules with pack-saddles^ 
** for the purpose of bringing the cartridges, when wanted, from the 
^^ carts to the troops ; besides which, I am forwarding musket-ammu- 
^^ nition, and ammunition for guns, to Zamora. I think if yob bring 
on with the troops two brigades of artilleiy^ bedid^s the two of 
horse artillery, one of which is with Lord Pagi^t, this will Mffiee ; 
*^ leave the other two at AstOrg^, ready to come forward wheli called 
for. I wish you would make the satiie anrang^ment for cairying 
with your brigades, or divisions^^ ten nmtids a maA, besides the siitty 
iti pouches. I shall enclose a letter fl*oifi CotdadL Hardin^^ <Mm« 
manding the artillery, explanatory o^ eVery f^in^ ebe. I edn&ider 
^^ Betiavente as a place to have certain stores adVAaoed to $ the rest 
^^ yon should divide between Astorga and YiUafhiiica. 

^^ All the money at Corunna should be brought up to Villiifhdiea ; 
^^ we shall want it I am much obliged to you for your opinion upon 
^^ ^e Galicias and Vigo ; and it is that which now, probably, t 
^ shall follow^ should sfuch a measure becoitie liecessary. t am, 
^' therefiMre, most anldous that magazines should be fortned on that 
** communication. I have written hdrae, to direct tfiat all tMb^ports, 
*' &e. should call at Corunna, and Vigo, unless otherwise directed. 
'' Corunna most be the place for all Supplies Srom England;-— the 
communication thnmgh Portugal is difficult and tardy. 

Forward the inclosed to the Marquis de la Roinana as sdoii 
'* as possible ; and send me any letters which may come from Him 
^^ urithout delay. An Officer will remain at Sidamanca to forward 
" letters to me. Should you not prefer the direct road by Toro to 
^' Tordesillas, or VaUadoUd, you will not think it necessary to have 
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^^ more cavalry with you whilst I am in your front. I shall enclose 
" a letter for Lord Castlereagh *, which I shall thank you to for- 
" ward to Corunna. 

" Believe me sincerely, 

" John Moore.'' 

Sir John Moor^ to Mr. Frere. 

^' SIR, Salamanca^ December 12/A, 1808. 

"I LEAVE this to-morrow, and I expect to be in Valla- 
^' dolid on the I6th, with that part of the army which came from 
f' Portugal, joined by 1500 Cavalry which came .with Sir Ds^vid 
^'Baird; the rest of Sir David's corps he is assembling at Astorga 
'^ aiid Benavente; but I have thought it ad^sable to make this 
f^ movement viathout him, rather than wait longer. He will be in 
Uiy rear, and can join me when he is ready. I have heard ^nothing 
from the Marquis de la Bomana, in answer to the letters I wrpte 
^^ to him on the 6th and 8th instant I am thus disappointed of 
his co-operation, or of knowix]^ what plans he proposes. . - * 

I am in ignorance of the state of Madrid. It was attacked the 

2d, and capitulated the 3d. The French tlien had the Retiro,> 

^^ and the people kept their arms. Whether this continues their 

^' relative situation, I cannot learn. The difficulty of obtaining 

^r information surpasses what I ever met with. " 

The object of my movement is to threaten the French communis 

cations, and attract their attention from Madrid and Saragossa, and 

^^ favour any movement which may be projected by the armies fornix 

ing to the South of the Tagus. 

If no advantage is taken of it, if no efforts are made, and 
^^ if every one continues quiet, as they did when Madrid was attacked,* 
^^ the French will have their option to turn against ine what portion 
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•* of tlheir force they please ; it will, of course, not be one inferior in 
^^ number, and I need not state to you what is likely to be the conse* 
*^ quence. 

" The French in the North of Spain have from 80 to 90,000 
^^ men : — it is said that more are advancing, and I believe it; as 
^^ many of the letters, found in the intercepted mail, mention a seventh 
f^ and eighth division, preparing to enter Spain. I have seen 
^^ nothing in the conduct of the Spaniards that gives me the least 
*^ hope that they will resist such formidable numbers. They have 

shewn nothing like resolution hitherto. Madrid, after so much 

boasting, held out but one day. Tliis army is now in motion, and I 
^^ shall make with it what diversion I can, to favour any resistance, 

or any attacks made elsewhere. If the forces, collected to the 

Southward of the Tagus, will move forward in great numbers, 
^^ and like men determined to rescue their country, Madrid may stiU 
•^ be saved ; if the inhabitants keep their arms, and if the French, 

notwithstanding the capitulation, have not dared to enter the city ; 

but nothing short of some very decided measure will save either 
^^ Madrid or Spain at this moment. I shall continue to keep you 
^^ informed of my movements ; and your Courier coming by. Ciudad 
^^ Rodrigo, will be informed where to find me. 

" I have, &c. 

" John Moore.*' 

It appears by this letter, that Sir John Moore was still ignorant 
of the submission of Madrid ; and he was led to entertain hopes 
that his movements might be useful to save that city. 

On the same day, December 12th, Lord Paget, with the principal 
jpart of the cavalry, marched from Toro to Tordesillas ; while Briga^- 
4ier-General Stuart, commanding the 18th and King's German 
Dragoons^ was moving from Arevolo. The Brigadier got informa* 
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tioQ that a party of French cavalry and infiuiy^ \ver^ po^t^ kk Br 
village called Ilueda. 

Captain Dashwood secretly reconnoitred the place at nig^t, and 
marked the position of the guards. The Brigadier then rode up to 
the village with a party o£ the 18th Dragoons, siKTpnsed the Enemy ^ 
and killed or took prisoners almost the whole detachment. 

This >vas the first encounter of the French and British in Spun. 
The march of the British had been so well concealed^ that the Frev^h 
were astonished to find that there were any English^ troops there^ 
The prisoners declared th^t it wa3 universdUy believed they had re* 
treated. 

The Head Quarter^ were, on the \4ih I>eoember, at Ala^os^ wliefe 
Sir John received a letter from the Marquis ^f Romany, who, he 
thought, bad beeia rather too lov^ of wridng. The Mwquia here 
distinctly expresses a perfect approbation of the reasons for the re^at 
which Sir John Moore had befiHre projected ; and, from ciaution, he 
addisi not a word respecting the forward movemeDt^ lest his letter 
should fiiU into the h^nds of the Enemy. 

Theve ia oftesi in ifa^ Marqids a let^ 0t^ or twa English word», 
and the IVench i» si l&ttle incorreet. 

ji. S. E. Mr. le G^iral Sir John Moorey Commandant G^A^al 

de VArm^e Anghise en Espagne. 

% 

m 

^< SISt, Head 9uarUr$^ t^eon, 1 Uh Decem^y 1608. 

^* Je vois par les deux lettre» de V. E. du ^ et hait 
" courant, la cause des mouvemens reteegrsfdea qu' dte aveit present 
" aux corps S Arm& sous ses ordres ; et je la trouve tffefi^ fond)^ et 
" trfes juste. Craignant d*aventurer une r^ponse aiK ar^cles dies 
^ deux Icttres, je me reserve de le faire pur le moyen dNm Officier 
** que j^exp^dierai demain pour aller ^ totre rencontre k Ztundra^ 
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** ta«<H« qu^ jie toepf^i^tfre p<Arf faJrfe' AVec V.'E. Ta jonctiioh il desn^. 
" J'ai r honnetit de JiteM^Vellef a V. E. I' iibifttniage de ma haute 
'•* estime, et dfe la (Mrfak^ doftaid^ration avec laqudfe 

" 3 ft solar votre tx^ humble, 

*^ ct tefes devout servi tear, 

" Le Makquis de la Ro»iana/' 

On the same day on which the above \vas received, a packet of 
letters firoin the Head Quarters of the French Army were brought 
to Sir John Mttore. The Officer who had them in cha^ was infer- 
cepted^ and murdered by some Spanish peasiints^ 

The following dispatch from Marshal Berthier to the Duke of 
Daknatia was very impcttant. 

A Monsieur le Mnr^chul Due de Dalmatit^ commdndafd fe 2 Chtps 

" Chamartin^ U 10 Decanhre^ 1808. 
^^ A MONSIEUR JLE MARECHAL DUC DE I>ALMATIS, 

** J' Ai lu k TBrnpereur, Monsieur Je Mar^hal^ votre 
^^ lettir« d«i 4 Decembre, apport^ par 1* un de vos officiers ; sa Ma- 
^^ jest^^ Mon^ur le Due, approuve tout ce que vous arvez fait. Le 
<< 8™* Regiment de Dragons, le 22'"® de Chasseurs, le Regiment du 
^^ Colonel Taschesr, le Re^ment Hannoverin, font quatre Regimen ts^ 
^' fermant deux Brigades conftnand^s par 1^ Gj^n^rauit de Brigade de 
'^ Belle et Franceschi : ces deux Brigades de Cavalerie sont sous vos 
" ordres ; et votrti pouvez les faire manoevrer comme il vous convien- 
^^ dra. L'Empereur pense qu' avec la Division Merle, avec la Divi- 
^' siof I Mouton, lea 4 Regiments de troupes k cheval, vous n' avez 
^^ lien qui puisse vous r&iister. 

. ^^ Qu* ave;^ vous k fiiire ? Vous rendre maitre de Leon, rejetter 
'^ V ennemi en Gatiee^ vous emparer de Benavente et de Zamora; 

R 
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/^vQus ue devez pas avoir d' Anglais devant vousj. c^, quelques Regi- 
.'Vineuts sont v^nus k rEscurial;, k Salaavu:^que5. et tout porte k pen- 
" ser quails sont en pleine marche retrograde : i^ptre avant-garde est 
" aujourd'hui k Talavera de la Reyna, sur LBj^route de Badajoz : elle 
'^ sera bient6t sur cette villc. Vous sentez assez que ce mouve- 
^^ ipent (s' il ne V a. pas MjB, fait^ va forcer les Anglais k accourir sur 
" ^i$boune. Au moment. Monsieur le Mar^chal, que vous serez 
" certaxA, comme ^ut porte k Je pr&umer,, qu'il p^y a pas d'Aqglais 
*^'3evant voijs, .vous pouvez marcher droit et k t^te baiss^e ; iln\ a 
" rj^n en Espasnols qui puisse tenir cpntre vos deux divisions, Faites 
" faire.des,souliers etdesrcapbttes k Leon, k St» Ander, k Palencia. 
" Sa Majesty approuve toutes les demandesque yous ferez ayant pour 
*^ bu<: d'ameliorer votre materiel : vous pouvez ^galement requ^rir des 
'f^xr^idets pojjur.r^wpnter voi^^ artilleriiQ,,et,des cheys^ux pour rernqnter 
" voti;e fi^ya^^fie^^pn iBet^pt da^is tout cela les focmiE^s et tout ce qui 
" tient k la bonne administration. II est possible qu' aussitot que la 
" division de Dragons du G^h. Miller arrivera en Espagne, TEmpe- 
^^ reur vous Tenvoye; mais cctte division tie 8^*a pais eti Espagne au 
f/.tnoinpt de X5 joi;p:s. A la distance ou vous vous. trouvez de nous, 
1^ Monsieur lis^jPuc, vous n^ pouvez vous conduire que par vous-m^me^ 
^^ pt regarder tout ce que je vous ^cri^ k un * si grand dk^nement 
^^'.con^oje une direction g^n^rale. . - » .1 

, ff jl^a Majeste pen^e que vous prepdre^ toutes les mesures pour sou- 
*^^;ijettre le paya entre le S)uero Qt;l$^ <ilflt]ic^ et ]e^ Asturies, en gar-* 
^^danit toutesfois^ Qt pr^ieu^em^nt, c$t. Aader. Le 5"^* corps, que 
^ \ conunande le Mart^chal Due de Trey^se, a reyu Tordre de se diriger sur 
*/: Sarragdsse. Le. S'"'^ rcsprps iux ordres du Due d'Abrantes, dont la 
^^ 1*^ Div^'^ arrive k Vitoria vers le 12, va vraiBemblablement recevoir 
^' des ordres pour se r^unir k Burgos. Deis gabarres et des bailments 
" de toute espece, atm^s au guerre^ ont X ordre de se rendre k St. 
*^ Ander ; faites les charger de marchandise Anglaise saisie,: de coton, 
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" de laine', d'artillerie, et qu'on les expedie'Sti"p* France, Enfin tenez 
" Yaliadolid et Zamora dans la soumissibn : Valladolid est une bonne 
'^ ville, et qui s' est bien conduit ; on dit qu' U seroit trfes int^ressant 
^* d-'occ^piefZiiiiiolra. Enfin, Monsieur le l)uc, TEmpereur pense que 
" vous pouv^ tMit faire du moment que les Anglais seront retir^ sur 
*^ Lisbonne. "' ^^ 

'^* Cinq divisions de Castanos, composes des meilleurs troupes, ont 
"^td culbutifes* plus fecilement encore que \otm n* avez culbut^ vous- 
*^-fn6me rarm^ d'Andaloiisie k Burgos. I^es ddbris de TArm^ de 
'^ Castanos sont poursmvispar le'Mar<^hal Bessieres, ^^lleur a coup^ 
" la route d'Estramadure, et qui les poursuit sur celle de Valettce k 
" plusieurs joum^s au <lelk du Tage. L*Empfereur a son quartier 
^^ g^n^ral k Chamartiri^ petite campagne k une lieue et demi de Ma- 
^* drid; ea Majesty jouit de la»meilleure sant^. La ^ille de Madrid 

est trfes trapquille ; les boutiques sont ouvertes, les spectacles ont 

repris, et il ne parait pas que le)9 premiers pourparlers ayent iti 
^^ appuy^s de quatre mille coups de canon. 

. '^l/E Prince d:^ Neuchatel,, 

'' Major G^n^ral. 

** Je vous enverrai demain la proclamation et les arrdt^s pris'paf 
^' rEmpereuf ; vous^ y reconnoitrez celui fait pour commander k tout/' 

This letter gave Sir John Moore not only a correct account xif the 
disposition of most of the French divisions, together with the? inten- 
tions of the Emperor ; but also included an exact summary, of '' the 
Spanish operations^ and of the state 6f Madrid. 

The most imfportant service that Mr. Frere could perform to Spain 
and' to his Country^ was certainly to send intelligence' ^^f all impidrtan t 
events to the Commander of the Forces. This duty trte ef course in- 
culcated in his kidtnictions from the Secretaoy of Stat?6'V ih Whi'dh is 
the following clause t '^ You will on your • part kee^ • hi to- ' (Sir J. 
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^^ Moore) regularly infwmed of any ppUtiqiLl ev^jt of ioiportance 
'^ which may arise^ and which can in any de^^ree affect tha safety , or 
'^ influence the movements, of the army." It cannot be questioned 
that the surrender and total submission of Madrid was a political, event 
of some importance ; and likely to affect the safety, adod wiluenee the 
movements, of the British army. Yet Mr. Frere never transmitted to 
Sir J(^m Moore this intelligence ! It was the mojre rcKjuisite to do 
so, as, by his letters from Aranjuez when close to Madrid, and by 
those from Talavera when near it, and by the mission of his frteod 
Charmilly, he had sent the strongest asfiuraficeis of the determination 
of the inhabitaBts of the capital to hold out to the last extremity. 
Yet Mr. Frere never intimated to Sir John Moore that this expecta- 
tion had proved fallacious ! To conceal auph inteUigeow^ would have 
been highly cnmioal : it must, therefore, be concluded that Mr. 
Frere was totally misinformed and deceived. Yet oi|e i» quite at a kiss 
to conceive how the Junta and Mr. Frere could find any difficidty in 
obtaining intelligence from Madrid. For this ^^ty never was aiftr«- 
roiiinded by tlie French ; th^ communication with the country was left 
open by their eonaent, for the admission of provisions. And though 
the Governor and a few others. were tmiitors, yet the city was full: of 
loy^l citisens, undoubtedly disposed to send true aecount^. 

No satisfactory explanation appears for the want of true intel- 
lii^noe, and the trw^n^ission of false<; oc for mingling b^tk together, 
a) WW ^)e presenjt. oase. For the Juntet had actually' communicated, to 
t^BntiahComoiaBder that Madrid had capitulated ; but they had added 
that the city had remained; in some sen^e hostile, and that the Fffeoeh 
l^roops hftd: fi0^ ventured to <mter withia the gates. This impremon 
of <{ow?9e opntinued' upon hh mind ; aod it was from Marshal Ber- 
thier tlMtt k^ was incteb^ for the^ knowrlei^ o£ the tnitiL But it 
w^ JM9W. t90 IfMbe ^ resuftte thd fonnisr plan of eadcsyiing hisi asnui io 
t%fi S«9iithi: (tiid be still Wdsome relianm on th^ faVoufabla aiivieeti. 
which had been sent him on the other points. 
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Along with the unfavourable intelligence communicated in Ber- 
thier's letter, it was aoiQe consolation for Sir John Moore to find that 
Buonaparte believed he was retreating. But as he perceived that 
Soult's corps was stronger than had been represented, he considered 
it no longer advisable to march to Valtadolid, least Sir David Baird 
should be attacked in forming his junction. He thought it pre- 
ferable to move to Toro, to approach nearer to Sir David, and ac- 
cordingly wrote to him this intention. 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. * 

** MY DEAR SIB, Head Quarters^ Jlaejos, Dec. 14, 1808. 

^^ I RfiCJBiVED last night your letters of the 10th and 1 1th 
inst. It was my intention to have moved to-morrow on VaHadolid ; 
but by a letter fnMU Buonapaarte to Marshal Soult ait Saldanha, 
^^ which we have intercepted, the officer who carried it having been 
^^ miirdeised by the peasantry, I am mdoced to change my direction, 
^^ and shajyi be to*-morrow with all the troops I have at T(mx>, and itsr 
^' immediate neighbourhood. It appears that Marshal Soult, Due de 
*^ Dalmatia, has with him two dinraions at Saldanha, besides one 
^^ under the Due d'Abrantes which is collecting at Burgos, and ano- 
** ther under the Due de Trevile which has received orders to march 
^^ o& Sasagofisa, but which of cotunse may be recalled. M'adrid has 
^^ submitted,, aod is <|ttiet ; and the French from thence are mardtoig 
^^ upon Badajos. Their advanced guard was at Talaveira la ReiiMi ott 
^^ the 10th instant. My object is now to unite the army as soon as 
*^ possible : you at Benavente, and I at Toro ; from whence, either 
^^ by a forward or flank movement, the two corps can be joined. I 
*^ shall direct all my stores from Zamora to be forwarded to Benavente. 
*^ The arrangement with respect to yours which I communicated to 
^* you in my letter of the 12th inst may go on ; by which we shall 
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have a certain portion at Benavente, and the rest at Astorga and 
the rear. It a[)pear8 from the intercepted letters, from deserters, 
and from prisoners we have taken, that the French are in complete 
ignorance of the present movements, and think we have retreated : 
As they will now know the truth, what diange this may make in 
their march to Badajos, I know not : but Marshal Soult will cer- 
tainly be checked in his intended operations ; which w^^ projected 
upon the supposition that he had nothing but Spaniards to oppose 
him. Every arrangement which I before directed with a view to 
enable us to live in the Galicias, should be strictly attended to ; 
for, though in the first instances we may not have opposed to us 
more than we can face, it wiU be in the power of the Enemy to in- 
crease their force far beyond our strength. I have received a letter 
from the Marquis of la Romana, and I expect an officer from him 
every hour. Whatever I determine with him shall be communi- 
cated to you ; in the mean time I shall thank you to let him know 
that I have changed my intention of going to Valladolid, in conse- 
quence of information ; and that I am collecting the army at Toro 
and Benavente. 

&c. 

" John Moorb/' 



me. 



Though Sir John Moore had received no answer to the letters he 
wrote to Mr. Frere on the 6th and 10th, he continued sending him 
exact information of his movements ^ ^ 
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" SIR, Toro, 15 Dec. 1808. 

"Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, is with a corps at 
* Saldana : Junot, Duke of Abrantes, is marching with another by 
Vittoria on Burgos ; and there is a corps under another Marshal, 
Duke of Trevise, destined for Saragossa, Madrid is quiet ; and 
** the army, or rather a portion of it, is on its march to Badajos ; the 
f ^ tadvancQ4 guard was at Talavera de la Reina on the 10th. Buona- 

m 

" parte is at Chamartin — in the belief that the British have retired 

• • 

" into Portugal. Marshal Bessieres is in pursuit of the army of Cas- 
" tanos ; has intercepted its march to Estremadura, and is^ following 
it to Valencia. This information, which I received yesterday, has 
determined me to unite the army with all possible speed ; sgid iu'- 
" stead of proceeding to Valladolid I have maric^hed to this place, in 
^^ order to make my junction with Sir David Baird, who is asisembling 
^\his corps at Benavente. I met a King's messenger on my coming 
" to thip town who was in search of you : I have directed him to go 
^* to Ciudad Rodrigo ; where, according to the information he re- 
" ceives, he will proceed straight to- Badajos, or enter Portugal. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moobe." 

The British Commander was now very desirous that the Duke of 
Dalmatia should move forward, and meet him halfway; though he 
could hardly flatter himself with this expectation. He resolved there- 
fore to march towards him, form his junction with Sir David Baird 
on the road, and, if possible, encounter Marshal Soult before he was 
reinforced, and before any French corps should be pushed forward 
on his right flank to endanger his retreat. 
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With this design he had marched to Toro, which he reached on the 
I6th. Here he received the following letter from Lieut.-6ol. Symes, 
who had heen deputed hy Sir David Baird to ascertain the strength 

and condition of the Marquis of Romana's troops, 

■ 

Ltieiit.- Colonel Symes to Sir David Baird. 
<< SIR, Leon, i4th Dee. 180S. 

" I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at 
^* Lfcon yesterday evening; the difficulty of procuring post-horses 
^^ greatly retarded my journey. Between Membibre and Manzanal I 
met a brigade of Spanish artillery, viz. two howitzers, and six field- 
pieces; they were proceeding to Ponteferada, for what precise 
object I could not learn; — possibly to defend the passes of the 
^' mountains. 

'^ At a league North of Astoi^, I came on another brigade of 

*^ Spabish guns, drawn up on a rising ground. These guns had only 

three pr four men to guard them, and no regular centinels. I was 

told that the gunners and cattle were in the neighbouring village. 

I examined the state of the guns and the ammunition, as closely as 

*^ I could without giving offence. They appeared very defective ; 

^' the men said they came from LfCon fifteen days ago, and knew not 

^* whither or when they were to proceed. At Orbigo, four leagues 

firom Lfcon, I found the place occupied by a numerous body of troops ; 

I was told 4,000 under Major General Don Jenars Trigader. 

*^ There were five regiments ; three of the line — El Rey, Minorca, 

^^ and Hibemia; and two of militia — the Maldonada and another. 

^^ The equipment and appearance of these troops were miserable. 

^* I had an opportunity of inspecting the arms of the Gen^id's 

^^ Gruard, which were exti:emely imperfect; the springs and locks 

^^ do not often correspond ; either the main spring was too weak for 
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^^ the featlier-3pnog^ or the feitther-$pring too weak to product 
<^ certain fire from jtbe hanm^r* : il tried sixteen; of this number 
only six had bayonets^; and: these . were short and bad. The ammu- 
nition pouches were not proof against rain : the clothing of the 
^^ soldiers was motl^y^ and some were half naked. They were in 
^^ general stout young raen^ without order or discipline, but not 
at all turbulent or ferocious ; and nothing of intoxication was ob- 
servable. Soon after J left Orbigo, I met the regiment of Vittoria 
^^ on its march iirpm Leon, destined, I was told, for Ponteferada: 
^' the men were wretchedly clad and aune4 : 

^^ I got to Leon early, in the evenii^,,and waited on the Marquis 
<< de la Romana ; hc; hful not heard of. the capitulation of Madrid ; 
expressed himself ^vaguely on the suJbject of moving ; stated his 
force at 22^000 inSamtry and 3001 . cavalry ; complained much of 
^^ the ymxt.Qfj officers ; had: inteitdedi to form his,anny into five divi- 
sions, ,bu^tCjOul4 not for want of Ofiicers. ;to put at their fa^ : he, 
therefore^; meai^t to divide his iiriny ibtQ.wioga; one under Greneral 
^^ Bjiake, the other under. hixfipelf; that his force was daily increasing 
^^ by the reti^m of fugitives* He.^jsqprea^ed li<^s, that we had 
^^ light trocp^ to oppose thQ|»e of thevJP;:ench9 who were T«ry expert; 
<< and added, that he was training 6,000^ of hia men to that species 
^^ of warfare* There was to be^ a general review the next day, at 
^^ which I expressed a desire of the. honour of attending his Ex- 
^^ cellency. In th^ morning I waited on the Marquis, and pressed 
** him, as far as I coidd with propriety, on the subject of joining 
^^ Sir John Moore ; , tp which he evaded giving any more than general 
<^ assurances. ^ He does not think that the force of the Enemy in the 
^^ Ncorth exceeds 10,000 men in all ;; and. that .there is no danger of 
'^ their penetrating: into Asturias. He reoowm^ids to Sir John 
>^ Moore, to break down all tibe bridges between Toro and Aranda — 
'/ five in number; tliat. Zamora V^^ forjkififitd and made a dep6t; and 
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^^ that magai^ines be formefi at Astorga and ViHaiffttnca ; * fegittted 
^^htswaiitof cayalry; exprested a-wifeilf ttt pr6c^t6 %000 English 
^^ mu^etSy and shoes rfariiis army. When I trsk^. ram for 100 dtaft 
^^ mules for General Baird s army, he r^jdied, k wis impossible'; he 
^^ had not one to spare. ^ Whilst we weMtaliingy a cdmrier brot^ht 
*^ intelligends of the repulse of the Ft^ench ^ait'Madrid. It may be 
^^ tiiie^ but se^ns at present to stand in' tteied <^ cbrifinnation. 

"I attended the review^ ' I^e tri^o^' Wete drawn up in ^du^e 
^' columns ; eadi mighty fethwp&yCGfnBist^o{Q,5Q0ra!en. The Mar- 
^^ quis, on horseback y addressed «a<Ai'Cidufiin fileparately; when that 
<* w«6.t>v6r^ the troops iaimed into- Ikiets t thfi! tt^ht wing was Imdly 
^\ aimed, otnd woiM clothed ; the imh was 'better, being dhiefly (>ro- 
<^ ^^oided witb English ^relocki^ wid^accffps^ 1,000 men innnSform, 
^^ who,! was informed, weiK li^^ ireept,- ni^t ^be called respect- 
" able. Their mevcncoits f rom^edliiitin into line -W&s viery cbiifcuA^dly 
/^ |)edrormed, and tthe Officeti^ were cbmphraldvel^f' itiferior to t^e 
"^^ oaeu; there was oqly one- brigade 'nf artillery in the field; aiid I 
^^ <kmbt whether there is any more }n Cieon. The gutis were drawn 
** ^ by mules. No mmnmiition- waggoifs wtfe Hbrbught iirto die field 
^^for inspection. On-tbe "^kdlfe, frotn what I haVe t>eieiii ^Ide to 
>^ observe, since J oame h^re, 'in^ £rom the tenor of my conversations 
^^ with the Marquis, I «m disposed to doubt his^ndhiatiotl 6t moving 
^^ in^a forward direction to j^n Sir Jbhn Moore. I suspect he rather 
'^^ looks to soomre liis retreat into 'Oalicia,un(less ^e aspect of afiairs 
^^ materially Jtttters^br iite better ; 'and if he were to join Sir Jbhn, I 
*^^ do^btndbeAheir'hiBaid woidA4^'founld lessentially usefcd. My reasons 
^^ tfor these condusions ki^ ^ ^llows^ ^— >> If the Marquis meant to 
^' advance, xwhy send hks artillery and troops into the tear ? and why, 

*^mB he AS aas6ared«)sf >die l&Mo wkto ^Sir John Moore intends to be 

« » 

^^ aiiBsttaYeirte,^dscli»e lo ^x aiiy jircitike day tb niake a; movement ? 
*^f 1 dKicpbt tkiis«v What^'ecntemumcaiioh 4ie^ may have made to you 






^^ througb- C^p^«iii JE)oyi$, or hy kttertb Sir JoKfi Moore, to whom 
^^ h^ says^ he h^ writtfi» fully ; hut to me h^ has c^tainly grven no 
<< cgtuse whatever tp jBtt|ipQM that he will move in concert with yonr 
^^ airmy,^ pr that oi Slf John Moore : I hope I may Ije mistaken. 
. ^^ My motii^ for doutv^pg, whether the aid which he might hring 
^VwQuJjd be of any iinpoftance, arises from a sense of the inefficient 
^' state of hia army'} tftid tihis^ want of discipline in the men. It is 
^^ morally impossible that they can stand liefore a line of French 
V io&,utpy- A portion 0^ $t leaak.one thivd o^^ the Spanish muskets 
^^ wiU jujA explode ; and al Fronch sc^er wilt load and fire his piece 
with precision three tim^s before' bl Spaniaiid^ can fire his twice. 
M^^ hffiv^yqr brava^ ^nnpt atand against such odds ; as to charg- 
^^ ing vy\th the b^^yooet, if th^ aims were fit ibr thepurpose, the men, 
^^ though individually as gallant as.possiblei havA no collective con- 
^^ fidence to carry thank 00^ 90r OfGcecis to lesld them; they will 
** therefove disp^rw, probably on the first fire, and can never be 
^^ ralUedi until tiiey voluntarily return to their GeneraFs standard ; 
^ in the oasi^ of the MaiH|i^ 4to la Hanpana^s pvese^t army, almost 
^bpUy composed of fugitive^ firom the battles of the North. A 
$itriking in»t;Eince oi tbi^ ia givtii by the M^r^uia- himself, who as- 
QUro^ V\^ tbat tbe i^Hwi4i9<ls did not losid ab(|ve 1009 men in 
^^ their late actions with the French ; a proof not of the weakness 
" of the French, but of the incapacity of the Spaniards to resist 
" them. In fact;, the^ Frenc^h light troflja decide the contest ; — the 
^^ Spaniards fled before a desultory fire; — they saved themselves, 
^^ and now claim merit for having escaped. 

^^ By 9i r^p^titiA#- 0f $ueb fltgjhts and nt-assetebrmg, the Spaniards 
^^ msiy^ in tb^ emt, h^qome^ 9cAdii9sa,* apd greatly haraas the Enemy ; 
'^ but? ^ w^ psfcunot p^rwM ^li^ mode; of u^iCrfore, our. allies are not 
^^ muc^i Q9J[c^)ated to be! of u^ toa^ on the day 6f battle, when we 
" must ^itbie)r eoofifjier or be distr^^ 












^^ I do not mean to undervalue the spirit ot patriotism of the 
^* Spaniards, which I highly respect, and whichj in 'the end, may 
" eflfect their deliverance ; but they are not niow, nor cati they for a 
" long time be, sufficiently improved in thfe art of War; to be coad- 
"jutors with us in a general action: we itftist, therefore, stand o7* 
^^Jall through our otvn means; for, if vre; place any reliance on 
^^ Spanish aid for success in the field, we slidQ^ I fbar, find ourselves 
" egregiously deceived. 

I think the Marquis de la Romana ^ould immediately be called 
upon, to say upon what day he will march, 'and on ^tchat day and at 
** what place he will joiaSir John Moore. 

I have thought it my diit^, Sir, thus to enter at length into the 
subject, with a vielw to prevent lierealbr any disappointment on a 
matter of such high iknportanoe. 

^^ I have the hobour to be^ &c. 

" AliCHAEL Symxs, 
" tieut..Col/' 
This account of the Marquis of Romana's troops^ was most dis- 
couraging. It was evident that Httle reliance could be put on a 
force so imperfectly organized. The following letter from ihe Mar- 
quis gives no very; flattering description of his artny, though it was, 
in many points, an exaggeration. 

1%€ Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 

<< SIR, Lean^ le 14 Dec. 1808. 

" YoYA'NT les mouvements que V Arm^ sous les ordres 
^ de V;E*. executie:enfiivant, je prens le pwrti de lui d^pScher mon 
^* Qide-de^camp M;*. O'NieU avec <5ette lettre, qui Tinstruira, et de 
^' la destination de mpn Arm^ et de nies desseins. ' 3k )aie trouve 
^^ avec 20 mille hommes presents sous ks amies, qUe j'ai commence 
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*^ k habiUer, et k les mettre en ^tat d' agir ; mais il s' en faut encore 
" beaueoup que j' aie complete Y ouvrage, et il-y-a encore les deux 
" tiers au moins qui ont besoin d'6tre habill^s de neuf et en entifere. 

" Presque toute rArmfe se trouve sans havre-sacs, sans gibemes, 
" et sans souliers ; et malgr^ toute V activity que j'ai mis pour cet 
** effet^ je n* ai pu y parvenir k cause du peu de ressources qu' offre le 
** pays. J' attends d' un jour k Y autre tous ces objets ; mais 
^* Y ^oignement ok ils se trouvent de ce point-9i retardent Fex&ution 
^^ de mes ordres. Si les Provinces mettoient un peu plus de z^e, je 
^* ne doute pas que TArmfe se trouverait dejk en ^tat d'agir de 
^ concert avec celle de V. E. Vcdci quant k la situation de mes 
^* troupes, je vais k pr&ent exposer k V- E. mes desseins. Si je 
" n* avois point d' Ennemis en lace, je ne douterois pas un instant de 
" r^imir toutes mes forces avec celle de V. E. et de concerter un at- 
^^ taque d^isif sur les troupes qui cement Madrid dans ce moment: 
mais il-y-a un corps d'environ huit k dix mille hommes d'apr^s les 
meilleurs enseignemens qui s' ^tend depuis Sahagun jusqu' k 
jilmanzay et doilt Y objet k ce que je crois est de tenir en echec 
mon Arm^e, ^alement que d'entretenir les communications avec 
^^ les montagnes de Santander. ILol position est le long de la petite 
" riviere de CeUj et il occupe les villages de Sahagun^ ok il appuye 
^^ sa gauche; Saldana, on se trouve son corps principal; Cea et 
^' ^ImanzUy ou il a ses avants-postes. De ce dernier point il pousse 
ses reconnoissances jusqu' k Pedrosa k Tentr^ de Paldeburon, et 
il pretend g^ner ma gauche. Tant que ce corps sera d^ns cette 
'^ position, je ne pourrois pas abandonner la mienne, tant parceque 
je ne puis pas laisser k d^couvert ni abandonner ce pays ok je tire 
beaueoup de subsistances, comme aussi parceque je laisserais libre 
et degag^e k Y Ennemi 1' entree des Asturies, et qu* il ne tarderoit 
pas k s' emparer aussit6t de ce pays-fi, et k menacer Fentr^e en 
^^ Galice. Je compte d&s que je serois en ^tat de manoeuvrer de pousser 
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le corps qui est devant moi ; et en m^me temps Sir David Baird 
'^ pourroit montrer les tdtes de Colonnes en aYan9ant depuis Benavente 
Mir la route de Paleneia. Ce mouvement combing obligeroit ce corps 
ennemi k se replier eur Reynosa, ou mdme k Burgos ; une fois degag^ 
<' de cette partie, je ne trouve pas qu'il fut difficile k V. £• de venir se 
^^ joindre k nos corps, tant k celui de Sir David Baird comme ^;ale- 
^^ ment au mien. 

^^ Je voudrms bien avoir une entrevue avec V. £L : qqus applanirons 
^^ bien des difficult^ ; 91 Je puis V ex^cut^ sans faire faute id, je me 
^^ rendr<Hs au plus t6t k TordesiUas, et je ne manquemi pas de vous 
" en avertir d* avance. 

^^ J'ai r honneur d' dtre^ Mcmsieur le Gdn^ral, 

^^ v6tre tr^s humble et d^voui^, Serviteur, 

^^ Lb Marquis jos x^a Rqmana/' 

While Sir John Moore's whole attention was engrossed with the 
attack on the French army/ which he was meditating, a new mission 
from the Supreme Junta and Mr. Frere overtook him this day at Toro. 

A member of the Junta, accompanied by Mr. Sfuart, presented the 
following dispatch : 

JDon M^artin De Guray^ Secretary of the Supreme Jnnta^ iQ Hk 

Eoscellenctf J. Hookham Frere, 8fc. ^c. ifc. * 

'* Sir, 

'^ The Marquis de la Romana has informed the 
'^ Supreme Junta, from his Head Quarters in Leon, under date 
^^ the 2nd inst. that eight days ago he was treating with the fSnglish 
^^ General Sir David Baird, who commands the troops of his nation, 
at Astorga, to proceed, with them and twelve or fourteen thoijisand 
picked men of the army under his command, to iSamora, to noite 

^ Vide Original in Appendix, W. 
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^^ With the General Sir John Moore, by the road he had pointed out ; 
'^^ m order to make a movement against the Enemy, towards the 
^^ point that might be thoi^ht most convenient. But, when he 
^^ flattered himself that General Baurd would agree thereto, he re- 
^^ plied, that he had positive orders to go by land or sea to unite 
^ with Sir John Moore in Portugal. Tliat he had repeated his 
^ request to both Generals ; and that on the preceding day General 
^^ Baird had definitively answered him, that he was withdrawing 
<< his artillery to embark it at Cdrunna, and that he intended to go 
^^ with his troops to Portugal, along the coast of Galicia, or by the 
** province of Tras los Montes upon Almeida. l%iat he wrote him, 
*^ in conjunction with General Belande ^who had arrived that night 
^* at Leon), acquainting him of the consternation that he would throw 
.<^^ that country into by his retreat ; the impossibility of the Marquis's 
<< marching alone, without any cavalry, towards Zamora ; the evils to 
^ which that province remained exposed, and the risk \nth which it 
'^^ tkieatened the kingdom of Gsdicia ^. 

<< The Supreme Junta has learnt with the greatest surprise and 

^^ pmu this resdiution of the English General; which, if put in exe- 

»<^,cution, would afford great advantages to the French arms, and 

^^ would faring on the most terrible consequences upon the Spanish 

^^ arms. The generous and ready succours that England afforded us, 

v^ and the troops with which she assisted us, increased the enthusiasm 

^^ .of the whcile country, and strengthened the just hopes that this 

^^ anion would secure the happiest resulta to the enterprize. For 

^' the same reason, the <^may imd eonstemation that will now arise 

^ from seeing the British army retreat without acting or uniting, 

.^ will exoite feelings contraary to the good cause, will weaken the 

, * Vi4e page 120, where the M^urquis stsites $Ln op^aiqa c^xncdy the r^vene ef 
this ; namely, that it i^ppc^ared to him, that the cute for Sir Jpfan ^pj^e's orcJering 
a retreat was well founded, and very just. 
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^^ enthusiasm and ardour which, hitherto, confidence in the uniformitj 
^^ of ideas, and in the operations of the British army united with our 
^^ troops, has sustained. 

^^ Besides the irrepaxahle injury that we shoidd feel^ Portugal 
^^ would remain exposed to see herself for the second time subjected 
to the French; who would then disconcert, most completely, aU 
the plans and measures that would alone save these two kingdoms, 
^^ allies of England, who by the idtimate residt would only hare 
^^ afforded us succours and troops to make us tely on their effectire 
^^ assistance, and withdraw them in the most critical and interest^ 
^^ ing moment. In reality, the Enemy has never been nearer his utter 
^^ ruin (if the English and Spanish armies act with judgment and 
^^ energy) than in the moment when, weakened by what his late 
^^ efforts have cost him, we might profit of the advantage of seeing 
^^ his army divided in covering such an extended line. 

'^ All these considerations, and the melancholy consequences the 
retreat of the British troops would produce, cannot be hidden £com 
your Excellency's penetration, and that of his Britannic Majesty's 
^^ Generals | but, if the British army were united to ours, it would con- 
^^ tribute to give liberty to Sp£un and Portugal ; finish the g^eraus 
^^ vtrork for which the friend of Spain destined them ; inuninrtalise their 
^^ name, and render service to all the Continent 

^^ Although our troops have experienced reverses, there are no 
'^ grounds for dismay. The state of things rather promise that, 
^^ by the number of English and Spanish troops, and by the enthu- 
^^ siasm and confidence their union will produce, advantages will 
" occur which must secure us victory. 

^Mlie. Marquis de la Romana will see Sir John Moore, and join 
^' him with fourteen thousand chosen men from his army; and wi^ 
^^ the active and energetic measures the Supreme Junta has directed, 
^^ in a month it will augment its numbers with thirty thousand con«» 
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The following is the letter broi^ht by Mr. Stuart. > 

•' To Sir John Moore, ' 

, • i .. . • • . • .. . . • . 

" SI»,i' , Jh*xiUo,Dec.8,l»OS. 

* '^^* After the representations whidi have been made 
*^ to you- frtni other quarters^ I can hardly hope tti&t a farther 
** remonstrance on my part can produce any^ effect: when high 
military rank and authority^ and the iii^uence of persons whom I 
am told you honour with your private esteem, have been fqund 
unavailing. The advantaged viiiich M|f. Stuart posMssies in this 
respect will, I hope, ^uiible him to ^titge ydii wit^ the warmtit of 
^^ re^^, what I msi^r ^ allowed to Maite- with impartiality and 
^' candour, towards- il pMsbn trith whom I aim no othertvay^ ac- 
^^ quainted than by the hobour which 'bflfaasf'diine me by his cor- 
respondence: I meain the immensd^ risspoiisibiixty with which you 
charge yourself by adopting, upon^'sup|K>sed' military necessity, 
a measure which must be followed by immediate if not final ruin 
ia.oujir Ally, and by indelible disgrace to the Country with whose 
*^ Ifesowrfees you are entrusted. . ■ .ii/ ; . ^ 

^I Am imwiUing to enlarge upon a sul^ in which my feeUngs 
<^ must be stifled, or expressed at the risk of oflSsnce ; wltteh, with 
^' such an interest at stake, I should feed unwilting^o ^dte. But 
<< this much I must say, that if th^MBrilj^h army had been sent 
abroad for the express purpose of doing the utmost possible .mis- 
chief to the Spanish cause, with the single exception of not firing 
*^ a shot against their troops, they wouldi ^MOOfding to th^ ^iheMures 
^< now announced as about to be pursued, . faltve i iOQiA{^^y fulfilled 
** their purpose. •! I »/ .;j in . ;:. v* / 

<< That the defence of GaUcia should faei.^V»ad9iied«»l3t i^pear 
•^ incredible. r-^ / fifJifc* ; ♦-/♦iji wo.i #; i 
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• ^^ I indose a note which I have just received from Mr. Garay^ 
*^ Secretary to the Junta, and remain, with great truth and regard, 

" Sir, 

" Your obedient humble servant, 

^^ J. H. Frerb/' 

This letter, and this second mission, shew the decided interference 
of Mr. Frere in the military operations ; and they prove how deter- 
mined.he w9e^ that Sir John Moore should be governed by him. 

It must be very superfluous to add a word in justification of Sir John 
Moore's original plan, since it appears, by Berthier's letter, that Buo- 
naparte presumed that his movement would of course induce the 
English to. iietire .on, Lisbon. . We do not, however, suspect that 
Mr. Frere thipks himself a superior general to Buonaparte ; we only 
pereeive * that his understanding was completely warped by traitors. 
The stile of tjbe letters, however, do not admit of the same apology; 
and the, whole transaction di^pl^y^ ^^ extraordinary specimen of 
diplomatic authority. . Had it not been recorded, no one could have 
suspected how Commanders of Armies might be treated by British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Tlie forbearance of Sir John Moore on receiving these letters is 
very reinarkable : he; sent no answer tiU the 23d, which will appear 
in its place. In his Journal there b the following passage. 

^^ I halted at Toro. on the 16th, when Mr. Stuart came to me 
^yivoD^ Mc- Frere:, aocompanied by a Member of the Junta, to re- 
^^ quest I woujld connect myself with the Marquis oi Romana. This 
*^ I told them I was about to do, and that I had written to the 
^^ Marquis from Sfalansanca. 

^^ I explained to Mr. Stuart Mr. Frere's extraordinary conduct to 
^^ jne, and I shewed him his letters, which surprised him. He was 
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\^/n[k{A jDouA pkaaed at hayitig beea sent'tipon amisaioii yAikt only a 

It is mortifying to observe, with how much more propriety and 
judgment the political details are managed by the French, even when 
conducting ap atrocious usiupation, than by the English, when en- 
gaged in the justest cause. 

Let Marshal Berthier's letter be compared with Mr. Frere's, The 
instructions contained in the former are jperspicuous, and the lan- 
guage is concise and polite. And thbuj^h Marshal Soult odly com- 
manded a detached corps, he is left witifi iiiiime dBscredoftaiy' powers^, 
and free fh)m the fetters oi' diplomatic irfeh;' ^ 

But what above all things merits iinitaiion, the. best informatidtt 
which had been received is si^nt hlin, Hhd the state of aSkfifS Is 

r • 

ftdrly described, neither exaggeratihg n(ft disguiising th6 truth. 

It thience aj^ears that the cbrr^spoiideilice bett^n public dflio^fs 
in France is of an opposite natureL from the pompbus Bulletins. 
The latter are intended to deceive the vulgdt, the former Ho instruct 
their officers. And the French are too wise poKticians to suppote 
dlat successfol measures can be fdimded on fiJse iiifbrmatiori. 

Sir John Moore* had now resolved to threaten the communica* 
tions between France and Madrid ; and, if a favourable opportunity 
offered, to attack the Duke of Dalmatia's corps, or any of the cover- 
ing divisions that should present themselves. He foresaw that diis' 
would necessarily draw upon him a large French force, and of course 
would prove an important diyersion in ^vour of the Spaniard^; who 
would by this means have the opportunity of collecting in ihe Souih, 
and restoring their alRdrs. The army was notir near the* French 
position. The cavalry under Lord Paget were pushed so foirwaid, 
that their patroles reached as far as Valladolid^ and hiid frequent 



Vide Appindixj DI>. 



♦: 



141 

sacce^M sIdnifMbes with AiB Enemy. Colonel Otway met d Jfe- 
tachment of French cavahy, charged them^ and made the whole 
prisoners. 

On the 18th of Decemher Sir John Moore^s Head Qnwrters ivere 
at Castro Naevo^ and Skr David Baird's at Benavente, on the road to 
join him. 

Sir John wa* rety desirous of obtaining the cd-operation of the 
Marquis of Bomana, who unlucldly was beginning to retire on 
Galicia. This proceeded from the ISpanish and English Commanders 
being independent, instead of the one being subordinate ta the 
other. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis de la Romana. 

. ^^ Sia, Castro Nua>0^ \%th Dec. \%0S. 

^^ I HAD the honour to rec^ve, at Toro, on the 16th 
*^ inrt. yonr Excellency ^s letter of the 14th, deKvered to me by your 
^^ Aid-de-caiiip, Mr. (XNiell. I have deferred to answer it until 
** I approached nearer to yoa^ and until I knew what measures yoiii 
^^ might propose to pursue, in consequence ^ the information I had 
^^ directed Sir David Baird to communicate to you. Upon a know-' 
^^ ledge that Manhal Soult had a corpa so near as Saldana and 
^^ Sahagmij^ wbddi woidd soon be joined by another coining from 
^^ !Ehmoe. under Geaersd Junot, I judged it • expedient to make my 
^^ junctifiii with ' Sir David Baird in this ndghbourhood, as speediest 
^^ done^ ratfier.than at.Valladolid^ I therefin^ marched from Ala^ 
^^ ejos,. on Toroy and yesterday came herej vi^here I occi^y rather 
^^ an. extended cantonments My intention was to march towards ' 
Saldauavand Sahagun, as soon as Sir D^vid Baird's corps was come 
fbfward; whidbi I thought would either lead to an action with 
^' the corps under Marshal Soult, or induce him to retire. In either 
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"^^ case I expected to disembarrass yon from a troublesome neigh- 
" bour. In this operation I of course expected the co-operation of 
^^ such part of your corps, if not the whole, as was fit to move. 

^^ I received, upon my arrival here yesterday affcemoon, a letter - 
^' from Sir David Baird, inclosing one which he haid Just received 
" from you, dated the 16th; in which you mention your intention 
*^ immediately to retreat, by Astorga and Villafranca, into the 
*^ Galicias. I beg to know whether this be still your il^cellency's 
'^ determination, as it is one which must materially affect my mbve- 
^' ments* I own that I expected that your Excellency would have 
*^ left the road through the Galicias to Corunna open for the British 
^' army, as it is that by which we must receive our supplies ; and by 
-' which, if obliged, we can alone retreat I expected that your 
*^ Excellency, with the Sf^ish troops, would have entered the 
*^ Asturias, and have thus protected the left flank of the commu* 
^^ nication on Corunna. I was the more induced to think that this 
' ' would have been your mode of acting, as it is stated in a paper 
" given, I believe, by your Excellency to the British Government ; 
'' and by which they were induced to prefer the disembarkation of 
^' their troops at Corunna, and the assembly of the British army in 
'^ Leon. 

^^ As is was my wish, on coming here, to combine my movements 
^^ with those of the Spanish army under your command, I hope you 
^^ will have the goodness to communicate to me your intentions. You 
^^ know the successes the French have met with^ you know the forces 
^^ they have in Spain, and you should be able to judge better than 
'^ I can, what chance there is, after the recent defeats, of an army 
^^ being assembled in the South of Spain able to resist, or occupy 
^' the attention of the French^ sufficiently to oblige them to withhold 
'^ any considerable portion of their army from being sent against us. 



€6 



lis 

^^ I have no accounts from Saragossa ; but it is reasonable i<y 
suppose that it cannot hold out long against a regular attack. 

I had forgot to mention to you^ that a Member of the Supreme 
^ Junta waited upon me at Toro, to request in the name of the Junta 
^^ that I should act* in concert with, your army. The Junta were at 
^^ TruxiUo ; but have retired to St. JVlkry's^ near to Cadiz. 

^^ I shall wait anxiously for your Excellency's answer, and have the 
** honour to be, 

'' Sir, 

" Your most obedient, &c. 

^* John Moore.'^ 

The General continued his march on Villapando and Valderos. 
On the 20th December he reached Majorga ; and here he was joined 
by Sir David Baird, with the Guards and General Manningham's 
brigade 

' The British army were now imited ; and, independent of some 
small detatchments left to keep up the communications, it amounted 
to 23,000 infantry, and 2000 two or three hundred cavalry. The 
Head Quarters were at Majorga, but the cavalry and horse-artillery 
were advanced to Monastero M elgar Abaxo, within three leagues of 
Sahagun; where it was understood that near 700 of the Enemy's 
cavalry were posted. 

The weather was extremely cold, and the ground covered with 
deep snow ; yet Lord JPaget endeavoured to cut off this detachment. 
His Lordship marched at two o'clock in the morning, and sent Gene- 
ral Slade with the 10th hussars along the C^a to enter the Town ; 
while he proceeded towards it in another direction, with the 15tH 
dragoons and horse-ardUery. 

His Lordship apprbached the town at dawn, and surprised a pi- 
quet : but two or three men escaped, and gave the alarm. He pushed 
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forwerd, and discovered the Enemy formed vp, i^ &r from the town. 
The two corps manoeuvnd for some time, eadi . endearouring to gain 
the flank of its (^[^ponent. At first the grcvand was unfinvpurable to 
Lord Paget; particularly from the, situation of a bdyiow. But ]by 
aupmor skill his Lordship surmountiod this difficulty ; passed ilie hpl- 
low, completely out*mAnoe»vred the JSnemy, and charged, thjem ttt a 
figtvourahle moment ; for the Ffench having wheeled into line, very 
injudiciously halted to receive the shock. But this they w^pe un- 
equal to ; they were overthrown in a moment, and dispersed in every 
direction. Many of die French were killed; and the prisoners 
amounted to 157, including two Lieutenant Colonels. The loss of 
the British was trifling. The 15th Regiment of Hussars, about 400 
strong, encountered in this acdcHi near 700 French, and surpassed 
them both in skill and intrepidity. 

Sir John reached Sahagun in the momii\g of. the 21st of Deciem^ 
ber, and established there his Head Quarters. As the soldiers faa4 
suffered a great deal from the forced marches (for the weather was 
severe, the roads were very bad, and covered with snow]| he halted a 
4ay, to enable them to recover. 

Itie following letter was* received this morning from the Marqilii 
'Of Romana. 

The Marquis af^ Romana to Sir John Moore. 
" SIE, Lecn^ le 19 Decembre^ ISOS. 

'^ Je m'empresse de r^ndre k la lettK de V. B. de hier, 
^^ dat^e de Castronuevo, en lui exposant que si J'avois pens^ £ure uae 
'^ retraite, ce n'^toit qu'en ndson des nouvelles que je refevois de Sir 
^< David Baird ; autiement ce n'etoit nuUement mon intention. J' ai 
^' plac^ mes avants-postes de fiBk9on k pouyoir me retirer en bon ordre ; 
^^ et tant aue Is Corna dii Marshal SouU ne reoevroit naa de renforta 
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" plus considerables, jc n' ai rien k risquer dans ma positioh, qui n' est 
^^ que momentande, et uniquement pour r^tablir rarm^e. ie voudrois 
" co-op^rer au mouvement que V. E. pense faii^ sur Sahagun ; et je 
^^ n'attendrois pour cela que le moment de s^avoirquand votre Excel- 
*^ lence pense le m^ttre en execution, pour me mettre en marche. 
Je ferai longer les Montagues de Leon jusqu' k Guardo par un 
corps de troupes l^g^s ; tandis que le gros die mes tro«pi^s marchera 
^ sur jiimanza, et de-Ik cotoyant la Riviere de Cea se port^ra sut* Sal- 
^* dana, oh doit se trouver le Corps du Marshal Soult, k ffioihs 
qu'il n' ait chang^ de position comme on le dit depuis deux Jours. 
Les avis annon9ent-qu'ils n* ont laiss^ k Saldana que 1500 hom- 
" mes, et quails obt feit filer les autres vers Guardo, en se rapprochant 
des Montagues. Oft pr Aend qu'ils ont k Guardo 3 mille hommes, et 
que ce Corps pent bien 6tre augment^ par leii d^taehements qui ont 
" quitt^ la Liebana, ou les Motttagnes de Santander, qui confine 
" avee Ijeon et les Asturies ; au reste il n'y a pas un grand fond k 
" feire sur les rapports des Paysans, car outr^ qu'ils ne voyent paar 
^^ exactement, iW sont brouill^s d^ns kur compter par lea march^s^ 
** continuelles et les conti^e-ittarehes que les Ennemis fdiit. J'ai 
** rhonnetur de pr^venir V. E. qu'ils ont fiaiit barricader le Pont e^ 
^< Tentr^ de Sahagun avec des- chairiots. 

^' Si V. E. a d'autres projets en t6te j'espfere qu'elle Vdudra Mett 
^^ m'en donner connoissance, dans Ik persuasion que je ne desire autre 
" chose que concerter en tout mes op^tions avefc celles de V. E. et 
^^ Fappuyer de mon mieux dans touties les entreprises. Je crois qu* 
pour le moment il ne doit pas ^tre question de retraite, mals bien de 
t&ter, TEnnemi, et Y obliger k s'^oigner de la Capitale, Si V. E. le 
jugeoit a propos, nous pourrions avoir une entrevue k BenaventCy 
et peut-6tre il seroit plus facile alors d'^tablir un plan d'operations. 
^^ J' ai eu ce soir des lettres de la Junta dat^e de Merida en Estre- 
" madure le 13, dans lesquelles ils m^annon9ent que le Peuple tient 

u 
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^* encore bon k Madrid, que les Fran9ois ont 4t4 repouss^ et battus 
" allant k Saragosse, et que les choses vont trfes bien en Gitalogne. 

" Je prie V. E. d^agr&r rhommi^e 

^^ de mon sincere et respectueux attachement, 

" Lb Marqui de la Romana/' 

The Marquis in this letter expresses his approbation of the present 
measures, and his willingness to co-operate ia the attack proposed to 
be made on Saldana ; but his intelligence is in every point erroneous. 
The last paragraph, mentioning the information sent by the Junta, is 
most extraordinary. 

Could it be possible, that on the 13th of December the Junta did 
not know that Madrid had completely submitted ten days before; 
when they themselves had been chased by the French army from 
Talavera, which is sixty miles beyond Madrid ? 

It is true that Mr. Frere in his remonstrance of the 23rd of No- 
vember * reproached the Junta for concealing information from him, 
and even for equivocating upon the subject. But it is quite incredible, 
that they should intentionally deceive their own General, and through 
him the British Commander. We must therefore suppose that the 
Junta transmitted the best intelligence they had ; and must pity most 
sincerely a country so governed. 

The following letter £rom the Duke of Infantada is dated the 13th 
of December, the same day with that from the Junta to the Marquis 
jof Romana. Let them be compared. 

* Vide page 58. 
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Du Due de V Infantado h S. JE. J. H. Frerc. 

*^ MONSIEUR, Cuenga, ce 13 Decembre^ 1S08. 

^^ Je me fais un devoir de vous annon9er, comme k 
*^ notre tr^ bon et fidele AUi^, qu' ayant cte envoy^ \i cette arm^e du 
^•' Centre pour tocher d'accelerer son arriv^e aupr^s de la Capitale, k 
^^ fin de sauver celle-ci, s' il ^toit possible, n' ayant pu r^ussir dans 
^^ mon projet, et me disposant en consequence h, me rendre aupr^ de 
*^ la Junta Supr^e, je me suis vdl oblig^ par les G^n^raux, et forcd 
^^ par les circonstauces, k prendre le commandement de Y arm^, en 
^^ attendant la d^ision de la Junta. C est malheureusement V esprit 
d' insurrection et de m^contentement du soldat qui m' a plac^ au 
poste que j' occupe; et c'est assureraent une situation bien d^sagr^- 
able que celle d' avoir a corriger des maux invet^r^, et de d^uter 
par des mesures n^cessaires pour r^tablir V ordre et la discipline 
totalement n^glig^s. 

^^ Je ne saurais vous d^peindre V itaX ou j' ai trouv^ ce corps de 
troupes afFam^, sans chaussures, une grande partie sans uniformes, 
manquant de munitions, aysuit perdu la plupart de ses bagages ; 
^^ r^duit k peu pr^s k 9 mille hommes d' infanterie et deux de cava- 
*^ lerie, et surtout ayant totalement perdu la confiance en ses Chefs^ 
^^ J' ai cr(i d'aprfes cela, devoir suivre le plan adopts par mon pr&l^r 
*^ cesseur, celui de venir dans ce pays montueux pour y passer le peu 
" de jours n^cessaires k retablir un peu V arm^e; pour me faire rejoindre 
** par quelques traineurs, et quelques recrues, donner la chaussure et 
^^ du repos au soldat et aux chevaux, et partir ensuite pour de nouvelJes 
^^ operations. Mais il seroit bien important pour leur r^ussite qu* elles 
'^^ marchassent d' accord et de concert avec celles des autres armies. 
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•* surtout avec celles de V arm^e Angloise; et il seroit, par cons^- 
'^ quent, indispensable que nous connussions mutueliement nos pro- 
^^ jets. Le Colonel Whittingham se trouve malade dans ce moment- 
" ci, et je d^sirerois d' apr^s celk qu' il me fut envoy^ par S. E. le 
^^ G^n^ral en Chef Moore un officier de confiance et connoissances 
^^ militaires, qui piit me rendre compte du plan adopts par le 
" G^n^ral pour cette campagne, et lui rendre de ce que nous accor- 
^^ derions ensemble quant k la part que le corps d' arm^e pourroit 
^^ prendre k son execution. Je serai bien charm^ si le choix pouvoit 
" tomber sur le Colonel Graham, qui j' ai eu Y honneur de connoitre 
" chez M. Stuart, ' 

*^ Je ne sais^ Monsieur, ou cette lettre-ci yous parviendra, car 
" J' ignore encore le lieu ou la Junta s' est d^tenue ou fix^e, et je 
*^ pense que vous 6tes aupr^s d 'elle. Ma lettre n' en sera pas moins 

V organe de ma trfes-sinc^re affection, ainsi que de Fassurance de 

ma plus haute consideration, avec laquelle 

" J' ai r honneur d' 6tre, &c. 

" Le Duo del Infant ado/' 

What folly, deceit, and distress, does this most natural letter 
detect t Here is a genuine description of the Spanish army, and a 
true account of its numbers. And it is lamentable to abserve, 
that while the British army, almost by the command of the Juqta, 
is hazarding its existence to make a diversion in favour of the 
Spanish army, the General of the Spanish army knows nothing about 
the matter. What concert could there be between the various armies 
employed for the defence of Spain, when the Junta, the centre of 
intelligence, kept them all in absolute ignorance of the state of things ? 

Had Sir John Moore been so fortunate as to find so candid a cor- 
respondent as the Duke of Infantado, a person who would describe 
things as they were, there is no doubt that the events and conclusion 
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t>f the campaign would have been very dijBTerent. But this most im- 
pprtant letter, dated Cuenca, Dec. 13, was sent to Seville, and was 
there enclosed in one to the General from Mr. Frere ^, dated Dec. 22. 
It contained the only correct information he had hiiJierto sent. But 
instead of being carried according to its address, it was conveyed to 
London. The packet ww unsealed by Sir John Moore's Executors. 

On the 22d of December, while the troops were ienjoying a short 
repose at Sahagun, and preparing for action, the following letter 
arrived. 

3fr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, • Merida^ 14 Dec. 1808. [Received 22 Dec. 1808.] 

^^ I WAS last night honoured by your letter of the 

* 10th, and was sincerely gratified at learning that, with hopes 
^ infinitely less sanguine than I confess myself to entertain of the 
^ final success of the Spanish cause, you had determined to make 
^ an effort in its favour. A resolution taken with such views must 

* have been in a great measure founded upon feelings similar to 
^ those which you will have seen very strongly expressed in a letter 

* of which, Mr. Stuart was the bearer; and of which I wish to say 

* nothing more,, than that I feel highly gratified in the idea of your 

* having partaken them with me, and that, without communicfition 
' between us, the sa^ie sentiments which at that very mopaent 
^ were influencing your conduct, were guiding my pen. 

^^ Your letter happened to be delivered to' me while I was with 
^ the Junta ; and, after communicating such parts of its ' contents 

* as were most important and gratifying to them, with the reserve 

* which you pointed out, I mentioped Mr. Pignatelli^s conduct, 

* It was considered improper to priiH. ^i^ lettei^ of Mr. Frere' s^ ^ it wiMi net 
received by the General. 
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*^ and was told that it had been already determined, to remove him 
*^ from his command, and that he should be sent Wefore a Court Martial 
*^ for his conduct at Valladolid; that the same resolution had been 
" taken with respect to an Engineer OflBcer of high rank, whom his 
" brother officers had d^niounced to the Marquis of Romana, for tiot 
" having appeared in the moment of action. That, w4th respect to 
** Avila, the Authorities of that town should be displaced, and 
^' General Romana directed to treat them in the manner which their 
" conduct has deserved. You know, I presume, that he is invested 
" with the authority of Captain General of Leon and Old Castile, 
^^ Galicia and Asturias; and I can congratulate you on having to do 
^^ with a man whom, upon all subjects of this sort, you will find of 
^^ a. perfectly right mind, and determined to keep every man to the 
^^ performance of his duty. 

^^ The placing the towns which you mention in a state of defence^ 
^^ suitable to the means of attack which the Enemy might at present 
" be able to direct against them, would, I imagine, fall within the 
limits of his authority ; but I shall state the subject to the Junta, 
and I have no doubt of their approbation of any measure which 
^* you suggest. The one of givii^ a temporary species of defence 
" to the open towns has, I think,, great advantages in a country like 
" this, which is not over-run with luxury and timidity, and where a 
" kind of provincial pride, exists, not only in every province, but 
*^ almost in every town. The people would be amused and animate^ 
^^ not only against the Enemy, but in rivalry vyith each other; 
^^ the Enemy would be obliged to overcome, at the price of his blood, 
^^ obstacles which had been opposed to him by mere labour; and a 
^^ thousand barriers would be interposed against that deluge of panic 
^^ which sometimes overwlielms a whole nation, and of which, at 
^^ one time, I was afruid I saw <iie beginning in this country. 
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^* With respect to wliat you mention of directing the public mind 
** by proclamations, and other means of popular impression, Marquis 
^^ Romanais, with very few exceptions indeed, the man whom I have 
" seen most capable of judging rightly. I send inclosed an ordon- 
^^ nance which has been published in Aragon, and which has not 
*^ yet appeared in the papers. I will thank you to forward it to 
^' Marquis Romana, if it is not printed. In the mean while, you 
" will be glad to hear that it is much approved of by the Junta ; and 

that they are well persuaded that it is only in this way that things 

can be done. They are almost all of them men of mild tempers and 
^^ good humour, such as it is natural to expect in men who have been 
" the object of a popular choice, and it \vill cost them some straggle 
" to get the better of their natural dispositions, unless (which I think 
*' most likely) they put the thing out of their own hands, by erecting 
" a special tribunal for Military offences. 

^^ The extinction of the popular enthusiasm in this country, and the 
^^ means which exist for reviving it, would lead to a very long discus- 
" sion. I woiJd only say, that if I am at all right in my judgment 
" of the cause of the evil, it is already removed by the act of the 
" Junta ; and I trust that its effect wiU not long survive. 

^^ I have been persuaded to write to the Commander in Chief in 
" Portugal, to reinforce the army under your command ^vith all the 
^^ troops he can spare ; and have already transmitted home a repre- 
" scntation to that effect. Tlie Portuguese who have been offered by 
" the Regency, I apprehend, you would hardly wish for ; I have 
^^ therefore suggested their being sent to Badajos or Alcantara. 

*^ No official report has yet been received of the capitulation of 
*^ Madrid, nor is it by any means certain, that any formal stipulation 
** existed. Nothing has been heard from Morla, Castellar, and 
^* Castelfranco ; nor is it known where they are. An order has been 
^* drawn up and is to be published, prohibiting all persons concerned 
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^' in the capitulation, of holding any command in the town at that 
^^ time, from approaching the residence of the Junta. 

^^ Tlie army of AragcHi had repulsed an attack on the 2nd. Pala* 
fox's official report of the unfortunate action of Tudela represents it 
as an exceedingly l^oody one ; and that the French confess to a loss 
of 4000 men. All the reports from Madrid represent the force of 
^^ the French as much reduced. I have heard no estimate above 
" 26,000 men. All these estimate& are vague ; but officers who were 
witnesses to the attack, are confirmed in the opinion of the weak- 
ness of the Enemy, by what they observed of his appearance and 
*^ mode of approach. The Catalans appear to be entirely at their ease, 
*^ following up the blockade of Barcelona. Whenever it falls, it will 
^^ set loose a considerable reinforcement ; Mr. Jovellanos made out to 
^^ me a regular detail of 25,000, besides peasantry and irregulars, 
^* who are employed there. 

*^ The Junta are on their T^'ay to Seville, a situation on many ac- 
" counts preferable, in my opinion, to any other they could have 
" chosen ; unless circumstances could have allowed them to have 
" stopt at Toledo. I shall follow them from hence to-morrow. 

^^ This province is raising horses and men with great zeal, and send- 
^^ ing them forward to defend the passes of the Tagus ; particularly to 
*^ Almanaz. The Junta have been received with general respect by 
^* the people, and with great deference by the inferior Juntas. 
" I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect. Sir, 

^' Your most obedient humble servant, 

'' J. H. Frbbb." 
The exertions of the Supreme Junta and of Mr. Frere are singularly 
displayed by this letter. After the armies, of Spain are beaten^ and 
the capital is taken, Mr. Frere informs Sir John Moore, that hie in- 
tends to state to the Junta a proposal for placing a few towns in a state 
of defence . 
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As ti^is plan was suggested by Sir John Moore in his letter of tlic 
10th of December, it was not requisite to make any great effort to 
convince him of its utility. But Mr. Frere is fired by the idea j he 
£splays the expected advantages in a fine flow of elocution ; and at 
length rises in his diction to the sublime metaphor of interposing a 
thousand barriers against a deluge of panic. 

These phrases were an inadequate substitute for dearth of intelli- 
gence ; for Mr. Frere does not yet declare, whether Madrid has 
submitted or not : his expressions are still vague ; he ^vrites, there 
is no ^' official report of the capitulation.^' 

Did Mr. Frere expect that Morla or Buonaparte would , report to 
the Junta ? And does he acqmre no intelligence but by official re- 
ports ? Mr. Frere was certainly not a person to be depended upon 
for information ; for this letter, ' which only hints darkly at the ca- 
pitulation of Madrid, reached the General on the 22nd of De- 
cember; whereat an explicit account of the surrender of Madrid 
had been conveyed to Paris, and thence to London, and was printed 
in the English newspapers three days sooner *. 

But it would be doing injustice to Mr. Frere to assert that his let- 
ter gives no intelligentce ; since he informs Sir John Moore that the 
force of the French is much reduced ; and that no estimate he has 
hea)^ of their numbers at Madrid exceeds 26,000 men : he conse« 
quently is desirous that the General should rely upon this intelli* 
gence ; yet he owns, that the Junta are on their way to Seville — a 
measure which he very much approves of. 

What ! after all the boasted enthusiasm of the Spanish nation, does 

Mr. FVere approve of the Supreme Junta flying to the extremity of 

the Peninsida from the dread of 26,000 Frenchmen ? If there had 

been no greater number the Junta need have taken no alarm, though 

• 
* Vide Appendix, U. 
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not a Spaniard had been in arms : for 25,000 British were now ad- 
vancing into the heart of Spain. 

Buonaparte's intelligence is somewhat different. He declares, in 
his 20th buUetin, that he reviewed his army on the 18th of Decem- 
ber at Madrid, which consisted of 60,000 meii, with 150 pieces of 
artillery : and this was independent of two large corps under the 
Dukes of Bellune and Dantzic, at Toledo and Talavera ; and others 
in the neighbourhood. The account of the review, we believe, was no 
exaggeration. It was confirmed by the prisoners who were afterwards 
taken by the British ; and the terror inspired by such a force forms 
a sufficient excuse for the retreat of the Junta. 

On the same day the Greneral received another letter from Mr. 
Frere ; which was written only two days later,, yet of a totally 
different tenor. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. * 

" SIR, LasSantoSj Dec. 16, ISOS. 

^^ Th£R£ was a part of the letter with which you 
^^ honoured me on the 10th, to which I hope I shall now be able to 
^^ send a satisfactory answer. The sul^ect of the ships in Cadiz had 
'^ not escaped me ; but I thought it so very ^ngeroits to suggest to 
*^ the Junta any idea except that of living and dying on Spanish 
ground, that I avoided the mention of any subject that could seem 
to imply that I entertain any other prospects. The measure of 
confinitig the French prisoners on*board of them, seems to offer an 
opportunity for making arrangements which, without damping the 
^^ spirit of the country, may provide a resource in case of the WoxBt. 
'^ This measure has been taken by die Junta of Seville, whose energy 
'^ was so conspicuous in the course of the last summer. They have, 
^^ as I judge from their proclamation, determined to assert themselves 
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" very vigorously ; for they have reassumed their old title, and directed 
^' the Commander of Cadiz to correspond with them directly^ as they 
'^ do not know what is become of the Central Junta. I hope I shall 
^* succeed in keeping the peace between them. 

^^ I have the honour to be, Sec. 

" J. H. Frere.'' 

This letter should be read with particular attention^ as the hints it 
,i«,t«,u, .„ very «trao,dinary. 

Mr. Frere here acknowledges the reasons that he would not notice 
sooner the subject of the Fleet of Cadiz to the Junta. He thought it^ 
dangerous to suggest ^^ any idea except that of living and dying on 
Spanish ground ;'' and he avoided the mentioning any thing that would 

I * 

seem to imply that he entertained other prospects. It thus appears, 
that Mr. Frere did, in fact, think of the ships of Cadiz, and that he 
did entertain prospects different from those he depicted to the Junta, 
but that he disguised his thoughts from policy. 

The wisdom of these concealments to an ally is a diplomatic ques- 
tion. But it was not from the Junta alone that Mr. Frere hid the 
melancholy forebodings in his mind ; he also kept them a profound 
secret from the Commander of the British Forces ; and, not contented 
with a bare concealment, in every former letter he drew a flattering 
picture of the Spanish affairs. Let the letter even of the 14th of 
December be again exan;uned : he there states — that the cause of 
the extinction of enthusiasm is now removed — that no ofEcial ac-* 
count of the capitulation of Madrid has yet been received ••— that 
the army of Aragon has repulsed the French — that the forcie of 
the French is much reduced, only 26,000 being at Madrid — that 
the Catalans are at their ease, and Barcelona about to fall. This is 
an abstract of the agreeable description written on the 14th; and 
on the 16tH, no new event having occurred, Mr. Frere is making 
arrangements for the worst ! 
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With regard to the British Army, the discovery of Mn Frere's real 
Bentiments comes too }atc. it is nour on the hanks of ihe Carrion 
close to the position of the French. 

The Commander wrote early in the morning to tJie Marquis* 

« 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis de la Ramafia. 

^* SIB, Sahagupy 22 Dec. IMS. 

" I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of 
^^ the 19th yesterday morning early, as I was getting upon my harse 
*' to marc*h with the troops to this place, where I arrived in the fore- 
^^ noon. Six or ^seven hundred French, cavalry were stationed at this 
^^ place ; a part of my cavalry marched the preeeding night, attacked 
^^ and defeated, them at day -light yesterday morning, killed a good 
^^ many, and took two Lieutenant-Colonels, eleven officers, and 144 
*^ men prisoners. 

^^ The body of the French under Marshal Soidt is still at Saldana« 
*' I shall march in that direction to-morrow, and shall attack them the 
/^ mcJtBcnt I Can. If your Excellency can make any movement ii) 
^\ favour of this attack, «or to take advantstge of any success I may 
^^ meet with, I take for granted yxm will do it. But time to me is the 
most precious of all things ; and I cannot delay my movement. 

With respect to the iufonnatioii sent to you by the Junta, you 
may depend upon it, it is erroneous. Madrid is quiet ; Buonaparte'iS 
^^ proclamations are dated from it ; and nothing but the greatest exer- 
tion on the part of Spain, and all good Spaniards, will preserve 
them from conquest 

" I have the honpur to be, &c. 

. { " John Moo^e.'' 

The following letter arrived on Ihe evening of the 22nd. 
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The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 
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" lettre que V. E. m'avoit remis par ^oa aiderde-xanip JVLc* O'Niell^ 
"etn' ayantr|p pu4!9fv^ tJepids, Je ^loi^.ivv ftju^p^ jjw^ p^p^r feire 
^^ Tattaque de Saldans^.pqmm^.il p^roit que c'e3t V intention de V. E. 
^' je desiroi^oijs A^ fpo^vexi^ mon c6t^y afin que la r^ussite soit com-* 
plette. Li'Ennemi en rassemblant toutes les forces qu'il a diss^-* 

rain^e? 3iiH>^ow^.l«,ppjUrtab4l?<^^W'*pyH5^ Wim ikftwt wi t^lii», d' a- 
^^ pr^ lea «ieiUeur3 reA^gnemmts ^uis j'di pris, ellyiroQ 8 kd laiUe 
^ hommes d'iofsu:^€aif ^^t mille ^evatjix^ lavec 8^ \0 pieces d'artillerie j^ 
^^ il sexoit tres impprt^pt 4'j&nv^pper c^ corps^ lat le d^truire, avant 

quil puiase fw:^ 9a(jpncti^4X^f^49^i<|H'fwti^.<Kii|>9 qu^ Napoleon 

p&t lui eavoyer -de xevioti*' 3i. V/!]^.i60; d^eroiine it cette fmtM* 
^^ priae^ je ferai uu mouy^mept ayec 9;4 10 niiUe hommes^ qui eat 
^^ tout ice qi^e ji^ pourroia rasaemU^ d^rmitjiUi^ -habUya et armea ; toitt 
^^ le reate a^ trouvant preaque nudet imal eq^ijpf^ 

^^ Si V^ l^.,jfm donn^ uaer^nae proQppt)^^ je a^rtiiw demain ; mala 
^^ j'ld^'hoaqeur 4^ lui.faire obaerv^^ii^Oijle mi^ doiin^^ il faudra 
^^ reuti:]^r dam mea qu^rtiqra d'hivWy £wt0' 4'iia|iljbmi^nt efjfourm 
^^ turea pour les troupes. Cependant poilft Ji^ifiii^^urw^^p dei cela k 
^^ uotiie jeutreYue, comme ^galement k cpfiQ^er lie pWn d'operations k 
^' auivre. Je auia persuade quo V En|[iemi' 9if($at paa en force, etqi^ 
'^ tous les d&aatrea dont noua aommea temoina n' ont eu.Uiu que £mte 
^' de combinaisons dans les operations de nos arm^a. Par un Officier 
'^ d' Ingenieura que m' a remia la Junta de Zamora, pour avoir 
^' trouv^ aa conduite un peu suspecte ; j'ai ii6 inform^ que Tarm^ de 
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^^ Palafox n'a re9u aucun echec comme les Ennemis le pubUoient^ mais 
'^ qu'il a ^t^ oblig^ de se replier sur Saragosse^ k cause que rann^e 
^^ de Castanos avoit quitt^ ja position de Logronp^ tqu'il a' avoit jamais 
"^ dA abandonner : il donne des details tr^s circonstanci^ de Y anu^ 
^^ Fran9oise s\xx Mac^d, de FEmpereur, de la Division de Junot^ et 
^* enfin des nouvelles que je crois trfes n^cessaire que V. E. en aye 
*< connttissance/fet d'^prts lfequiellte'3 tnl^ semble que nous deyons 
" absdlument avoir unfe fenttfevuel * 

*^ J'al r honneut de tdnduvellte k V; E. lliomtnaee <ie mon sincere 

'**'et te^pkifheTix attacheittent, 

« Le M" de la itoMAi^A." 
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Complete concert was l^s iestablisked between the Britis^h and one 
Spanish army. The nu^nber o{ the Spaniards which could be brought 
forward^ was less th|pi the half of what had been originally stated ; 
and the assistance that could be expected from these troops may be 
judged 6f from the repwt df Colonel Symes, who continued with the 
Marquis. In a lett^ from him dated Leon, December 22nd, he 
says, ^^ Hie troops here, although they cannot be relied on to ihBu- 
** ence materially the result bf a general action, yet may be brought 
^^ into use as auadlutr^, to engage the attention of a part of thie 
"Enemy's force ; and, in ihe event of the Enemy beii^ broken, may 
^^ prove an active instrument to complete his destruction. When 1 
" say this much, I' say all that n^an pcissibly be expected from them, 
*'imder this present appearrtttce.'**'' i "- " 

Early in the mqmiing of the- 23rd Sir John sent off the following 
ktter to|^ Marqi^iis of Rom^na, signifying the movement he wished 
him to mitke. . - 
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Sir John Moore. to the Jktarquts qfltomana. 

"sib, , '■ Sahagun;2Z Deceikbe^rylt^^^. 

" I HAD the honour to write to you yesterday ; and this 
** morning I received jour Excellency's letter of the 21st. I shall 
" inarch this night to CSmion, where, I have reason to believe, 
some of the Enemy are collected. To-morrow I shall^toorch on 
Saldana. If your Excellency would march from Mansilla, either 
direct on Saldana^> or pass the river a little above it, whibt r mlox^h 
" on from Carrion, I think it would distract the attention of the 
^^ jBiJkemy, ^d considerably aid. my attack. M^march from Carrion^ 
f^ will probably be in the ni^t. Any ififormation of your movement 
« I shajl tba^k you to qdikeBs tame5at.Campn,#be«e I shaU be at 
^^ day-hght to-morrow. I enclose a letter and a {printed pi^r^ sent 
^: to jne by Mr- Frere, and. which I received yesdb^y^ ' 

,, !. y . - : ^V I. have die honour 'tobei^&c.^obcl'. . . >, 

, r ;r»f ^ John Moore." 
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" EVety arrangement was' now completed for ihe attack of . the 
Enemy. The British were collected beiween Sahagun, Grahal, 
and Villada,, consisting of twepty-five thousand four hundred men. 

The*0uke of Dalmatia, after the c^f^t ^f his cavalry at 3ahagun, 
had withdrawn a detachment from 6uarda,jand conqentrated.^his troops 
to the amount of eighteen thousand behinj the river Carriop. Sevep 
thousand were posted at Saldana^ and five thousiijpd at tl^ town of 
Carrion ; and detachments were placed to guard the fords and bridges. 
It was also known that the head^cohimns^ of Junq^'s corps^^the 8th) 
were between Vittoria and Burgps* ,. . ,, i . ♦ s / »vt » J 

Before tlm peric^^ Sis. J^lxii^ Mf^orq ^l;ad: beei:^^.^q{to^,^^ 
many excellent channels of intelligence* upon, which he could, in 
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boine measure^ depend. Expresses were continually arriving with 
reports of every injportant circipistanoe. 

He now answered Mr. Frere's last letters, and communicated to 
liim his plan; and it appears, from this letter, how just ft vie\v the 
General had' of hb situation. 

. ' ■ ' ' ' ■ . 

Sir John Moore ta Mk. Frere. 

" 1 flA» tli« hdriotfr to fef^sive y*sfenky your letters of 
*^ the l4th and 1 6th, with inclosures, which shall be forwarded by the 
*^ fiwt €Jjpj)oriimity. 

^* As you acktiowl^ge only the recieipt of my letter to you of the 
^^ l(hk icistatnt, I 'send ydu l duplicate of two letters which I addressed 
^' t<> ybu on the ^^^ and whi^ I sent by amettoenger who, perhaps, 
"^^ was ifiteneept^^ . ] . , i ; 

With respe<it tb yowr kttei^, dcifiveiied to me at Toro by Mn 

Stuart, I shaU iiibt l^Bttak*k'u^6t^it; It is in the style of the tsKo 
^^ wbi(^ w^ffe Inrdtight to me by Colonel Charmilly, and, consequently, 
^* was answered by my letters of the 6th, of which I send you ft.^u- 
" plicate : that subject is, I hope, at rest. , j ; • 

'^^ t am in communication with the Marquis de la Romamu I 
^' march this night to Carrio^, and the next day to Saldana, to at- 
*^ ttet the corps under Marshal Soult f. 
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^^ Buonaparte is dating his proclamations from Madrid^; and ^s to 
^* fh* Britfbh iitny, if it were itt a neutt^l, or Enemy's country, it 
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t Some remarks on the Spanish co-operation are omitted. 
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^^ could not be more completely left to itself. If the Spaniards are 
*^ enthusiasts, or much interested in this cause^ their conduct is the 
^^ most extraordinary that ever was exhibited- 

" The movement I am making is of the most dangerous kind. I 
^^ not only risk to be surrounded every moment by superior forces, 
" but to have my communication intercepted with the Galicias. I 
^' wish it to be apparent to the whole world, as it is to every indivi- 
'^ dual of the army, that we have done every thing in our power in 

support of the Spanish cause ; and that we do not abandon it, until 

long after the Spaniards had abandoned us. 

^' I have the honour to be, &c. 

« ■ 

The army were now in complete preparation ; the disposition for 
wBkr attack was made, and the Generals had receiveS their instructions. 
But, in the course of this day, messenger after messenger brought 
unpleasant reports. 

Certain information was received; that a strong reinforcement had 
arrived at Carrion from Palentia ; and that a large quantity of provi- 
^ons and fbrage were preparing in the villages in front of that town. 

A Courier next arrived fifom Los' Santos, bringing information 
that the French corps, which was matt^Mng to the South, had beea 
baited tit Talav^ra : and several other messengers arrived, brining; 
reports that the Enemy were advancing from Madrid. 

Towards the evening an express arrived from the Marquis of 
Romana. 



162 



Du Marquis de la Romana d son Excellence Sir J. Moorej K. B. 

r 

^^ SIR, ^^ Leon^ 22 Decembre^ 1808. 

^* Un Confident que j'ai sur la riviere J>uero me donne 
^^ avis sous date de 18 courant, qu'on lui a assur^ que les Ennemis 
*^ qui se trouvoient k rEscurial ont &it im mouvement vers ce c6t^-ci. 
*^^ II m' ajoutoit que si la personne qui lui donnoit cet avis n' arrivoit 
^^ pas ce jour mSme^ il alloit lui de sa personne se transporter k Villa- 
^^ castin (douze lieues ^oign^ de Madrid) pour 6tre en observation 
*^ des deux chemins, celui qui passe par Zamora^ et Fautre qui va par 
*^ Segovie. 

Je m'empresse k donner cet avis k V. £. pour les mesures qu* elle 
Jugera convenables k prendre. 

" J'ai rhonneur, &c. 

^^ Le Marquis de l.a Romana/' 

Sir John Moore saw at once the import of the various intelligence; 
he had received. He percdived that his movement and dengn were 
discovered by Buonaparte^ who was now marching a superior force 
against him. This was what he had all along expected^ and was, 
prepared for. 

The forward march of the troops was instantly countermanded. 

Soon after a second note arrived from the Marquis. 
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Du Marquis de Id Romana ci son Excellence Sir J. Moore ^ K. B. 

Mansilla 23 Decembre 
^^^j d trois keures du soir. 

" J'ai rhonneur de vous annoticer mon arrivfe ici avec les troupes 
^^ que je compte employer dans le mouvement auxlliaire. Je n'ai pu 
*^ tirer q^environ sept milles hommes d'infanterie, 120 chevaux, et 
" huit pieces d'artillerie. Les troupes sont eantonn^ dans une cir- 
^^ confi^rence k une lieue et quart de cette ville en avant vers 
^^ Saldanha^ except^ un corps que j'ai envoy^ a trois lieues d'ici k un 
" village nomm^ Villarmimio ^loign^ trois petites lieues de Cea. 
" J 'attends vos rapports pour me mettre en mouvement, que je ne 
^^ ferai q'apr^s que Y. E. m'aura communique ses plans et ses inten- 
" tions. Je desirerais avoir une r^ponse positive pour expedier les 
*^ ordres de bonne heure au corps. 

** J'ai r honneur, &c. 

" Le Marquis de la Rohlana." 

An answer was instantly sent bacL 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Romana. 

" SIR, . SahaguTiy 23d Dec. 1808. 

" I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter 
^^ of the 22d this afternoon, and have to thank you for the informa- 
^^ tion which it cqptains ; the probability of its truth is confirmed to 
^^ me, by information which reached me this morning, that a consi- 
*' derable quantity of provisions and forage had been ordered to be 
*^ prepared in the villages on this side of Palencia. I also know that 
*^ the intended march of a corps of the French to Badajos has been 



164 

*^ stopped, A\hen its advanced guard had reached Talavera de la 
" Reina. 

^^ Your Excellency knows my object in marching in tliis direction, 
** was to endeavour to free you from a troublesome neighbour, and to 
^^ strike a blow at a corps of the Enemy, whilst it was ptill imagined 
*^ that the British iroops had retreated into Portugal. I was aware 
^^ of the risk I ran, if I should be discovered, and the Enemy push on 
^^ a corps between me and my communication. 

^^ My movement has, in some degree, answered its lobject, as it 
" has drawn the Enemy from other projects, and will give the South 
^^ more time to prepare. With such a force as mine, I can pretend 
^^ to do no more. It would only be losing this army to Spain and to 
" England, to persevere in my march on Soult ; who, if posted strongly, 
^^ might wait, or, if not, would retire and draw me on until the corps 
frx)ni Madrid got behind me : in short, single-handed, I cannot 
pretend to contend with the superior numbers the French can 
'' bring against me. 

*^ I received your Excellency's letter at six, and the troops were to 
^^ have marched from this to Carrion at eight this evening. I coun- 
^' termanded them, and shall take immediate measures for retiring 
on Astorga. There I shall stand ; as my retreat thence, if neces- 
sary, will be secure. I shall be in the way to receive the supplies ' 
^' and the reinforcements which I expect from England. At the 
'^ worst, I can maintain myself, and, with your Excellency's aid, 
^^ defend the Galicias, and give time for the formation of the armies 
'^ of the South, and that which you command to be prepared, when 
^^ a joint effort may be made, which can alone b^ efficacious. It is 
^^ playing the Enemy's game to draw him to attack our armies in 
^^ rotatiim* 

^^ I hppe tJbia plan will meet your approbation ; you may rest 
*^ assured that I shall not retraat a foot beyond what is necessary 









165 

^^ to secure my suppHes fitmi being intercepted ; and that I desire 
^' nothing more than to meet the Enemy upon any thing like equal 
^^ terms. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

** John Moorb/' 

" P. 8. I had finished my letter, and was writing one to Colonel 
** Symes, both of which I meant to dispatch to your Excellency in 
^* the morning ; when I received your letter from Mansilla of this 
^' date. 

'^ Your Excellency wiU see, that in consequence of the information 
** contained in your letter of yesterday, I have countermanded my 
*^ march to Carrion. I am sensible of the zeal and activity your 
** Excellency has displayed, in thus hastening to co-operate with me ; 
'* but, for the reasons contained iti the former part of this letter, I 
^* believe the atteiftpt no longer advisable. It will, howerver, be of 
** use, and will blind the Enemy, sftiould you continue with your 
'^ corps a few days at Mansilla. 

" You will, of course, not mention my intentions of falling back. 
** If I am followed, I shall stop and offer battle ; and though you 
^* should be at a distance, yet the knowledge that you are withih 
^* reach will distract his attention, and act as a diversion. 

" I shall be happy to hear again from you what are your intentions. 
^^ I shall, I think, fall back on Benavente. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore." 

It is now requisite to point out the plan which was adopted by 
Buonaparte. The particulars were disclosed by his movements; but 
exact information has also been obtained through Major Napier of 
the 50th regiment. This Ofiicer at the battle of Corunna was stabbed 
in the body by a bayonet, and wounded in the head by a sword, yet 
he defended his life till quartet was promised him. When' a prisoner 
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he was treated most handsomely by the Duke of Daknatia. He dined 
with Marshal Ney frequently, who as well as General La Borde, the 
Chief of FEtat Major, and other Officers of rank, frankly told him 
the design and sentiments of the Emperor. When Buonaparte re- 
ceived intelligence that the British were moving to the Duero, he 
said, ^^ Moore is the only General now fit to contend with me ; I 
^^ shall advance against him in person/' 

Orders were then sent to the Duke of Dalmatia to give way, if at- 
tacked, and to decoy the British to Burgos, or as far E^tward as 
possible; and at the same time to push on a corps towards Leon, 
on their left flank. And should they attempt to retreat, he was 
ordered to impede this by every means in his power. The corps on 
the. road to Badajos was stopt, and ordered to proceed towards Sala- 
manca ; while he himself moved rapidly with all the disposable force 
at Madrid, and the Escurial, directly to Benavente. Neither Buona- 
parte nor any of his Generals had the least doubt of surrounding the 
British with between 60 and 70,000 men before they could reach 
Galicia. 

Sir John Moore, as appears both by his letters and his conduct, saw 
clearly the whole of this plan : he had prepared for the dabger; cal« 
culated the time ; and has acquired the glory of being the first General 
who has frustrated Buonaparte. 

After having fully concerted the scheme of his retreat, he wrote 
again to the Marquis. 

JSir John Moore to the MarquU of Romana. 

" SIR, Sahagurtf Dec.24tky 1808. 

^^ My information this morning states that the French 
^^ Tiave received reinforcements. I shall begin my retreat to-morrow 
" morning with a part of the infantry ; the rest will follow with the 
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*^ Cavalry the day after. It is of great importance to me, that yoa 
^^ should keep a strong corps at Mansilla, to defend the bridge there, 
^^ whilst I march in two divisions on Valencia and Benavente. The 
^^ corps which passes at Valencia will remain on the opposite side to 
guard the Ferry, until the corps which marches on Benavente hcuB 
passed the bridge at that place. Sir David Baird commands the 
*' division which goes to Valencia : I shall march with the other to 
^^ Benavente. My hopes are to cross the river Eslar before I am in- 
<< terrupted : when once across, my communications with the Galicias 
^^ will be secure ; and, if pressed then, I shall have no objection to 
*^ try an action. 

^^ I have thought it right to make this communication to your Ex- 
cellency. You will, I suppose, think it right when I am passed, 
to order the boats upon the river to be destroyed. I have only ta 
repeiat my request, that Astorga and its neighbourhood may be 
left for the British troops, together with the passage into the Gali- 
cias ; and not occupied by those under your Excellency's command.- 
^^ You will find no inclination in me to abandon the Spanish cause j^ 
** but, on the contrary, every desire to co-operate with you for thb* 
« general good. 

" I have the honour to be* &c. 

" JOHK MoQR£.? 

« • • 

On the 24th of December Sir John Moore was silently, but busily, 
occupied in preparing to retire ; which, in the presence of an enemy, 
IS the most difficult of all military operations. But, to judge of it on 
this occasion, the Map of Spain with the relative positions of the 
French army, should be examined. 

The Duke of Dalmatia received strong reinforcements from the 
22nd to the 24th ; so that his army alone was much superior to the 
British. It was posted behind the river Carrion, between Carrion 
and Saldana. 
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Th^ Duke of Abractes had advanced from Burgos to Palentia, and 
threatened the right flank of the British. 

Buonaparte pushed on the corps at the Escurial^ and marched from 
Madrid on the 18th id person, with an army consisting of 32,000 in- 
&mtry and 8000 eavahy. The advanced -gnard of this cavalry passed 
through Tordesillas on the 24th ; the same day the van of the British 
left Sahagun ; and both moved to the same point — Benavente^ 

There was another corps on the road to Badc^Jos commanded by 
tlie Duke of Dantzic : this had advanced to Talavera de la Reina ; 
and had pushed on as far as Arzo-Bispo, in pursuit a( the Spanish 
General Galuzo. This was likewise counter-marched^ and was di- 
rected towards Salamanca, Even the division under the IXike of 
TVevise^ which was proceeding to Saragossa, was stopt : and the long, 
meditated vengeance against that heroic ^ty was deferred. 

In fine, the whole disposable force of ike Frendi army, forming an 
irregular crescent, was marching in radii with rapid steps to environ 
the British. To accomplish this favourite object, Buonaparte stopt 
}m victorious career to the South, where there was nothing capable 
c^ resisting him. lislxm and Cadiz would have yielded as easily as 
Madrid*; and those must be sanguine indeed, who oaH believe that 
any further resistance wo^d have been made by Spidn. 

* la confirmation of this, the following is an extract of a letter from a person 
in the confidence of Oovemment, to Sir John Moore. 

»' ^etUii, Jm. loth, VBogr. 

** Althouob tl^ Junta are daily poshed to indoee tfiem to give ord^i^ foi* 

^< the advance of every thing South of Madrid towards th^ Capital^ I* do not ob- 

^ serve that this measure appears hitherto to have taken up the attention. of the 

^* Enemyip who are steadily determined to attend to no other object until he. shall 

■ 

'* have measured his strength with your army : which i^ now certainly the only hope 
^* of this country. For it is merely the time and breath they gain during this effort 
^* of Buonaparte, whiph will enable them to bring together a fbrce Bt to continue 
<< the contest*' 
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The bold measures^ adopted by Sir John Moore, arrested flie 
immediate subjugation of this country. It remains to be seen how he 
extricated his anny from its perilous situation. 

The intelligence he had got was sufficiently founded to induce him 
to retire ; but he had not yet learned the whole amount of the force 
that was marching against him, and was resolved not to be alarmed 
into a false step, nor retreat one step farther than was absolutely 
necessary. He wished to defend the Galicias, if possible. 

His first object was to pass the river Eslar without interruption. 
There arie three routes across this river : the first is by MansiUa, where 
there is a good bridge ; the second is by Valencia where there was 
only a ierry ; and the third is by Castro Gonsalo, where there is also a 
bridge ; this last road leads to Benavente. It was impossible to go 
by Mansilla, as the Marquis of Romana's troops were there, and 
the country was completely exhausted by them. There were great 
objections to the whole army attempting the passage by the ferry at 
Vsdencia : for the intelligence received was, that the river was rapidly 
increasing, so that the ford would probably be too deep, aad the 
boats were few. These circumstances would render tlie pasaage e( 
the whole army very tedious at this point. And besides, an adequate 
supply of food could jiot be found ; nor could covering, which was 
necessary at this season, be had for the whole army on one route. 

It was, however, quite requisite to secure Valencia to stop the 
Enemy. Sir David Baird was, therefore, directed to take that route ; 
fuad it was resolved that the rest of the army should proceed by Casjtro . 
Gonsalo. 

By this division of the army also the magazines and stores^ whicli 
were deposited at Benavente and Zamora, were effectually covered. 

The road by Xieon was necessarily left to the troops of the Mar- 
quis of Romana : who, in consequence of the request of Sir John 
Moore to defend the passage of the river, left three thousand men 

z 
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there^ and four pieces of cannon, and then retreated to Leon. He 
wrote a few lines to express a wish for a conference with Sir Jchn 
Moore ; to which note ihe following answer was returned. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Bomana. 

« 

^' SIB, Sahagtm, Dec. 24, 1806. 

" I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of 
^' this date. There is nothing I wish so much as to have a personal 
interview with you : hut in the present situation of this army it 
is impossible for me to leave it for a moment. Once across the 
Eslar, and I will ride any distance to have the honour of meet- 
" ing you. I shall remain here with the Cavalry until the after- 
" noon to-morrow, and shall leave them to join the division of the 
^^ Infantry in the evening, which will be at Majorga. 

" If your Excellency can make it convenient to come there, you 
^^ will make me very happy : but if this be inconvenient, I shall go 
" to you when I reach Benavente. The French continue to receive 
'^ reinforcements. A considerable number arrived at Palencia this 
'' morning. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

^^ John Moorb." 






Two of the roads over the Eslar were thus occupied by the 
and one by the Spanish army. But, as the latter was the nearest 
route to Astorga, it was of great importance that the Enemy should 
be retarded there. The Bridge of Mansilla and the City of Leon, 
were points to defend : and the following letter from CoL Symes will 
shew the expectations that were held out of defending Leon. 
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Colonel Symes to Sir John Moore. 

"SIB, MansUUiy Dec, 25, 1808, One o' Clock. 

" I HAD the honour of your note early this morning, 
and am fully aware of the necessity which prevents a meeting be- 
tween your Excellency and the Marquis, at present. The Mar- 
" quis, for reasons of the same nature, cannot leave his troops: 
" indeed, his presence is indispensibly requisite, for he has no second 
" to whom he can confide his charge. Greneral Blake is at Leon. 
*^ The Marquis says, that wherever else he may go, it is impossible 
for him to send any part of his troops into the Asturias, as the 
roads are now impassable ; the snow has fallen in unusual quantity. 
" The Marquis's idea seems to be that of retiring on Astorga, but not 
" precipitately : to put Leon in the best possible state of defence, and 
" to leave there 2000 men and some guns. These troops, when added 
^^ to the armed inhabitants and the volunteers who are armed and under 
^^ a sort of training, may impede the progress of an Enemy — give 
" him much trouble, and afford protection to your left flank. The 
^^ Volunteers of Leon^ including the students, are estimated at frongi 
" 12 to 1500 men; the rabble are numerous. 

The City of Leon is very extensive ; it is surrounded by a high 
wall, in some places ruinous. There are old Moorish Towers at 
irregular distances; several gateways without gates, but a little 
*^ trouble may repair the chasms, and blockade the gateways. The 
^\ suburbs embrace the wall, which, in some parts, forms a back for 
long rows of mean houses. The city is not commanded — there is 
some rising ground about a mile and a half distant, to the East and 
^^ North ; excepting this, the country seems to be an uninterrupted 
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'^ plain for many miles. Between Leon and Astorga it is a continued 
^^ flat, without enclosure or obstacle to oppose the advance of troops 
" from any direction. Leon, if disputed vigwously, may prove very 
" embarrassing to the Enemy, and it is a kind of warfare for which 
^^ the Spaniards seem adapted. The Marquis appears rather dis- 
" posed to risk a general action ; but he says, what is too true, that 
^1 his army, in effect ^ is no army. He thinks that his artillery will 
" be well served — it may be so, but I doubt. TV'o howitzers and 
" eighteen field-pieces compose the number of guns with us. We 
" move to Leon to-day. The Marquis communicates ta your Excel- 
*^ lency the intelligence he has received. Mansilla is not capable of 
^^ defence ; and breaking the bridge, the Marquis thinks, will tiot be 
^^ any material obstacle to the Enemy, tn the present state of &e 
^^ weather I think it would impede his progress. 

^' I am. Sir, with greai|'|p|qpect, 

** Your faithful humble servant, 

'' M. SYivras.'' 

According to the arrangement which was made. General Fraser, 
followed by General Hope, marched with their divisions on the 24th 
of December to Valderos and Majorga ; and Sir David Baird pro- 
ceeded with his to Valencia. To conceal this movement Lord Paget 
was ordered to push on strong patroles of Cavalry close to the ad- 
vanced posts of the Enemy. 

The reserve, with two light corps, did not retire from Safaagun 
iill the morning of the 25th ; they followed General Hope. 'Lord 
Paget was ordered to remain with the cavalry until the evening, and 
then follow the reserve. Sir John aeccmipanied these bust corps. 

The retreat commenced in this deliberate manner. On the 26th oilf 
December Sir David Baird reached the Eslar, and passed the ferry 
with less difficulty than* was expected. He took post, according to 
his orders, at Valencia, and wrote to the Marquie of Romana uiging 
him to blow up the bridge of Mansilla. 
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The other divisions of Infantry proceeded unmolested to Castro 
Gomalo. 

On the 24tb of Decemb(^r the advanced guard of Buonaparte's 
army marched from Tordesillas, which is a hundred and twenty miles 
from Madrid, and fifty from Benavente ; and strong detachments of 
Cavaby had been pushed forward to Villalpando and Majorga. On 
the 26th Lord Paget fell in with one of those detachments at the lat- 
ter place. His Lordship immediately ordered Colonel Leigh, with 
two squadrons of the lOtb Hussars, to attack this corps, which had 
halted on the summit of a steep hill. One of Colonel Leigh's squa- 
drons was kept in reserve ; the other rode briskly up the hiD : on 
approaching the top, where the ground was rugged, the Colonel judi- 
ciously reined-in to refresh the horses, though exposed to a severe 
fire from the Enemy. When he had nearly gained the sxmimit, and 
the horses had recovered their breath, he charged boldly and over- 
threw the Enemy : many of whom were killed and wounded, and 
above a hundred surrendered prisoners. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and gallantry displayed by the 
British Cavalry on this occasion. The 18th Dragoons had signalized 
themselves in several former skirmishes ; they were successful in six 
different attacks. Captain Jones, when at Palencia, had even ven^-' 
tured to charge a hundred French Dragoons with only thirty British ; 
fourteen of the Enemy were killed, and six taken prisoners. 

The cavalry, the horse-artillery, and a light corps remained on the 
night of the 26th at Castro Gonsalo ; and the divisions under Gene- 
rals Hope and Fraser marched to Benavente. 

On the 27*h *^^ rear-guard crossed the Eslar, and followed the 
same route, after completely blowing up the bridge. 

It now becomes requisite to make a very painfal confession. The 
army, which, during the advance, had been distinguished for regu- 
larity and good conduct, began to display on the retreat a very oppo- 
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site behaviour. This may in part be imputed to inattention in the 
Spanish Magistrates ; who^ instead of exerting themselves to procure 
lodgings and necessaries for the troops, sometimes fled or hid them- 
selves. But another cause of these disorders was, undoubtedly, the 
independent character of Britons ; who always submit to military db- 
cipline with great reluctance. They were indignant at the little as- 
sistance afforded them by the Spaniards ; and took the opportunity 
which the retreat afforded them, of throwing off restraint, of display- 
ing their native humours, and of acting too much as they pleased. 

But, whatever was the cause, the General was most desirous to 
stop this misconduct ; both from humanity to the Spaniards, and for 
the safety of his own army. He, therefore, issued out the following 
order. 

" General Orders. 

Head Quarters^ BenaventCy 21th Dec, 

" The Commander of the Forces has observed with con- 
cern, the extreme bad conduct of the troops at a moment when 
they are about to come into contact with the Enemy, and when the 
greatest regularity and the best conduct are the most requisite. He 
^^ is the more concerned at this, as, until lately, the behaviour of that 
^' part of the army, at least, which was under his own immediate com- 
^^ mand, was exemplary, and did them much honour. 

" The misbehaviour of the troops in the column which marched by 
^^ Valderas to this place, exceeds what he could have believed of Bri- 
^^ tish soldiers. It is disgraceful to the Officers ; as it strongly marks 
** their negligence and inattention. 

*' The Commander of the Forces refers to the General Orders of the 
** 15th of October, and of the 11th of November. He desires that 
'^ they may be again read at the head of every company of the aimy : 






(6 






^^ he can add nothing but his determination to execute them to the 
" fullest extent. He can feel no mercy towards Ofl&cers who neglect 
^^ in times like these essential duties^ or towards Soldiers who injure 
^^ the country they are sent to protect. The Spanish Forces have 
been overpowered ; and until such time as they are re-assembled, 
and ready again to come forward, the situation of the army must be 
^^ arduous, and such as to call for the exertion of qualities the most 
*^ rare and valuable in a military body. These are not bravery alone^ 
^^ but patience and constancy under fatigue and hardship, obedience 
" to command, sobriety, firmness, and resolution, in every diflFerent 
" situation in which they may be placed. It is by the display of such 

qualities alone, that the army can expect to deserve the name of 

Soldiers ; that they can be able to withstand the forces opposed to 
" them, or to fulfil the expectations of their Country. 

^^ It is impossible for the Greneral to explain to his army the motive 
" for the movement he directs. The Commander of the Forces can, 
" however, assxu^ the army that he has made none since he left Sala- 
^* manca which he did not foresee, and was not prepared for ; and, 
^^ as far as he is a judge, they have answered the purposes for which 
" they were intended. 

*^ When it is proper to fight a battle he will do it ; and he will 
^^ choose the time and place he thinks most fit : in the mean time he 
** begs the Officers and Soldiers of the army to attend diligently to 
*^ discharge their parts, and to leave to him and to the General Officer^ 
^* the decision of measures which belong to them alone. 

^^ The army may rest assured, that there is nothing he has more at 
" heart than their honour — and that of their Country.'* 

The latter part of the above order alluded to a number of Officers 
having been indiscreetly firee in their criticisms of the Military opera- 
tions. This licence is characteristic of Englishmen : but iu the pre- 
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setit.dituadoii of the army it had a most mischievous tendency. Be^ 
sides, as Sir John Moore kept all his intelligence e:Ktremely secret, 
it was impossible ' for the officers to Judge of the propriety of the 
movements. 

Sir John Moore endeavoured to remove one of the causes of the 
irregular conduct by this letter to the Marquis. 



Sh' John Moore to the Marquis of Romana. 

" SiK, Benavente, 21 Dec, 1808. 

'' I HAD the honour to receive yesterday, on my arri- 
^'val here, your Excellency's letter from Man^a, of the 25th. 
^^ The Enemy are advancing; but I believe their main body only 
^^ reached Valladolid yesterday. The movement I made to Sahagun 
*' has answered every purpose I had a right to expect. A Httle more 
*^ good fortune would have enabled me to cut up Soult's corps ; but 
" the attention of the Enemy has at last been attracted from other 
^^ objects. His march on Badajos has been stopped, and the forces 
*^ in the South will have time to be formed, and to come forward. 
I shall continue my movement on Astorga. It is there, or behind 
it, we should fight a battle, if at all. If the Enemy follows so far^ 
" he will leave himself the more open to the eflForts of the South. 
*^ My opinion is, that a battle is the game of Buonaparte, not our'a* 
*« We should, if followed, take defensive positions in the mountains;, 
" where his cavalry can be of no use to him ; and there either engage 
^* him in an unequal contest with us, oblige him to employ a consi- 
*^ derable corps to w^tch us, or to retire upon Madrid: in which last 
" case we should again come forth into the plain. In this manner 
*^ we give time for the arrival of reinforcements from England, — 
" your army to be formed and equipped, — and that of the South is^ 
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^^ come forth. In shorty the game of Spain and of England, 
'^ \;<^hich must always be the same, is to procrastinate and to gain 
^^ time ; and not, if it can be helped, to place the whole stake upon 
^' the hazard of a battle. 

^^ The people of this part of Spain seem to be less well-disposed 
" than those I have hitherto met with. They perhaps think that'wc^ 
mean to abandon them. It would have a good effect if you ex- 
plained to them, in a proclamation, that this was by no means 
either your intention, or that of the British army ; and call upon 
^^ the Alcaides and Corregidors to remain at their posts, and to be of 
all the use in their power to the different armies both Spanish and 
British. Some of them of late have run away from the towns; 
'^ which has been the unavoidable cause of irregularities having been 
^^ committed by the troops; for, when the Magistrates are not preset^ 
^f to give r^ularly, the soldier must take, and this produces a mis- 
** chievous habit. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moorb.^^ 

During the march to Benavente a confidential person, whose 
intelligence had always been correct, came up with the General at 
Fuentes. He had passed Buonaparte and his army, who were mak- 
ing forced marches to overtake the British. 

And it appeared from several accounts, that, in cx>ntradiction to 
the declarations and information so repeatedly transmitted from 
the Central Junta and Mr. Frere, not the slightest movement was 
made by the Spanish armies ; who permitted the various divisions 
of the Enemy's army to traverse Spain, in every direction, with as 
much tranquillity as France ; with this essential difference, that the 
Spaniards furnished them with every supply for nothing, whereas in 
France they must have paid for what they wanted. . 

A A 
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( , Notwithstanding this unfavourable intelligence^ Sir John Moore 
))fid still some expectations of being able to mamtain 9 fo^liog in 
3pain^. He hoped that the Spaniards/ after all their d^cl^r^dons 
and promises, would rouse themselves to make some. ^0x^ ; mid j^r^ 
^ps want' of provisions for so large an army might sto^ the advance 
gf the French. It was his earnest wish to maintt^n; hini^lf in fixe 
mountains of Galida; and not to retire to the coast, unless compelled 
by great superiority of numbers. 

. There are two roads to Vigo ; but that by Orense, though the 
^orjte^t, is neither practicable for artillery, nor for any species of 
yaggon ; consequently the British army took the road by Astorga ;- 
and orders were now sent to Sir David Baird, who was stiU at Valentia, 
if) niarch to that point ; while on the 28th of December Generals'^ 
Hope and Fraser proceeded with their divisions to La Bahessa. 

Next morning, at day-break, after near two d^tys' rest. Sir John^ 
Moore followed with the reserve ; and Lord Paget, as befote, msA 
ordered to bring up the rear with the cavalry* 

But at nine o'clock in the morning, before his Lordship had 
moved, some of the Enemy's cavalry were observed trying a ford 
near the bridge which had been blown up ; and presently between 
five and six hundred of the Imperial Guards of Buonaparte plunged 
into the river, and crossed over. 

They were immediately opposed by the British piquets, who had 
been much divided to watch the different fords ; but were quicldy 
assembled by Colonel Otway. When united they aniounted only to 
two hundred and twenty men. They retired slowly befoire such 
superior numbers, bravely disputing every inch of ground with the 
Enemy. The front squadrons repeatedly charged each other ; and 

^ Vide Appendix, E £. 
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^awever; 'did not come up in time. Le Febvre awiied to Sir John- 
Moore^ that when he saw nothing but the cavalry piquets^ he con*- 
eluded that all the rest of the army had left Benavente.. This in* 
duced him to cross the river ; and^ when once over^ he could not^ 
he said, without fighting, retreat with such a corps as he com- 
manded, with men who had put to flight thirty thousand Russians 
at Austerlitz. 

As the soldier to whom he had surrendered had taken from him 
his sword, the General presented him with a fine £ast-Indian sabre. 

Towards the evening the Enemy brought up some field-pieces, an4 
cannonaded the piquets from the heights on the opposite side of the 
river ; but without the least effect. 

Lord Paget drew off" the Cavalry at night, and followed the Reserve 
to LaBanessa. As the intelligence and circumstances were still not 
so decisive as to enable Sir John Moore to determine whether he 
should in the last resource retire upon Vigo or Corunna, it was of 
importance that he. should retain the power of choosing that port 
which would best suit his purposes. He, therefore^ found it neces- 
sary to detach a light corps on the road to Orense, which is the 
shortest route to Vigo ; foreseeing, that if he neglected this precau- 
tion, the Enemy might seize the road by one of their light detach- 
ments, precede the columns of the British by forced marches,, and 
deprive them of the choice of Vigo ; or, by seizing some of the 
passes in front, retard and embarrass the retreat exceedingly. 

Besides these strong motives, provisions had become extremely 
deficient, and it was doubtful if the whole army could be tolerably 
subsisted on one road. 

For these reasons General Craufurd was detached, with three 
thousand men lightly equipped, on the road to Orense. If pursued^ 
he could take up a strong position behind the river Minho^ and there 
check for some time the advance of the French. 
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The rest of the army proceeded to Astoi^ ; and Sir David Baird^s 
column^ coming from Valencia, again united there with Sir John 
Moore ; who was extremely disconcerted to find that the town was 
preoccupied, and filled with the troops of the Marquis of Romana. 

This General did not destroy the bridge of Mansilla, as had been 
requested. The guard he left there was charged by a party of 
Soult's cavalry ; and the Spaniards fled, or surrendered themselves 
prisoners. 

The Duke of Dalmatia then advanced on this road to Leon ; 
which City, instead of making the obstinate defence that was ex- 
pected, opened its gates at once to the Enemy, and furnished them 
with as many rations as they required. 

Thus was Sir John Moore* perpetually disappointed in every assist- 
ance that was expected from the Spaniards. He had repeatedly 
vequested the Marquis of Romana to leave the roads to Galicia clear 
for the British ; and wished the Marquis to £aU back upon the 
Asturias ; because, when the Enemy proceeded towards Gralicia, this 
Spanish army might have interrupted the French convoys, or com- 
pelled them to employ large detachments for their protection. In 
the Asturias they could certainly be eminently useful, and quite safe. 
But all remonstrances were in vain ; the Marquis entertained a dif- 
ferent opinion, and resolved to push across to Orense, . in front of the 
British. Thus the Spanish army, instead of being of the slightest 
utility to the English, by consuming the provisions, and filling the 
roads with their mules and carts, were a most serious impediment. 

The appearance of this army was extremely melancholy : it was 
ill armed, wretchedly clothed, and very sickly. But no reproach 
ought to be thrown upon these troops for the little resistance they 
made: their native courage is undoubted; and they endured the 
most cruel privations with the utmost patience. But their deplor- 
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able^ almost famished condidon, and the total want ct officers^ 
would have disheartened the bravest people. 

Astorga was one of the dep6ts which had been fonned for warlike 
stores, with the view of offensive operations in conjunction with the 
Spanish armies ; which gave an opportunity of supplying the Mar- 
quis's troops widi musquetSy and as much ammunition as they could 
carry off. The rest was necessarily destroyed* 

The corps under Sir David Baird had brought their camp equipage 
from Corunna to Astorga, and had deposited it there. But this was 
no country for such conveniences : there were no means of removing 
it, and the whole was ordered to be consumed. Many officers had 
brought along with them a considerable quantity of baggage, and 
the overloaded mules fell behind. But the Greneral would not suffer 
a soldier to be detained by the baggage ; and gave strict orders, that 
every horse or mule that could not keep up with the columns should- 
be abandoned. 

Being most anxious for the good conduct of the Troops, he issued 
the following encouraging order. 

^^ Gexeeal Orders. 

^* Head Quarters^ Jst&rga^ SOthDec. 1808. 
^ The present is a moment when the Army is neces- 
^^ sarily called upon to make great efforts, and to submit to pri- 
^^ vations, the bearing cheerfully with which is a quality not less 
" estimable than valour. 

^^ The good- will of the inhabitants will be particularly useful to 
^^ the Army, and can only be obtained by good conduct on the part 
" of the Troops. 

^^ The Commander of the Forces cannot impress too strongly on 
^^ the whole Army the necessity of this ; and he trusts that the 
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^' Generals and the Commanding Officers will adopt such measures, 
^^ both on the march and in the cantonments, as will ensure it 

^' It is very probable that the Army will shortly have to meet the 
^< Enemy ; and the Commander of the Forces has no doubt that they 

will eagerly imitate the worthy example which has been set them 

by the Cavalry, on several recent occasions, and particularly in tfie 
*^ adair of yesterday ; in which Brigadier-general Stuart, with an 
** inferior force, charged and overthrew one of the best corps of 

Cavalry in the French Army. 

The Generals will immediately inspect the baggage of the bri- 
^^ gades and divisions. They are held responsible that it does not 
** ei&ceed the proportion fixed by the General Orders.'* 

It is known that Buonaparte had fully expected to have reached 
Benavente as soon as, or before, the British ; and the Duke of Dal- 
xAatia hoped, that they would be so much retarded by Buonaparte's 
attacks, that he might, by forced marches through Leon, precede 
i|iem at Astorga. The little resistance made by the Spaniards at 
Mansilla, and the immediate submission of Leon, fecilitated this 
plan. Had either been in time, the British would have been sur* 
rounded. But Buonaparte was anticipated in both his projects; and^ 
while a part of his cavalry was repulsed by Lord Paget, the van of the 
British Army, under General Fraser, entered and secured Astorga. 

The advanced guard, and the main body of the British Army, on 
theSOth of December, moved on to Villa FVanca; and Sir John Moore, 
with General Paget and the reserve, followed on the 31st. They 
marched to Camberos that evening; and the cavalry followed at 
night. The piquets on the road from La Benesa, who were posted 
to watch Buonaparte's cavalry, and those at the bridge at Orbigo 
to attend to Soult's, retired as the Enemy advanced. The cavalry 
reached Cambero3 at midnight ; when immediately the reserve prO'* 
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ceeded, and arrived next morning (Jan. 1) at Bembydre, precisely 
as the preceding divisions were marching off to Villa Franca. . 

The scene of drankenness that presented itself here was disgusting. 
The stragglers from the preceding divisions so crowded the houses, 

« 

that there was hardly accommodation for the reserve : while groups 
of the half^naked and unfortunate peasants belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Romana completed the confusion. The Marquis was moving 
towards Orense ; but his troops were dispersed in all directions, fill- 
ing the neighbouring towns. 

The French were following so close, that their patroles, during 
the night, fell in with the cavalry piquets. 

When Buonaparte reached Astorga he was joined by the Duke of 
Palmatia. The whole Army that was assembled there amounted to near 
70,000 men, independently of other corps, which were countermanded 
from their former destination, though not yet come up. It iaiiatural 
to imagine that a man so accustomed to succeed in all his plans must 
have been bitterly disappointed to find that, notwithstanding his ex- 
ertions, the British were beyond his reach. He here reviewed this 
immense force; and perceiving, by the masterly arrangements of 
his Enemy, that it was no longer possible to intercept him, he halted 
to watch the event. Three Marshals of France, with as many di- 
visions, were commanded to follow the Brirish closely, and to desttoy 
them, either before or during their embarkation. And some other 
corps followed those divisions, to support them. 

Although the Enemy had hitherto been completely frustrated, yet 
a multitude of severe distresses were now accumulating upon the British, 
which the prudence of their Leader could not avert. Deluges of cold 
rain fell, chilling and drenching the soldiers, who were wading in bad 
roads deep with mud. It was often difiicult to procure shelter when 
they halted ; or fuel to dry their clothes, or to dress their food. The 
provisions were often scanty, and irregularly procured; for the baggage. 
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magazines, and stores, were transported^ on carts, drawn chiefly by 
Spanish, mules and bullocks ; but the drivers, terrified by the approach 
and attacks of the French cavalry, often raa away in the night* 
time, leaving ^ their waggons ; persuaded, that if they fell into the 
hands of the French they would be massacred. Tlie bullocks and 
mules, unfortunately, could not be made to move, except by the 
native drivers. Thus provisions and stores were fiiequently obliged 
to be destroyed, to prevent their falling into the possession of the 
Enemy; and, for the same reason, the weak, the sick, and the 
wounded, were necessarily left behind. 

Truth makes it necessary to mention, that the inhabitants of Spain 
gave little aid to their persevering Allies, who were encountering every 
evil for them, and made no attempt to annoy, or to retard the 
finemy. Had the armed Spaniards harassed the flanks and rear 
of the French Army, they might, with little danger to themselves, 
have retarded their advance, and diminished their numbers ; instead 
of which, they never fired a musket at a Frenchman ; and often fled 
from their houses at the approach of the English ; barring their doors, 
'and carrying ofl^ mules, carts, oxen, forage, and provisions; in short, 
whatever could lessen the distres^s, or contribute to the comfort 
of their friends. This conduct on the part of the Spaniards excited 
much animosity in the breasts of the English, and was the cause of 
many disorders. But I have no doubt that the passive conduct of 
the peasantry was owing to their rulers never oi^nising them, nor 
leading thend forward. Sir John Moore always entertained this opi- 
nion. In his Journal and letters he praises the pec^le, and depre* 
' cates the apathy and weakness of their Chiefs ; for he was not aware 
that there were traitors among them, wlio paralysed the Nation* 

It has been tnentioned, that, on *the Ist of January, the General 
found the litde town of Bembydre iiUed with (Stragglers of the pre- 
ceding divisions. And When he ttfarehed i^th tht l^rve and! the 

BB 
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cavalry to Viliafraaoa oo the -morning of the 2nd^ he left Colonel 
Ross .with the 20th regiment, and a small detaehment of cavaliyy to 
cover the town, while pardes were aevt to. nvam the stragglers, 
amoHiijting to near a thousand men> of thrar danger, and to drive 
them, ' if possible, out of the houses. Some few were prevailed upon 
to move on ; but lu^ther ihreats, nor the approach of dbie Enemy, 
could induce the greater number to quit the houses. At length the 
Tear-*guard was compelled to march and leave these senseless people to 
their fate : yet a small detachment of cavalry covered the whole, and 
only quitted the town on the af^proaoh of the Bnemy : then, from 
the immediate danger, the road was filled with Spanish and British 
stragglers (armed and unarmed), mules, carts, women and children, 
all mingled in strange confusion. 

Four or five squadrons of French Cavaky were seen moving fiom 
JBembydre, their advanced-guard firing at a patrole of the 15th Hus- 
jsars. On their approach the detachment in the rear was compelled 
to retire, And were closely puiBued for several miles. As the French 
dragooiisijs galloped through the long line of stra^lers, they slashed 
ih^lb wi^ their {^wordamerciilessly to the right and kft: andthes^ 
m0n w^re so insensible irom liquor, as neither to make re^istaiiqe nor 
.get out iof the road. The pursuit continued till checked by General 
Paget with the reserve, who repulsed them. 

The reserve halted mt Cacabelos, and the greatest p^rt of the cavalry 
at Villafranca. On arriving at this town the General heard with 
vexation, that great irregularitie3 Iwd also been committed there by 
the preceding divisions. The G}mmissarie3 reported thitt the Muga- 
wiea had been pliwdered^ ^isores of .wine hiA been broke open^ and a 
gre$kt quiOitity of forage find provisions 9poiled. One m»n who w^ 
detected itc committing the$e (E^tf^ties waaf n^ade im ^juimple oi^ in 
the hope of preventing ^uch cranes in future : as^ to wmww the 
siikK^9 <>i the ifHserahle <xH0b9equence9 of theijf drunkesiiMlss, and of 
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quitting their corps, soiae of those stragglers who had been shockingly 
maogliad by- the cavall?y, were shewn thi^ugh the ranks* Thus every 
measure was adopted that pruden^ce could devise^ to put a stop to this 
bad conduct. 

On the 3rd of January four or five thousand French cavalry were 
seen (at one o'clock in. the forenoon) advancing cautiously within a^ 
league of Cacabelos. The 95th and a detachment of British cavalry 
occupied a hill about half a league in front of the tpwn^ through^i 
wliich a shallow river ran^ and part oS the reserve waS' posted on the 
of^osite bank. 

Sir John; Mooro commanded the 95iAi to retire thrQ\:^h the towtx 
and over a bridge. But wlnle the t^o rear companies were passing^ 
along a narrow street, the cavalry piqpet repeated precipitately 
through them, and the Ej^emy's cayali^ pursued so closely that some 
&w soldiers of the 95th wens nutde pnscmens* Tlie Biiemy's dis* 
mpunted chasseurs immediately advsUKsed: rapidly, , crossed the liver in 
gneat fonce, and. attacked the 95th^ the cavalry joining in the onset 

The 95th were directed to retreat i|p some, hills among vineyards; 
which they did slowly^ in a. very pliant majaner^ galling, the Enemy 
with a welli-aimed fii^ from . their ri£L9^,. 

The French cavalry^ charged up the road^ but were driven back 
with considerable slaughter by the. 95th. General Colbert, who 
commanded the advanced'-giiwd of the Prench, was among the slain* 

A large column of the Enemy were next observed descending the 
hill on. the opposite side of the river. Immediately the artillery at- 
tached to the reserve; opened upon; this column, a severe fire, which 
stopt theur movement.. In this at^ok the Enemy suffered much. 
Sir Johi^. Moore towards the evening \vitbdrew; the reserve to Villa- 
fvancai and. being aware that the greater part, of the Enemy's army 
^ere veiy near, he resolved to. make^ a night march to H^rrerias. 



. The country now being Inclosed and moimtainottd, the cavalry were 
sent on before to Lugo ; tibe reserve did not quit Villafranca till ten 
o'clock at night, and arrived at Herrerias at midnight. 

The General here received a favourable description of the ground 
in front of Lugo ; and as he perceived that the Enemy were pressing 
hard upon him, he conceived that it would be more advantageous to 
fight them there, than to suflPer his troops to be continually^ harassed 
on the march. 

He therefore came to the determination to offer battle at Lugo ; and 
\iTote dispatches to Sir David, who was far in front, to halt there. 
He inclosed in the packet letters to be forwarded, with similar orders, 
to Genends Hope and Fraser who commanded the advanced divisions. 

This dispatch being of the utmost importance. Sir John Moore sent 
it by his Aid<le-Camp (Captain Napier), accompanied by an orderfy 
dragoon. Capt. Napier reached Nogales, and delivered it with tihe 
inclosures to Sir David Baird, who forwarded them to the respective 
officers. The orderly dragoon who was entrusted with these last let- 
ters got drunk on the road, and lost them. 

. By this unlucky accident General Fraser, with his division, pro- 
ceeded a full day's journey towards Vigo, the original destination, 
and was countermarched next day. The weather was dreadful ; so 
that this division instead of comfortably resting these two days at 
Lugo, as was intended, were excessively harassed, and lost many 
men from fatigue. 

Accounts were this day (January 4th) received frt)m Engineers, 
and others, respecting Vigo and Corunna. The report respect- 
ing the peninsula of Betanzos was the most favourable ; and as 
Vigo was three long marches more distant, Sir John Moore deter- 
mined to retreat towards Corunna, in preference to Vigo. He sent 
off immediately two expresses, by different routes, to Rear-Admi- 
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ral Sir Samuel Hood, to request he would send round the transports 
to Corunna. To this place letters were likewise sent^ that provisions 
might be forwarded, and preparations made for the reception of the 
troops. 

While the reserve were marching towards Nogales, they found 
between thirty and forty vi^gons with stores for the Marquis of Ro- 
mana's army. These waggons were filled \ntli arms, ammunition, 
shoes, and clothing from England : for by the arrangement that th& 
Spaniards observed, their army was left destitute of every necessary, 
and abundant supplies were now moving on the road — precisely at 
the time the French were advancing. No stronger presumptive proof 
could be brought of treason having deeply pervaded the Spanish 
councils. 

There were no means of carrying back these stores : some of the^ 
shoes, and such things as could be made use of, were distributed to( 
the troops as they passed, and the rest were destroyed. 

On a hill above Nogales there were some artillery wa|^;ons be- 
longing to the Spaniards which had been abandoned : and two sol- 
diers and a woman, who had drunk to excess, were lying dead in the 
snow. This was a shocldng scene. The reserve reached Nogales in 
the afternoon, and here Sir John learnt the provoking loss of his dis- 
patch, and the march of General Fraser's division on the Vigo. road. 

On the morning of the 5th of January the reserve left Nogales ; 
the Enemy entering the town soon after the rear quitted it. There 
was a bridge here, which for want of a sufficiency of proper tools was 
not completely destroyed ; but this was of little importance as the 
river was fordable. There were some Officers who criticised, occa- 
sionally, the operations that were adopted, in a manner injurious to 
the service ; and this subject of blowing up bridges was one of those 
upon which they chiefly dwelt. General Paget at length mentioned 
this to Sir John Moore, and pressed him to destroy more bridged. 
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Sir JxiikHy in answer, requested him to Look around and examine, 
with him more particularly tiie nature of the rivers over which these 
bridges were thrown. He pointed out to him, that both infaaatiy 
and cavalry could usually pass a little above or below the bridge : 
and that the obstruction to artillery would be quickly repaired by an 
army constituted like the French. That it must likewise be reco^ 
l^cted, that the destruction of these stroog^ bridges could not be soon, 
effected ; and that the troops must halt during that time. So that 
when this loss was deducted, it would be found that the advantage was: 
much less considerable than was imagined. Whenever any important 
advantage could arise from blowing up a bridge, he thought it cer- 
tainly should be done : but he* was. persuaded tiiat Greneral; Paget 
would agree with him, that when the advantage was less, it was a. 
cruel measure to do^sueh lasting mischief to those allies we camet to 
baielBt^ as to rmn, for a length of time, the communications* of their 
country. 

This was^ the defence that Sir John Moore made, for what some, 
perhaps, thought a n^ect ; bat which increased Genoal Paget^s. 
esteem for his fiiend and coimnander*' 

The Rifle Corps, which always mawhod with tibc reserve, covwedt 
the rear; and the Enemy being close at hand it was engaged nearly 
the whole of this day. In such circumstances it was impossible to 
suffik* any thing to retard the march ol the column: whatever could 
not keep up was therefore destroyed. 

There were even two carts with dollars to the amount of fiveand 
twenty thousand pounds, which fell behind^ This money had been 
brought} forward from Gorunna with Sir David Baird's corps^ audi 
was under the charge of Mr. Courtney belonging to the Paymaster^ 
general's department The means provided for its conveyance weve* 
insuiBoient; for tiie carts were drawn by tardy, bullocks who werp' 
quite (^lausted by fotigue, and could not be got on. After every 
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effort was made in vain, the casks were at length rolled down a pre- 
cipice on the side of the road, and the advanced-guard of the French 
passed the place in five minutes afterwards. It was afterwards learnt 
by some prisoners, that this money was found by the Spanish peasants. 

There is a hill above Constantino, and the General feared that in 
descending the column would be severely annoyed. To protect it he 
halted the Rifle C!orps and Horse Artillery at the top of the hill ; and 
as the road was winding and exposed, their position was good. In 
dbe mean time the remainder of the reserve retired over the hill. 
*Tlie Enemy pereeiving that if they advanced they would be saluted 
with the guns, halted their column for more than half an hour behind 
another hill : and, as soon as the rear of the reserve had nearly reached 
'the bridge of Crnistentino, and were in safety, the Artillery and Rifle 
CIcMrps ^uddeidy retired also, and the whole passed over without loss. 

Upon this occasion the Enemy acted with exoess of caution, but 
-afterwards pom<ed down the hill. General Paget was dien ordered to 
defend the bridge and die banks of die river, with die 28th and 
95th; wlule Sir John Moore drew up the SSnd, 20th, and 91st regi- 
ments on a iitrong position on the top of a hiU near the river : the 
Horse-artillery were likewise well posted. This position was hardly 
taken when the attack commenced. The Enemy's cavalry and dis- 
mounted chasseurs attempted to pass the bridge, but the well-directed 
"fire of die artillery and of the rear-guard drove them quickly back. 
They repeatedly advanced, for the skirmishing continued tiU night, 
die Enemy's numbers always augmenting ; but General Paget main- 
tained the bridge, and preserved his positioa 

At eleven at night General Paget received orders to retire to Lugo, 
while the remainder of the reserve were under arms to protect him. 
The reserve were much^tigued by their exertions, and were quartered 
near Lugo. The following Order was issued next day. 
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General Orders. 
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Head Quarters, Lugo, ^ih January, 1809. 






^^ Generals and Commanding Officers of Corps must be as 
* '^sensible as the Commander of the Forces, of the complete disorga- 
** nization of the army. 

" The advanced-guard of the French is already close to us, and it 
^' is to be presumed that the main body is not far distant ; an action 
** may, therefore, be hourly expected, Kthe Generals and Command- 
^* ing Officers of Regiments (feeling for the honour of their country 
•'* and of the British arms) wish to give the army a fair chance of 
^^ success, they will exert themselves to restore order and discipline 
'^ in the regiments, brigades, and divisions which they command. 
^^ The Commander of the Forces is tired of giving Orders which 
are never attended to : he therefore appeals to the honour and feel- 
ings of the Army he commands ; and if those are not sufficient to 
^^ induce them to do their duty, he must despair of succeeding by any 
^^ other means. He was forced to order one soldier to be shot at 
^^ VUlafranca^ and he will order all others to be executed who are 
guilty of similar enormities : but he considers that there would be 
no occasion to proceed to such extremities if the Officers did their 
duty : as it is chiefly from their negligence, and from the want of 
proper regulations in the regiments, that crimes and irregularities 
'^ are committed, in quarters and upon the march.*' 

The remarks in this Order are extremely severe ; but this was not a 
moment to employ flattery. It was undoubtedly right to adopt what- 
ever measure would succeed best to restore order ; and it was expected 
that the appeal to the honour of the Officers was most likely to stimu- 






J93 

late ' them to make every exertion* Nor was the Commatider dis- 
appoiated. 

On examming the gnmnd near Lugo, a position was found on wiueh 
he would have been happy to have engaged. The Enemy appeared 
about mid-day, but nothing senous occurred. 

Next morning (January 7th) the French planted four pieces of ar- 
tillery on the front of the British, and commenced a cannonade. The 
fire was returned by the British Artillery, who dismounted one of the 
Enetny'd guns. Towards the evening some French regiments at- 
tacked the right of the British, and were chiefly dpposed by the 
Guards and General Lekh's brigade. 

, Sir John Moore then observed the Enenry movitig to his left, his 
l^ht troops skiraiishing with the piquetst. He conceited th«Lt file 
principal attack would be m^de on that point, and tlie propel ^vderS 
were immediately given. 

The divisions wete all at their posts, and he galloj^d to the spot. 

A part of the 76th regiment at first retired before a strong eoluiiin 
of the Enemy^ at tlie head of which was their tnuch-^esteetified 3nd 
light infantry battalkon, wbieh advanced rapidly. 

The General^ by accident, found himself in front of the 51st regi- 
ment, in which he had served as an Ensign. He addressed them in 
an animated tone, and commanded them to advance : when the light 
company of the 76th rushed forward with charged bayonets, and 
drove the Enemy down the bill with considerable loss. 

In this sharp skirmifidi Captain Roberts of the 51st was shot in the 
hand, but before the Frenchman could recover his musket he was 
transfixed by a soldier of the 76th named Canner. This brave fellow 
bayoneted two other Frenchmen, and was rewarded by proniotkxu 

The General having witnessed this gallant attack, bestowed de« 
served praises upon the 76th. 

c c 
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The Enemy after this repiulse returned no more : and Sir John 
thence conjectured that Marshal Soult's design had been to recon- 
noitre his position, previously to an attack which he expected to be 
made next mormng. 

To prepare and animate the army he threw out this Order. 

^* General Orders. 

« 

^^Near Lugo^ 1th January, 180». 

^^ The Army must see that the moment is now come 
•* when, after the hardships and fatiguing marches they have under- 
^* gone, they will have the opportunity of bringing the Enemy to ac- 
" tion. The Commander of the Forces has the most perfect confi- 
^^ dence in their valour, and that it is only necessary to bring them to 
^^ close contact with the £nemy in order to defeat them ; and a defeat, 
^^ if it be complete, as he trusts it will be, virill, in a great measure, 
** end their labours. 

^^ The General lias no other caution to give them, than not to 
throw away their fire at the Enemy's skirmishers, merely because 
they fire at them ; but to reserve it till they can give it with eflFect/* 






The General had received certain intelligence that three divisions 
of the French army were now in his front ; which, though a force con- 
/siderably superior to his own, he wished to engage. He knew he 
could not get rid of them, and he conceived it more advantageous to 
fight in his present position, than either at Betanzos or in the act of 
embarking. 

The artillery, under the excellent direction of Colonel Harding, 
was drawn into the field with great labour, and judiciously planted. 
Hie preparations for the reception of the Enemy continued till nighti 
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It is proper now to recal to the reader's recollection, the positive 
assurance given by the Central Junta to Sir John Moore, on the 8th 
of December^ that in a month 44,000 Spanish soldiers should be 
united to his army. And to stamp this engagement with complete 
validity, they deputed a Member of the Junta to confirm it *. 

Mr. Frere, being determined that every thing should be done to 
give full authority to this mission, and to convince the General that 
implicit reliance ought to be placed on the Spanish Declaration, de- 
puted also Charles Stuart, Esq. the diplomatic agent, to introduce 
the Spanish Deputy, and to present Mr. Frere's letter from Truxillo. 
It appears from that letter that Mr. Frere stifled his feelings to avoid 
giving oiSenc^ to Sir John Moore, but thought proper to mention to 
him, that, if he persisted in his own measures, he would bring indelible 
disgrace upon his Country, and do the utmost possible mischief to the 
cause of Spain, exclusive of attacking the Spanish army. 

It was hardly possible to doubt the fulfilment of an engagement 
voluntarily contracted by the Spanish Government, confirmed by 
the British Minister, and presented with so much solemnity. But 
the month is now expired, and not a Spanish soldier is to be 
seen. The British army has been followed and assailed by all 
the disposable French army, and is totally abandoned by the 
Spaniards ; who neither unite with them, according to their own 
stipulation, nor has a single Spanish Corps advanced to attack, or 
even to threaten the French posts, now weakened by the absence of 
their army. 

Thus was Sir John Moore again deceived by a mission from 
the Spanish Government and the British Minister; and his de- 
voted troops had nothing to trust to but their arms, and their 
General. 

* Vide page 134 to 139. 
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Early in the morDing of the 8tli of January the army was marshalled 
in array, and offered battle to the Enemy. The Commander rode 
through the ranks, and had the pleasure of finding that, in conse- 
quence of the Orders he had issued, of the exertions of the officers, 
and, above all, of the hopes of an action, regularity was restored. 
The ax'tillery, cavalry, and reserve, who had been so often engaged^ 
were envied by the other divisions, who wished also to have their 
share of fighting. When the General perceived that the troops were 
qbedient to couimand^ and full of confidence, he was satisfied, and 
Ignged for the advance of the Enemy. 

But Marshal Soult stirred not from his post. He had now experienced 
the talents of the General, and the intrepidity of the troops he had 
to encounter. 

From thb backwardness it was concluded, that his intention was 
to harass the British as much as possible during their march, and 
to defer his attack tiU the embarkation. 

On the other hand the British Commander perceived, that it 
would be equally imprudent for him to attack the strong position of 
the French, or to remain longer in his own. 

If he advanced, Marshal Soult was posted on formidable heights, 
protected by enclosures, and could not be approached without great 
loss. He might engage partially, and retire when he pleased: if 
such an attack failed, the army was undone ; and even if it succeeded, 
the situation of the British would only be rendered worse ; for rein- 
forcements would soon join the Enemy ; the retreat must be resumed, 
and every wounded man left behind. 

It was also deemed impossible to remain in their present position ; 
for the numbers of the Frencli would soon become too great to be 
mthstood ; or they might push on corps on either fiank by the lateral 
roads, cut off the communication with the coast, and surround the 
British. But, even if these dangers could have been hazarded, it 
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n'as impofisible to remain- two daif9, from the want of provisions. 
llie ccmntry could fiimisb nothing moWy and adequate means for 
conveying supplies finom Coiraniia were wanting. The G)i6missariat 
was by no means on a scale for such measures^ and the British 

M 

army was too weak to guard the convoys. 

To retreat to the coast was, -therefore, indispensable ; and to avoid 
the annoyance of attacks on the rear-guard, and to elude the Enemy, 
the General resolved to march otf that njght. 

The different brigades were directed to quit the grouiad at ten 
o'clock at night, leaving fires burning to deceive the Enemy. But, 
owing to the darkness of the nighir^ the badness of the toads, and 
mistakes of the guides, some of the coliimns did not reach the walls 
of Lugo till two o'clock in the morning. They, however, proceeded, 
though it rained the whole night, tetiA the following day.! 

Before the reserve left Ltigo the Getieral published another warji^ 
ing, to repress the irregtdarfties bf the m^ch. 

" General Orders. 

■ •* Iread' QuaHcrSy * LugOy 9th January y 1 809. 

" It is evCdent that the Enemy will not fight this 
^^ Army^ notwithstanding the superiority of his numbers ; but will 
** endeavour to harass and tease it upon its majch^ 

^* The Gommandec of the Forces requests that it may be ciarefully 
** explained to the Soldiers, that their safety depends solely upon^ 
^^ their keepiUj^ their di villous, and marching with their regiments ;. 
** that those who stop in villages^ or straggle on the march, will 
*^ inevitably be cut off* by the French cav^ry ; who have hitherto; 
" ishewri little- mercy even to the feeble and infirm, w^ho have fellen 
*^ intd their hands. 
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'' The army has still eleven leagues to march, the soldiers must 
^' make an exprtion to aecprnpUsh tikem ; the rear-guard cannot stop, 
^' and those wLo fall behind must take their fate/' 

Unfortunately, no attempt to prQ3erve regularity on the march 
was altogether effectual. The corps in which there was the least 
straggling were, the Artillery, the Guards, and the Reserve. The 
Artillery consist of peculiarly well-behaved men ; tbe Guards were 
the strongest body of men in the army, and consequently suffered least 
from fatigue : besides, they are strictly disciplined, and their non- 
commissioned officers 2ffp excellent. The Reserve was commanded 
by an indef^^tigable Officer^ and the regiments that composed it were 
admirable. . f 

On this day's marcjii^ ^ the first halt was at Valmeda ; aud^ as 
there was no shelter, they were obliged to remain exposed to a 
torrent of rain. The diflFerent- columns were ordered to be again 
under arms early in the evening ; but many of the regiments had 
been severely harassed, by being called out by their commanding 
officers, on false alarms. The fatigue sustained and the hardships 
suffered \yere very great^ and scarcely to be endured by the weak. 
Sore feet afflicted many, and rendered it impossible for them to keep 
th^ir ranks ; but others left them from the love of wine, and perhaps 
from worse motives. , 

Marshal Soult ^vas, however, able to take little advantage of th^se 
circumstances. The mortifying checks he had received on the 5th 
and 7 A of January, and the menacing attitude of the Army on the 
8th, had alarmed him ; and, bv the sudden retreat of the British, so 
much ground wa^ gained, that he was completely baffled., For the 
French did not discover the retreat till long after dayrj;ght;. and 
their cavalry were not prepared to leave Lugo till after nine, in the 
morning of the 9th. 
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This gave much time, and the only difficulty was the protection 
of the loiterers. The advanced-guard of the Enemy at length came 
up in the evening, and hung upon the rear. And General Paget, 
with the reserve, was ordered to take up a position, for the protec- 
tion of the stragglers, some miles from Bietanzos, where he remained 
all night. 

It was found preferable that the soldiers should endure the cold 
and rain of a severe night, rather than be exposed to the irresistible 
temptation of the wine-houses in the town. The other divisions of 
the army were quartered in Betanzos. 

So much fatigue had been endured, in the march from Lugo, that 
Sir John Moore halted, on the 10th, to give the soldiers repojse. 
He there published a fresh Order, . being unwearied in exertions 
to diminish the irregularities, though he could not entirely restore 
discipline. 

4 

, I 

^' General Ordebs. 

*^ Head Suartersj Betanzos y 1 0th Jan. 1809. 

^* A GREAT ^ deal of irregularity has arisen from the 
^^ practice of some Commanding Officers allbwing Soldiers, who pre* 
" tend to be bad marcihers, to precede their corps. Men of this 
^* description, whom commanding officers may think expedient to 
^^ send fonvard, must be placed under an officer, who is held respon- 
" sible for tlieir conduct. 

CMemorandumJhr General Officers.^ 

^ To prevent the renewal of the same scene which the march of 
^^ last night presented, the Commander of the Forces directs that, 
^* previously to the march tp-morrow morning, the General Officers 
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^' will se^ their dlviaioas and brigadesi propeirly formed ; thaC they 
^^ wheel them by sections ; and that, dunpag the march, they pay 
" constaat attention to the preservation of that order/' 

A letter was rpceived on tl>e 11th of January from Mn Frere, who 
IS endeavouring to be of use. 
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Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

: ' , .■ ■ » 

^^ SIR, Snilley Dec. 2St/i, at flighty iSOS. 

* ^^ T6e inclosed intelligence appear^ to me erf such 
^^ importance, that, though I shoiild hope that there could be little 
*^ doubt of your having already received it from other quartei:^, I 
^^ have thought it right to send off a courier with it, with the pro- 
^^ mise of a reward in proportion to his dispatch. 

*^ There is nothing in the state of things here vvhich can make it 
" worth while to detain him. I am endeavouring to persuade the 
*^ Grovemment to take some steps for securing tlie great towns in 
^* this provinee, instead of relying upon the defence of military posi- 
^' tfoas, with peaAanis dressed in vod^nn. There are 10,000 in 
^' Despena Penos; o£ whom 6000 only are armed. Y<yu will see that 
^^ the siege of Barcelona has been ruised. The beaten army hove, 
^^ however^ re^assembled at a very short distanc^i 

^^ In La Mancha there seems to be a beginning of seni^hing Mke 
*' enterprize, and a disposition to worry the Enemy as far as is in 
^^ their power. I am not yet able to make any report upon the sub- 
*^ ject of the dispatches of the 10th, from Lord Castlereagh's Office. 
*^ Orders are sent, as yosi desire, to the Juntas of Gfudadt Rodrigo, 
^^ Salamanca, and Zamora, ibr pvttkig those towiid in A state of 
^^ temporary defence, said' arming the inhabitants. 
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" I have proposed (I hope with your approbation) that the same 
" measure should be extended to Toro, and even to Astorga. 

" Believe me, with great truth and respect, 

« Sir, 
" Your most obedient hxmible servant, 

'' J. H. Frerb.- 

Here we perceive Mr. Frere striving, a little too late, to check 
the progress of the Enemy, by fortifying the provincial towns, and 
by raising up the formidable obstacles which he described in such 
energetic terms in his letter from M erida. He expected, I suppose^ 
that this plan would now be realized. Salamanca, Zamora, Toro^ 
and Astorga, are to be surrounded with bulwarks ; and not to be 
overcome by the French but at the price of their blood. For 
Mr. Frere had certainly forgotten he was in Spain in the nineteenth 
century; and, by a poetical flight, had transported himself to Greece 
during the invasion of Xerxes. When he awakened from this trance, 
he must have been astonished to learn that not one of these towns 
ever made the least shew of resistance, but most servilely opened 
their gates, and the inhabitants bowed their heads, at the approach 
of the first French patrole. 

To give a just idea of the real state of the country, we shall tran- 
scribe a passage of a letter from a very sensible Officer of Engineers, 
who was sent by Sir John Moore to survey the roads in Cairabria, 
and to endeavour to rouse up the people there to make an effort.. 
The letter is a Report to the General from the Capital of the district, 
dated LaPuebla, 1st January 1809. 

'^ With respect to the defenc*e of this place, which I am instructed 
*' to promote, I can give your Excellency no reason to expect that 
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^^ any will be ixiade. There is no artillery, no garrison, nor aratis^ 
" for the townsmen*. The Spamsh soldiers now here (about 700)- 
*^ are merely on their way to the Marqjiis de la Romana ; and as ta 
^ any neighbouring passes, there are no people whom I can call 
•* upon to occupy them, or should expect to defend them, however 
** naturally strong they may be ; for I see napeepFe who are think* 
" 4ng of the Enemy's advance with any sentiments beyond passive 
" dislike, and hopes of protection from God. and the English Army/' 

This is a natural description of the dispositioRs of the Spauiardsy 
from an observing man. 

On the 11th of January the Army marched from Betanzos, which 
was the last day's journey. There was a bridge at the outside of the 
town, which was attempted to be blo^m up. The Enemy's cavalry 
tried to interrupt this ; but they were driven baek by the 28th re- 
^ment. 

Sir John Moore^ being anxious to examine the positions near 
Corunna, left the Reserve und\3r General Paget, and proceeded from 
Betanzos with the main body of the Arniy. He passed every regi- 
ment, and addressed the G)mmanding. Officer of each ; observing to 
them, that tliere was no particular post for a Commanding Officer, 
who ought to range on the front, flank, and rear of his legjment ; 
that his eye shoidd be every where ; and that all straggling should 
be prevented by the activity of the Officers. 

This march was conducted with much more regularity than on 
former occasions ; yet eiglit or nine stragglers were detected, who 
had preceded the column, and had taken possession of a house,, and 
the wine contained in it. They were seized, and brought prisoners 
to the General : on which he halted the Army ; and the Command- 
kig Officers of the regiments, and the Captains of the companies, to 
which, the prisoners belonged, were sent for- Their haversacks were 






searched, to discover if they coubniied phiiuler; and lie eiu^uired how 
long the men had been absent from their reghneuts. 

An Officer replied to Sir John, that one of the prisoners, not being 
able to march witli the column, had been sent on before, according 
*o the Generars Orders. 

Sir John answered, ^^ that when he gave out Orders he considered 
*^ that he addressed them to Military men ; tor, were lie to write 
•** every detail, no Orderly Book could contain tliem ; that the man- 
*^ ner of obeying such an Order was, to form up sucli men as were 
^^ unable to march witli tlie regiment, and place them under the 

charge ofan officer or a non-commissioned officer; but, undoubtedly, 

they should not have been sent by themselves, to follow thek own 
<^ discretion. Sir,'' continued he, ^^ had I found plunder in &e pos^ 
^' session of this man, he must have been condemned to death; and 
" you would have been d%e cause of his guilt.'' 

Sir John rode on to Corunna, and viewed all the positions in the 
neighbourhood. The Guards and General Eraser's brigade were 
quartered in the town ; General Hope's division in the suburbs ; and 
General Paget, with the reserve, at £l-Burgo, near the bridge of 
the Mero, and in the villages on the St. Jago road. 

This bridge was destroyed ; and it was thought proper to destroy 
another, higher up the river ; but, by an unfortunate accident, the 
superintending Officer of Engineers lost his life by the explosion of 
the mine. 

The Army had now reached the sea-port from which £hey were 
to embark ; but adverse winds had detained the transports, or the 
whole would have been quickly on board in safety. Only a few ships 
lay in the harbour ; in which some sick men, and some stragglers^ 
who preceded the Army, calling themselves sick, iounediately 
embarked. 



The British Army thus arrived at Corunna entire and unbroken ; 
and, in a military point of view, the operation was successful and 
splendid. Nearly 7^,000 Frenchmen, led by Buonaparte, i\ith 
a great superiority of cavalry, had endeavoured in vain to sur- 
round or to rout 26,000 British. Two hundred and fifty miles 
of country had been traversed ; mountains, defiles, and ri\^rs, 
had been crossed, in daily contact udth their Enemy. Though often 
engaged, even their rear-guard was never beaten, nor thrown into 
confusion ; but ^^'as victorious in every encounter. 

Much baggage undoubtedly was lost, and some three-pounders were 
abandoned ; but nothing was taken by force. What was left was owing 
to the death of waggon-horses and mules, and not to their escort ever 
being defeated. The courage and menacing attitude maintained by 
the cavalry and reserve were sufficient always to repel and overawe 
the advanced-guard of the Enemy ; and at Lugo battle was o£f^»^ 
by this handftil of British to three divisions of French, commanded 
by their Marshals. This challenge was declined ; and the impression 
it made, enabled the British to terminate their march almost \m^ 
' disturbed. 

In fine, neither Napoleon nor the Duke of Dsdm^tia won a piece 
of artillery, a standard, or a single military trophy, from the British 
Army. 

The greatest danger was still to be incurred: the position at 
Corunna was found to be extremely bad, the transports were not 
arrived, and the Enemy were appearing on the heightis. Some 
experienced General Officers, of excellent judgment and distin- 
guish^ valour, were so impressed with the melancholy aspect of 
affairs, as to consider the state of the Army almost desperate. 
They thought it their duty to represent to the Commander of the 
Forces the little probability there was of being able to resist the attacks 
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of an Bnemy cannonading and pouring upon them from the hiUs, 
while they were waiting for shipping. And even should the trans- 
ports arrive^ to embark in the fece of a superior Enemy could not 
be accomplished without an enormous loss. From these consider- 
ations they counselled Sir John. Moore to send to the Duke of Dal- 
matian and propose to enter into terms with him, to permit the British 
army to embark unmolested. 

Sir John Moore without a moment's hesitation rejected this advice. 

It lias excited a natural surprise, why the British army did not retire 
upon Ferrol, and endeavour to save, at least, the Spanish Fleet from 
falling into the hands of the French ? Unfortunately, there was not 
that mutual cordiality between the two nations to admit of such a 
roeasure. It was well knoWn that the Spaniards would not admit the 
British within the gates of Ferrol, nor into any other Naval arsenaL 
This put it out of the question. But had the Spaniards been better 
disposed, the harbour of Ferrol is so winding and commanded by such 
high grounds, that the transports could never have got out. 

The French were seen next mioming (January 12) moving in force 
oh the opposite side of the river Mero. They took up a position near 
the villlige Perillo on the left flank, and occupied the houses along 
the river : while Sir John was incessantly occupied in preparing for 
th^ d^enoe of his post, and making every arrangement for the em- 
barka;don of the tro<^8. The Generals, and every Officer of the 
army, were now in fuU exiertion to restore discipline and regularity to 
the troops, which were receiving such refreshments as could be pro* 
cured in that place, and some repose from their toils. 
. On the 13th of January Sir David Baird marched out of Corunna 
with his divisiicu, to occupy the position on the swelling grounds, 
and to vemeki out all night 

Sir John now completed his examination of every plot of ground in 
the neighbourhood. 
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Had die araiy coa^i^ytcd of double its force^ by oeetipying the range 
of bills situated about four miles from Corunna, they could have de- 
fended themselves against very superior numbers. But this position 
was found much too extensive ; for the right and left flanks must 
have been exposed to be turned ; and the £nemy could have pene- 
trated to Corunna, especially by the right flank. The possession of 
these high hills was therefore obliged to be given up to the Enemy ; 
and the British were under the necessity of occupying a second range 
of much inferior heights. Disadvantageous as this position was, 
it was preferable to leaving it also to the Enemy, and coirtracting 
the posts close round the town. For, had that been done, the Enemy 
would have approached so near the shore that every movement would 
.have been seen, and the embarkation would ha^w been rendered quite 
impossible. 

Sir John Moore tlierefore determined, that one division under 
(General Hope should occupy a hill on the left, which commanded 
the road to Betanzos, but the height of which decreased gradually 
towards the village of Elvina, taking a curved direction. Sir David 
Baird's division commenced at this village and bending to the right, 
the whole formed nearly a semi-circle. The rifle corps on the right 
of Sir David Baird formed a chain across a valley, and conmramcated 
witib €reneral Eraser's division, which was drawn up near the road to 
Vigo, and about half a mile from Corunna. The reserve under Major- 
Oeneral Paget occupied a village on die Betanzos road, about half a 
mile in the rear of General Hope. 

Sir John Moore had been on horseback from day-break to make 
every arrangement for battle. He returned about eleven in tfhe fore- 
noon, exhausted with fetigue, and sent for Brigadier-Getieral Stuart, 
and desired him to proceed to England, and jexplain to Ministers the 
situation of the army. 
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He said a vessel would convey him, but lie was so tirbd he was in-^ 
capable of writing ; but that General Stuart being a competent judge 
of every thing, required no letter. 

He then rested, and took some refreshment ; and, two hours after-^ 
wards, the vessel not being quite ready, nor General Stuart gone, he 
called for paper and wrote off his last diapatch to Government*. 

On the ]/4th of January the Enemy commenced a cannonade on' 
the left, near the road to £l-Burgo ; the British- Artillery returned* 
this fire with great effect, and at last compelled the Enemy to dmw 
off their guns. 

There was found on a hill on the outside of the British posts a ma- 
gazine of 4000 barrels of gunpowder, which had been brought from' 
England, and was uselewdy left in store, while the Spanish armies- 
w ere without ammunition. The General ordered that as many bar- 
rels as possible should be conveyed to Cbrunna, which, for want c/t 
carts and mules, was a small portion, and that ^e rest should be 
bloHD up. The explosion^was^ tremendous,, and shook Corumia like 
an earthquake. 

In the evening the transports from Vigo hove in sight, which gave 
the troops the agreeable* prospect of being again^enabled to return to* 
their native shore. 

January 15th the Enemy advanced to the height where the maga-^ 
zine had been blown up, and opposite to the position of the British. 

The rifle coips skirmished with the Enemy's light troops on the 
right. 

In the evening Colonel Mackenzie of the 5th, commanding the ad-- 
vanced post on the left, perceived two of the Enemy's cannon not for 
distant. He imagined that by a sudden attack he might surprise 
them. He accordingly rushed for\\'ard gallantly with a part of his- 
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regiment; but in crossing -a field tins enterprising officer was shot^ 
and the attack failed. 

In forming the disposition for action. Sir John found that from the 
nature of the ground much artillery could not be employed. He di- 
rected that seven six-pounders and one howitzer should be placed 
along the line, and four Spanish guns were kept as a reserve, to be 
advanced to any point where they might be useful. The rest of the 
artillery were all embarked this day. 

When the out-posts became quiet, the General was busily occupied 
with Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master General j Lieutenant- Colonel 
Anderson ^, of the Adjutant-Generars department ; and the Naval 
Officers, in making arrangements for the embarkation ; which was * 
fixed for the next evening. But both on this day and on the 14th 
the sick, artillery, dismounted cavalry, and horses were incessantly 
embarking. 

Sir John Moore had this day the pleasure of receiving another 
letter from Mr. Frere, communicating the efforts he had made to 
check the advance of the French. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

^< SIR, Sevitky /an. 2wrf, 1 809. 

" Upon the receipt of your letter of the 23d, inform- 
" ing me of your march upon Carrion, I wrote to the Duke of Infan- 
*' tado, who was at Cuenca with a force superior to that which the 
^^ French had left in Madrid, urging him, in the most pressing man- 
" ner, to make a forward movement upon that capital. I left this 
" letter with the Junta, by whom it was agreed that corresponding 

* Brigadier General Clinton, Adjutant* General, fell sick, and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Anderson acted in his stead. 
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^^ instructions should be aenl to the Dul^e by the Ji^iijiater of 'Wan 
*' It was likewise agreed, that similar orders should be fprw£U*4ed at 
*^ the same time to the Marquis <tf Palaeios. 

*^ I have the honour to transmit; a copy of thepi^ which has been 
'^ since communichted to me ; and^ though I find them by no means 
^^ so pressing as I could have wished and expected, I have s^l thought 
" they were of suffidieat importiancetp justify my' Cbrwarding tjiem 
^^ to you. 

^' I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect. Sir, 

^* Your most obedient humble servant, 

There is no letter of Mr. Frere's undeserving of attention ; this is 
distinguished by urbanity m the expression, and energy in the matter. 

It is here announced, that he has written to the Duke of Infantado 
to urge him to march towards Madrid. 

This was onquestioiULbly done with the vi^w of relieving the British 
army: for as Sir Jj^hn Moore by threatening the .qonii]puniQatiQn9 
of Madrid had drawn up<»?L hhnself the whole French fqrce^; so Mr^ 
Prere, by writing to the Pl«kfi pf Infantado tctl^^tenM^id il;9pl^ 
might hope to recal part of .that, force from the ^3ritish fl^naxyr 

But there was a material difference between the activity of Mr^ 
Prere and Buonaparte, in their proceedings. - For ;Bupnaparte was 
informed of the advance of the British on tb^e 16th of JDe^ember : on 
the 18th his troops were in motion, and on the 2nd of January he 
had reached Astorga, with above 65,000 qicn; having, xnafqhcd 300 
miles to (^rround the Biiitish. 

Mr. Prere, on the other ha^nd, got tlie same int^Ujg^nce.^methiqg 
sooner; atni on th^ 2nd of Janu^y, when JBuonaparte. had reached 
his destination, he ;Wrot:aa letter to the Spanj^ih. General with a view 
to stop him. Mr. Frere's letter had certauily little influence in cheeky-- 

E E 
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iDg the Emperor ; but it might persuade the Secretary of State that 
he had done his utmost. 

On the morning of the 16th of January the French posted on the 
hills were apparently quiet ; no firing was heard : and the prepara- 
tions for embarking the army being now completed, the General re- 
solved to accomplish it that night. 

Orders were given that the transports should receive on board the 
troops of every corps, as fast as the boats came along side. It was 
inteiMled to sail to Vigo, and there shift the troops into their proper 
ships. 

This last Order was then issued out. 



" General Orders. 

** Htad Quarters f Corunnay \Qth January^ 1809. 

" The Commander of the Forces directs that Com- 
** manding Officers of Re^ments wilk as soon as possible after they 
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embark, make themselves acquainted with the names of the ships 
in which the men of their regiments are embarked, both sick and 
convalescent : and that they will make out the most correct states 
of their respective corps : that they will state the number of sick 
present, also those left at different places : and mention at the back 
^^ of the return where the men returned on command are employed.'' 

About noon the General sent for Colonel Anderson, to communi- 
cate his final instructions respecting the embarkation. He directed 
that he must continue to send sick men, horses, and baggage aboard 
the ship as quickly as possible : but that he wished all the boats to be 
disengaged at four in the afternoon ; for he intended, if the French 
did not move, to begin embarking the reserve at that houn And 
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that he would go out himself, as soon as it was dark, to send in the 
troops by brigades in the order he wished them to embark. He con- 
tinued transacting business until a little after one o'clock^ when his 
horse was brought. He then took leave of Colonel Anderson, say* 
ing, ^^ Remember, I depend upon your paying particular attention 
'^ to every thing that concerns the embarkation ; and let there be as 
^^ little confusion as possible.'' 

He mounted his horse in good spirits, and set oiF to visit the out- 
posts, and to explain his design to the General Officers. 

He had not proceeded far on the road towards the position of the 
army, when he received a report from General Hope, ^^ that the 
'^ Enemy^s line were getting under arms ;'' which was confirmed by 
a deserter who came in at that moment. Sir John expressed the 
highest satisfau^tion at this intelligence ; and only regretted that there 
would not be day-light enough to profit suffidendy froni the advan- 
tages he anticipated as certain. 

H^ struck spurs into his horse, and flew to the field. The ad- 
vanced piquets were already be^nning to fire at the Enemy's light 
troops, who were pouring rapidly down the hill on the right v^ng of 
the JSntish. 

The army was drawn up in the order of battle he had planned three 
days before, ud was filled with ardour. The General surveyed them 
with pleatfore ; and examined carefully the movements of the French 
columns. In a feW minutes he dispatched almost all his Sta£f Officers 

• • _ 

with orders to die Generals at the different points. 

General Fraser^ whose brigade was in the rear, was commanded 
to move up, and take his position on the right ; and General Paget 
was ordered to advance with the reserve to support Lord William 
Bentinck. 

The Enemy now commenced a destructive cannonade from eleven 
heavy guns, advantageously planted on the hills. 
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Four strong' colanuis of Fr^iich were seen moving (rota their posi- 
tion. One advanced from< a wood^ the! other skirted its lidge^ and 
both virere directed towards the Hght wing, .which was the weakest 
pofnt. ' 

A third column appiroached the centre ; and; the fourth was ad- 
vancing slowl;^ tipon the left' along the road from £l«Bur^o. Be* 
sides these, there was a fifth corps which remained half way down 
the hill, towards the left 

It was the opinion of Sir John Moogre, ihat the presence of the 
Chief in Command near io the point where the 'great strugigi^ occurs, 
is often most useful^. He probably, thought it. peculiarly; requisite 
to follow this rule here, as . the position of his right ^vsbg was bad ; 
and if the troops on that poinxt gave wa<y, * th^ • ruin, of . ^the aiixiy was 
inevitable^ •'•:■■ .^ : •. -i ■:■'./'■"■* 

Lord William Bentinck's brigudcy o^Mo^iaftingrpf three inoDin^)iara?y 
ble regiments, the 4th, the 42d, and 50thy maintained ; this danger- 
oils post The ^Guards, were iu their reak* ; iind, t to prevent 'lihe right 
being turned, Captain Napier was dispatched 'to desire Gi^neral Paget 
to briiig up the.Kserve to the right of Lord William Bentiock. . 

Sir David Baird leading on his division had his arm shi^tter^ Wi^ 
a musket ball^ ;. aikd ivaa forced;to leave the. field : . ., 

The French Artillery phmged from the heights, and the two hostile 
Unea of infantry mutually advan^^ed, berieaAb a shqw^ pf balls^ . 

They were sdBi separated from; ieach other' by stone; wjajls. axid 
hedges, which intersedsed the ground:: but :as th^y closed it was p&'r 
ceived that the French liiie< * extended beyond th^ i%ht flajbk ^ of the 

* Perfaaps Sir John, Moore learnt this doctrine from the practice of one of his 
Masters in the art of War, Sir Ralph Abercrombie, under whom he commanded 
the reserve in Egypt ; and though he possessed his full confidence, yet he told the 
a'uthor, that in the hottest fire he tiitially found Sir Halph at his elbow. 
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British ; and a body of the Enemy were observed moving tip the val- 
ley to turn it. An order was instantly given, and the half of the 4th 
Regiment, which formed this flank, fell back, refusing their rights 
and making an obtuse angle with the other half. In this position 
they commenced a heavy flanking fire ; and the General, watching the 
manoeuvre, called out to them, ^^ That was exactly what I wanted to 
" he done/' 

He then rode up to the 50th regiment, commanded by Majors 
Napier and Stanhope ) who got over an inclosure in their front, and 
charged most gallantly. The General, ever an admirer of valour, 
exclaimed, " WeU done the fiftieth! well done, my Majors* J" They 
drove the Enemy out of the village of Elvina, with great slaughters 
In this conflict Major Napier, advancing to€# iar, was; wounded in 
several places^ and taken prisoner; and Major Stanhopq unfortunately 
received a mortal wound. • . >.. 

Sir John Moore proceeded to the 4l2d, addressing^ them *in 'these 
words, ^^ Highlanders, remember Egypt.'V They rushed ;oj),> driving 
the French befiore them, till they were stopped by a walL iSir Jx)ha 
accompanied them in this ckurgie, and told, the soldiers that he was^ 
" well pleased with their conduct.'' . n. 

, He sent Captain Hardinge ix> arder.up^a battaiiiki of Guards to-'the 
left flank of the Highlanders.; upoii whic}]L'tbei'oi£osrxonimaaidmg* 
the li^bt company concei\»d> that, asitheir ammunkipniifa^noislrly 
expended, they were to be refieved by the'Guaffd^, and began to fidi 
back ; bat Sir. Jc^ii, discoiverittg .the : mistake,, -said 4o ihenj^ M My 
^^ brave 42d, join your conirades, ammunition is comiftg, and <yoUi have 
^^ your bayonets.'' They instantly obeyedj aiid aU moved forward* 



* • 



* Sir John' iised this expression from having reconamencletl them for the milkaiy 
rank they held.. The Honourable Major Stanhope was second son to Earl Stanhope, 
and nephew td th© late Mr. Pilt. » *hi^' Cfdneral entertained a sincere friendship for 
bim. 
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Captain Hardinge now returned, to report that the Guards were 
advancing. While he was speaking, and pointing out the situation 
of the battalion, a hot fire was kept up, and the Enemy's artillery 
played incessantly on the spot Sir John Moore was too conspicu<« 
ous. A cannon-ball struck his left shoulder, and beat him to the 
ground. 

He raised himself, and sat up with an unaltered countenance, 
looking intently at the Highlanders, who were warmly engaged. 
Captain Hardinge threw himself from his horse, and took him by 
the hand ; then, observing his anxiety, he told him the 42d 
were advancing ; upon which his countenance immediately bright- 
ened. 

His friend Colonel Graham now dismounted, to assist him ; and, 
from the composure of his features, entertained hopes that he was 
not even wounded ; but, observing the horrid laceration and efiFu- 
sion of blood, he rode off for surgeons. 

The General was carried from the field on a blanket, by a serjeant 
of the 42d, and some soldiers. On the way he ordered Captain 
Hardinge to report his wound to Greneral Hope, who assumed the 
command. 

Many of the soldiers knew that their two Chiefis were carried off, 
yet they continued the fight undaunted. 

General Paget, conformably to his orders, hastened to the right 
with the reserve. Colonel Beckwith dashed on with the rifle corps, 
repelling the Enemy, and advancing on their flank. They pene- 
trated so fieur, as nearly to carry one of their cannon ; but were at 
length forced to retire, before a much superior corps, who were 
moving up the valley. General Paget attacked this corps with the 
52d, and some more of the reserve, and quickly repelled it. He 
pressed on to a great distance, dispersing every thing in his firont ; 
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tiU the Enemy, perceiving their left wing quite exposed, drew it 
entirely back. 

The French then advanced upon the centre, where Generals 
Manningham and Leith successfully resisted their onset. The 
ground there being more elevated, and favourable for artillery, th6 
guns were of great utility. An effort was likewise made on the left, 
which was very unavailing; for the position on that side was strong. 
But a corps of French took possession of a village on the road to 
Betanzos, from which they continued to fire. On which Lieut.-Col. 
Nichols boldly attacked the village with some companies of the 14th, 
and beat out the Enemy with loss. 

Light now began to fail, and the French had fallen back on every 
point ; yet the roaring of cannon, and report of musketry, continued 
till dark. 

Tlie victory WM complete, and gained under many disadvantages. 
The British had been much reduced by the multitude of sick, by the 
loss of stragglers, and by those employed in necessary duties ; and 
General Craufurd's detachment was now at Vigo; so that not quite 
15,000 men were brought into the field. T^e French also were 
greatly diminished by the length of the march, the severity of the 
weather, and their losses in the various defeats they had previously 
sustained ; yet, according to the report of the prisoners, their three 
divisions amounted to full 20,000 men. Besides this great superi- 
ority of numbers, their position was fur more favourable, and their 
cannon was of much heavier metal ; which, being planted on the 
hills, fired down on the British with great advantage. Yet, by 
the daring courage of the troops, by the fikilftd disposition of the 
army, and by the manoeuvres during the action, the French were 
Entirely discomfited. 

The loss of the British in killed and wounded was bet\veen seven 
and Qight hundred men; and General Hope conjectured that the Ene- 
my had lost about double that number ; but Major Napier, when a 
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"prisoner, learnt from tKe French Generals, that their loss wss up* 
wards of three thousand men. This was owing to the quick firing 
and steady aim of the British troops; the French veteran officers 
declaring, they had never been in such a fire in their lives. 

The darkness of the night made it impossible to pursue the Enemy ; 
and General Hope, weighing the circumstances under which the 
British Army was placed, and the reinforcements which could soon 
be sent to the French, considered that it would be impossible to re- 
tain his position long. A succession of attacks from fresh troops 
must ultimately overwhelm the British. He, therefore, judged 
that the only prudent step that could be taken was to proceed to 
embark the Army. 

At ten o'clock at night he ordered the troops, by brigades, to 
move from the field, and march to Corunna. Strong piquets were 
left to guard the ground, and to give notice if the Enemy ap- 
proached. 

Major-Gei^ral Beresford commanded the rear-guard, of about 
2000 men, to cover the embarkation. He occupied the lines in front 
of the town. And Mayor General Hill was stationed, with a corps 
of reserve, on a promontory behind the to^vn. 

The boats were all in readiness, and the previous measures had 
been so well concerted, that nearly the whole Army were embarked 
<luring the night. . 

The piquets were withdrawn before day-light, and immediately 
carried on board the ships ako; so that nothing remained ashore 
except the rear-guard. 

The French had no disposition to renew the engagement; but 
when the morning rose, and they saw that the British were gone, 
they pushed on their light troops to the heights of St. Lucia. ' 

In the forenoon (Jamiary l/th) diey got' up sonie cannon to a 
rising ground near the harbour, and fired at the transports. Several 



of the masters were so much frightened^ that they cut their caUes, 
and four of the ships ran aground. The troops of these ships were 
put on board others, and the stranded vessels were burnt. The rest 
of the fleet quitted the harbour. 

At two o'clock General Hill's brigade embarked under the cita- 
del ; and during that night, and the following morning, General 
Beresford sent off all the sick and wounded, whose condition ad- 
mitted of their being removed ; and, lastly, the rear-guard got into 
the boats, without the slightest effort being made by the Enemy to 
interrupt it. 

The whole of this difficult operation was so well conducted as t^ 
reflect much credit upon the superintending Officers, both of the 
Navy and Army. 



As many will receive a melancholy gratification from reading the 
particulars of the last moments of the life of Sir John Moore, such 
incidents as are anithentic shall be communicated. 

The following letter from Captahi Hardinge describes his fall. 

" The circumstances which took place immediately after the fatal 
" bk)w which deprived the Army of its gallant Commander, Sir John 
*^ Moore, arc of too interesting a nature not to be made public, for 
the admiration of his countrymen. But I trust that the instances 
of fortitude and heroism of which I was a witness may also have 
another effect, that of affording some consolation to his relatives 
*^ and friends. 

'* With this feeling I have great satisfaction in committing to paper, 
•* according to your desire, the following relation. 






** I had been ordered by the Commander m Chief to desire a bat* 
*^ talion of the Guards to advance ; which battalion was at one time 
'^intended to have dislodged a corps of the Enemy from a lai^ 
^^ house and garden on the opposite side of the valley ; and I was 
^^ pointing out to the General the situation of the battalion, and our 
^* horses were touching, at the very moment that a cannon-shot 
*^ from the Enemy's battery carried away his left shoulder and part 
" of the collar-bone, leaving the arm hanging by the flesh. 

" The violence of the stroke threw him oflF his horse, on his back. 
^* Not a muscle of his face altered, nor did a sigh betray the least 
^* sensation of pain. 

'^ I dismounted, and, taking his hand, he pressed mine forcibly, 
" casting his eyes very anxiously towards the 42d regiment, which 
^' was hotly engaged ; and his countenance expressed satisfaction 
^^ when I informed him that the regiment was advancing. 

" Assisted by a soldier of the 42d, he was removed a few yards 
*^ behind the shelter of a wall. 

^^ Colonel Graham Balgowan and Captain Woodford about this 
'^ time came up ; and, perceiving the state of Sir John's wound, in- 
" stantly rode off for a surgeon. 

" The blood flowed fast ; but the attempt to stop it with my 
'* sash was useless, from the size of the wound. 

^^ Sir John assented to being removed in a blanket to the rear. 
^^ In raising him for that purpose, his sword, hanging on the 
'' wounded side, touched his arm, and became entangled between 
^^ his legs. I perceived the inconvenience, and was in the act of 
'^ unbuckling it from his waist, when he said, in his usual tone 
^^ and manner, and in a very distinct voice, ^It is as well as it is. 1 
" had rather it should go out of the field with meJ 

^* Here I feel that it would be improper for my pen to venture 
" to express the admiration with which I am penetrated in thus 
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^* faithfoUy recording this instance of the invincible fortitude^ and 

; military delicacy, of this great man. 

He was home by six soldiers of the 42d and Guards, my sash 

^\ supporting him in an easy posture. 

Observing the resolution and composure of his features, I caught 
at the hope that I might be mistaken in my fears of the woi^nd 
being mortal; and remarked, that I trusted when the surgeons 
dressed the wound, that he would be spared to us, and recover. — 
He then turned his head round, and, looking steadfastly at the 

" wound for a few seconds, said, ^ iVb, HardvngCy I feel that to be 

^^ impossible.* 

" I wished to accompany him to the rear, when he said, * You need 

^^ not go tvith me. Report to General Hope that I am wounded^ 

" and carried to the rear.* 

^^ A seijeant of the 42d, and two spare files, in case of accident, 

" were ordered to conduct their brave General to Corunna ; and I 

" hastened to report to General Hope. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

^^ H. Hardinge.'' 

The tidings of this disaster were brought to Sir David Baird when 
the Burgeons were dressing his shattered arm. He instantly com- 
manded them to desist, and run to attend on Sir John Moore. When 
they arrived, and o£Pered their assistance, he said to them, ^^ You 
*^ can he qf no service to me, go to the soldiers y to whom you may 
^* be usefuV* 

As the soldiers were carrying him slowly along, he made them 
turn him round frequently, to view the field of battle, and to listen 
to the firing ; and was well pleased when the sound grew fainter. 

A spring waggon bearing Colonel Wynch wounded from the 
battle came up. The G)lonel asked, " who was in the blanket ?" 
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4nd being told it was Sir John Moore, he wished him to be placed 
in the waggon. The General asked one of the Highlanders, whether 
he thought the waggon or the blanket best; who answered, that 
the blanket would not shake him so much, as he and the other 
soldiers would keep the step, and carry him easy. Sir John said, 
•^ I think so too/' So they proceeded with him to his lodgings 
in Corunna, the soldiers shedding tears as they went. 

In carrying him through the passage of the house he saw his faith- 
ful servant Francois, who was stunned at the spectacle. Sir John 
said to him, smiling, ^* My FHeady this is nothing^* 

Colonel Anderson, for one-and-twenty years the friend and com- 
panion in arms of Sir John Moore, wTote the morning following 
this account, while the circumstances were fresh in his memory. 

^' I met the General, in the evening of the 16th, bringing in 
'^ a blanket and sashes. He knew me immediately, though it was 
" almost dark, squeezed me by the hand, and said, ^ jtnderstm^ 
" dorCt leave meJ 

" He spoke to the Surgeons on their examining his wound, but 
^' was in such pain he could say little. 

** After some time, he seemed very anxious to speak to me, 
'* tod at intervals got out as follows : * AndersoUy you know 
" that I have always wished to die this way.* He then asked, 
^^ ^ Are the French beaten?* which he repeated to every one he 
^' knew, as they came in. * / hope the People of England vnU 
'^ he satisfied! — / hope my Country will do me justice T — 

Anderson y — you will see my Jriends as soon as you can. — Tell 

them — every thing. — Say to my mother.** — Here his voice quite 
^^ failed, and he was excessively agitated. — ^ Hope — Hope — I have 
^* much to say to him, — but — cannot get it out — Are Colonel Gra* 
*^ hamr—and all my Aides^de^Camp well ? (a private sign was made 
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** by Colonel Anderson not to inform him that Captain Burrard *, 
*^ one of his- Aides-de-camp, i^u.s wounded in^the action.) — ^ / have 
" made my will^ and have rememhered 7ny, servants. — Colbome hos 
*^ my will, — and alt my papers.^ 

^^ Major Colbome then c^me into. the room. He spoke most 
kindly to him, and then said to me, * jdnderson, remember you ^o 

to r-^ and tell him it is my reqitest, and that I expect he willffive 

Major Colbome a Lieutenant-Colonelcy.— He lias been hn^ with 
me, — and I know him most worthy of it.^ He then asked Major 
^^ Colbome, ^ if the French were beaten?^ And, on being told they 
<^ were on every point, he said, ^ It^s a great satisfaction for me to 
" know we have beaten the French. — Is Paget in the room ?^ On 
^* my telling him, no; he said, ^Remember me to him.^^It's Geiierfil 
^^ Paget I mean — he is a Jine fellow. — I feel myself so strong ^'^ I 
^' fear I sJiall be long flying. ^^Xt is greflt yneOfSiness — It is great 
** pain.— Every, thing,^ Francois fays— is right. — I have the greatest 
*^ corvfidence in him^^ 

" He thanked the Surgeons for their trouble. Captains Perc?y anii 
'^ Stanhope, two of his Aides-de-camp^ 'then came into the rooiiv 
^* He spoke kindly to both, an^ asked Per^y f , if all his Aides^de* 
*^ camp were well ? . ^ 

. *^ After, some interval he said, * Stanhope^ — remember me to your 
^^ sister J He pressed my hand close to his b€>dy, and in a few mi- 
nutes died without a struggle. 

This was every syllable he uttered,* as far as I can recollect, 
except asking occasionally to be placed in an easier posture. 

^' P. Anderson, Lieut. -Col.'' 

^ Son of Sir Harry Burrard, a promising young oiBeer, who died, two dajrs 
Afterwards of bis wound. 

t The Honourahle Captain Percy, son of Lord Beverley. 

X The Honourable Captain Stanbope,^ third son to Earl Stanhope, and nephew 
to the late Mr. Pitt. 
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T^rom a sentiment of veneration that has been felt in every age, 
the corpse of a man who has excited admiration cannot be neglected 
as common clay. This impression leads mankind sometimes to treat 
an inanimate body with peculiar respect ; and even to bestow upon it 
unfelt honours. 

This was now the subject of deliberation among the military friends 
of Sir John Moore, who had survived the engagement ; when Co- 
lonel Anderson informed them, that he had heard the General re- 
peatedly declare, ^^ that, if he was killed in battle, he wished to be 
^^ buried where he had &llen !*' General Hope and Colonel Graham 
immediately acceded to this suggestion : and it was determined that 
the body should be interred on the rampart of the Citadel of Corunna. 

At twelve o'clock at night the remains of Sir John Moore were 
accordingly carried to the Citadel by Colonel Graham, Major Col- 
borne, and the Aides-de-Camp, and deposited in Colonel Graham's 
quarters. 

A grave was dug by a. party of the 9th Regiment, the Aides-de- 
Camp attending by turns. No coifin could be procured, and the body 
was never undressed, but wrapt up by the Officers of his Staff in a 
military cloak and blankets. 

Towards eight o'clock in the morning some firing was heard. It 
was then resdlved to finish the interment, lest a serious attack should 
be made ; on which the Officers would be ordered away, and not suffered 
to pay the last duties to their Greneral. 

The officers of his &mily bore the body to the grave ; the funeral 
service was read by the Chaplain, and the corpse was covered with 
earth. • " 
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It is not for a brother to" delineate a character where the warmest 
affections were united with such a grandeur of soul as to create a de- 
lusion in his family, and almost to persuade them that his mind, like 
the forms of Grecian sculpture, approached to ideal excellence. 

Their testimony cannot be received. But the high estimation he 
was held in by the most celebrated Generals and Statesmen of the 
period in which he lived, mark him to have been an extraordinary 
man. 

Those who have run their course, but who live in our memories, 
shall alone be cited. 

That eminent soldier Sir Charles Stuart, first remarked the con- 
spicuous valour and abilities of Lieutenant Colonel Moore, and pointed 
him out to his Sovereign and his Country. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie next selected him for his friend, and 
wielded him as his sword. 

Then Marquis Cornwallis, when serving in Ireland, conferred upon 
him (though one of his youngest Generals) the most important com- 
mand in his army. Thus did three of the greatest British Generals 
of the age intrust Sir John Moore to achieve those enterprises which 
demanded the most daring resolution and consummate military know- 
ledge ; and, l^ an uninterrupted train of success, he surpassed their 
expectations. 

He never courted Ministers, nor sought for pre-eminence by mean 
solicitations. But when sent for, or employed by them, he behaved 
with the deference due to their station, and expressed his opinions 
with the candour that was becoming himself. 

Mr. Pitt was struck with his actions, and solicited his acquaintance. 
The esteem he had pre-conceived augmented in proportion to the in- 
timacy that was formed. He consulted him on MiUtary affairs, and 
on several important occasions yielded to his judgment. This con- 
fidential intercourse continued till the death of that statesman. Had 
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he lived, and still continued to superintend the Council$ of Govern^ 
ment, the reasons which drew forth this woifk never could have 
existed ; for his conduct towards the Naval and Milit£»-y Commaaders 
whom he i;nade choice of, was al\yays just a^d noblie. 

During* the. short tim^ Mr. Fox was Minister, he likewite expressed, 
in his energetic manner^ ^e highest consideration for thh GehcraL 

When it was in agitation^ to appoint him Commander in Chief in 
India, Mr. Fox sent for him ; and vidth characteristic frankness told 
him, ^^ he could not give his conseifit : that it was impossible for him, 
*^ in the state in which Europe then was, to send to such a distance 
i^ a Geifieral in whom be had such entire confidence/^ 

Mr. Fox did not survive long : but those distinguished Noblemen 
and Commoners who belonged to that administration, or who were 
ppliticially attached to that Mipdster, have e^idbusly and ittosi elo- 
quently exerted themselves, that due honours might be paid to the 
memory of the dbosen G^eral of Mr. Pitt 

The guardian solicittulc with \vhich th^ King watches over the 
honour and interest of his Army, has beep conspicuous throiigh the 
whtfle of his reign. Moore was an OffieeiT wiiopa his M^sty noticed 
early, and cherished constantly; and whe^ he was M^adled by 
poii^erfid undermining intrigues, ever afforded him his Royal Pro- 
tection. 

The ungenerous persecution continues beyond the Grave : but his 
Sovereign bewails his death with deep sorrow ^ defends his Fame, 
which he Valued above life ; and holds him up by prodamatiob as eai 
example to the British army. For as soon as the troops returned 
from Spain, the following address was promulgated. 
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^^ General Orders. 

^^ The benefits derived to an army from the example 
^ of a distinguished Commander do not terminate at his death ; 
^ his virtues live in the recollection of his associates, and his ^ime 
^ remains the strongest incentive to great and glorious actions. 

^^ In this view, the Commander in Chief, amidst the deep and uni- 
^ versal regret which the death of Lieutenant-Greneral Sir John 
^ Moore has occasioned, recalls to the troops the Military career of 
^ that illustrious Officer for their instruction and imitation. 

** Sir John Moore, from his youth, embraced the profession with 
^ the feelings and sentiments of a soldier ; he felt, that a perfect 
' knowledge, and an exact performance of the humble, but important 

* duties of a Subaltern Officer are the best foundations for subsequent 
^ Military fame ; and his ardent mind, while it looked forward to 
^ those brilliant Achievements for which it was formed, applied itself 

* with energy and exemplaty assiduity to the duties of that station. 
*' In the school of regimental duty, he obtained that correct know- 

^ ledge of his profession so essential t6 the proper direction of the 
^ gallant spirit of the soldier j and he ^vas enabled to establish a cha- 
racteristic order and regularity of conduct, because the troops found 

* in their leader a striking example of the discipline which he en- 
^ forced on others. 

Having risen to command, he signalized his name in the West 
Indies, in Holland, and in Egypt *. The imremitting attention 

* In euumerating the scenes where Sir John Moore conspicuously distinguiriied 
himself, Corsica and Ireland have been forgotten. 

In Corsica he stormed the Convention Fort, and the outworks of Calvi, which 
was followed by the conquest of the Island. 

In Ireland he gained the battle of Wexford, which was the prelude to the sup- 
pression of the Rebellion. 

G O 
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** ^th which he devoted himself to the duties of every branch of his 
** profession obtained him the confidence of Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; 
'^ and he became the companion in arms of that illustrious Of&cer, 
** who fell at the head of his victorious troops, in an action which 
^^ maintained our national superiority over the arms of France. 

^^ Thus Sir John Moore at an early period obtained, with, general 
*^ approbation, that conspicuous station in which he gloriously termi- 
" nated his useful and honourable life. 

*^ In a Military character, obtained amidst the dangers of climate, 
*^ the privations incident to service, and the sufferings of repeated 
^^ wounds, it is difficult to select any one point as a preferable subject 
" for praise : it exhibits, however, one feature so particularly charac- 
*^ teristic of the man, and so important to the best interests of the ser- 
^* vice, that the Commander in Chief is pleased to mark it with his 
^^ peculiar approbation. 
• ^* The life of Sir John Moore was spent among the troops. 

^* During the season of repose, his time was devoted to the care 
*^ and instruction of the Officer and Soldier ; in war, he courted ser- 
^* vice ia pvery quarter of the globe. Regardless of personal con*- 
^^ siderations, he esteemed that to which his Country called him the 
f^ ppst of honour, and by his undaunted spirit, and unconquerable 
^* perseverance, he pointed the way to victory. 

** His Countiy, the object of his latest solicitude, will rear a Mo- 
*^ nument to his lamented memory ; and the Commander in Chief 
*^ feels he is paying the best tribute to his fame by thus holding him 
** forth as an example to the Army. 

^ By order of his Royal Highness the Commander in Chief, 

" Harey Calvert, Adj.-Gen. 

^ Horse Guards^ Feb, 1, 1809.'* 
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LoNDbi^ Gazette Extraordinaky. 



Dotvning Street y Jaimary 24, 1809. 

The Honourable Captain Hope arrived late last night, with a Dis- 
patch from Lieutenant-General Sir David Baird to Lord Vis- 
count Castlereagh, one of Ilis Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of StatCji of which the following is a Copy. 



a 



44 
44 



Ets Majesty* s Skip VUle de Pans^ 
MY LORD, or 

at Sea, January 18, 1809. 

^^ By the much-lamented death of Lieutenant- 
^^ General Sir John Moore, who fell in action with the Enemy on 
^^ die 16th instant, it has become my duty to acquaint your Lord- 
^^ ship, that the French army attacked the British troops in the posi- 
^f iaoxk they occupied in front of Corunna, at about two o'clock in the 
afternoon of that day. • 

A severe wound, which compelled me to quit the field a short 
^* time previous to the fall ai Sir John Moore, obliges me to refer 
your Lordship for the particulars >of the action, which was long 
and obstinately contested, to the inclosed report of Lieutenant- 
General Hope^ who succeeded to the command of the army, and 
to whose ability and exertions in direction of the ardent zeal and 
xmconquerable valour of his Majesty's troops, is to be attributed, 
under Providence, the success of the day, which terminated in the 
'^ complete and entire repulse and defeat of the Enemy at e^Mry point 
^^ of attack. 
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^* The Honourable Captain Gordon, my Aide-de-Camp, will have 
" the honour of delivering this dispatch, and will be abk to give 
'* your Lordship any farther information which may be required. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

^^ D. Baird, Lieut.-Gen. 
" Right Hon. Lord Viscount Castlereagh: 



*' SIR, 
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His Majesty's Ship Audacious^ off Corunna, 

January 18, 1809. 

*' In compliance with the desire contained in your 
^* communication of yesterday, I avail myself of the first moment I 
*^ have been able to command, to detail to you the occurrences of the 
^^ action which took place in firont of Corunna on the 16th instant. 
^^ It will be in your recollection, that about one in the afternoon of 
that day the Enemy, who had in the morning received reinforce- 
ments, and who had placed some guns in front of the right and left 
^^ of his line, was observed to be moving troops towards his left flank, 
" and forming various columns of attack at that extremity of the strong 
^^ and commanding position which on the morning of the 15th he had 
*^ taken in our immediate front. 

^^ This indication of his intention was immediately succeeded by 
^^ the rapid and determined attack which he made upon your division 
" which occupied the right of our position. The events which oc- 
^^ curred during that period of the action you are fully acquainted 
" with. The first effort of the Enemy was met by the Commander of 
the Forces, and by yourself, at the head of the 42nd regiment, and 
the brigade under Ms^ or- General Lord William Bentinck. 

The village' on your right became an object of obstinate contest. 
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^^ I lament to say^ that soon after th.e severe wound which deprived 
^^ the army of your services, Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, 
^^ who had jnst directed the most able disposition, fell by a cannon 
^^ shot. The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparable 
loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but by the most deter- 
mined bravery not only repelled every atteinpt of the Enemy to gain 
ground, but actually forced him to retire, although he had brought 
up fresh troops in support of those originally engaged. 

The Enemy, finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the 
right of the position, endeavoured by numbers to turn it. A judi- 
^ cious and well-timed movement which was made by Major-General 
Paget, with the reserve, which corps had moved out of its canton- 
ments to support the right of the army, by a vigorous attack, de- 
^^ feated this intention. The Major-General, having pushed forward 
^^ the 95th (rifle corps) and 1st battalion 52d regiments, drove the 
^^ Enemy before him, and in his rapid and judicious advance, threatened 
^^ the left of the Enemy's position. This circumstance, with the 
position of Lieutenant-Greneral Eraser's division, (calculated to 
give still further security to the right of the line) induced the Enemy 
^^ to relax liis efforts in that quarter. 

They were however more forcibly directed towards the centre, 
where they were again successfully resisted by the brigade under 
^^ Mcyor-General Maniiingham, forming the left of your division, 
'^ and a part of that under Ms^or-General Leith, forming the right 
*^ of the division under my orders. Upon the left, the Enemy at first 
^^ contented himself with an attack upon our piquets, which however 
^^ in general maintained their ground. Finding however his efforts 
<< unavailing on the right and centre, he seemed determined to render 
^^ the attack upon the left more serious, and had succeeded in obtain- 
'^ ing possession of the village through which the great road to Ma- 
[^ drid passes, and which was situated in front of that part of the Une. 
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^' From this post, however, he was soon expelled, with considerable 
'' loss, by a gallant attack ot some companies of the 2nd battalion 
^' 14th regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel NichoUs ; before five in 
** the evening, we had not only successfully repelled every attack 
'' made upon the position, but had gained ground in almost all points, 
'^ and occupied a more forward line than at the commencement of 
'' the action, whilst the Enemy confined his operations to a cannonade, 
^' and the fire of his light troops, with a view to draw off his other 
^^ corps. At six the firing ceased. The different brigades were re- 
assembled on the ground they occupied in the morning, and idie 
piquets and advanced posts resumed their ori^nal stations. 
^^ Notwithstanding the decided and marked superiority which at 
" this moment the gallantry of the troops had given them over an 
*' Enemy, who from his numbers and the commanding advantages of 
" his position, no doubt expected an easy victory, I did not, on re- 
^^ viewing all circumstances, conceive that I should be warranted in 
^^ departing from what I knew was the fixed and previous determina-* 
^^ tion of the late Commander of the Forces, to withdraw the army on 
^^ the evening of the 16th, for the purpose of embarkation, the pre« 
'' vious arrangements for which had already been made by his order, 
^' and were in fact far advanced at the commencement of the action* 
*^ The troops quitted their position about ten at night, with a degree 
'^ of order that did them credit. The whole of the artillery that re- 
mained unembarked, having been withdrawn, the troops followed 
in the order prescribed, and marched to their respective points of 
^^ embarkation in the town and neighbourhood of Corunna. The 
piquets remained at their posts until five on the morning of the l^th, 
when they were also withdrawn with similar orders, and without 
the Enemy having discovered the movement. 

By the unremitted exertions of Captains the Honourable H. Cur- 
zon, GosseHn, Boys, Rainier, Serret, Hawkins, Digby^ Carden, 
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and Mackenzie, of the Royal Navy, who, in pursuance of the or- 
ders of Rear Admiral de Courcy, were entrusted with the service 
of embarking the army ; and in consequence of the arrangements 
made by Commissioner Bowen, Captains Bo wen and Shepherd, and 
the other Agents for Transports, the whole of the army was em- 
barked with an expedition which has seldom been equalled. With 
^rthe exception of the Brigades under Major-Generals Hill and 
** Beresford, which were destined to remain on shore, until the move- 
^^ ments of the Enemy should become manifest, the whole was afloat 
before day-light* 

The brigade of Major-General Beresford, which was alternately 
to form our rear-guard, occupied the land front of the town of Co- 
^^ runna ; that under Major-Genera] Hill was stationed in reserve on 
the Promontory in rear of the town. 

The Enemy pushed his light troops towards the town soon after 
eight o'clock in the morning of the l^th, and shortly after occupied 
*^ the heights of St. Laicia, which command the harbour. But, not- 
withstanding this circumstance, and the manifold defects of the 
place ; there being no apprehension that the rear-guard could be 
^^ forced, and the disposition of the Spaniards appearing to be good, 
^^ the embarkation of Major-General Hill's brigade was commenced 
" and completed by three in the afternoon ; Major-General Beresford, 
^' with that zeal and ability which is so well known to yourself and 
** the whole army, having fully explained, to the satisfaction of the 
^^ Spanish Governor, the nature of our movement, and having made 
^^ every previous arrangement, withdrew his corps from the land-front 
^^ of the town soon after dark, and was, with all the wounded that 
^' had not been previously moved, embarked before one this morning. 
^* Circumstances forbid us to indulge the hope, that the victory 
•^ with which it has pleased Providence to cro\vn the efforts of the 
*• army, can be attended with any very brilHant consequences to Great 
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" Britmn. It is clouded by the loss of one of her best Soldiers. It 
" has been atchieved at the termination of a long and harassing ser- 
" vice. The superior numbers, and advantageous position of the 
Enemy, not less than the actual situation of this army, did not ad- 
mit of any advantage being reaped from success. It n^ust be how- 
** ever to you, to the army, and to our Country, the sweetest reflec- 
^^ tion that the lustre of the British arms has been maintained, amidst 
" many disadvantageous circumstances. The army which had en- 
" tered Spain, amidst the fairest prospects, had no sooner completed 
^^ its junction, than owing to the multiplied disasters that dispersed 
" the native almies around us, it was left to its own resources. The 
" advance of the British corps fkim the Duero, afforded the best hope 
^^ that the South of Spain might be relieved, but this generous effort 
" to save the unfortunate people, also afforded the Enemy the oppor- 
^* tunity of directing every effort of his numerous troops, and concen- 
^^ trating all his principal resources, for the destruction of the only 
" regular force in the North of Spain. 

^^ You are well aware with what diligence this system has been 
** pursued. 

^^ These circumstances produced the necessity of rapid and harass* 
^^ ing marches, which had diminished the numbers, exhausted the 
** strength, and impaired the equipment of the army. Notwithstand- 
'^ ing all these disadvantages, and those more immediately attached 
** to a defensive position, which the imperious necessity of covering 
^^ the harbour of Corunna for a time had rendered indispensable to 
^^ assume, the native and undaunted valour of British troops was 
** never more conspicuous, and must have exceeded what even your 
*^ own experience of that invaluable quality, so inherent in them, may 
^^ have taught you to expect. When every one that had an opportu- 
>^ nity seemed to vie in improving it, it is difBcult for me, in making 
^^ this report, to select particular instances for your approbation. 
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^^ The corps chiefly engaged were the brigades under Major-Generals 
Lord William Bentinck, and Manningham and Leith; and the 
brigade of Guards under M ajor-General Warde. 

To these officers, and the troops under their immediate orders, 
the greatest praise is due. Major-General Hill and Colonel Catlin 
Crauford, with their brigades on the left of the position, ably sup- 
ported their advanced posts. The brunt of the action fell upon the 
** 4th, 42d, 50th, and 81st regiments, with parts of the brigade of 
Guards, and the 26th regiment. From Jiieutenant-Colonel Mur- 
ray, Quarter-Master-General, and the Officers of the General 
^^ Staff, I received the most marked assistance. I had reason to re- 
'^ gret, that the illness of Brigadier-General Clinton, Adjutant-Gene- 
^^ ral, deprived me of his aid. I was indebted to Brigadier-General 
^^ Slade during the action, for a zealous offer of his personal services^ 
^^ although the cavalry were embarked. 

" The greater part of the fleet having gone to sea yesterday even- 
ing, the whole being under weigh, and the corps in the embarka- 
tion necessarily much mixed on board, it is impossible at present to 
lay before you a return of our casualties. I hope the loss in num* 
^^ bers is not so considerable as might have been expected. If I was 
^^ obliged to form an estimate, I should say, that I believe it did not 
*\ exceed in killed and wounded from seven to eight hundred ; that of 
^^ the Enemy must remain unknown, but many circumstances induce 
" me to rate it at nearly double the above number. We have some 
" prisoners, but I have not been able to obtain an account of the 
** number ; it is not, however, considerable. Several Officers of 
" rank have fellen or been wounded, among whom I am only at pre- 
^ sent enabled to state the names of Lieutenant-Colonel Napier, 92d 
*^ regiment. Majors Napier and Stanhope, 50th regiment, killed ; 
** Lieutenant-Colonel Winch, 4th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
*' MaxweD, 26th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fane, 59th regiment> 

H H 
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'^ Lieutenant-Coloiiel Griffith^ guards, Mn^MU Miller and Williams, 
*^ 81st regiment, wounded. 

*^ To you, who are well acquainted with the excellent qualities of 
^^ Xiieutenant«Gcneral Sir John Moore, I need not expatiate on the 
^^ loss the army aiid his Country have susteuned by his death. His 
*' fall has deprived me of a valuable friend^ to whom long experience 
" of his worth had sincerely attached me. But it is chiefly on public 
" grounds that I must lament the blow. It will be the conversation 
*^ of every one who loved or respected his manly character, that, after 
*' conducting the army through an arduous retreat with consummate 
'^ firmness, he has terminated a career of distinguished honour by a 
^^ death that has given the Enemy additional reason to respect the 
'^ name of a British Soldier. Lake the immortal Wolfe, he is 
^^ snatched from his Country at an early period of a life spent in her 
^^ service ; like Wolfe,' his last moments were gilded by the prospect 
" of success, and^ cheered by the acclamation of victory ; like Wolfe 
" also, his memory will for ever remain sacred in that Country which 

he sincerely loved, and which he had so faithfully served. 

It remains for me only to express my hope, that you will speedily 

be restored to the service <]f your Country, and te lament the un- 
*^ fortunate circumstanoe that remioved you from your station in ihe 
^^ field, and tinrew the momentary command into far less dUe handls. 

" I have the honour to be, Ac. 

" John Hope, Lieut^Gen. 

^^ To lAmitenant-General Sir Dmnd Smrdy 
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FVom Lord Castlereagh to Sir John MoorCj K. B. Sgc. 8sc. 8^. 

SiR^ Dawning S&eet, ^bth SeptenAer, 1806. 

His Majesty having determined to employ a corps of 
his troops^ of not less than 30^000 infiuitiy and 5^000 cavalry^ in the 
North of Spain^ to co-operate with the Spanish armies in the expulsion of 
the French from that kingdom^ has been graciously pleased to entrust to you 
the Command in Chief of this Force. 

The Officer commanding His Majesty*s forces in Portugal is directed to 
detach^ under your orders^ a corps of 20^000 infantry^ together with the 
Eighteenth and King's German R^ment of Light Dragoons^ now at Lisbon^ 
and a due proportion of artillery; to be joined by a corps of above 10^000 
men which are now assembling at Falmouth ; the detail of which you will 
receive herewith enclosed. 

The Cavalry will be sent from hence^ upon the return of the horse- 
transports from the Tagus^ some time since ordered ; and it may be expected 



to arrive before the rest of the corps can be assembled and equipped to take 
the field. 

It has been determined to assemble this force in the North of Spain^ as 
the quarter where they can be most speedily brought together, and that to 
which the exertions of the Enemy appear at present to be principally directed. 

As it will require considerable arrangements before a force of this mag- 
nitude can be enabled to tafce.tht field, and as it is not deemed advisable 
that it should be partially committed against the Enemy, before the whole 
can be assembled and rendered completely moveable, it has been thought 
prudent to send that part of this army which is to proceed from hence to 
Corunna, rather than to disembark any part of it, in the first instance, at 
any position more advanced towards the Enemy. 

It will be for you to consider on what points in Gallicia, or on the bor- 
ders of Leon, the troops can be most advantageously assembled and equipped 
for service, fix)m whence they may move forward as early as circumstances 
shall permit; and it is left, to your judgment to decide whether the whole 
of the infantry and artillery shall be transported from Lisbon by sea to Co- 
runna^. or whether a proportion shall be marched through Portugal to that 
destination. 

Tile Cavalry you will of course direct to move by land ; and if the 
houses for the artillery can take the same route, so as to admit of the whole 
of the hdrse-transports being returned to England, it, will tend much to ac- 

• * ' . • • • 

celerate the arrival of the cavalry from hence. 

It will be necessary to concert with the Commissary General (Mr. Era- 
k|ne), who will be attached to the service of your army, the best means of 
assembling an adequate supply of horses and mules for rendering your army 
hioveable. And that this may be effected with more dispatch, it may be 
advisable to draw your supplies frbm dififerent parts of Spain, and not alto- 
gether to depend upon Gallicia ; which has been considerably drained of its 
resources by the equipment of General Blake's army. 

A Deputy Commissary (Mr. Assiotti) has been dispatched with Colonel 
Hamilton of the XVaggon-train into the Asturias, to procure such horses 
and mules as that Country can furnish ; and he is directed to report the pro- 
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guest of Ills purohatet to yo«. When you hafe asoertsiiied 4!he number of 
ilraffc-cattie of different descriptions thirt: you will require for pendemg your 
amy moveable (which you wiH feel it important to restrict within ^te nar- 
rowest compass^ consistent with the eflSciency of your corps)^ you vill %e 
enabled to regulate the purchases made by 4iie several agenfts ; and should 
you deem it necessary to procure the support of His MqesMy^s MfniiAer.(Mr. 
Frere) who is now proceeding to the Central CSovemmenft, to AkciHtate these 
purchases, you will address yourself to him on this fnAject ; orto any df fits 
Majesty*s Civil or Militaiy agents now emjdoyed in the re^iecfive provinci^ 
of Spainl 

I inclose for your informa^on, a stataraent cf the various equiptnenls 
which have proceeded with the respective corps nowon Service 4n \PcNrtugaF, 
wkicfc, subject to the waste tiiat has since taken place, wM toaMte^ytm^ 
judge of the means immediately witSun your reach, for* thfe equipment tj^ 
your army. ^ 

I also send a similar statement vnth respect to the corps assembling at Fal- 
mouth, under the orders of LieutenantXjenera^ Sir David Baird ; whatever 
suf^ies you toay wish to receive, not therein included, will be immediately 
forwarded from hence. 

With respect to provisions, the principle upon which! thave iBuited tias l)een 
to send three months* provisions in victuallers with every corps that has 
moved ; exclusive of the provisions in their transports, which may be ave- 
raged at about ten weeks* additional consumption. 

This supply, aided by the cattle to be procured for the troops when on 
shore, may be deemed as considerably exceeding a supply for six months ; 
and as provisions for 30,000 men for three months are ordered to be em- 
barked, and constantly kept up as a depdt here, there vrill be no difficulty 
in sending you, at the shortest notice, such supplies as you may think may 
be more conveniently introduced by Sea, and for which you may not think 
it prudent to depend on the resources of the country. A large proportion 
of biscuit has been sent in the victuallers, that you may be relieved from 
the inconvenience of baking when the troops are in motion. 
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Whh respect to the plan of operations on which it may be most expedient 
to employ your troops, when assembled and ready for service, there will be 
full time before your equipments can be completed for concerting this with 
the Commanders of the Spanish armies. 

I shall lose no time in forwarding to you firom hence, such information a» 
I may have been enabled to collect. And I am to recommend that yoa will 
take the necessary measures for opening a communication with the Spanish 
authorities for the purpose of framing the plan of the campaign, on which it 
may be advisable that the respective armies should act in concert. 

His Majesty has been pleased to direct, that the command on which you 
are employed should be considered as a distinct and separate onq|from that of 
Portugal : but you will continue to communicate with the Officer in the 
Chief Command at Lisbon, and act in concert with him as may be most for 
the advantage of His Majest/s service. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Castlereagh. 
To lAeutenant-'Oeneral 
Sir John Moore^ K.B. 8sc. ^c. ^c. 
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Letter Jrom Lord Castlereagh to Lord VTilliam Bentinch 

r 
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MY hOfiD, London, SOth Sept. 180S. 

As the dispatdies received from Sir Hew Daliymple yesMkfr^ 
leave me no room to doubt, that this letter will find you out at M adricl^ 
I deem it advisable that yon should he apprised of the arrangements that 
are in progress for affi>rding military succours to the Spanish nation. 

Mr. Frere^ who proceeds as Minister to the Central Government in a few 
days, will be directed to make ^ formal communication on this subject ; but 
you will, in the mean time^ make such use of the information I send you, as 
you may think fit^ to make the Spaniards feel how eagerly His Majesty 
desires to contribute to their deliverance. 

Hie amount of force which it is proposed to employ in Spain will fall 
very little short of 40,000 men: it is to comist of 30,000 infantry, rank and 
file ; 5,000 cavalry, and the neces^ry proportion of foot and horse artillery, 
waggon train, .&c. : the whole to be assembled under the orders of Sir John 
Moore, on the borders of Gallicia and Leon ; from whence they may operate 
in the open country, as soon as the necessary proportion of horses and mules 
can be procured to reader them moveable, leaving it to the Spanish armies, 
not having a due proportiou of cavalry, to act on their, flanks in the moun** 
tains* 

Sir David Baird, with 18,000 men, is ordered to sail for Corunna; — Sif 
John Moore is to move the remainder of the force required to complete 
the ^0,000 infantry firom Portugal, either * by land or sea, as he may find 
most convenient, sending the two r|^ment$ of cavalry, under my brother^ 

I I 
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through the interior; tlie rest of the cavalry will be sent from hence as 
speedily as circumstances will permit. 

It would have been more satisfactory, had our army been equipped for 
service, to have disembarked at St. Andero, or some other point nearer the 
Enemy; but, as it is of equal importance to the Spaniards as it is. to us, 
that this army should not be partially committed or brought into contact 
with the Enemy, till the means of moving and following up an advantage 
are secured; and as the navigation on the coast of Asturias becomes ex- 
tremely precarious towards the close of the year, it was the decided opinion 
of . all military men, and of none more than the Marquis de la Romana, 
whose sentiments on this subject are stated in the accompanying memo- 
randum, and will be expressed on his arrival in Spain, as fully approving of 
the decision that has been taken to tifiake Corunna our principal Depdt, 
and' to operate from therfce. To tender the Northern provinces the more 
secure whilst our army is assembling, and to co-operate with the other 
iSpanish armies in circumscribing the Enemy*s positions on the Ebro, the 
Marquis has determined to proceed with his own corps, amounting neisiriy to 
10,000 men^ to St. Andero; and he proposes, on his arrival there, by the 
incorporation of the armed peasantry of &e Asturias and the Montagiia^ to 
augment their numbers to, at least, 20,000 men ; whi<di, with the AstUrian 
army and Blake*s, will carry the force in that quarter tb 66 or 70,000 men, 
exclusive of the armies operating towards the ftt>nt orkft of the Enemy^s 
line. I am not enabled to send you any precis calculation of the numtber of 
horses' and mules we shall want. The ddvalry, artillery,' and waggon tram 
will be provided from hence; thfe stores and Iniggage of the army, the 
Commissariat, &c. must be equipped in Spain. * I have sent a Cbmmissary 
into the Northern pit)vincefe to collect what din be had. • Sir David Baiird is 
directed, on his arrival, to equip his corps, if possible, from the resources of 
Crallicia and the North of Portu^L Sir John Moore, when he has arranged 
the mbvement of his army from Portiigal, will, probably, superintend in 
pefsbtt' the equipment on the spot. I have only, iri' the mean time, to re- 
qu^t yoti will communicate with those in authority, oa the best means of 
rendering this important force serviceable ais earfy to possible,* that you will 
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fiiniish Sir John Moore with every information and assistance ; and thai: 
you will cause orders to be sent into the provinces of Gallicia, and to facili- 
tate the equipment of the army^ and ensure them a good reception. 
: The Marquis of Romana has written to make his Government perfectly 
understand the prindf^es upon which our decision has been taken^ and to 
explain to them why they must not expect tlie British troops to take the 
field in detached corps. 

I have the honour to be^'&c. 

Castlereaoh*^ 

Major General 
Lord fFUliam B^ntinck. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 



MY LORD, IMon, 9th October, tBt»tr 

I HAD the honour to receive, on the evening of the 6th instant, 
your Lordship's letter of the 25th September, communicating to me, that 
His Majesty had been ^graciously pleased to entrust to me the Command iti 
Chief of a corps of troops, not less than 30,000 infantry and 5,00d citvalry, 
which His Majesty had determined to employ in the North of Spain. I beg 
your Lordship will convey to His Majesty -the higli sense I have of the 
honour conferred upon me ; and that you will assure His Majesty, that I 
have nothing more at heart than the good of the service, that my best ex- 
ertions shall not be wanting to promote its success, and I can only be happy 
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ID proportion as I shall be able to folfil bts Majesty's wishn^ tod to jwtifyv 
in any degree, the trust he has been graciously pleased to repose m me. 

I shall take cm early opportunity to communicatie with your Lordship on 
the yarious matters contained in your last dispalcheB^ dated the ^S^ <uui 26th 
September. At present I can do little more than to adcnowled^ their 
reoeipt^ and to state that it is my intention^ as it was that of Sir Harry 
Burrard^ to move with the troops from this on Almeida and Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; this^ your Lordship will observe by Lord William Bentinck*s 
letter of the 2d October^ is recommended by the Spanish Generals ; and 
I think it preferable^ for many reasons^ to a movement by sea to Corunna, 
which at this season would be tedious and uncertain; and where the 
country, already exhausted by General Blake*s army, will, perhaps, scarcely 
be able to supply the equipment required, to enable the corps, under Sir 
David Baird, when landed, to move forward. 

The march from this will be by three routes, Coimbra, Guarda, and 
Alcantara ; one regiment will begin its march the day after to-morrow in 
the direction of Coimbra, and all may be forwarded to a short distance, in 
their different routes, in the course of a week or ten days; but when they 
will be able to proceed further, or to pass the frontier of Portugal, it is 
impossible for me, at this instant, to say ; it depends upon a knowledge of 
country which I am still without, and upon Commissariat arrangements 
yet unmade ; but every effort shall be made by me, and those under me, 
ta accomplish so desirable an object before the rains set in. I cannot con- 
clude without mentioning the very great assBtance I reoeive firom Sir Harry 
Burrardi who acts with a degree of candour, of which few people would be 
capable under such circumstances^ He seems^ on thU occasion^ to put 
himself aside^ and to give every thing to me^ and to a service he thinks the 
most important, with as much liberality as if he himself were personally 
concerned in the conduct of it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moorb. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, 

MY LORD9 LiMhon, 9th Oct. 1806. 

I AM honoured with your Lordship's letter^ pri^te^ which ac- 
companied the public dispatch of the S5th September. I am very sensible 
of your Lordship's attention to me on this occasion. I shall avail myself 
of the permission you are kind enough to give me to correspond with you 
unofficially^ and fAiali communicate^ withofrt reserve^ every thing that can 
give you pleasure^ or^ in any d^^ree^ contribute to promote the public service. 
The great object at present is to get the troops out of Portugal before the 
rains set in ; but^ at this instant, the army is without equipment of any 
kind^ either for the carriage of the light baggage of regiments^ artillery stores^ 
Commissariat stores, or other appendages of an army ; and not a magazine 
is formed in any of the routes by which we are to march. Hie few days 
which Sir Harry Burrard held the command only enabled him to ascertain 
his wants, but not to remedy them. I mention this circumstance in the 
fest place, because it is a truth ; and in the next, to prevent your Lordship 
from being too sanguine^ as to the probable period of my reaching the 
North of Spain. It is my intention to forward from this to Almeida as 
much ammunition and artillery stores as I can ; and to form there also a 
depdt of provisions and other stores. Whatever comes with Sir David Baird, 
and from England, may be landed, or remain on board a ship at Corunna, 
to be forwarded from thence to such place, in that line, as may hereafter 
be judged most fit ; but as yet I have no information from Madrid^ but 
what is contained in Lord William Bentinck's letter of the 2d October. 
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I shall, probably, have an opportunity of writing to you very soon ; but 
I hope your Lordship will have the goodness to excuse me for not entering 
upon further details at present, occupieci^ as I must necessarily be, in entering 
upon a command of such importance, and in the necessary arrangements for 
the march I am about to undertake. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY L0RI>i Liihw, 18M OcMer, 1808: 

Since I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 9th 
instant, I have received your Lordship's letter, marked private, of the 30th 
September, inclosing copies of your instructions to Sir David Baird, and of 
your letter to Lord William Bentipck ; a statement of transports, and a paper 
of tlie Marquis of Romana upon the line of march from Corunna into Cas- 
tile. I immediately wrote to Sir David Baird, to inform him of my inten* 
tion to march the whole of the troops by land, and to prevent his sending 
round the transports from St. Andero to Corunna ; but had I wished to send 
any part of the army by sea, I could have done it without the aid of these 
transports, as there still remains here, after the embarkation of the French, 
tonnage for 12,000 men. I have received letters within these two day$ 
from Lord William Bentinck, from Madrid, of the 8th instant, in which he 
mentioned that the Spanish Government had been thrown into a considerable 
degree of alarm, in consequence of a letter intercepted from the Government 
of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan, informing him, that between the l6th of 
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October and l6th November, 66,000 infantry, and from 5 to 7,000 cavalry 
would enter Spain. Lord William seems to consider this alarm, upon the 
whole, as salutary, although he gives credit to the contents of the letter ; 
as the former supineness of the Central Council, its confidence and indiffer- 
ence to the existing danger, had been succeeded by a state of great activity. 
The troops from Madrid had been ordered to advance by double marches. 
General Castanos was sent to the army ; and a determination was come to 
appoint Mr. Morla of Cadiz, Minister for the War department, a man, from 
whose ability and energy of character, much benefit was to be expected. 
A letter was also written to Mr. Stuart, by Count "Florida Branca, to press 
the immediate junction of the British force. The letters which I wrote, 
both to Lord William and Mr. Stuart, on the 1 0th, would inform them of 
the succours coming from England, and the measures I was taking to acce* 
lerate the march of the troops. 

It is impossible to be more anxious than I am to get forward ; but it is 
needless to take forward troops without the means to enable them to act ; 
and however light the equipment I have fixed, yet the difficulty of pro^ 
curing it is very considerable; add to this, a Commissariat extremely 
izealous, but quite new and inexperienced in the important duties which it 
now falls to their lot to execute. I am, however, sufficiently aware of the 
importance of even the name of a British army in Spain, and I am hurrying 
us much as jxMsible. The greatest part of the troops are in motion ; in 
the course of tliis week all will, I hope, be clear of Lisbon^ As soon as they 
are placed on their different routes, and I have concluded the arrangements 
here, I shall leave the conduct of the marches to the Generals conducting 
the diflferent columns, and shidl proceed myself direct to Ahneida, to deter- 
mine their further movement. 

I have received no report yet of the arrival of Sir David Baifd. I expect 
it daily^ and have already sent two Staff Officers to jcnn him. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

JoH^i^^ Moors/ 



/ 
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Letter from Sir Jolin Moore to Lord CastUreagh. 

MY LOBDj LUhon,\Bth October, IBOA. 

I WISH I could announce to your Lordship a greater progress^ 
and that this letter had been addressed from any where but from Lisbon. 
All I can assure you of is^ that I am labouring in my vocation, and if each 
day does not produce all the effect I could wish, or which, perhaps, I have 
a right to expect ; yet there is no day which has not produced some, and we 
are accordingly getting on. In none of the departments is there any want 
of zeal ; but in some of the important ones there is mudi want of experience^ 
****** This remark applies partilmlarly to the Com* 
missariat, few of whose members have even seen an army in the field. The 
short maritime expeditions in which they have been employed, require but 
middling talents, and give them but little or no experience of the <^)eniitions 
they are now called upon to perform. I have no complaint to make. Mr. 
Erskine is a clever man, of strict integrity ; but still his habits have not 
been such of late, as to prepare him Smt a situation, to fill which so much 
ability and enei^y should be united. Mr. £rskine's character for integrity 
and honour may be of much use at the head of the department. * * 

I have only touched upon this subject in my official letter ; but I take 
the liberty you have given me to address you privately, to impress it seriidusly 
upon your Lordship's attention, as one of the greatest importance. The 
department itself must not be looked to ; in it, I am persuaded, proper 
Officers will not be found ; but men of business and of resource are to be 
found in London ; and it is such men only who are fit for the higher 
branches of the Commissariat. 



I :haire tio hope of igetting forward at present with tnore than the Ifglit 
•baggage of the troops, the amsmnltion immediately necessary for tlie aenrice 
of tifie artiUeiy, and a Teiy scanty supply of medicines. The dep6t whii^ 
I wish to establish at Almeida^ I cannot wait for ; but 1 hope the expert 
ence which is acquired in setting the troops in motion, will enable the Com- 
missariat, when we are gone, to forward what is wanted for Almeida. 

The Officers proposed to be sent from Madrid and the Spanish army, 
are not yet arrived ; but, upon the mformation I have, I shall proceed, and 
am retarded only by my own arrangement. Money and shoes are the two 
articles we shall be principally in want of; and with respect to shoes, what- 
ever quantities are sent, I should wish they were carefully inspected, as in 
general they are very bad. B. Gen. Sontag came here some time ago 
from Oporto. He shewed me your Lordship's instructions, to be employed 
in the South of Spain ; but the Spaniards have expressed a dislike to have 
foreigners sent amongst them, though they are pleased to see any English* 
men. I should, therefore, upon this ground, have thought it proper to «top 
General Soiitag ; but it appears to me no longer necessary to employ Officers 
in the^Sisttot provinces, since the'Ceritral Government is formed at Madrid ; 
T^rifli whidh l 'shaH he henceforward in direct communication. I have, there- 
fore, also put an end to Major Cox*s mission at Seville, and have ordered 
him to return to his Teghncttt at t5ibra(ltar ; and I beKeve it will be equally 
tiecessary soon tO'caH in the other Officers employed in'diis manner with 
the different Spanish armies. I understand that Colonel Doyle received at 
lirst, from some of the provincial Governments, the rank of B. General; 
and he has now got, from General Blake, that of Marshal de Camp, or 
Major General. It strikes me as an impropriety in British Officers to take 
rank in a foreign service without the King^s permission ; and dangeroas in 
another ^view, as iJie hope of such promotion may tempt them to forget the 
interest of the service for which they were sent, and their duty as British 
•Officers. At any rate, I see no good purpose it can answer ; and when the 
armies join it may be troublesome. 

I have Ihe honour to be, &c. 

JofiN Moore. 

KK 
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P. S. I propose to employ B. General Soiitag in taking charge of the 
sick left at Lisbon^ and in forwarding them to the army when recovered; 
and in assisting in forwarding the different articles for the use of the army, 
and the dep6t at Almeida. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Li9hon,9^th October, ISM. 

Every thing is now clear of Lisbon, except two r^ments 
which march to-morrow and the day following ; and I shall myself leave 
it in a couple of hours. 

I am under the necessity of sending General Hope with the artillery^ 
cavalry, and a corps of infantry, in all about 6,000 men, by the great road 
leading from Bads^os to Madrid \ as every information agreed, that no other 
was fit for the artillery,^ or could be recommended for the cavalry. This is 
a great round, and will separate the corps^ for a time, from the rest of the 
army ; but there ia no help for it ; the road turns to the left a short distance 
from Madrid, and leads upon Espinar, from whence it can be directed on 
Valladolid and Burgos> or whatever other place may be judged hereafter 
best for the assembling of the army. 

Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna on the 13th instant; but as it had 
not been previously notified to the Provincial Junta, he was not permitted 
to land his troops until an answer was received from Madrid. I have not 
heard from Sir David ^nce that answer was returned \ but I conclude that 
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he landed on the Slst I have written to him to march. upon Astorga as 
soon as his corps is equipped. With the infantry which marched from this 
direct upon Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo^ I shall not advance beyond 
Salamanca; until the corps under Baird and Hope approach Astorga and 
Espinar^ but shall collect them in Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Salamanca. 
This, at least, is my intention at present ; and I shall consider myself fortu- 
nate if they reach those places before the first rains, which, in general, last 
six or eight days, and fall so heavy, that, during their continuance, the 
troops must halt. 

I have directed Sir David Baird to form a small depot of provisions and 
ammunition at Astorga. I am endeavouring to form one at Almeida ; l)ut 
the difficulty of carriage through Portugal is such, that it is extremely 
doubtful whether it will be formed in time to be of much use. As we ad- 
vance, Corunna must be the place from whence our supplies from England 
are drawn ; Lisbon and Portugal become then of no use to us. 1 have, 
however, under present circumstances, and until the army is united, thought 
it right to request Sir Charles Cotton not to send home the transports ; and 
to this he has consented, unless he should be otherwise directed from 
England. Some ordnance and other ships should, at any rate, be left at 
Lisbon, for the conveyance of such stores and provisions as may be wanted 
to Corunna. 

Colonel Lopez, the Officer sent to me from Madrid, was with me two 
days ; he is now gone to aid General Hope's march. He is very confident 
we shall not want supplies ; and it is upon this general assurance of the 
Spanish Government that I am leading the army into Sptin without any 
established magazines. In this situation nothing is more essentially requi- 
site than money ; and, unfortunately, we have been able to procure here 
very little. Sir David Baird has come without any, and his troops paid only • 
to the 34th September; and from this we could only send him ^.8,000. 
Mr. Erskine has, I believe, written upon this subject, and I should hope 
that a supply was now on its passage. It is my intention as soon as I have 
made the necessary arrangements for the troops at Almeida and Rodrigo, 
&c. to go for a few days to Madrid. No Commander in Chief is yet named, 
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andil: feacr the consequences^ should die French^ leinfinacec^ be able to act 
ofieBsivdjr^ and die diiBferent Spanish, armies continue ta be directed by 
ai Council residing at Madrid. 

I hare the honour to be^ &c. 

John MooRB. 
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Resolution of a Council of JVar of Spanish Generals. 

Tudela,,^th Nov. ISOSh 

Attention being had to the actual state, of penury and want^ 
which: die Army of the Centre^ destitute of the most necessary means^ is 
sufl^fling; considering also that their efl^ctive force is much less than had 
been supposed^ it is agreed that in the present moment^ it cannot he of ' as«- 
sistance to the Army of the Left^. notvirithstanding the conviction of the ur-' 
gency of such assistance. But it is agreed that the Estremadura. troops, 
which ought to arrive at Burgos on the 6th or Jth of the present months 
should pass towards Ona and Friasto support the right of Geneml Blake ; 
and: that then the army of the Centre^ leaving a flying corps of observation 
on the riglit bank of the Ebro towards Calaorra, should unite itsdf to the 
anny of Arragon, for the purpose of acting ofienaively, as circumstances 
may require ; this being the best means of remedying the actual state of 
weakness, and of accomplishing diat system of movements which die com- 
pmnK^ve state of ours and of the Enemy's force requires* 
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To H. E. Charles Stuart. 

SIR, 

The Supreme Genfral .Funtfe^ is assured that nothing is more 
necessary in the acttiat state- of afiairs than to unite i^ast the common 
Enemy the-greatest military force possible, to dislodge him without the least 
delay from the Spanish territory, and that it is expedient that the British 
auxiliary troops unite, with the greatest expedition, with the Spanish army, 
in order to co-operate with it ; and anxious ikuA tfiie Bifitish troops should 
march with the celerity that circumstances and the interests of the two go- 
vernments require, I am directed by the Supreme Junta to acquaint your 
Excellency with its wishes, so that the march and union of the English 
troops with our armies may be accelerated, as highly favourable to the com- 
mon cause we defend ; requesting your Blxcellency to take the necessary 
steps to effectuate this, the Supreme Junta is ready to contribute most pow- 
erfully on its part to remove every obstacle, and render every assistance pos- 
sible, and is persuaded that Y, E. on your part will effectually labour for 

the same purpose. 

I have the honour, &c. 

6 iVbtr. Aranjuez. PedrO CeVALLOS. 
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MUY SENIOR MIO, 

La Suprema Junta Centfal' reconoce que en la situacion' actual 
nada es tan necessario como reunir contra eV Enemigo comun la mayor iu- 
erza armada posi bile, p' desalbfiirle sin perder fnomento del teititorio Es- 
pan'ol, y que comviene que las tropas Britanicas auxiliares se reunan ala 
mayor brebedtidal Exercito Itbeitmd^omi^pii^haffe obi^^ de concierto; y 
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descarido que las tropas Britanicas marchen con la celeridad que exigen las 

circumstancias y los interezes de ambos Govienios^ tengo orden de S. M. la 

Suprema Junta de manifestar a V. S. sus deseos deque se accelero la marcha 

y reunion de las tropas Inglesas con nuestros exercitos^ como seumamente 

conducente al bien dela cauza que defendemos^; convidande a V. S. atomar 

de comun acuerdo las providencias correspondientes al efecto, jT la Suprema 

Junta esta pronta contriviun poderosamente per su parte ala remocion de 

todo embarazo, y a facilitan todos los auxilios oportunos que esten en su ar« 

bitrio, al paso que se luongea deque V, S. p' ^u parte con airrira eficarmente 

al mismo intento. Tengo el honor de ofrecer a V. S. mis deseos de compla^ 

cerlo y serverle. Dios giie a V, S. m. a^. Aranjuez 6 de Noviembre del 

1808. B. L. M. de V. S. su al Seg. Sen 

Pedro Cevallos* 
S^ Stuart. 



Letter from Viscount CastUreagh to Lieutenant-General 

Sir John Moore. 

SIR, Downing Street, 14 iVov. 1808. 

With the exception of the four regiments of cavalry and two 
troops of horse artillery, which are under orders to embark upon the 
return of the horse transports from Corunna, your army, consisting 
of the numbers stated in the margin *, will, I trust, by the time this dispatch 
shall reach you, have assembled on such points of the Spanish frontier as 
have been concerted with the Spanish Government, and be preparing to 
advance. 

* From Portugal ^ J45.— FramEDgl^iid 14,5G1.— CaTsfay, &c to go S^7Ga<— Total, 41^0. 
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In entering upon service in Spain you will keep in mind that the British 
army is sent by His Majesty as an auxiliary force^ to support the Spanish 
Nation against the attempts of Buonaparte to eflfect their subjugation. 

You will use your utmost exertions to assist the Spanish armies in sub- 
duing and expelling the Enemy from the Peninsula ; and in the conduct of 
your command you will conform to the regulations hereafter stated with 
respect to the question of military rank, and your intercourse with the Go- 
vernment of Spain. . ' . ., ^, 

In framing these Instructions it is necessary distinctly to provide first, for 
the case of the Spanish Government having entrusted the command of their 
armies to a GeneraUssimo, or Commander in Chief; and secondly, for the 
case which has hitherto existed^ of distinct armies, each commanded by its 
own General. 

Should the Spanish Government appoint a Commander in. Chief of aU 
their armies (the necessity of which appointment every day's experience ap- 
pears to demonstrate) you will consider yourself as placed under the ordei^ 
of that officer. 

If the armies of Spain should remain as they have hitherto done, under 
their respective chiefs, the co-operation of the British army must, in that 
case, remain to be settled as a matter of concert by you with the comman- 
ders of the respective armies of Spain, in connection with whom you may 
be carrying on operations. 

When the officers of the British and Spanish armies meet in service, they 
must take rank according to the dates of their respective commissions, with- 
out reference to tl^ powers from whom those commissions are derived, pro- 
vided such commissions are at present acknowledged by the Supreme Go- 
vernment of Spain. 

You are to consider that the British force under your command is intended 
to act as a field army, to be kept together as far as the circumstances of the 
war will permit ; and that all ordecp- from the Commander in Chief, pro- 
ceeding either directly or through his staff, are tp be given to the British 
army through you as its immediate Commander i that it is not to be sepa- 
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rated mto detachments, tidir my detecliment to be made from it but witli 
your entire cohfeurrence, ^tiSi hyycmr express Drder. It is not to be em- 
ployed tn gamsdns, M^hereby 'a inat^al liithnifiition would be made ttf its 
ciftectivfe istiieit^h in tte fleW, nor to be occupied in sieges without your par- 
ticular consent. 

Whenever -you shall ^ikve 4)Cta^bn to "make any commutfication to the 
Spdnii^ ^ovemtneht, yton atie 1:6 cofrespond wHh it through the Mhii^tef at 
Madrid, and all communications from the Spanish Government are to be 
made to you through the same channel ; anjl although communications 
either from the Spanish Government bt (he IBritbh. Minister are not to be 
considered '1>y you ias in the iiafture of orders, jrou mil nevertheless receive 
mich requisitions or representations upon all occasions with the utmost 
deference and attention ; and in case you shall feel it your duty to dissent 
from them, you will tate care to represent in the fullest manner your rea- 
sons for so doing, as well to the British Mimster, for the information of tiie 
Spanish Covemmetft, as to the Government at home. 

You are also to keep up a constant and intimate correspondence with the 
British "Minister, and to co-operate in the most cordial manner with him in 
carrying on the pubKc service. 

"Should any difference -df opinion arise on important militaty subjects be- 
tween you and the Spanrsh "Commander in Chief, you are to consider it your 
duty to pay obedience in the first instance to the orders you may receive*; 
but ybu will, if you shall think it necessary, make a representation there- 
upon, through the British Minister, to the Supreme Govemttent of Spain, 
as also to me for His Majesty's information. 

As It is of peculiar importance, at the present moment, that His Majesty's 
Government should receive early, regular, and detailed reports of your pro- 
ceedings, 1 am.to desite that you wiYl mi&e it a rule to address a dispatdi to 
me at least once in evety week, or ias much oftener as any occurrence of suf- 
flcieiit importance may arise, altvays Iking careful to send duplicates of the 
preceding dispactch fey the subsequent conveyance. 

It AviU be most gratef ni to His Majesty to And that the interoourse 
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bettreen the British army and the Spaniards has been invariably distinguished 
by marks of reciprocal confidence and kindness. His Majesty cannot doubt 
diat the most exemplary discipline will be observed ; and His Majesty com- 
mands me particularly to enjoin, that the utmost respect and deference 
should be shewn by his troops upon all occasions towards the manners. and 
customs of the Spanish Nation. His Majesty trusts that the example and 
influence of the officers will be directed to inspire this sentiment throughout 
every branch of the army. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
^ Castlereagh. 

To Lieta. -General Sir John Moore ^ K. B. Sgc ^c. fyc. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, SaUuncanca, 2Atk Nw. 1S08. 

I HAD the honour upon the 17th instant to receive your 
Lordship's dispatches of the 2d, conveyed to me by a King's Messenger. 

My Letter from Lisbon of the syth October would apprize your Lord 
ship, that having concluded every arrangement there, I was about to follow 
the troops then already upon their march into Spain. As I travelled with 
my own horses, and was necessarily detained by business, at different places^ 
upon the road, I did not reach Salamanca until the 13th. On the day fol* 
lowing the regiments b^an to arrive^ and continued daily to come in by 
corps in succession. The three divisions of infantry, which marched under. 

LL 
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Lieut-GeQ. Fraser^ Major-Q^)er^ V^g^ &q4 B$Re^f!pffd^ M» now aU htMi 
tqgetljer with one brigac|e of artittirf , iwhMb». wife ilafioite difficul!^ foli 
lowed the road by Abrantes an4 Casj^ B)jM^o« One brigade of ia&titiy^ 
which left Lisbon last, is still absent, |t i^ employed in the esoort of thtf 
ordnance^ and the other stores which are forwarding for tibe service of the 
Army. 

The troops have performed their march well^ in spite of veiy bad 
weather, and the worst roads I ever saw. Their appeiurance now is as good^ 
and their fitness for service much better, than when they left Lisbon. 
Their .conciuct upon the march, and since their arrival here, has been 
exemplary. All this does them honouji^^ and marks strongly the care and 
attention of the Generals and Officers who conducted the marches, and who 
are in the immediate command of the troops. 

Lieut.-General Hope, with the corps which marched from Badajos, in 
the direction of Madrid, will arrive, with the head of that division, at 
Arevalo, on the 25th ; where I have ordered it to halt, and to close up. 
The first of the troops under Sir David Baird, from Corunna, reached As- 
torga on the 13th; and the whole, including the 7th, lOth, and 15th 
dragoons, will be assembled there about the fifth of December ; before whidi 
time General Hope's corps will also be collected at Arevalo. 

If we are not interrupted, the junction of the Army will be eiSected early 
in the next month. But the French, after beating the army of Estrema* 
dura, are advanced to Burgos. Gen. Blake's army in Biscay has been 
defeated, dispersed, and its officers and soldiers are flying in every direc- 
tion ; and the armies of Castanos and Palafox^ on the Ebro and Alagopj^ are 
at too great a distance to render me the smallest assistance. Under sii.ch 
circumstances the junction of this Army becomes exceedingly precarious, 
and requires to be conducted vnih much circumspection. Should the 
FVench advance upon us beft)re it is effected^ Sir David Baird must retire upon 
Corunna, and I shall be forced to fell back upon Portugal, or to join General 
Hope, and retire upon Madrid. 

The information which your Lordship must already be in possession of,' 
renders it perhaps less necessary for me to dwell upon the state of afiairs 
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in ^pSLiAy sD cli^Mttt ifom tiiiat vkSf^ i^w to be ^Ifpectedi, from the reportt 
Hst tbe c^c^*8 einpk^d lit ^e head quarters of the diflfeirent Spanish 
iirhiiefer. Tbey <eem n\\ of thetti to haVe been most miserably deceived ; 
fc/fr vtitGi lately^ and sitote the arrival df Mr. Stuart and Lord William Ben^ 
Hkidk BitMtAtid, ai^ of Cotonel Griiham at the Central Army, no just re- 
pr(ese^ta(4on isiaenks crrer to have be^ transmitted. Had the real strength and 
c6ttt{k^tion of the Spanish armites fo^n knowh> the defenceless stBte of the 
country, and the cha^ttcter of the Central GoVermnent, I conceive that 
C!adi2, nbl Corunna, would have bieen ehos6n for the disembairkation of the 
tfo^ ftiokn England ; and Seville tft Cordova, not Salamanca^ would have 
b^n lielect^d fot tile pro}i^ place Ibr the skssenibling of this Army. 

'Ph^ 8{)ahfeh Gov^him^tt do not seetn ever to have eohtempl&ted the pos- 
sibility of a second attack, and are certainly quite unpr^ared to meet that 
which is novir madie upon them. Their armies are inferior €ven iii number 
to Che French. That Whidi Bl^ke toMmanded, including Ronian^*s eorps^ 
did IH* ext«^ 5f ,000. A great proportion of the^ ykete pedSaittly. Thfe 
tarftli^ of Ca^tMfoS atid I^alafox united dd hot novr «)ifeeed ' 40^090^ and 
are not, I suspect, of a better description ; ftnd until- iMely tbi^f Were mvtdh 
weaker. 

In the provinces no armed force whatever exists, either for immediate pro- 
tection, or to reinforce the armies. The French cavalry from Burgos, in 
small detachments, are over-running the province of Leon, raising contribu- 
tions, to which the inhabitants submit without the least resistance. The 
enthusiasm, of which we heard so much, no where appears ; whatever good- 
will there is (and I believe amongst the lower order there is a great deal) is 
taken no advantage of. 

I am at tbis moment in no communication with any of the Generals com- 
manding the Spanish armies. I am ignorant of their plans, or of those of 
the Government. General Castanos, with whom, after repeated application, 
I was desired to communicate, for the purpose of combining tbe operations 
of the British Army, was deprived of his cirtiM^tid at the moment I had 
begun my correspondence vfrith hliH. ^« l^lai^iHi df' RbAiaila, who'is 
appointed his successor, is still at Santander. Whatever weight the Marquis 
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may have^ when he assumes the command^ General Castanos had v^ little; 
the Generals intrigued against him, and civil Commissaries sent by th^ 
Supreme Junta^ without any plan of their own^ served no other purpose but 
to recite dissention^ and to controul his actions. In this state of things it 
is difficult for me to form any plan for myself, beyond the assembling of the 
Army. I shall then be in a state to undertake something; and if the 
Spaniards, roused by their misfortunes, assemble round us, and become once 
more enthusiastic and determined, there may still be hopes of repelling the 
French. It is my wish to lay before your Lordship, for the information of 
Government, things exactly as they are : it answers no good purpose to 
represent them otherwise, for it is thus that we must meet them. I fed no 
despondency in myself, nor do I wish to excite any in others, ' but our situa* 
tion is likely soon to become an arduous one. 

Reverses must be expected — and, though I am confident this Army will 
always do its duty, yet ultimate success will depend more upon the Spaniards 
themselves, and their enthusiastic devotion to their cause, than on the efforts 
of the British ; who, without such aid, are not sufficiently numerous to resist 
the armies which will be immediately opposed to them. ' 

I have the honour, &c. 

JOHK M0QRE» 



Letter frcm Sir John Moore to Lard Oastlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, Nov. 24, 1808. 

,1 HAVE been so much occupied with the business of the Army, 
that;I have trusted to Mr.Frere, Mr. Stuart, and Lord W. Bentinck, to 
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ocmfey to your Lordshijp a just representation of the state^ civil and militarjv 
lof this Country. This army is certainly too much adventured^ and risks to be 
brought into action before it is united^ and before its stores, ammunition^ 
&c. are brought forward to enable it to act. I never understood the meaning 
of the Spanish Generals, in separating their armies^ beyond communicadon, 
on each flank of the French ; but I gave them credit that their plans were 
calculated upon their strength, and framed upon a knowledge of country, and 
other circumstances of which I was ignorant ^ and as they proposed Burgos, 
1 certainly thought I was perfectly safe m assembling the army at Salamanca; 
but if I had had sooner a conception of the weakness of the Spanish armies, 
the defenceless state of the country, the apparent apathy of the people, and 
the sdfish imbecility of the Government, I should certainly have been in ho 
haste to enter Spain, or to have approached the scene of action, until die 
army was united, and every preparatory arrangement made for its advance ; 
after I was here, and the tix)ops were landed at G>runna, it was too late to* 
retire, though I fear it may prove the wisest thing I could have done ; for I 
see nothing that has a chance of resisting the force that is now brought against 
this country. There seems neither to be an army, generals, nor a government* 
I cannot calculate the power of a whole people determined and enthusiastic,, 
if persons are brought forward with ability to direct it ; hut at present notiiing 
of this kind appears, and yet 1 see no other chance Spain has of resistance. 
We are here by ourselves, left to manage the best way we can, without com- 
munication with any other army ; no knowledge of the strength or position, 
of the Enemy, but what we can piek up in a country where we are strangers, 
and in complete ignorance of the plans or wishes of the Spanish Government. 
Indeed, as far as I can learn, the Junta, alarmed at their situation which they 
might have fore9een and obviated, are incapable . of forming any plan, or of 
coming to any fixed determination.. I have of course communicated my . 
sentiments to Mr. Frere,, and in a late letter have plainly told him,, that the 
ruin of the Spanish cause seemed to me so inevitable,, that it would very soon 
become my duty to consider alone the safety, of the British army, and with- 
draw it from a contest which risked its destruction, without the prospect o£ 
doing the least gpod. In the mean time^ I am in constant communication!^ 



Sir David Baird and General Hope* Evay thing is forwarding IboiQ 
Comnna and Lisbon that we can watit, as fast as the natural difficalttes ef 
tiie ocmntries through which they pass, and the scantjr means of confefiMiM 
thejr afiford, will allow. Every effort shkll be exerted on my ptrt^ and thttk 
of the cheers widi me/ to unite the army. But your Lordship must be 
prepared to hear that we have foiled ; for situated as we are, suo^ess. dinnM 
be conamanded by any efforts we can maloe^ if the Enemy are prepared W 
oppose us. I am withoat a shilling of money to pay the army their subsis-- 
tence, and I am in daily iqpprehension that from tlve want of it^ our supj^ies 
will be stopped. The 500,000 dollars your Lordship mentions, Sir David 
Baird considered as sent to him ; he detained them, and has i«early eipendetf 
diem. The money which it is possible to procure at Madrid and in other toWM 
of Spain is quite trifling, and it is impossible to describe the raribarrassment we 
are thrown into from the want of this essential article; nothing but abundance 
of money, and prompt payments, will compensate when we b^n to meve^ 
for the want of experience and ability of our Commissariat Mr.E^kine 'm 
still at Lisbon, confined to his bed with the gout. Tliere must be a change 
in the head of this department : your Loiybhip seems to have misunderstoodl 
me; assistants can easily be procured every where, but it is a man of ability to 
direct, that is wanted. And believe me, my Lord, that it is essentially neces« 
sary to find one if this army is kept together, even if to do it, you deviate from 
the common line, and place a man as the head, who has never before been 
in the department ; but I beg to be understood, that, unless the change is 
essentially for the better, it will do more harm than good. The changes 
which have already taken place have only tended to puzzle us the more, for 
Mr. Kennedy is a very respectable man, and is at least as good as any of his 
colleagues in the department. I have transmitted to Mr. Erskine, copies of 
Mr. Harrison's and Mr. Burgman*s letters, which accompanied your dis- 
patches, but I doubt if money to any considerable amount can be procured 
in any part of Spain, and your Lordship must be prepared to supply it from 
England. Provisions can be of no use to us, unless we were acting upon the 
coast ; it would be impossible, when at a distance, to have them conveyed t» 
us, or to find the means of their accompanying the moveadent of the troops. 
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It is vij intentioa to make the troops find th^ir own meat, and to call upon 
the Commissary for breads wine^ asd forage only. This would be attended 
with many good e^^ts^ besides easing the Commissariat. The troops would 
be satisfied with less meat^ and would gradually leam to live upon what the 
country produced in greatest abundance ; but to adopt thi3 plan, I must be 
oertain of mon^ to pay them, which at present I am not. With respect to 
the ofiio^rs employed with the armies^ I cannot help thinking, though pro*** 
bably not intentionally^ that th^ have done harm, as the intelligence they 
have conveyed has tended to deceive; for nothing can differ more from the real 
state of Spain^ the strength^ condition, and composition of its armies, than 
all the representations I have ever read, which they had sent, 

Major-Generall^ith is an old acquaintance of mine^and he perfectly deserve? 
the character you give of him ; ddfiough from letters I have seen from him^ I 
Ijiink he has in some instances mistaken thepurposes of his mission. At present 
be canbe of little use with a dispersed army; and as from the General Officers 
who left us, we are in want of Officers to command the brigades, I trust yoift 
will approve of my having ordered him to join Sir David Baird ; he will leave 
one of the officers attached to him to carry on the oorrespondence. 

[This passage contains observations on the abilities of several individuals^ 
Spanish and British^ very important for Ministers, but not proper for 
the public eye.]* * * * # * 



The British officers employed with the Spanish armies should confine 
themselves to their duty to transmit feithiul statements of all that passes^ 
but should keep aloof from all cabals or intrigues* I have no uneasiness 
aboiut the relative rank I should hold when serving with the Spcmish Ge* 
nerals, thou^ perhaps it will be right for the British Government to stipulate 
something upon this head. My situation at the head of so large a British 
force will always give me sufficient infiuence. The tone of ray letter to 
Gen£;i;al Castanos wa^ oo^ciliajtoryj^ and taiding to convey that I considered 



264 

'him as chief of the Spanish army, the person whose mshes I desired ta fol«* 
low, »id begged him to communicate them to me. I shall adopt the same 
style in my correspondence with the Marquis of Romana. I perfectly feet 
the p6wer I have as commanding an auxiliary force, to depart from any plan I 
disapprove ; but this need not be produced unless required ; it is natural that 
the Commander of the Spanish army should be considered as the Commander 
of the whole. What I have stated in my official dispatch of the conduct of 
the troops, is not more than they deserve : nothing can exceed their be- 
haviour : it is the surprize and admiration of the Spaniards. # # ♦ 
* * ♦ At Almeida was the only exception. * * 

One of the soldiers who was sentenced to be hanged by a Court Martial, I 
ordered to be executed ; and I spoke rty mind pretty freely to both the officers 
and soldiers as I passed Almeida. I hope this will have a good effect; and that 
when they join the army, they will behave better. Brigaier-General Charles 
Stuart is with General Hope. 1 forwarded his letter to him ; and I hear 
good accounts both of him and of the Cavalry. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 



M. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castkreagh. 

MY LORD, Salanumca, 9Sth Nov. 1808. 

In answer to your Lordship's Letter, inclosing the Copy of a 
Warrant for the assembling a Court of Enquiry to investigate the circum- 
stances under which the late Convention in Portugal was concluded ; I have 
only to say, that I hope^ in the middle of such operations as I am at present 
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engaged in, I shall not be desired to said home the Adjutant and Quarter- 
Master Generals of the Army ; the two Officers upon whom hinges the whole 
business of the Army. It is hardly necessary for nie to dwell upon such a 
subject ; the Members themselves must be sufficiently acquainted with the 
inconvenience which must attend such a measure to me ; and the injury 
which it will occasion to the service* I trust that the Court and Parties will 
either dispense with the evidetice of these officers^ or that they will send out 
the questions which they wish to be angered ; when they can be taken upon 
oatJi here, before the Deputy Judge Advocate of the army. 

Indeed, from the nature of the evidence which Brigadier-General Clinton 
anJd Colonel Murray can give, L should think this method might be adopted 
with equal advantage to all the parties : but at any rate, if this cannot be, I 
hope the Enquiry will be put otf until quieter times. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Letter Jrom Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, 25 Nov. 1808. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship's letter, men- 
tioning, that it had been determined to send Sir John Craddock to command 
in Portugal, in consequence of Sir Harry Burrard's recall ; but that his supe- 
rior rank was not to interfere with my command of the army in the field, in 
the event of the British army falling back on Portugal. Sir Harry Burrard sent 
an order to Maj.-Gen. Mackenzie, now with Sir David Baird, but who be- 
longs to the staff of Portugal, to go to Lisbon to take the command upon his 
departure ; but, as the commotions which your Lordship mentions are long 

MM 
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since quelled, and as Portugal is perfectly tranquil, I have taken upon me 
to detain Maj.-Gen. Mackenzie with Sir Darid Baird, who is much in want 
of General Officers, until the arrival of General Leith, for whom I have sent 
to St. Andero. 

Iain not prepared at this moment to answer minutely your Lordship-s. 
question .respecting the defence of Pbrtugal; but I can say generally, thai 
the front iier of Portugal is not defensible against a superior force. It is aa 
open frontier, all equally rugged, but all equally to be penetrated. If the 
French succeed in Spain, it will be Vain to attempt to resist them in Portu- 
gal. The Portuguese are without a military forces and, from the experi- 
ence of their conduct under Sir Artliur Wellesley, no dependence is to be 
placed on any aid they can give. The British must in that event, I con- 
ceive, immediately take steps to evacuate the country. Lisbon is the only 
port, and therefore the only place from whence the army, with its stores,, can 
embark. Elvas and Almeida are the only fortresses on the frontier. The 
first is, I am told, a respectable work. Almeida is defective ; and eould 
not hold out beyond ten days against a regular attack. I have ordered a 
dep6t of provisions, for a short consumption, to be formed th^re, in case 
this army should be obliged to £dl back. Perhaps the same should be done 
at Elvas. In this case we might check the progress of the Enemy, whilst 
the stores were embarking, and arrangements were made for taking off the 
Army. Beyond this the defence of Lisbon, or of Portugal, should not be 
thought of. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore^s 



■nfi 



267 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Salamanca, 26 Nov. 1806. 

It was my intention to have detained the Messenger until 
I shcnild have received from Madrid Mr. Frere's dispatches ; but I have i^- 
ceived no answer from him to the letters I wrote to him on the 19th, two 
days after the arrival of this messenger from England. I am averae to detain 
him longer^ thinking the matter contained in my letters ci the 34th suffici- 
ently important not to be longer detained. I was .the more surprized at 
not receiving any firom Mr. Frere^ as he should be able to judge^ fix>m the 
state of the Junta^ and of the public mind there, what efforts are likely to 
be made to oppose the French; and this is material to determine me whether 
to fall back on Portugal or Madrid, in case such measures are necessary. 
If I am obliged to fall back before my junction with Sir David Baird, it will, 
I think, be on Portugal. After the junction I am inclined to prefer Madrid ; 
unless I plainly see that the game is up, and resistance on the part of Spain 
vain. If we remain in Spain, too many cavalry cannot be sent, as the French 
cavalry are numerous, and tjbe Spaniards have few or none. Yesterday I 
received a letter from General Leith, from Leon ; where he liad arrived 
with the Marquis de Romana. 

I am in hopes of seeing the Marquis of Romana as he passes to Madrid ; 
and think it most important that I should. General Blake is at no great 
distance from Leon; but I believe alone, without any part of his force, 
which is completely dispersed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY hOKD^ Salamanca, 29 Nov. 1808. 

•I RECEIVED 3;*esteir€[ay evening a letter from Mr. Stuart, 
inclosing onie from Lieut.-CoI. Doyle, front Aranjuez, announcing the total 
defeat x>f the army ^f Gastanos and Palafox. My junction with Sir David 
Baird) ^which watr alwa]^ extremely doubtful, although I was determined to 
try it, IB become, I conceive, quite impracticable ; but if this army Could 
be ««ited, after the specimens we ha^ had of the very litde resistance offii^l 
by the tSpaniards, what chance has this army alone, of resisting the formidable 
immbers which will be immediately brought against it ? I conceive the 
British troops were sent in aid of the Spanish armies; but not singly to 
resist France, if the Spaniards made no efforts. By persevering longer I 
:should certainly sacrifice the Army, without benefiting Spain, I have, 
tl^refore, determined to retire. • I have ordered Sir David Baird to fall 
back on Corunna, and General Hope to endeavour, by forced marches, to 
join me at this place. I have already given your Lordship my opinion^ that 
Portugal cannot be defended against a superior Enemy ; but the Spaniards 
may still give the French some occupation, and the difficulties of the country, 
tlie swelling of the rivers, &c. may prevent the French from pushing us much, 
and' enable me to s^nd fbr a time. Tkis time can only be well ranployed 
in withdrawing the army, which can do ¥io good here; but which, if the 
Spaniards rouse, and get an able man at their head, are able to coltect^ and 
to make battle from tibie South. If landed at Cadiz we may still be usefuL 
I have desired Sir David, therefore, to repair, when embarked, to the Tagus ; 
and I should hope that your Lordship will immediately order a sufficient 
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number of transports from England to receive the Army. When I left 
Lisbon there was tonnage there for 12^000 men. It is by landing in the South 
of Spain, that now we can be of any use. The Spaniards have failed not so 
much from any fault, or weakness, in the people, as from the want of energy 
and ability in the government. If this be overset, and men of greater talent 
get to the head, there may still be a chance ; and, by throwing in arms and 
ammunition, and finally with this army, their affairs may be retrieved. 
It is, however, impossible, after what we have seen, to be very sanguine on 
this subject. 

I shall probably have an opportunity of writing to you again very soon ; 
but I was anxious not to detain Mr. Vaughan, who carries this, and who 
brought me Mr. Stuarf s letter from Madrid. I shall anxiously wait for your 
Lordship*s answer, and hope to find that the decision I have made meets 
the approbation of his Majesty's Government. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moors. 

P. S. I shall write to the G^ieral commanding in Portugal to embark 
immediately the stores of the Army ; and to send provisions to Abrantes 
and Oporto for this Army. He will provision Elvas, and make dispositions 
to aid us in covering Lisbon* - 
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Leon, le 30 Novembre, 180S. 



Du Marquis de la Romana h S. E. Mr. Le Gdn. Sir John Moore, 
' Com. G4n. de tAmUe Angloise en Espagne. 

Je viens de recevoir la lettre de votre Excellence en date 
du 28j par laquelle je suis infonn^ de la position que V. E. occupe, tandis 
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que je suis ici k r^organiser cette arm^ du Gen. Blake^ dont la fuite et la 
dispersion ne peut-£tre attribute k autre chose qu* au d^&ut de subsistance. 
La perte dans toutes les attaques^ depuis le 6 ou 7 de Nov" jusqu* au 11, 
ne devant monter qu' h mille cinq cents homines entre morts et blesses 
et prisonniers. J' esp^re que dans peu nous serons en ^t de faire quelque 
mouvement ; et je n* attends que les souliers pour les feire marcher, car 
ila sont dans un ^tat de nudit^ le plus par&it qu' on puisse imaginer, mais 
leur esprit n' est pas abbatu, et en les nourissant bien ils iront leur train. 

Je me flatte que votre correspondence sera suivie et fr^uente: en attendant 
j* ai r honneur de vous faire passer une lettre qu' un Paysan a intercept^ a 
un aide-de-camp d' un G^n^ qui est k Carrion. Si la nouvelle est vraie, il 
faut prendre ses precautions pour faire notre jonction, ou la feire au plus-tot. 
C est ce que je ne laisserai pas de vous avertir. 

Je desire aussi que V. E. m* derive en Fran5ois ; non que je n' entende pas 
parfaitement r^criture Angloise, mais parcequ' ordinairement on ecrit si vite 
que les mots m* echappent. 

En attendant j* ai V honneur de vous saluer cordialement, Mr. Le G^n^ ; 
et je vous prie de croire aux sentimens de vraie amitie avec lesquels. 

J* ai r honneur d' 6tre votre 

Tr^s humble et parfait Serviteur, 

Le M'**^ DE LA ROMANA. 



R. 



Letter from Sir Johi Moore to Lord Castlereagh. . 

MY LORD, Salamanca, Dec, 6, 1808. 

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship on the 29th of November, 
and to inform you with the determination I had come to, in consequence 
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of the defeat of the army of General Castanos ; and General Hope^ with the 
division he commands^ marched to Avila to avoid the superior cavalry of the 
Enemy in the plain^ and reached Alba de Tormes, four leagues from this, 
yesterday ; his junction is thus secured, and I am now preparing to fall back 
on Ciudad Rodrigo, The Enemy has directed his whole force towards Madrid, 
which will probably give me time to reach Portugal unmolested. Buonaparte 
b at Aranda de Duero ; reinforcements joia him daily. The French attacked 
and. carried the pass of Somma Sierra on the 27th, which opens to them that 
of theGuardarama; and they are in possession of Segovia. The few Spanish 
corps opposed to them are composed of fugitives collected from the beaten 
armies, and they offer no resistance. I have had no communication witli 
Madrid since the 30th of November ; the inhabitants had taken up arms, 
were barricading the streets, and expressed a determination to die rather than 
submit ; no such spirit has yet been manifested by any other force in Spain- 
How long the populace of a large town are likely to persevere in such a reso- 
lution, or how long they will be able to withstand the formidable attack made 
against them I cannot say. Your Lordship may believe that it was not with- 
out much reflection and extreme reluctance that I determined to withdraw 
the army from Spain, and to abandon the cause, for the success of which the 
Government ai-e so much interested, and the public mind so highly exalted. 
My letters to your Lordship of the 25th and 26th November, containing a just 
representation.of the state of affairs in this country, would tend to shew how 
much the Government and the people of England had been deceived, and 
would prepare your Lordship for the reverses which have since taken place. 
As long as there remained an army, and any hope of resistance on the part of 
the Spaniards,. I was determined to persevere, at all risks, in the junction of 
the army, and then if General Castanos had received a check, or been forced 
to retreat, it was my intention, if nothing better offered, to march upon 
Madrid, from whence getting behind the Tagus, we should have given the 
Spaniards an opportunity^ of rallying around us> and have shared their fortunes^ 
This intention I mentioned to your Lordship in my letter of the 26th, and I 
imparted it as a question to Mr. Frei'e for his opinion. But the sudden defeat 
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of General Castanos* army, so complete, and yet accomplished after so little 
resistance, shewed with what little ardour the Spaniards are inspired in their 
country's cause — it left nothing either to aid me, or to prevent the ftirther 
progress of the Enemy. The British army was at that moment on its march 
to collect at this place and Astorga. General Hope with the head of his di- 
vision was at Villa Castin, and from the collected manner in which it ws^s 
necessary to march, he could not have joined me sooner than he has done ; 
Sir David Baird's corps could not be collected at Astorga before the 4th of 
this month ; it was thus impossible for this army to have been united before 
the 14th, or 13th ; and still later before it could be ready to undertake an 
offensive movement. This time was more than sufficient to enable the 
Enemy to finish the destruction of what little Spanish force remained, and to 
turn the greatest part of his army against the British, which when united 
does not exceed 26,000 men, but which probably he would be able to attack 
whilst detached and separated. I had the most perfect conviction from ex- 
perience, of the want of energy and ability in the Sjpanish Government, and 
of the apathy of the people, and of the unprepared state of the country, and 
that upon the defeat of the armies no aid was to be expected from any other 
quarter. I considered the British army as standing alone, that its union could 
not be attempted without great hazard, and, if effected, that it could not 
withstand the great force that would be brought against it. It was vain, I 
thought, that under such circumstances it could retrieve the Spanish cause ; 
and though I ktiew the army would cheerftilly attempt whatever I ordered, I 
thought my duty called upon me not to expose it to a contest in which its 
best efforts could not promise to be successful. It may fairly be said that 
the British army never reached Spain : it cannot in the true sense be called an 
army until it is united and prepared to act ; the Spanish forces were defeated, 
and their cause lost, before the British so constituted could come to their as- 
sistance. I feel the weight of the responsibility fallen to me ; I had nothing 
but difficulties to chuse ; whether I have chosen the least, and that which 
will be the least disapproved by His Majesty and my Country, I cannot 
determine : my wish has been, to decide right : I reflected well upon 
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the different duties I had to discharge^ and if I have decided wrong, it can only 
be because I am not gifted with that judgment which was imputed to me when 
I was entrusted with this important command. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Letter from Sir JofiSfi Moore to Lord Cdstlereagh. 

• . . ■ . -f • . ■ ■ 

MY LORD. Salamanca, 5th Dec, 1809. 

Since ij^ad the honour to address my dispatch to you this 
morning, I find considerable, hopes are ^ntertain^; from the eathusiastic 
manner in which the p^ple of Madrid resist the Frcnch. I own I cannot 
derive much hope from tl^e resistance of one town against forces so formidable, 
unless the spark catches,, and the 9^me becomes pretty general ; and here 
the people remain a^ tranquil a^ if they were in prpfound .peace. 

I have however in consequence of tt^^ general opinion, which is also Mr; 
Frere's, ordered Sir David Baird to suspend: his ni^rch, and shall continue at 
this place until I see farther, and shall, be guided by circimistances. Unless 
the spirit becomes general, Msidnd must soo^ £41, Atallevenl3» if I marched 
into Portugal, it^ would be with, a view to return the moment a favourable op- 
portunity offered. But I shall not go towards Madrid until I Iqiow with more 
certainty the force of, the Enemy,, an4 see sc^fnething to convince jne rthat 
more confidence can be placed in the steadiness of the Spaniards. 

I had the honour to receive y^starday your Lordship*s dispatches pf th^ 1 5 th 
November, byMr. Windham 1st Guards. 

I have the honor to be^ &c« 

" John Moore. 

N N 
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Ex^mo S«'. 
Con esta ftia digo lo que signe al S®' Ministro de S. M. B. en Espan'^a. 

Deseando la Junta Suprenia Gubemativa del Reyno fixar de 
una vez su concepto acerca de las operaciones del Exei^ito auxiliar Yngles, y 
que la continuacion de planes decididos proporcione las ventasas que devemos 
esperar de las fuerzas Espan olas auxiliadas de las Britanicas^ ha ju^ado 
conveniente comisionar sujetos q® al caracter;i conocim^ y experfencia militar, 
reumesen las demas qualidades que se neoesitan para encargo tan importante. 
Las personas q® por todas estas consideraciones ha juzgado mas aproposito scni 
P^ Bentura Escalante^ Capitain GeneitJ de los Rs Extos y del Reyno de Gra- 
nada, Presid** de Aquelia Junta, y el Brigadier 1> Agiistin Bueno^ loscuales 
saldrdn immediatamente para Salamanca a^trat&r con -Ids S. S. Generales del 
Exto Yngles^ y conviilar con ellos quantas medldas, planes, e ideas sean 
oportunas, decidan sobre las operacion' militares y demas puntos q^ ocurran 
y convenga arreglar ; afin de q® las tropas de S. M . B. obren de cohcierto con 
las nuestras, y accelerando sus movimientos convinados^ se eviten dUaciones 
tan contrarias ala noble empresa importante a ambas Naiciones, cuyos lazes 
de amistad y de alianza van a estrechiar tnas y itaas 'riesgos comunes, y uha 
gloria en q* ntra geherosa attxilitCr tendrd la tbvLj^ pte. 

Y lo traslado a V. E. para*su gobifemo y ij^^le conste la autdriisteion de y 
van revestidos el Gen^ EsG^dante y el Brigadier Bueno. 

Dios gue* a V. E. u^ a^. R^PalaciodeArarijue^ 28 dfeNovembre del8o8. 

Maiitin de Garay. 

f 

S^ Gen^ en Xefe delastfapas de SJM. B. en Espana. 
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EafK> Sir Moor GTral delExercito de S. M, B. 
':.■: .. \ ^xmoSemoir.. •. ' 

SEN^ORj 

Muy Serf or nuestro y de- nuestro mayor aprecio. La Junta 
Militar y Politica^ formada de todas las autoridades^ reunidas en nombre 
del Rey que Dios guarde para a^der ala defensa de esta Corte que se halla 
amenada por los Enemigos ; tiene el honor de hacer presente a V. E. con la 
debida exactitud eji elado de las cosas ; y se reduce, a que el Exercito del 
Centro qui^ maiidail^ pi p9Pl9i;9JlI^t£yanff Xabier Caataaos^ y que sera como 
de beinte y cint^ |3l!iik|rh<W^r^i^s^if )€p^. rep^ga^dp 9^ to^a priesa hacia Madrid 
pan^itetMiir^.coj»mi0i^KM>l^i<9<^ y>q«pr)€ldfeSomasi^r)mi epanuxnero deunos 
d\eiLimX\)BL9iS!^ ftn^st^ viUa^ donde se reu- 

liiranl«ft6ta<|uarMttK/i^il$ cuyop^oiiero y fwrzia^ ;l[iace que no deba temerse 
^USsenait(4.di9 Iqa^B^fpfajgos qvte.s^^l^.prejseitiU^if. ;i;£}i;i,e8t^ circumstancias> 
y temil^Qdailli Jui^ ^ig^fiy«g|».;ii^jft,%ffl|R fi^tfj^ con 1m 

aistttalA^ w^mt^M^ \'Al^fi«Si^i^m lp;«^igaf(9^4:yM*^ fu$^; repl^garse para 
viiirs^coo;nu6str0 £iL^i^tQ> ^^Mfmv Aiv^!^f{ S^i^safmfpbr^ las espaldas del 
EiwaiigA ; y cr^herit^ifigi]4Hii^«l:«(9tQno>o$^^ de'Y. E. ;por la causa justa y su 
iingidaii acttvidad se 'dMlM^Q <k: fnodo,»lgu90;q«e ^U* npid^. (de sua movimentos 
a«mrqi)ftl;cOfivkM ^^pMN^d^jsNi liMiQi^y b miqatiu. (pon, estemotiyo ofrece 
la Junta ia Y. £• su opniideraeioii y reftpelosi* ' > 
Dies gue iBiry . £; m* <aP. Madrid> ;A 4? ]CKc)e|nbre de 1808. 

"f/S. ^ Junta se persuade que V. E se Kabva reunido ya al Exercito que 
mandaba D^ JbiBlquih, Blak y estilba poca nace en Leon^ 
Maf*» S" Mow Oral del ExercUo deS. jf J JL 
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fyom the London. Newspapers, Dec. l^th 1808. 

"PARIS. 

* 

Thirteenth Bulletin ofthe Army in Spain. 

' ' Scant Mctrtin; neair Madridi Dec. 2, 

^' On the sipth ult. the iieiiii- ifaarteri of tlW Etnperor was re- 
moved to the village of BonquiUas.: Oii the 30th,- at break of ds^^ the duke 
of Belluno presented himself at ^e foot' of the iSoiAa^emu A division* ctf 
13,000 i^ien;. of the Spknish army of i^ive'^d^^ded the passage of the 
mountains. The Enemy thought themselves uii^tlidkable in that positiofi. 
They were entrenched in the narrow pass^ ealled Pueitcl with 16 piecesr 
of cannon. The 9tli lij^ infthtfy' marched uptfn'tiie right^ the 90th upon 
the causeway^ tod tfae^4th folldw^d hf tbe i sid^ o^ «he hQights on the left; 
General Senarmont^ 'with six pite^ of artiUeiy^ advanoid by the causewnry ; 
the action commenced by the firing of ihusquetiry «nd cannon. A chai^ 
made by General Montbruti^ at the he^of < the Polisli^ light horeie^ decided 
the affair ; it was a most brilliant one, sind jthis ifegiih^ covered itftelf with 
glory, and proved it was worthy to .fofm a parf of -the Im|)erial Guard. 
Cannons, flags, muskets, soldiers> all were taken^ or cut to pieces. Eight 
Polish light horse were killed upon this causeway, and 16 have been 
wounded ; among the latter is Captain Dzievanoski^ who was dangerously 
wounded^ and is almost without hopes of recovery. Major Segur, Marshal 
of the Emperor's household, charged among the Polish troops^ and received 
many wounds^ one of which is very severe. Sixteen pieces of pannon/tea 



flagSj thirty covered chests, 200 waggons laden with all kinds of baggage, 
and the military chests of the regiments, are fruits of this brilliant affair. 
Among the prisoners, who are numerous, are all the Colonels, or Lieute- 
nant-Colonels of the corps of the Spanish divisions. All the soldiers would 
have been taken if they had not thrown away their arms and dispersed in 
the mountains. On the 1st of December the head-quarters of the Emperor 
were at St. Augustin, and on the 2d the Duke of Istria with cavalry com* 
manded the heights of Madrid. The infantry would not arrive before the 
3d. The intelligence which we hitherto received led us to think that this 
town is sufibring under all kinds of disorders, and that the doors are barri- 
caded. The weather is very fine.*' 

Mtmiteur, Dec. IStfu 



« PARIS, Dec. 13th. 

Camp at Madrid, Ifec. 4th. 

^^ The town of Madrid has capitulated; our troops entered it 
to-day at noon.** 

Manlteur, Dec. Uth» 
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From the London Newspapers, Decemb^ 99, 1808. 



^;FouRTEBKnI Bulletin OF THB Army IN Spain. 

■■:'... 

Madrid, BththB. 

The 2d at noon his Majesty arrived in person on the heights 
which impend over Madrid ; on which were already placed the divisions of 
Dragoons of Generals La Tour, Maubourg, and LaHoussaye, and the Imperial 
HorsCrGuards. The . anniversary of the Coronation, that epoch which has 
signaliaea^so many days for ever fortunate for Franee, awakened in all hearts 
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the most ^eeable recollections^ and inspired all the troops with an etithusiisuiib 
which manifested itself in a thousand exclamations. The Weather wasi beauti^ 
fill, and like that enjoyed in France in the finest days in the month of May^ 
The Marshal Duke of Istria sent to summon the Town, where a miliiaiy 
Junta was formed, under the presidency of the Marquis Castelar ; who had 
under his orders General Moria, Captain-General of Andalusia, and Inspector- 
General of Artillery. The Town contained a number of armed peasants, 
assembled from all quarters, 6000 troops of the line, and 100 pieces of can^ 
non. Sixty thousand men were in arms ; their cries were heard on every 
side ; the bells of 200 churches rang altogether ; and every thing presetit^d 

• 

the appearance of disorder and madness. The General of the troops of ^ttt 
line appeared at the advanced posts, to answer the summons of the Duke of 
Istria. He was accompanied by thirty men of the people, whose dress^ 
looks, and ferocious language, recalled tl|& recollection of the assassins of 
September. When the Spanish General was asked whether he meant to 
expose women, children, and old men, to the horrors of an assault, he ma- 
nifested secretly the grief with which 'he was pien^ttMed ; he made known, 
by signs, that he, as well as all the honest men of Madrid, grttahed uh^i* 
oppression ; and, when he raised his voice, his words were dictated by the 
wretches who watched over him. No doubt could be entertained of the 
excess to which the tyranny of the multitude was carried, when they saw 
him minute-dovni all his wordc[, and cause the record to be verified by the 
assassins who surrounded him. The Aide-de-camp of the Duke of Istria, 
who had been sent into the town, was seized fey ineri of the lowest class of 
the people, and was about to be massacred, when the troops of tfie line, 
indignant at the outrage, too^ him iiiider %heir protectidh/ iE^iid caused him 
to be restored to his General. A butcher's boy fi*om Estremadura, who 
commanded one of the gates, had the audacity to require that the Duke of 
Istria should go. himself inlp the town with his ,eyes .blindfolded. General 
Montbrun . reject this presumptuous demand with incKgnation.' He was 
immediately surrounded, and effected his escape only by drawing hx$ 
sword. He narrowly escaped falling a victnn to the imprudence of having 
forgot that he had not to make war with civilized enemies. A little tithe 
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afier^ some deserters fix>m the Walloon Guards came to the camp. Their 
depositioiis convinced us that the people of property^ and honest men^ were 
without influence ; and it was to be concluded that conciliation was alto« 
gether impossible. 

The Marquis of Perales^ a respectable man, who had hitherto appeared 
to enjoy die confidence of the people, had been on the day before this ac- 
cused of putting sand m the cartridges. He was immediately strangled. It 
was determined that all the cartridges should be remade. 3 or 4000 monks 
were employed upon this work at the Retiro. All the palaces and houses 
were ordered to be open, to furnish provisions at discretion. The French 
infimtry was still three leagues from Madrid. The Emperor employed the 
evening in reconnoitriiig the town, and deciding a plan of attack, consistent 
with the consideration due to the great number of honest people always to be 
Soiaad in a great capital. 

To take Madrid by assault might be a miliiary operation of little difficulty; 
but to ei^age that great city to surrender, by employing alternately force 
and persuasion, and by rescuing the people of property, and real good men, 
from the oppression under which they groaned — this was what was really 
difficult All the exertions of the Emperor, during these two days, had no 
#tfaer end. They have been crowned with the greatest success. 

At seven o'clock the division Lassisse of the corps of the Duke of Belluno 
arrived. The Moon shone with a brightness that seemed to prolong the day. 
The Emperor ordered the General of Brigade, Maison, to take possession of 
the Suburbs; and chai^ged the General of Brigade, Lauriston, to support him 
in the enterprize with four pieces of artillery, belonging to the Guards. 

The sharp-shooters of the l6th r^ment took possession of some build- 
ings, and in particular of the grand cemetery. At the first fire the Ekiem j 
shewed as much cowardice as he did of arrogance all the day. The Duke of 
Belluno employed all the night in placing his artillery in posts marked out 
for the attack. At midnight the Prince of Neufchatel sent to Madrid a 
Spanish Lieutenant-G>lonel of Artillery, who had been taken at Somosierra, 
and who aaw with affright the obstinacy of his fSellow-citizens. He took 
charge of the annexed letter. No. 1. On the third, at nine in the morning. 
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the same. flag of truce returned to the Head Quarters with the letter^ No. 2^ 
But the General of Brigade Senarmont, an oflioer of great merit, had already' 
plaoed 30 pieces of artillery, and had commenced a very smart fire ; which 
made a breach in the walls of the Retiro. The sharp-shooters of -the division 
of Villatte having passed the breach, their battalion followed them ; and in less 
than a quarter of an hour 1000 men who defended the Retiro were knocked on' 
the head. The Palace of the Retiro, the important posts of the Observatoiy, 
of the Porcelain Manufactory, of the Grand Barrack, the Hotel of Medina 
Celi, and all the outlets which had been fortified, were taken by our troops. 
On another side 20 pieces of cannon of the Guards, accompanied by light 
troops, threw shells, and attracted the attention of the Enemy by a fidse 
attack. 

It would have been a difficulty to form a conception of the disorder that 
reigned in Madrid, if a greater number of prisoners, • arriving in succession^ 
had not given an account of the frightful scenes, of every description, of 
which that capital presented the spectacle. They have intersected the streets, 
erected parapets on the houses ; barricades of bales of wool, and of cotton, 
had been formed; and the windows had been stopped with mattresses; 
Those of the inhabitants who despaired of a successful resistance wens Sying 
into the fields ; others, who had preserved some share of reason, and who 
preferred appearing in the midst of their property before a generous enemy, 
to abandoning it to the pillage of their fellow-<;itizens, demanded that th^. 
should not expose themselves to an assault. Those who were strangers to 
the town, or who had nothing to lose, were for a defence to the last exr 
tremity, accused the tropps of the line of treason, and obliged them to con- 
tinue their fire. 

The enemy had more than 100 pieces of cannon pointed ; a more consi- 
derable number of two and three-pounders had been dug up, taken out of 
cellars, and tied upon carts, a grotesque train, and sufiicient in itself to prove 
the madness of a people abandoned to itself. But all means of defence were 
become useless. The possessors of Retiro are always Masters of Madrid^ 
The Emperor took all possible care to pi^event the troops going fix>m house 
to housa The City was ruined if many troops had been employed. Only 
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Wjtt» Qompmies of sburpHshooters advanoed^ and the Emperor constantly 
reAisad to send aoy to sustain them. At eleven cTclock the Piince of Neuf- 
cfaatel wrote tfie annexed letter (No« 3). Hk Majesty^ at the same time^ 
ordered the fire to cease on all points. 

Atfiveo'dodLdeneralMorla, one of theMembersof theMilitaryJunta, and 

Don Bernardo Yriarte^ sent irom the town^ repaired to die tent of his Serene 

HigtMBCaB the Major-Generad. They imformed bios (that the most intelligent 

persons were of opinion, that the town was destitute of resources^ and that 

die continuation of the ddence would be the height of madness ; but that 

the lowest classes of the people, and die crowd of tnen, strangers to Madrid^ 

wished to defend themselves, and thought they could do it with efiect. 

They seqoired the day of the 4th to make the people listen to reason. Tlie 

Prince Major-General presented tiiem to His Majesty tiie Emperor and King, 

who addressed them thus : ^^ You make me of the name of the People to no 

^ pui^iose ; if you cannot iiestore tranquillity, and i^pease dieir minds, it is 

because you hove yourselves excited them-«-you have led them astray by 

propagating fidsefaoods. Assemble tiie Clergy, the Heads of Convents, the 

*' Alcades, the men of. property and influence, and let the town capitulate 

<^ i^ six o'clock in the morning, or it shall cease to exist. I will not, nor 

.ought I to withdmw my troops. Yon have massacred the unfortunate 

Fiendi psisoners who had fidlen into your hands. Only a few days ago 

^' you suffered two persons in die suite of the Russian Ambassador to be 

<^ dragged along and murdered in the public streets, because they were 

" Frenchmen bom. The incapacity and cowardice of a Genera! liad put 

*' into your power troops who capitulated on the field of battle ; and the 

" capitulation has been violated. You, Mr. Morla, what sort of a letter did 

" you write to that General ? It well became you, Sir, to talk of pillage ; 

^* you who, on entering Roussillon, carried off all the women, and distri- 

^^ buted them as booty among your soldiers ! Besides, what right had you 

*^ to hold such language? — ^the capitulation precluded you from it. See what 

" has been the conduct of the English, who are far from piquing themselves 

^* on being rigid observers of the Law of Nations. They have complained 

" of the Convration of Portugal, but they have carried it into effect. 1V» 

oo 
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•"' violate military treaties, is to renounce all civilization ; it is placing Generals 
'^ on a footing with the Bedouins of the desert. How dare you then pre- 
'^ sume to solicit a capitulation, you who violated that of Baylen ? See how 
^^ injustice and bad faith always recoil upon the guilty, and operate to their 
^^ prejudice. I had a fleet at Cadiz : it was in alliance with Spain ; yet you 
^^ dii^ected against it the mortars of the town, where you commanded. I 
'' had a Spanish army in my ranks : I would have preferred seeing it embark 
^ on board the EngUsh ships, and being obliged to precipitate it from the 
^* rocks of Espinosa, than to disarm it ; I preferred having 7000 more ene- 
^^ mies to fight, rather than to be deficient in honour and good fkith. Re- 
" turn to Madrid : I give you till six o'clock to-morrow morning. Return 
^^ at that hour, if you have to inform me only that they have surrendered ; 
^^ if not, you and your troops shall be all put to the sword.** 

On the 4th, at six in the morning. General Morla and General Don 
Fernando de Vera, Governor of the Town, presented themselves at the 
tent of the Prince Major-General. The discourses of the Emperor, 
repeated in the midst of the persons of distinction, the certainty that he 
commanded in person, the losses sustained during the foregoing day, had 
carried terror and repentance into all minds. During the night the most 
mutinous withdrew themselves from the danger by flight, and a part of the 
troops was disbanded. At ten o'clock General Belliard took the command 
of Madrid ; all the posts were put into the hands of the French, and a 
general pardon was proclaimed. &c.** 
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A iSu Ecfi S^ Frere. 

Ex«o So*, 

Mu Y SoR Mio^ Desde su Quartel Gen^ en Leon dice el Maxques 
de la Rdmana k la Junta Suprema Gubernativa del Reino con f ^ de 2 dd 
corriente q^ havia 8 dias estaba tratando con el Gen^ Ingles Sir D. Baird^ q^ 
manda las tropas de su nacion en Astorga, para que con ellas y do^e 6 catorce 
mil hombres escogidos del £x^^ de ^u cargo pasardn k Zamora ^ reunir se 
con el G^ Sir John Moore p^ la ruta q^ le havia indicado^ con el fin de hacer 
un movimiento sobre los Enemigos hacid el punto q^ sea mas convenient : 
pero quando se lisonjeaba de la conformidad del G^ Baird^ le havia respon- 
dido q^ tenia orden positiva de pasar por tierra 6 por mar k reunirse por 
Portugal con el G^ Moore. Que havia repitido sus instancias k los dos Ge- 
nerales^ y en el dia anterior le havia contestado definitivamente el Gen^ Baird 
q* retiraba su artilleria p^ embarcarla en la Corun^a^ y el con sus tropas pen- 
saba dirigirse & Portugal por la costa de Galicia, 6 por la provincia de Tras 
los Montes sobre Almeida. Que le escribia de acuerdo con el G^ Belarde^ 
tf havia llegado aquella noche k Leon^ manifestandole la constemacion en 
q® iba k poner aquel pais con su redrada^ la imposibilidad de marchar el 
Marques solo sin ninguna cavalleria acia Zamora, los males k q^ quedaba 
expuesta aquella provincia, y el riesgo q^ amenazaba al Reino de Galicia. 

La Junta Suprema ha sabido con la mayor sorpresa y dolor esta resolucion 
de los Gen^ Ingleses, laqual si Uegara k verfficarse proporcionaria grandes 
ventajas k las armas Francesas, y acarreria k las Espaifolas las mas terribles 
consequencias. Los generosos y prontos socorros q® nos facilit6 la Ing^terra, 
y las tropas con q® nos auxiliaba, aumentaron el entustasmo de nuestros 
Pueblos, y alentaron la justa esperan^a de q^ esta reunion aseguria el feliz 
exito de la empreza. Por lo mismo el desaliento y constemacion q« produ- 



cira ahora el ver q^ el Ex*° Britanico, sin obrar ni reunirse, se retire k los 
Puertos excitardn sentimientos y causaran efectos contrarios a la buena causa. 
Se debilitaran el entusiasmo y ardor q^ hasta ahora ha sostenido la confianza 
en la uniformidad de ideas y en las i^raciones del £x^ Ingles unido con 
nuestras tropas. 

Ademas de los irreparables pefjuieios xf dentmamos nosotros^ el Portugal 
quedaria expuesto k verse segunda vez sugeto a lbs Franceses, q® entonces 
desconcertaban completamente quantos planes y medidas pucfieron salvar 
estos dos reino^ aliados de la Iiiglaterra, la qual por ultimo resultado no habria 
fecilitado ^ocorros ni tropas sine para hacemas cental* su ayuda efectiva, y 
retifarla en el mom^to mas critico y interesante. En efecto dcaso el £ne- 
migo nunca ha estado mas cercn de se niina (si los £s:ercitos Ingleses y 
Espan'oles saben obrar con oportunidad y energia) q^ en el moAiento en q^ 
ddl>ilitado con lo q® le han costado sus ultimos esfaerzos^ podemos aprovechar 
la ventaja d^ ver sU exercito dividido en cubrir una linea tan extendida. 

Todas estas consideraciones y las funestas consequencias q® politicamente 
acarreria el retirarse las tfopos Inglesas no pueden ocultarse k la penetracion 
dfe V. E. y de los S. S. Generalcs de S. M. B. q« con la reunion contribuian 
k la libertad de Portugal y la nuestra, y concluyendo asi la generosa obra k 
q^ los destine la amiga de la Espan'a immortalizaban su nombre y el servicio 
q* hacian k todo el continente. 

Aunq* nuestras tropas han tenido revezes, no hay fundamento p^ desniayar^ 
antes bien el estado de los cosas ofrece en el numero de tropas q* formardn 
Ingleses y EspMiolas, en el entusiasmo y confianza q^ produciri la union 
unos recursos casi indefectibles q« deven aseguramos el vencimiento. 

En efecto el M. de la Romana lusoard al G^ Sir J. Moore, se le' reunird 
desde luego con catorce mil hombres escogidos de «u Ex** y con las aetivas y 
energieas providencias q^ la Junta Suprema ha dictado, deutro de un mes 
aumentard su gente con treinta mil cenScriptos de los fteinos de Leon, 
Galick) y Asturias. S. M. come V. E. sabe ha resuelto que pase k conferen- 
ciar eon Sir J. Moore uno de ras vocales que estA pronto k marchsir, y a 
quien acompurfari como V. E. ha ofreeido, y contribnirA p* su parte al ob- 
jeto el S^ Stuart. 
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Tambien espera q^ V. £. movido de tan fiiertes coiisideraciones se esiuerze 
en persuadir al G^ en Gefe de las tropas Ingleses q® el entusiasmo de los 
Pueblos, su consuelo, la libertad de la Nacion, la seguridad del Portugal, 
los intereses de la Inglaterra, y los de la Europa entera dependen de q^ se 
verifique al momento la reunion, y concertados los planes se obre del modo 
q® se josgue coir^eniente ; poes de otra forma ni se consigue el objeto de la 
venida, ni de ella habra resultado otra ventaja que la de malograr la mejor 
ocasion de destruir al Enemigo etemo de la quietud del Continente, aban- 
dofumdo A sm suertse k la Espasfa y d Portugal en el momento en q® mas ne* 
eestftebaA los auxilios die tta aliad^. 

Lft Jmitd St^pream eonfla en ia lulesion q* V. E. la ha manifestado, y en 
el livo Hrteres q^ toma por nuestra causa, rf contribuir& con todo ra influxo 
y represMitacion kf^^itofie malogre tan grande empresa : todo lo qual pongo 
en eonsMteracion de V. E. de orden de S. M. 

Martin de Garat. 

TmMh, % Dec. 1806. 
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X. 



A Su Ejfl il General en Xefe de las Tropas de S, M. B. S^ Moore. 

EXC^o SENORj 

La Junta de Gobierao de Toledo desea salvar la Patriae reune 
el Ex^^ disperse^ y toma las medidas y ha :^t4 ora da abiso al S<^ Eredia q^ 
tiene esta Cap^ endonde . hallard los socorroS|{q^,pueda h^ morir, comunica 
iguales partes k Aranjuez y demas puntos de reunion q^ ha llegadb k n'tra 
noticia lo q^ se participa V. £. p^ q^ midiendo sus operaciones contras medi- 
das tenga la satis&ccion al mismo tiempo deq^ la tenemos y tendremos en 
morir a su lado p' la Patria. 

Dios gu^ a V. E. m^ a^ Toledo 5 de D*bre de l8o8> a la una dela man ana. 

Exc"»o S^, 
Antonio Perez del Castillo. Ramok Mareca. 
Pedro Biosca. Martin cella Cerda.. 

Manuel de Medina y Camino. 



Y. 



The numbers of effective fighting men in an army dififer much 
from the total numbers of the various corps, owing to sickness, absentees^ 
and various contingencies. The following is a correct extract from the 
Adjutant-GeneraFs Reports. 
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Effective Soldiers who marched from Portugal under the Command of 

Sir John Moore. 



Description of 
IVoopi. 

Artillery 



Givalry - - - 



Inimntry 



Regiments. 



Royal Artillery 



18th Light Dragoons 
3ni Ditto, or King'sGer- 
man Legion - - 



} 



Officers Commanding. 



Colonel Hardinge - - - 



Snd Regiment - - - 
3rd Ditto . - - ., 
4th Ditto . - . . 
6th Ditto . . - . 
6th Ditto - - . . 
9th Ditto .... 
20th Ditto . * - - 
28th Ditto .... 
32nd Ditto . . . - 
36th Ditto .... 
38th Ditto - - - . 
42nd Ditto . . . . 
43rd Ditto .... 
50th Ditto .... 
52nd Ditto ( let battalion) 
52nd Ditto (2nd ditto) 
71st Ditto . . - . 
79th Ditto .... 
91st Ditto - - - - 
92nd Ditto . . . - 
95th Ditto . - . . 
95th Ditto . . - . 
Staff Corps- . . - - 
King's German L^on 
1st Light Battalion - - 
2nd Ditto 



Lieut. Col. Jones - - 
Mi^or Burgwedel - - 



Lieut Col. Ironmonger 
Ldeut. Col. Blunt . . 
Lieut CoL Wynch 
Lieut Col. Mackenzie 
Major Gordon- - - 
Li^t. Col. Campbell ^ 
Lieut CoL Ross - - 
Lieut Col. Belson 
Lieut Col. Hynde • * 
Lieut. CoL Bume - - 
Lieut. Col. Greville - 
Lieut CoL Stirling - 
Lieut CoL Null - - 
Mijor Napier ... 
Lieut Col. Barclay - 
LieutCoL Ross . - 
Lieut CoL P^k - - 
LieutCoL Cameron - 
Miyor Douglas . - 
Lieut. CoL Napier 
Lieut. Col. Beckwith - 
Major Travers ... 
Captain Leicester - - 

Lieut. CoL Leonhart - 
LieutCoL Halket- - 



Nombers. 
Rank&File 



ToUl. 



686 



565 
347 



} 



686 



912 



- 




803 
855 



-N. B. The 3rd Regiment 815 strong, who were left on the firontiers 

of Portugal to keep up the communication, should be deducted, 815 

The 82nd Regiment, commanded by Migor Williams, and one company 
of the 3rd joined at Sahagun, forming together about 700, are to 
be added .----.-.-.-..--.- 700 



18,531 



115 



From Portugal 



— 115 



18,416 
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V€ Soldiers that marched from Corumm 
Sir David Baird. 



JDefcription of 
IVoops. 



Artillery 



Cavalry - 



laGmtiy 



Hone ArtiBei^ 
Royal Artillery 



Regimenls. 



Captain Dowmnan - 
Gafitain fiveleigh - -^ 



7th Hinsars • • • • 
10th Ditto . . » « . 
IGth Ditto 



l8t Foot Guards (let bat.) lieut. 
Ditto (drd inttafion) - Ueot. 
MR^ (drd battelioB) Mii^ 
14th &tto (9iid battali<Mi)|Lieiit 
ddrd Ditto- • 
Mth Ditto . . * . • lieut 
<4SrdDiUo fieat. 

1st Ditta- - . » • lieut. 
DiUo- - * • « lieut. 

5th Ditto (detadanents) lieul, 



OAoers OnBiBmdiDg. 






Nmubtrt. 
Rank & File 



lieut Col. Vivian 
lieut Col. Leigh - 
. Col. Grant - 



• « ' 



irt^ 



. . .1 



Cd. Cocks - - 
Col. Wheadey - 
MuBers 
Col. Nichols ^ 
CoLWyatt- - 
Col. Maxwell - 
Col. Gifibrd - 
Col. Darliiig • 
Col. %ftue& • • 
Col. Wade- - 



.« 



} 177 
434 



497 
514 

«27 



ISOO 
1087 
697 
550 
496 
745 

817 
516 

654 

699 



FromConimia 
From Portugal 



TotaL 



} ■ 
}■' 



> 7,401 



9,550 



- - 9,550 

- - 18,416 



Army 27*966 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD Salamanca, 8 Dec. I80S. 

In a short letter which accompanied my dispatch of the 5th 
inst. I mentioned that the resistance offered by the people of Madrid had 
arrested the operations of the French, and gave a hope that the affairs of this 
country might still be recovered, desperate as they are ; yet if the example of 
the Capital is followed, and enthusiasm becomes general, France will be 
forced to divide her armies, and will be no longer so formidable. The diffi- 
culty of obtaining information is very great ; I have none certain with respect 
to Madrid, only I believe it still holds out. I have ordered Sir David Baird, 
who was retreating, to march back. I shall continue the arrangements I have 
ordered in Portugal, in case I should be obliged to fall back, but I am pre- 
paring to march to Zamora and Toro, to join Baird, whom I have 
ordered to advance to Benavente ; when we are joined, and if the Marquis de 
la Komana, with the troops he is collecting at Leon are ready, I shall move 
towards Burgos, and the communications of the French. Your Lordship 
may depend upon it, that I never shall abandon the cause as long as it holds 
out a chance of succeeding ; but you must be sensible that the ground may be 
in an instant cut from under me : Madrid may fall, and I be left to contend 
with very superior numbers indeed. I hope a better spirit exists in the 
Southern Provinces ; here no one stirs, and yet they are well inclined. 
An expression in a letter intercepted, from a French officer commanding at 
Vittoria to the Chief of the Staff with the Army, paints the people in this 
part exactly : 

pp 
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'^ L'esprit publique est toujours mauvais, toujours de Tincredulit^ sur nos 
avantages, quant k la tranquillity du pays, elle est parfaite *." 

I have made ho remark on the subject of your Lordship's dispatch of the 
25th November, respecting my rank with the Spanish Generals : the Govern- 
ment has not as yet named any one to the Chief Command of their armies, 
everj'^ thing on that head is as loose as ever. You perceive by the manner I 
have already expressed myself in former letters, that I have no wish to be 
tenacious on this subject ; but I confess I have heard of none of their Generals 
yet, under whom it would be safe to place the command of the British troops, 
I shall certainly always be inclined to pay great deference to the wishes of 
whatever General commands any Spanish army with which I am acting ; yet, 
until some one appears very different from any we have heard of hitherto, 
it cannot be desirable that he should know he had a right to command me ; 
and I cannot help beseeching you to consider this subject once more before 
you finally fix it. 

As I am sending a courier to Sir David Baird, I have written this on the 
chance of an opportunity oflfering to forward it ; and in this manner I shall 
endeavour to keep you in the current of affairs here. I have sent Colonel 
Graham to Madrid to send me information of what is passing there. Lord 
Paget with the cavalry arrives at Zamora to-morrow, and next day I propose 
moving a corps with myself to Toro. 

I know not if ydur Lordship has heard lately from General Charles Stuart ; 
he is in our front, and very well. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 

P. S. The Junta are gone to Badajos ; not a very good example for the 
people. 

* The disposition of the public mind is always bad ; our successes are never bdieved^ but 
the country remains completely tranquiL 
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Letter Jrom Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, 10 Dec. 1808. 

Colonel Graham, whom I had sent to Madrid, returned to me 
last night. He could only get as far as Tadavera de la Reina, where he found 
two mernbers of the Supreme Junta, who informed him that Madrid had ca- 
pitulated on the sd. The Duke of Castelfranco and Mr. Morla, who were at 
the head of the Junta established at Madrid, are accused by the people of 
betraying them. Castellar, the Captain-General', and all the military officers 
of rank, refused to ratify the Treaty, and left the town with l6 pieces of 
cannon. Tlie people refuse to give up their arms, but the French have the 
gates, the Retiro, and Prado. Saragossa stills holds out, and it is said, that 
on the 1st they repulsed the French, who had made a general attack. It is 
said that attempts are making to assemble a great force in the South ; I dare- 
say the force will be assembled, but the efforts it will make when assembled^ 
I must think are very doubtful. I cannot believe that real enthusiasm is 
spread over any considerable portion of Spain. Had the people of Madrid 
been really determined", I do not see how Mr. de Morla and the Duke o£ 
Castelfranco could have given up the town. They accuse their leaders to 
cover thdr own want of spirit : this was the case with General St. Juan, who 
commanded when the passof Somasierta was forced ; it is thouglit his troops 
misbehaved, they have since accused him of treachery, and have murdered 
him. 'I certainly think the cause desperate, because I see no determined 
spirit any where, unless it be atSan^ssa. There is however a chance ; and 
whilst there is that, I think, myself bound to ran all risks to support it. I 
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am now diflferently situated from what I was when Castanos was defeated : I 
have been joined by General Hope, the artillery, and all the cavalry (Lord 
Paget with 3 Regiments is at Toro) ; and my junction with Sir David Baird 
is secure, though I have not heard from him since I ordered him to return to 
Astorga. Madrid, though it has capitulated, must still engage a considerable 
part of the Enemy's force. Saragossa is also a considerable diversion ; and 
the collections forming in the South cannot be neglected ; all his force 
cannot thus be directed against me. The corps collecting under the 
Marcjuis of La Komana at Leon is, I am told by Sir David Baird, very 
bad. I shall however connect myself with it ; and I mean to move to Valla- 
dolid, where I shall order Baird to join me ; and to which neighbourhood I 
hope also that La Romana will advance. 

This movement I shall begin to morrow, by sending two corps to join Lord 
Paget at Toro ; Generals Hope and Frazer, from Alva de Tonnes and 
this place, shall move on Tordesillas. I hope on the 14th to be at Val- 
ladolid. My communication when there will become uncertain with Almeida 
and Portugal, from whence all my stores are not yet forwarded, but I must 
take my chance : I shall be in Fortune's way ; if she smiles, we may do some 
good; if not, we shall still, I hope, have the merit of having done all we could. 
The army, for its number, is excellent ; and is„ I am confident, quite deter- 
mined to do its duty. I have had a letter from Sir John Craddock from 
Corunna ; he was proceeding to Lisbon ; he has landed part of the money 
from the Lavinia there, and will land the rest at Oporto or Lisbon. I have 
begged of him to bring the two regiments from Gibraltar to the Tagus. 

I understand that Mr. Murray is intended to relieve Mr. Erskine, and to 
supersede Mr, Kennedy. The latter has acted as Chief Commissary with 
this army since it reached Spain (Mr. Erskine is still at Lisbon), and has cer- 
tainly acquired a degree of experience which is extremely useful : it is quite 
cruel for him to be thus superseded by an officer not previously of higher 
rank to himself, and who probably has much less experience, and not more 
ability : at any rate, a new man at the head of the Department would be very 
prejudicial at this moment ; Kennedy could not be expected to act .under 
him. I have therefore begged Sir John Craddock to keep Mr. Murray at 



t 293 

Lisbon ; and I hope^ unless Mr. Murray*s talents are known to be very su- 
perior, that he may not be permitted to supersede Mr. Kennedy with this 
army, who without money, and under many disadvantages, has hitherto sup- 
plied us well. I should hope that the rest of the cavalry your Lordship has 
mentioned, will be sent without delay. 

The horses and harness of the waggon train will be useful, but their wag- 
gons are heavy and bad ; those we get in the country are more convenient. 
I should therefore propose to leave the waggons at home, and send the rest of 
that establishment only. 

Until affairs in Spain bear a more promising aspect, I should think your 
Lordship will approve of keeping at Corunna and Lisbon a sufficient quantity^ 
of transports for the re-embarkation of the army ; and I think many reasons 
unite to make it desirable for us to be in possession of Cadiz. I mean to men- 
tion this to Mr. Frere. When it is agreed to, the two regiments from Gibral- 
tar, as the most ready, could take possession, and garrison it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 



BB. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, 12 December, 180S. 

I L£Av£ this place to-morrow ; and I shall be at Valladolid 
on the l6th, with the troops I brought with me from Lisbon, with the addi- 
tion of three regiments of cavalry from England, amounting to 1500. I have 
not heard from the Marquis of Romana, and must give up the co-operation 
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of his corps for the present. Sir David Baird's will not be at Astorga for some 
days ; but he will advance to Benavente when ready ; and, as he will be in 
my rear, he can move up, or I can fall back upon him ; but I do not think 
it advisable longer to delay moving forward. I shall threaten the French 
communications, and create a diversion, if the Spaniards can avail them- 
selves of it ; but the French have in the North of Spain from 8o to 90,000 
men, and more are expected. Your Lord^ip may, therefore, judge what 
will be our situation if the Spaniards do not display a determination very 
different from any they have shewn hitherto. I have written to Sir John 
Craddock to keep whatever transports are not required for the embarkation 
of the troops in Portugal, ready to send to Vigo, if required. If I am 
forced to retreat, it mil probably be on the Galicias. The road is good, and 
the country capable of being defended. In this case we shall want flour, 
as the country produces only cattle in any abundance. Whatever ships are 
sent from England, for the purpose of withdrawing the Army, should call 
at Corunna- for orders, and then rendezvous at Vigo. It is to Corunna alsa 
jthaj money, and every supply, should be forwarded. The communication 
from Lisbon and Oporto, through Portugal, is so very bad, that nothing 
can be forwarded in time ; and, as I consider myself now united with 
Baird's corps, I shall certainly of the two, whether for retreat or communi- 
cation, prefer Galicia to Portugal. 

I fear that Mr. Frere is infinitely more sanguine upon the subject of Spain 
than I am. This is to be regretted, as it renders it more embarrassing for 
you to come to a decision upon the measure to be pursued. I have seen no 
ability with the Spanish Government, but much the reverse : none has been 
displayed by their officers in the command of tlie armies ; no one officer 
has yet a chief direction of the military branch ; the armies have shewn no 
resolution, the people no enthusiasm, nor no daring spirit ; and that which 
has not been shewn hitherto, I know not why it should be expected to be 
dkplayed hereafter. I feel as if the British was the only efiicient force in 
l^pain. Your Lordship will consider with what view it was originally sent ; 
whether in aid c^ an enthusiastic brave people, capable of fighting their own 
battles^ or to contend alone witli France^ and retrieve the affairs of a beaten 
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disorganized nation. We have had now some proof of the efibrts of which 
Spain is capable ; and we can judge by the resistance they have made^ whether 
they have fought with that spirit and obstinacy of a people ardent for the 
independence of their country. It is certainly right for your Lordship to 
consider well these matters, that you may be able to estimate justly the aid 
which is to be expected in this struggle from the Spanish nation, and decide 
to what amount the British Army should be reinforced, or, if not rein- 
forced, what measures it should follow. The French force in Spain may 
fairly be set down at 8o,000 men *, besides what is in Catalonia ; the British 
at 2J or 28,000, including the regiments coming from Portugal. The 
French expect considerable reinforcements. The armies which the Spa- 
niards had formed have been beaten and dispersed, and are again collecting. 
This, my Lord, is, I believe, the true statement ; and I leave your Lordship 
to throw into the scale what portion of enthusiasm, resolution, and ability, 
you think we have a right to expect from the specimen already given. 

As this letter is private, I have written it with a freedom which otherwise 
I should not have used. It is my wish to give you every material upon 
which to found a just opinion ; for certainly the situation of this Army is 
too critical to be long n^lected ; and unless a spirit is displayed by the 
Spaniards, of which we see no indication, it is impossible but they must be 
subdued. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

John Moorb. 

* Sir J. Moore's intelligence, partioJarty that obtained througb the Spanish GoTemment, 
was often imperfect. Instead of 80^000, he should have said 150,000. 
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CC. 



AviENDo apurado todos los medios, y reflexiones politicas 
militares^ y convenientes p* q^ V. Ex* desistiera del projecto derretirar sue 
tropas h Ciudad Kodrigo, y aun a Portugal^ y las de Astorga k Galicia^ dici- 
endo V. Ex* de q* el Marques de la Romana solo havia podido juntar cinco 
mil hombres, determine salir de Salamanca ayer manana^ p* ir aencontrar 
la Junta Suprema de Govierno, considerando concluida mi comision^ y oi me 
alcanzado un Posta con una carta del Marques de ta Romana, cuya copia 
remito a V. Ex* p*" sipuede hacer le mas fuerza q*^ mis reflexiones, y variar 
su plan, q® silleya averificarse, y no condesciende V. Ex* aq^ se reuna todo 
su Exercito con el de Astorga/ y el: del Marques de la Romana en Zamora, 
ii otro punto, (f pueda imponer k los Enemigos, es inevitable la destruccion 
de EspaiTa, y quiza V. Ex* mismo se verd obligado k embarcarse p* Yngla- 
terra, y si V. Ex* condocendiese en la reunion espresada, seria mui dable de 
q** los Enemigos desistieran de atacarce Madrid, y retroce dieran, loq* daria 
tiempo, aq® se reuniera el Exercito del Centro, y temar otras dispociones 
conducentes. Sp*^ a V. Ex* se sirva dar una contestacion alq® le entregue 
esta, p* q® mela embie por un expro, y si V. Ex* hariese la bondad de escri- 
vtr al Marques de la Rdmana su ultima determinacion envista dela adjunta^ 
seria mui conveniente. 

Dios gue k V. Ex* m* a*. La Calzada de Ban'os 7 de Diciembre de l8o8. 

Ex°w Sen'or, 

Ventura Escalantel 

jEjpwo 5or Qcn^ More. 
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DD. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 



MY LORD^ Taro, 16 Dec. 1806. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship^s letter of the 
3d Dec. with enclosures, forwarded to me by a King*s Messenger, who 
reached me on the night of the 13th, at Alaejos, the head quarters of the 
Army, after its first march from Salamanca. I was to have proceeded, on 
the 15th, to Valladolid ; which place I should have reached the next day, 
when I received the letter of which I send. your Lordship a copy. It is 
from Berthier, Prince of Neufchatel, to Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia. 
The officer who was charged with it was murdered by some peasants, neaf 
Valdestillos, between Segovia and Valladolid; who brought the letter to 
our advanced posts, to B. General Stewart. I was determined by the infor- 
mation it contained to prefer the speedy union of the Army to every other 
object ; and therefore, instead of Valladolid, I marched to this place. I had 
already directed Sir David Baird to push on his corps, by brigades, to Bena* 
vente. The first arrived there yesterday, and the brigade of Guards will 
reach it this day. I shall marth from this to-morrow, to some villager 
within two or three leagues of Benavente. I shall there be so close as to 
be able to protect Sir David's junction, and make it perfectly secure. It 
will be the 20th before all his corps are up. If then Marshal Soult is so 
good as to approach us, we shall be much obliged to him ; but if not we 
shall march towards him. It will be very agreeable to give a wipe to such a 
corps ; although, with respect to the cause generally, it will probably have 
no effect, Spain being in the state described in Berthier's letter. She has 

Q.GL 
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made no efforts for herself; our's come too late, and cannot at any rate be 
sufficient. The French seem to have been ill informed of our movements ; 
they are, however, soon acquainted with them, as our advanced posts have 
met; and Gen. Charles Stuart, with a detachment of the l8th Dragoons, on 
the night of the 1 2th, surprised a detachment of their cavalry and infantry 
in the village of Rueda, killed and took prisoners the greatest part of them. 
The affair was trifling, but was managed by the B. General with much address, 
and was executed with spirit by the officers and men. It was a detachment 
from Valladolid, where Gen. Franceschi commanded, with 3 or 400 cavalry. 
He had no knowledge of our being so near, and would not believe one of 
the men, who escaped from the village in the dark, and carried to him the 
F^ort of 4he surprise, ^nd defeat, of the •detackmaut. Whether, when Buo- 
ns(parte hears 4iiat we :have ndt retired to Lifibon, he will ^ve tp the ooips 
on their jnaroh to Badajos a differ^fit direction, I cannot aay ; but wbikt I . 
march towards Soult J must take care fkot ioo mucb to uncover Astorga, .and 
the passes into 'Gsflicia ; frcnn whence in future I must Amw jaU my storea^ 
and through which ultimately, if pressed, I alone can retreait. Should, 
tboFeforey on my approach, Soult retire towards Burgos to join . Ju^ot, ^fvho 
is on bis march to that place vfkh the 8th eorps, I «haU of course be forced 
to desist, and to return to this neighbourhoed. In nhort, unless some great 
efforts, -ol which there is now but little -probability, acre inade by the ^Spa* 
niards, it is evident how ikte business must terminate. For, even if I heat 
Soult, unless ib^ victory has tiie ctffeet to rouse the Spaniards, and to give 
their leaders ability, it will be attended with no other advantage ^thaa Ifae 
diaraoter it will attach to the British arms. 1 have apprised Sir Jldin Ccad- 
dock of Buonaparte^ march to Badi^os.; wbioh has «ince been confirmed to 
me, by a man who left Talavera, after his advanced guard had ^entered it, 
I have told him, that, in case of retreat, mine will be through Galicia; and 
I have begged -him, after selecting the quantity of tcmnage necessaty for the 
embarkation of the troops in Portugal, to send the rest to Vigo, to wait my 
orders. The Lieutenant-^General will communicate to your Lordship the 
quantity of tonnage he sends to Vigo, when you will be able to judge the 
quantity necessity to be sent there from England, should tha jre^mbarkation 
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of this Army become necessary. Your Lordship must see the probability of 
such an event ; and will^ I fancy, think it right to have the means upon the 
spot. Should this Army retire into Galicia, and remain in it any time, I 
understand from Sir David Baird that we shall want flour ; which I should 
hope you will send from England. With respect to the propriety of sending 
reinforcements, I must leave your Lordship to determine. If at this moment 
I had 7 or SOOO cavalry, I should certainly do much. If we retire into the 
Galicias they would be an encumbrance. And, to enable us to keep our ground 
in Spain, the reinforcements of both cavalry, infantry, and artillery, must 
be considerable indeed. I shall endeavour to give your Lordship from time 
to time every information, and must then leave you to form your deter- 
mination. It \9 a subject upon which you can form as good a judgment as 
the best military man. I shall ever be of opinion, that unless Spain herself 
makes greater efforts, and displays more ardour and energy in her own c^use, 
the eff>rts of England can be of no avail. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John M oaRE. 

P.S. I received a letter on tlie i3th from the Marquis of Romana, in 
which he says he will send an officer to me, as he does not choose to trust 
to paper, by a messengef , the subject he has to communicate. Tiiis officer 
has not yet come. The Marquis is still at Leon, he says, with 30,000 maaj 
^00 of whotn h«fe «o arms ; but from Sir David Baird's account they are 
in no state to be much depended upon ; and he seems also to doubt their 
immber. The ^gittves irom tliat and odier armies aire spread over the 
whole <xmntry. They have in general dieir arms, and will be troublesome 
subjects to tiie iFVeneh. And we may expect to hear of continual insurrec^^ 
tMHis, in different parts of Spain, of massacres, &c. ; but tliere nwst be a 
•great change in the conduct and diaracter of ^s country before the people 
are brought to aesemble in armies, and to act upon system. 

J. M. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Benavente, 28 Dec. 1808. 

Since I had the honour to address you upon the l6th from 
Toro, the army has been almost constantly marching through snow, and 
with cold that has been very intense. The weather within these few days 
has turned to rain, which is much more uncomfortable than the cold, and 
has rendered the roads almost impassable. On the 21st the army reached 
Sahagun ; it was necessary to halt there, in order to refresh the men, and on 
account of provisions. The information I received was, that Marshal Soult 
was at Saldana with about 16,000 men, with posts along the river from 
Guarda to Carrion. 

The army was ordered to march in two columnl^ at eight o'clock on the 
night of the 23d to force the bridge at Carrion, and from thence proceed to 
Saldana. At six o'clock that evening I received information that consider- 
able reinforcements had arrived at Carrion from Palencia ; and a letter from 
the Marquis- de la Komana informed me that the French were advancing 
from Madrid, either to Valladolid or Salamanca. It was evident that it was 
too late to prosecute the attempt upon Soult ; that I must be satisfied with 
the diversion I ha4 occasioned ; and that I had no time to lose to secure my 
retreat.- The next morning General Hope, with his own division and that 
of Lieutenant-General Fraser, marched to Mayorga. I sent Sir David Baird 
with his division to pass the river at Valencia ; and I followed General Hope 
on the 25th with the reserve, and the light brigades, by Mayorga, Valderos, 
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to Benavente ; the cavalry, under Lord Page^t, followed the reserve on the 
S6th ; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday. We continue our 
march on Astoi^ : Generals Hope and Fraser are already gone on. Sir 
David Baird proceeds to-morrow from Valencia ; and I shall leave this with 
the reserve at the same time. Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry, to 
give us notice of the approach of the Enemy. Hitherto their infantry have 
not come up, but they are near, and the cavalry is round us in great num7 
bers ; they are checked by our cavalry, which have obtained by their spirit 
and enterprize an ascendancy over that of the French which nothing but 
great superiority of numbers on their part will get the better of. 

The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at a great risk to our- 
selves, has been complete ; it remains to be seen what advantage the Spaniards 
in the South will be able to take of it. But the march of the French on Ba- 
dajos was stopped when its advanced guard had reached Talavera de la Reina ; 
and every thing disposable is now turned in this direction. The stores I had 
collected here are moving back to Astorga, and those at Astorga to Villa- 
franca. The roads are very bad, and the means of carriage scanty. If I 
am pressed I must lose some of them ; and I may be forced to fight a bat- 
tle. This, however, I shall endeavour to avoid ; for certainly, in the pre- 
sent state of things, it is more Buonaparte's game than mine. It is said that 
he comes himself with 10,000 of his guards. The force moving against us 
cannot be less than 50,000 men : we shall, when at Astorga, be about ^7,000. 
The Marquis la Romana came forward to Mansilla with 6,000 to co-operate 
with me in the attack on Soult : I therefore conclude that he cannot have 
above 8,000 fit for action. The country about Astorga offers no advantage 
to an inferior army ; I shall, therefore, not stop there longer than to secure 
the stores, and shall retreat to Villafranca, where, I understand, there is a 
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position. But if the French pursue, I must hasten to the coast; for there 
is a road to Orense which leads more direct to Vigo, and which, of course, 
renders the position at Villafranca of no avail. Some time ago the Marquis 
}a Romana intimated his intention of retiring into the Galicias by Astorga 
and Villafranca. I endeavoured to dissuade him from it ; pointing out to 



liiiu> tbftt it was the only coijimunicfttion We blid fef t^t tkvBA W Ml{^ti6^ 
and be^ed that it might b^ left opexk to us< He ^tapjp^ his i^f teat fot* th^ 
moment^ but I much fear he will iioW prosecute it } iti Whitih ca^ I khoW 
not how it will be possible for tis to p^ss. 

I had the hohour to mSeive youl* Loi'dsliip*^ dkpat<5he^ of th6 10th b}^ 
Captaiti Harding^, yesterdi^ moving. I ^hall be guided by tifcull^tences ; 
arid ^hall ilot^ you may rest assur^, retr^t dB iiidh bi^bhd whdt I am com- 
pelled to do. But I fear if ohee I atb fbtc€A into the Motintkins^ that the 
want df the means of subsistehte Will make it nece^i^aty tb ptod^ed down tb 
the coast, to be provisidhed from th^ 6bip^ I ilecd hfefdly add, the neees- 
sity of sending immediately the Bfieafts bf farliii^pert to re-eihbark the army, 
at Vigo or Cbrunna. 

The only part of the artoy which has hithertb been engaged with the 
Eiiemy, has been the cavaliy ; and it is itnpossible fot me to say too much in 
their praise. I mentioned to yeUr Lordships in my Letter 6f the 16th, the 
success Brigadier-General Stuart hisid met with, in defeating a detachment Wf 
cavalry at Rueda ; since that, few days have passed wittio^ his taking or kill- 
ing different parties of the French, generally feupferior in force to those which 
attacked them. On the mehih to Sahaguti Lohl Paget had information of 
six or seven hundred cavalry being ih that town. He marched on the night 
of the 210th from some villages Where he was p6^t^ in front of tJie atthy rt 
Mayorga, with the lOth and 15th Hussars. The lOtfl mat'chcd straight to 
tfce town, whilst Lord Paget with the 15th ehdeaVoured to turn it. Unfor- 
tunately, he fell in with a patifole, one of >Vhoin e«cfeped and gave the alarm ; 
by this theahs the French had time to ferm on the outside ctf the town, befoi* 
Lord Pagiet got round. He immediately clii^i-geci them ; beat them^ amd took 
from 140 to 150 prisoners, ataongst whom werettVoliefdteriantcbkmelsandelev^ 
officers ; with the loss on our part of si^ ot eight men, and, pethaps, Iwewty 
Wounded. There have been taken by Ifee cavalry from 400 to 500 F^endi^ 
besides a cdn&iderable number killed ; this sftWe #e began our merch frbm 
Salamanca. On his march from Sahagtin on the 26th Lotd Paget ^irfth tt^b 
^quaidrons of the lOUifettticked a detachment vf cavalry at M#foi^> "killed 
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twenty y and took abave ofte hundred prisoners. Our cavalry is v^ superior 
in quality to any the French have ; and the right spirit has been infused into 
them by the ^e^iample and instruction of their two leaders^ Lord Paget and 
Brigadier-Geaeral Stuart. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

John Moors« 
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Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MX LORD^ Benavente, 28 Dec. 1808. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose some letters contained in a bag 
lately intercepted^ the courier murdered^ g^i^g bom France to Buonaparte. 
Those I enclose were all that I thought in the least interesting. That from 
Ghampigni you will think particularly so. 

I h^ve the honour, &c. 

John Moorje. 
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Sir John Moore to JLord Castkreagh. 

JMY U&BLDy Mtorga, Slst Dec. 1808. 

I ARRIVED here yesterday ; where, contrary to his promise^ 
>and to my expectation^ I found the Marquis li Romana, with a great part 
^ his troops. Nobody can describe hit troops to be wor^e than he does ; 
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and he complains as much as we do of the indifference of the inhabitants, 
and of his disap])ointment at their want of enthusiasm. He said to me, in 
direct terms, that, had he known how things were, he neither would have 
accepted the command, nor have returned to Spain. With all this, how- 
ever, he talks of attacks and movements which are quite absurd, and then 
returns to the helpless state of his army and of the country. 

He could not be persuaded to destroy the bridge at Mansilla. He posted 
some troops at it, who were forced and taken prisoners by the French, on 
their march from Mayorga. With respect to me, my Lord, and the British 
troops, it has come to that point which I have long foreseen. Abandoned 
from the beginning by every thing Spanish, we were equal to nothing by 
ourselves. From a desire to do what I could, I made the movement against 
Soult. As a diversion it has answered completely ; but, as there is nothing 
to take advantage of it, I have risked the loss of the Army for no purpose. 
I have no option now but to fall down to the coast as fast as I am able. I 
found no provision here : the little which has been collected had been con- 
sumed by Sir David's corps in their passage; and there is not two days' bread 
to carry the Army to Villafranca. I have been forced to push on tlie troops 
by divisions, without stopping. General Fraser, with his division, will be 
at Villafranca this day, and will proceed on to Lugo. General Hope, with 
his division, stopped yesterday two leagues from this, and proceeds tliis 
morning, followed by Sir David Baird. The two flank brigades go by the 
road to Ponferada. I shall follow, with the reserve and cavalry, to Villa- 
franca, either this night or to-morrow morning, according as I hear the 
approach of the French. There is no means of carriage : the people run 
away, the villages are deserted ; and I have been obliged to destroy great 
part of the ammunition and military stores. For the same reason I am 
obliged to leave the sick. In short, my sole object is to save the Army. 
We must all make forced marches to the coast, from the scarcity of provi- 
sions, and to be before the Enemy ; who, by roads upon our flanks, may 
otherwise intercept us ; but, after a time, tlie same difficulty which aflfects 
us, must affect him ; therefore, the rear once passed Villafranca, I do not 
expect to be molested. 
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I hope to find on the coast transports for the embarkation of the troops. 
If not, I hope to be able to take up some position, which I can maintain 
until they arrive. 

It is not probable that we can be followed by the numbers which are now 
marching against us. And, once collected upon the coast, we shall certainly 
not allow ourselves to be molested by any thing like equal numbers. It is 
only whilst retreating that we are vulnerable. I have heard of some dis- 
patches from your Lordship to me, entrusted to Lieut.-Col Chabot ; but he 
has been sent into Portugal, and I have not received them. 

The morning I marched from Benavente, some squadrons of Buonaparte^s 
Guards passed the river at a ford above the bridge. They were attacked by 
B. General Stewart, at the head of the piquets of the l8th, and 3d German 
Light Dragoons, and driven across the Ford. Their Colonel, a General of 
Division, Lefebre, was taken, together with about 70 officers and men. 
The affair was well contested. The numbers with which Gen. Stewart at- 
tacked were inferior to the French. It is the corps of the greatest character 
in their army ; but the superiority of the British was, I am told, very con- 
spicuous. I enclose, for your Lordship*s satisfaction. Lord Paget's report of it. 
This army, there cannot be a doubt, would have distinguished itself, had the 
Spaniards been able to offer any resistance ; but, from the beginning, it was 
placed in situations in which, without the possibility of doing any good, it was 
itself . constantly risked — and now it is good fortune alone that can save it. 
It is impossible to deny that its discipline has been affected by tlie late move- 
ments. The shoes and necessaries are destroyed ; and, for some time after 
it reaches the coast, the men will be in the worst state. 

I send the French General Lefebre to Corunna, to be forwarded to Eng- 
land. He is a young man ; and, I should suppose, from the station he held, 
a personal &vourite of Buonaparte. 

I have the honour, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh *. 

MY LORD^ Cormna, 13 January, 1809. 

Situated as this army is at present, it is impossible for me to 
detail to your Lordship the events which have taken place, since I had the 
honour to address you from Astorga on the 3 1 st December. I have therefore 
determined to send to England Brigadier-General Charles Stewart, as the 
OflScer best qualified to give you every information you can want, both with 
respect to our actual situation, and the events which have led to it. From 
his connection with your Lordship, and with His Majesty's Ministers, what- 
ever he relates is most likely to be believed. He is a man in whose honour I 
have the most perfect reliance ; he is incapable of stating any thing but the 
truth, and it ie the truth which at all times I wish to convey to your Lord- 
ship, and to the King's government. 

Your Lordship knows that had I followed my own >opinion as a military 
man, I should have retired with the army from Salamanca. The Spanish 

* In this dispatch there are seTeral omissions, owing to the following circiunstance : 
In the month of March last, the Secretary of State for the War Department sent for the 
Author^, and informed him, that it was the intention of Administration to accede to laying this 
letter before Parliament ', which, howe^^er, ^eing a private letter, and not written in the usual 
manner of official dispatches, it was thought proper to omit some passages which his Lordship 
would point out. The Author replied, that he could not presume to object to any omissions 
which did not affect his brother's reputation. After this conversation it was judged improper to 
fill up the blanks. One passage at the beginning, however, it was considered, might be re- 
stored, where mention is made of the Honourable Brigadier-General Stewart^ brother to Lord 
Castlcreafch, 



armies were then beaten ; there was no Spanish force to which we could 
unite; and #####♦ * 

I was satisfied that no efforts would be made to aid us, or favour the cause iu 
which they were engaged. I was sensible, however, that the apathy and in- 
difference of the Spaniards would never have been believed ; that, had the 
British been withdrawn, the loss of the cause would have been imputed to 
their retreat ; and it was necessary to risk this army to convince the people 
of England, as well as the rest of Europe, that the Spaniards liad neither the 
power, nor the inclination, to make any efforts for themselves. 

It was for this reason that I marched to Sahagun. As a diversion it suc- 
ceeded: I brought the whole disposable force of the French against this 
army, and it has been allowed to follow it, without a single movement being 
niade ««#«**«« 

* * * to favour its retreat 

* * * * * ♦ The people of the Gallicias, 
though armed, made no attempt to stop the passage of the French through 
their mountains. They abandoned their dwellings at our approach, drove 
away their carts, oxen, and every thing that could be of the smallest aid to the 
army. The consequence has been, that our sick have been left behind ; and 
when our horses or mules failed, which on such marches and through such a 
country was the case to a great extent, baggage, ammunition, stores, and 
even money, were necessarily destroyed or abandoned. 

I am sorry to say that the army, whose conduct I had such reason to extol 
on its march through Portugal, and on its arrival in Spain, has ix)taily changed 
its character «ince it began to retreat « * # . # 

* «# « # • #.* 

##*# * « # * 

I can say nothing in its favour, but that when there was a prospect of fight* 
ing the Enemy, the men were then orderly, and seemed pleased, and deter* 
to do their duty. In front of ViUafranca the French came up with 
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the reserve, with which I was covering the retreat of the army. They attacked 
it at Calcabalos. I retired, covered by the 95th regiment, and marched that 
night to Herrerias^ and thence to Nogales and Lugo ; where I had ordered 
the different divisions which preceded to halt and collect. At Lugo the 
French s^in came up with me ; they attacked our advanced posts on the 
6th and 7th, and were repulsed in both attempts with little loss on our side. 

1 heard from the prisoners taken^ that three divisions of the French army 
commanded by Marshal Soult were come up : I therefore expected to be at- 
tacked on the morning of the 8th. It was my wish to come to that issue ; 
I had perfect confidence in the valour of the troops, and it was only by crip- 
pling the Enemy that we could hope either to retreat or to embark unmolested. 
I made every preparation to receive the attack ; and drew out the army in 
the morning to offer battle. This was not Marshal Soult's object : he either 
did not think himself sufficiently strong, or he wished to play a surer game 
by attacking us on our march, or during our embarkation. The country was 
intersected, and his position too strong for me to attack with an inferior force. 
The want of provisions would not enable me to wait longer. I marched that 
night ; and in two forced marches, bivouacing for six or eight hours in the 
rain, I reached Betanzos on the lOth instant. * ♦ » ♦ 

• « • # * #*« 

At Lugo I was sensible of the impossibility of reaching Vigo, which was at 
too great a distance, and offered no advantages to embark in the face of an 
Enemy. My intention then was to have retreated to the peninsula of Betan- 
zos ; where I hoped to find a position to covef the embarkation of the army 
in Ares or Rodes Bays : but having sent an officer to reconnoitre it, by his 
report I was determined to prefer this place. I gave notice to the Admiral of 
my intention, and b^ged that the transports might be brought to Comnna. 
Had I found them here on my arrival on the llth instant, the embarkation 
would easily have been effected ; for I had gained several marches on the 
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French. They have now come up with us, the transports are not arrived. 
My position in front of this place is a very bad one ; and this place, if I am 
forced 'to retire into it, is commanded within musket shot ; and the harbour 
will be so commanded by cannon on the coast that no ship will be able to lay 
in it. In short, my Lord, General Stewart will inform you how critical our 
situation is. It has been recommended to me, to make a proposal to the 
Enemy to induce him to allow us to embark quietly ; in which case, he gets 
us out of the country soon, and this place with its stores, &c. complete ; that, 
otherwise, we have it in our power to make a long defence, which must en- 
sure the destruction of the town. I am averse to make any such proposal ; 
and am exceedingly doubtful if it would be attended with any good effect : 
but, whatever I resolve on this head, I hope your Lordship will rest assured, 
that I shall accept no terms that are in the least dishonourable to the Army, 
or to the Country. I find I have been led into greater length and more de- 
tail than I thought I should have had time for : I have written under inter- 
ruptions, and with my mind much occupied with other matter. My letter 
written so carelessly can only be considered as private ; when I have more 
leisure I shall write more correctly. In the mean time I rely on General 
Stewart for giving your Lordship the information and detail which I have 
omitted. I should regret his absence, for his services have been very distin- 
guished : but the state of his eyes makes it impossible for him to serve, and 
this country is not one in which Cavalry can be of much use. 

If I succeed in embarking the Army I shall send it to England — it is 
quite unfit for fiirther service until it has been refitted, which can best be 
done there. * * * * « . ♦ 

«# * * • * # * 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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LETTERS IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE, 



From Mr. Frere to His Excellency Mr. De Gar ay. (See p. 56.) 

SIR, Aranjuez, 23 Nov. 1808. 

I HAVE thought it proper to address your Excellency, as a 
Member and Secretary of the Supreme Central Junta, a representation 
which appears to me too important not to be communicated to that Assembly 
through a person distinguislied by their confidence, and by the important 
office he holds. 

I have received letters from Sir John Moore, which renders it necessary 
for me to recapitulate the complaints which he has addressed to me, and 
which he regrets he is not able to make in person at Aranjuez. 

He complains, in the first place, of the state of ignorance he is left in 
respecting the number and position of the Enemy^s forces ; and even of the 
plans and operations of the campaign, to such a degree (he writes) that, 
when the very unmilitary evacuation of Valladolid by General P^natelli 
took place, that Officer did not think it his duty to inform him of it 
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The particulars of the march^ and of the efiective strength of the army of 
Estremadura, were likewise for a long time unknown to him. The retreat 
of General Blake^ and his subsequent retreat to Reynosa^ he was also left 
ignorant of^ until he learnt these events from Madrid. He continues in 
these words^ ^^ I am in no communication with any of the Spanish armies^ 
*^ nor am I made acquainted with the plans either of the Government, or of 
^^ the Generals. Castanos, with whom I was put in correspondence, is dis-^ 
^^ missed from his command, at the moment I expected to hear from him; 
" and Romana, with whom I suppose I now ought to correspond, is absent. 
" In the mean time the French, whose numbers I cannot learn, are only 
" four days' march distant from my army, which is only assembling. No 
" channel of information has been opened for me, and I have not been long 
*^ enough in the country to procure one for myself. I give you this infor- 
^^ mation, and I wish I could go myself to Aranjuez or Madrid, to make a 
'^ representation of it ; for, in truth, if things remain in this situation, the 
'^ ruin of the Spanish cause, and the defeat of their armies, is inevitable ; 
and it will become my duty only to consider the safety of the British 
Army, and to take measures to withdraw it from a situation where, 
without the possibility of being useful, it is exposed to certain defeat."* 
In answer to those observations respecting General Castanos and the 
Marquis of Romana, your Excellency informed me, to my great surprise^ 
that orders had been sent, ten days before, to the Marquis of Romana to 
come and take the command of the Army of the Centre; and to leave 
that of the North, and of the Asturias, under the command of General 
Blake. 

It seems to me that a secret known to two-and-thirty persons (the number 
of the Junta) might have been trusted to. the Minister of his Britannic 
Majesty, without any great additional risk of its being divulged ; although 
there had been no question of a fact so interesting, that the knowledge of it 
was necessaiy for a correspondence, upon, which might depend the safety of. 
the English army. 

It appeared to me that your Excellency was not insensible to the justice 
of this reflection ; to which I might have added, that the news of the entry 
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of the French into Valladolid had been concealed from me ; and, when I 
enquired if there was any foundation for the rumour which mentioned it, I 
was answered, that no official news had arrived that day, except a report 
respecting the moving some pieces of artillery, I believe, to Segovia. It was 
impossible for me to think, after such an answer, that authentic accounts 
had actually brought certain information of the event respecting which I 
was demanding an explanation ; and that the fact was dissembled by an 
equivocation founded upon the non-arrival of the official dispatches from the 
Commandant. 

The news of the defeat of General Blake, a piece of news which might 
have occasioned the total loss of the two divisions under General Moore and 
Sir David Baird, was undoubtedly communicated to me ; but not until the 
evening of the day which followed the arrival of the courier. I am far from 
feeling myself the slightest ill-humour towards persons extremely respectable, 
and who, both in their answers and in their silence, only follow the system 
which has been traced out to them ; but it is my duty to expostulate strongly 
against the continuation of a system which, without ensuring secrecy towards 
the Enemy, establishes distrust and mystery, instead of that confidence which 
should be the foundation of the united plans, on which the fate of the war 
must depend. 

I have learned with much pleasure the news of recalling the disorganizing 
Commission which had been sent to the Army of the Centre ; as well as that 
of nominating Mr. de Morla, with full powers to confer and conclude with 
our Officers, upon all business respecting an effective system of co-operation ; 
and I hope that these powers will be further enlarged, both as to execution 
and deliberation. 

The Courier which was sent to the Marquis of Romana will have undoubt- 
edly carried an order to communicate freely with General Sir John Moore. 

I cannot finish without thanking your Excellency for the attention with 
which, at a first conference, you listened to the particulars of a representa- 
tion so extremely disagreeable. 

I b^, &c. &c. 

J. H. Frere. 
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From Sir John Moore to his Excellency the Marquis la Romana, 

(Seep. 110.) 

MY LORD MARaUIS, SaUimanca, 8 Dec. 1808. 

I TAKE the opportunity of writing to you through 
the means of an Officer^ whom I am going to dispatch to Sir D. Baird. I 
have not yet received any certain information respecting Madrid; but I 
have reason to believe the pieople still hold out. A letter from the Junta 
of Toledo informs me, that it is their intention to assemble there a body of 
troops ; and that the people are determined to die sword in hand. 

General Castanos has received orders to retire upon Carolina, on the other 
side of the Sierra M orena. 

The people in thi3 part of Spain are too lethargic ; they say they have no 
arms ; they stand in need of a head, to excite them, to unite them, and to 
command them. I propose, on the 10th inst. to make a movement upon 
Zamora and Toro, that I may be nearer General Baird and you. When I 
am informed what progress you have made in the organisation of your Army, 
we shall be able to concert measures together ; and I shall anxiously wait 
the reply to the letter which I had the honour to address to you on the flth. 

Two General Officers were here a few days ago, sent by the Supreme 
Junta. They did not appear to me to have either the authorities or the 
information necessary for concerting any operation. I thought I could 
explain myself more satisfactorily to you. General, and I refused to enter 
upon any discussion with them. They were the Generals Escalante and 
B« General Bueno. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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JFi'om the Marquis ofRomana to Sir John Moore. (See p. ISOJ 

SIR3 Head Quarters, Leon, llth Dec. 1608. 

Your Excellency's two letters of the 6th and. 8th inst, have 
explained to me the cause of the retrograde movements which you had di- 
rected^ of the divisions of the army under your Excellency's command; 
which I think very just and well-founded. . 

- I shall not venture to reply to the subjects of your two letters till I can do^ 
it by means of an Officer, whom I will dispatch to-morrow to meet you zt 
Zamora. In the mean while I shall prepare to effect the much-wished-for 
junction with Y. E. 

I have the honour to renew to Y. E, 

&C..&C. &c» 

The Margiuis de la Romana*. 



To the Marshal Duke of Dalmatia, commanding tlieid Corps of the Army 

at Saldana. The Vice Constable Major General. 

(Seep. 121.) 

MARSHAL DUKE OF DALMATIA^ Cham<KniH, Dee. \0, 1806. 

I READ ta the Emperor your letter of the fourth of De* 
cember, which was brought by one of your officers. His Majesty approves 
of all you have done. The Sth R^ment of Dragoons^ the SSd of Chasseurs^ 
the Rc^ment of Colonel Tascher^ and the Hanoverian Re^ment^ form two 
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brigades, commanded by the Generals Belle and Franceschi. These two 
brigades are under your orders, and you can manoeuvre them as you think 
proper. The Emperor is of opinion, that, with the division Merle, and the 
Division Mouton, together with the four regiments of cavalry, nothing can 
resist you. 

What are you to do ? Take possession of Leon, drive back the enemy 
into Galicia, make yourself master of Benav-ente and Zamonu You can 
have no English in your front, for some of their regiments came to the 
Escurial and Salamanca, and every thing evinces that they are in full retreat. 
Our advanced guard is this day at Talavera de la Reyna, upon the road to 
Badajos, which it will reach soon. You clearly perceive that this move- 
ment must compel the English to hasten immediately to Lisbon, if they are 
not gone there already. The moment. Marshal, you are sure that the Eng- 
lish have retreated, of which there is every presumption, move forward with 
rapidity. There are no Spaniards who can resist your two divisions. Order 
shoes and great-coats to be made at Leon, St. Andero, and Palencia. His 
Majesty grants every demand for improving your equipment You may 
also require mules for your artillery, and horses to remount your cavalry ; 
but let it all be done according to the regular forms of administration. 

It is possible that, as soon as the Dragoons of General Millar shall arrive 
in Spain, the Emperor will send them to you ; but this cannot happen these 
fifteen days. At the distance you are. Marshal Duke, you must direct your- 
-self, and look upon all I write as only general instructions. His Majesty 
imagines that you will take every measure to reduce the country between 
the Duero, Galicia, and the Asturias ; always preserving most attentively St. 
Andero. The 5th corps, commanded by the Marshal Duke of Trevise, has 
received an order to direct its march to Saragossa. The 8th corps, under 
the Duke of Abrantes, whose 1st division arrived at Vittoria on the 19th, 
will probably receive orders to unite at Burgos. Gun-boats and armed 
vessels of everv kind have orders to sail to St. Andero. Load them with 
confiscated English merchandize^ cotton, wool, artillery, and send all to 
France. 
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In shorty bold Valladolid and Zamora in subjection. Valladolid is a good 
town^ which has behaved well. It is thought to be very important to occupy 
Zamora. To conclude, the Emperor thinks that you can do what you please, 
as soon as the English retire to Lisbon. 

Five divisions of Castanos* best troops have been routed, with even less 
difficulty than you found in beating the Andalusian * army at Burgos. The 
wreck of Castanos* army is pursued by Marshal Bessieres ; who has cut 
them off from the road to Estremadura, and is pursuing them towards 
Valentia, several marches beyond the Tagus. The Emperor's head-quarters 
are at Chamartin, a little country-seat a league and a half from Madrid.; 
His Majesty enjoys an excellent state of health. 

The City of Madrid is quite tranquil ; the shops are all open, the public 
amusements are resumed, and there is not the least appearance of the first 
proposals having been strengthened by 4OOO cannon-balls. 

The Prince of Neufchatel, 
Major-General. 

I will send you to-morrow a Proclamation, and some decrees of the 
Emperor ; in which you will recognise the style of him who was born to 
command the world. 



The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 139.) 

^^^9 Lem, Dec. lAtk, 1808. 

From the forward movements which the army under Y. E.*s 
command is making, I am induced to dispatch my aide-de-camp, Mr, 
O'Niell, with this letter, which will inform you of the destination of 

* Mistaken for the Estremafluran army. 
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my arniy^ and of my designs. I have now 20 thojusand men pxesent under 
arms^ whom. I have begun to clothe and to organise ; but much is still 
wanting to complete the work, and there are still at leasib two^birds who 
are in want of clothing from h^ad to foot. 

Almost the whole army aiie without; hsvre-^sacks, cartouche-boxes, and 
shoes ; and, notwithstanding all the exertions I have made to that effect, 
I have not been able to succeed, the country offering so few resources. I 
expect all these articles from day to day, but the distance which they are 
from this retards the execution of my orders. If the provinces were a little 
more zealous, I doubt not but the army would by this time be fit to act in 
concert with that of your Excellency. So much for the situation of my 
troops : I will now communicate to Y. E. my plans. If the Enemy were 
not in front of me, I should not a moment doubt the possibility of uniting 
my forces with your Excellency's, and of concerting a decisive attack upon 
the troops who now surround Madrid ; but, according to the {jest information 
there is a division, from about 8 to 10 thousand men, which extends from 
Sahagun to Almanza; and whose object, as far as I can judge, is to check my 
army, and to keep open the communication with the Mountains of Santan- 
d^r* Its position is along the little! river of Ceay and it occupies the villages 
of Sahagun, which strengthen its left ; its principal corps is at Saldana, and 
its advanced posts at Cea and Almanza. From this last place they push 
their reconnoitring parties as far as Pedrosa, at the entrance of Valdeburon ; 
and they expect to harass my left. As long as this corps remains in this 
position I cannot abandon mine ; both because I cannot expose nor abandon 
this country, from whence I draw laj?ge supplies of provisions, nor can I 
leave the Enemy a free passage to the Asturias, who would instantly take 
possession of this country, and threaten the pass£^e into Galicia. As soon 
as I am able to manoeuvre, I intend to push fct^vard the: corps which is in 
my front; and. at the same time Sir David Baird'<!an shew the heads of 
columns in advancing from Benavente upon the road to PlEllencia. This 
combined movement will oblige this division of the Etiemy to fall back upon 
Reynosa, or even upon Burgos. If we were once dear of this party, I do not 
think it would be difficult for your Ifixcellency to join us, as Avell as Sir 
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David Baird. I should very much wish to have an interview with Y. E. 
we might then smooth many difficulties. If I can effect it without com- 
mitting any error here, I shall repair as soon as possible to Tordesillas, and 
I shall not fail to give you timely notice of it. 

I have the honour to be, 
&c. &c. &c. &c.. 

The Margiuis la Romana. 



Frtnn the Marquis ofRormna to Sir John Moore. (See p. 144.) 

SIR, JLeon, Dec. i9th, 1808. 

I HASTEN to reply to your Excellency's letter of yesterday, 
dated from Castronuero, to explain to you, that althougii I thought of mak- 
ing a retreat, it was only in consequence of the information which I received 
from Sir David Baird, and that otherwise it was far from my intention. I 
have placed my advanced posts so as to be able to retreat in good order ; and, 
if Marshal Soult's corps does not receive more considerable reinforcements, I 
have nothing to fear from my position, which is but temporary, and solely 
to reorganise the army. I should wish to co-operate vrith Y. £. in the 
movement you are about to make upon Sahagun, and I shall only wait to 
learn when Y. E. proposes putting it into execution — to begin my march. 
I shall order a body of light troops to go round by tlie Mountains of Leon 
to Guardo, whilst the principal part of my troops will march upon Almanza; 
and from thence, coasting the river Cea, I shall move upon Saldana, 
where Marshal Soult's corps is expected to be ; unless, as is reported, he has 
changed his position within these two days. The accounts say, that he has 
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left onfjr 15 00 men at Saldana; and that he has filed off the rest towards 
Guardo^ drawing nearer to the Mountains of Santander^ which border upon 
Leon and the Asturias« After all^ there is no great reliance to be placed 
^pon the reports of the peasants^ who are not very accurate in their obser- 
rations ; and are^ besides^ confounded by the continual marches and coun- 
ter-marches of the Enemy. 

I have the honour to acquaint Y. E. that the bridge and entrance of Saha- 
gun are barricadoed with carts* 

If your Excellency has formed any other plans I hope I shall be made 
acquainted with them^ in the persuasion that I have no other wish than to 
act in concert with Y* E. in every thing, and to aid you, to my utmost, in 
all your operations. I think that, for the present, there should be no 
thoughts of a retreat ; but that we should feel the pulse of the Enemy, and 
oblige them to retire from the Capital.' If Y. E. thinks it advisable, we 
might have an interview at Benavente, and it would perhaps be easier then 
to concert a plan of operations* 

I have this evening received letters from the Junta^ dated from Merida^ 
in Estremadura, on the 13th^ ia whicK they announce to me that the 
people at Madrid still hold out, that the FVench have been repulsed and 
beaten on their way to Saragossa^ and that affairs are going on weU in 
Catalonia. 

Lbeg Y. £• to accept the homage, 

&c. &c. &c.. 

MARaUISDB LA ROMAKA. 
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From the Duhe del Infant ado to H. E. J. II. Frere. (See p. 147.) 

SIR, Cu^ca, Dec, I3ih, 1808. 

I THINK it my duty to announce to you, as our very good 
and faithful Ally, that, haviiig been dent to this Army of the Centre, to 
endeavour to hasten its arrival to the Capital, in orddr, if possible, to save it ; 
but not having been able to succeed in my design, and preparing in conse- 
quence to join the Supreme Junta, I have found myself obliged by the 
Generals, and forced by circumstances, to take the command of the Army, 
till I receive the decision of the Junta. It was unfortunately the spirit of 
insurrection and discontent among the soldiery which placed me at the post 
I now occupy ; and it is certainly a very disagreeable situation to have to 
corfect inveterate evils, and to ^et out with the measures necessary to re- 
estal)li§h that order and discipli^l^ which have beeil totally neglected* 

I cannot describe to you the state io: which IfoUnd this body of famished 
troops, without shoes, most of them without uniforms, wanting ammunition, 
having lost the greatest part of. their ba^[gage, reduced to about 9 thousand 
infantry and two of cavalry, and,, tp crown all, having totally lost all confi- 
dence in their commanders^ From these circumstances I thought it right to 
follow the plan acfopted by my Predecessor, of coming to this mountainous 
country for a few days, in order to reorganise a little the troops ; to give an 
opportunity to some stragglers and recruits to join me, to give shoes and 
repose to the men and horses, and then to set forward upon some new ope- 
rations. But it is very important for theiV success, that* these should be in 
concert with those of the other armies, especially .of the English; and it 
would be, consequently, indispensably necessary, that we should mutually 
be made acquainted with each other's plans. Colonel Whittingham is ill at 
this moment, I should therefore wish that H. £. General Moore, the Com- 
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mander-in-Chief^ should send me an experienced and confidential ofiicer^ 
who can give me an account of the plan adopted by the General for this 
campaign^ and inform him of what we shall have agreed upon together^ rela- 
tive to the part which this division of the Army can take in its execution. 
I shall be delighted if the choice should fall upon Colonel Graham^ whom I 
had the honour of knowing at Mr. Stuart*s. 

I know not^ Sir^ when this letter will reach you^ for I am still ignorant 
where the Junta has stopped, or estabUshed itself; and I believe that you are 
with it. My letter will not be less the testimony of my sincerest affection^ 
as well as the assurance of my highest esteem. 

With which I have the honour, 
&c. &c. &c. 

The Duke del Infaktado^ 



The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 157.) 

SIR, Leoti, Dec. 21, 1808. 

I HAD the honour to write to you on the 19th, in reply to the 
letter which Y. E. remitted to me through my aide-de-camp, Mr. O'Niell; 
and, not having had any accounts since, I think it right to state, that I am 
desirous to co-operate in the attack which, it seems, it is Y. E.'s intention 
to make upon Saldana, that the success may be complete. The Enemy, 
when they have assembled all the forces which they have scattered about 
at all points in the surrounding parts, will have at the utmost, according to 
the best accounts I can obtain, from about 8 to 9 thousand infantry, and a 
thousand cavalry, with from 8 to 10 pieces of artillery. It would be of 

XT 
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great importance to surround this corps, and to destroy it, before its junc- 
tion with any other which Napoleon might send to reinforce it. If Y. E. ' 
determines upon this enterprise, I will make a movement with from 9 to 10 
thousand men, of those which are best clothed and armed, all the rest being 
•nearly naked, and very ill equipped. 

If Y. E. gives me a speedy reply, I will set out to-morrow ; but I have 
the honour to observe to you, that, when the blow is once struck, I must 
return to my winter-quarters, for want of clothing and equipments for my 
troops. However, it will be time enough to talk of this at our interview, 
as well as to concert the plan of operations which we are to follow. 

I am persuaded that the Enemy is not strong, and that all the disasters we 
have witnessed are owing to the want of union in the operations of our armies. 
I have been informed by an Officer of Engineers, whom the Junta of Zamora 
have sent back to me from having some slight suspicions of his conduct, that 
the array of Palafox has received no check, as the Enemy give out ; but that 
he has been obliged to &11 back upon Saragossa, on account of Castanos* 
army having quitted Logrono, which he should not have abandoned. He 
gives very circumstantial details of the French army at Madrid, of the Em- 
peror, of Junot's division, and, in short, of particulars which I think it very 
necessary to acquaint Y. E. with, and from which it appears to me that 
we must absolutely have an interview. 

I have the honour, 
&c. &c. 

MARaUIS LA ROMANA. 
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From the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 162.) 

SIRj Leon, 9SLd Dec. 1806. 

A CONFIDENTIAL person whom I had placed on the river 
Duero has written to me^ on the l8th instant^ that he is assured^ that the 
Enemy's troops posted at the Escurial are moving in this direction. 

He adds^ that if the person who gave him this inteUigence should not 
arrive the same day, he would go himself to Villacastin, twelve leagues 
from Madrid, to watch the two roads ; the one of which leads to Zamora, 
and the other to Segovia. 

I hasten to give this information to your Excellency, that you may 
judge what measures are requisite to be taken. 

I have the honour, &c. 

The Marquis of Romana« 



From the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. I63.) 

MansiUa, 23d Dec. 
SIR^ three o'clock in the evening, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of my arrival here with 
the troops which I intend to employ as auxiliaries to your movement. 

I have only been able to lead out 7000 infentry, 120 cavalry, and eight 
pieces of artillery. The troops are cantoned in the space of a league and 
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a quarter round this town. The advanced posts are towards Saldana^ ex* 
cept one corps^ which I have sent to Villarmimio^ three leagues distant 
from Cea. 

I shall wait for your answer^ and shall not begin to march until your 
Excellency has communicated to me your plan and intentions. 

I request a positive answer^ to enable me to send orders at an early hour 
to the troops. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

The Marauis of Romana. 



THE END. 



ERRATUM, 
p. 387> L 19, M lieut-Col. NuU read Lieut-CoL HuU. 
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